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The Greatest Love of a Father
Dearest Father,

Father...this will be my first and the last letter that | have ever written to you in
English for you to know that the education you gave me has paid off.

When I was young, you always concerned about my studies, especially in English,
but you never pressured me...you never expected me to be better than another,
but you taught me just to do the best I can. And, here T am.

When I begin to think what I want to say to you, there are thousand pictures of the old
days flashing back to my memory. It makes me realize that how much you have done
not just for us, but for your family, friends, colleagues, and others...even strangers.
Father...what all you have done is beyond the words to describe.

I believe you knew without my saying that how proud I am as your daughter, and how
grateful I am for whatever you had given me all my life.

Besides love and support you gave me, there were two biggest things that play a big
part of my today life. One is an education abroad, and another one is the permission to
marry Khun Bob.

I knew you were concerned about my living overseas. However, as much as you loved
me, you did not stop me from pursuing my ambition to be in international
business...or to marry a foreigner who is the most caring and loving guy I ever met.

You knew what you gave me for what I asked for would take me apart from the
family, but with your love, you always still support me with all trust and blessing.
Even though I lived far away from home, I was fortunate to visit home often and
you also visited me in the States few times.

I remembered you were so happy to learn that Khun Bob and I were moving to
Singapore. So, you could see us more often. You came to visit Singapore with

mother in August 2004. I still could picture clearly the day you arrived at Changi Airport,
Although you were not physically well, your spirit and your enthusiasm were more than
a hundred percent. During the visit you fainted two times, and stayed at a

Tang Tok Seng Hospital for one night before returning home.

Mother and I didn’t know that it was a sign of the beginning of a tough year to come.

Time flew so fast. I wish I have more time to spend with you and to take care of you.
However, I can’t be more thankful to all spirits for giving me a time to be with you
during the final months.

Father...I know I will never be able to return all of what you and mother gave me
back, but what I do is to promise you that I will pass on what I learned and received
from you to your grandchildren and others.

Mother often told me how you started your journey together... You came from an
ordinary family... a boy from Sukhothai Province became a cadet in Royal Army
Academy...married to a fine nurse from the same town who became the greatest



nursing mother and a caring wife... raising four children in such a loving family, an
outstanding national rugby player, a fair play golfer, a sincere friend, a respectful

boss, devoted to the army serving a high rank of positions in the Royal Thai Army and in
the House of Senate for two terms.

Father, I knew you and mother had a long journey together for more than forty years.
You both might have gone through good times and bad times together. I believe that
made the bond between you and mother even stronger everyday.

Father...You had made an ordinary family to be a respectful family. I thank you so
much for being such a great father and my idol... and thank you for raising me to be
myself up to today.

Wherever you are now, | want you to know you will always be in my pride, my mind,
and my soul.

Father...please rest in peace; we will take care of mother. Please do not be worried.
With love and great respectfully,

Your talkative daughter...Nung Ning
(Mrs.Charinee Chinavicharana Philips)
(Luila)
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For Khun Phanom

The Philips family deeply mourns the passing of General Phanom Chinavicharana, a brilliant
military man, husband, father, sportsman and friend. At work, he was a leader blessed with
genuine charisma and intelligence. At home, he was a father with great affection and dedication
to family.

He was my father-in-law, strong and kind and deserving of the deepest respect. The love he
gave to my wife Charinee and her family was special and can never be replaced.

My parents, Dorothy and Lawrence Philips, respected him deeply and appreciated his friendship,
which grew thru their visits to Thailand, and the traditional wedding hosted for Charinee and I in
2000.

Khun Phanom and Khun Prathin subsequent 2001 trip to New York is a cherished memory for
all of us. We remember having lunch by a lake in the tree-lined hallow of New Rochelle, New

York. The weather was so beautiful that day, the air so clear, we could have stayed forever...

Robert Philips
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