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MY MOTHER AND ME - A Personal Reflection

In 54 years, you and I did not really spend a lot of time together. I
had a nurse-maid, a nanny; but [ knew vou were around. We grew upina
big family. We all lived in the same house, for a long time, with Khun Ta,
Khun Yai, my aunt, uncle and cousins. I remember we were together in
the bomb-shelter under the house, during the air raid. We all moved out of
Bangkok and for a time we lived in a house-boat. Most schools in Bangkok
were shut down during the war, and you took my sister and me to the
temporary school in the country. I think we lasted less than a week. We
were just too home-sick and it was such a bad start when one of the boats
in which we traveled was capsized and the mother of my sister’s friend was
killed. We later grieved my oldest sister’s death together, but as I look
back, I must have been too young to be of any help. After that, I remember
you were always busy with work, with making plans for my brothers to go
to boarding school and for my sister’s travel plans and living arrange-
ments, first to China and later to Australia. I, too, went off to boarding
school, Wattana Academy, the school you once briefly attended. I often
wonder what your life would have been like if you had the opportunity for
the higher education you so wanted. But in those days you did not have
much choice. My father was picked for you to marry. You never told me
why the marriage did not work out. You refrained from saying any unkind
words about my father. When he died, you took my brother and me to
Phuket and arranged his funeral service. We were taken by surprise as
we learned I had three small half-brothers, whose mother was in poor health
and an epilepticc. We came back to Bangkok with them, their mother
and half-sister.. You took care of all of them. We did not see each other
very much during the years when you were a nun. I lived with Khun Ta
and Khun Yai most of the time. Then I was busy with college and Medical
School and you launched a riew business. When I left Bangkpk m,l%GO you
were also taking care of my Brother Nui's family. . = ;‘-3““

[ have been away from home 29 years. ﬂow mieh time did I have
with you in these 29 years, in my adult [ife? Tknow now it was not enough.



I am thankful for all the time we did have, especially this past summer when
we were closer than we ever were. I am thankful that I had a chance to
take care of you. You even remarked that the roles were reversed - that
you became a child when I fed you the soup and other food, mostly prepared
by my sister. It was ironic in many ways that | get to.really know you and
your strengths when you were sick. I always knew that you were a strong-
willed person. My sister and I will never forget the time you insisted on being
helped to stand up, so that you could try to open the combination safe.
You always knew what you wanted to do and how to doit. You showed
us your unwavering determination. You certainly had strong character. |
think you were born to give orders. You had strong convictions. Not
many people dared to try to change your mind. You did not usually distrust
people, but if someone gave you reason to doubt, you would not allow that
person to ever get close to you.

I found it so difficult to say goodbye the day [ left Bangkok and |
find it much harder to say my final and formal goodbye to you now. You
were doing so well when [ left you and I was so sure that | would see vou
again next summer. But it was not meant to be. Many things had been
said, but more could have been said. You may not have realized that despite
the limited time we had with each other, I have inherited many of your traits.
{ must have obtained from you the spirit of independence, willfulness,
decisiveness, love for traveling and adventure, singlemindedly and relent-
lessly persuing unconventional and difficult tasks. I am going to miss you
more than both you and I could ever realize. [ will miss your sense of humor
and all the funny things you said to my sister and me, even toward the end
when vou were in such pain and discomfort. My children, Ari, Ricky and
Leila will miss you. We all regret that we had not been as close as we should
have. But, we will hold on to the memories we each have of you,

Goodbye. I love you. I thank you for the many precious moments
we shared and for those qualities I inherited from you, especially resiliency
and determination.

Pratarnporn Chiemwichit Feinstein
. December 23, 1989

210 EIGHTH STREET
PROVIDENCE, R.L 02906



I heard of Khun-Yai’s illness last summer. My mom planned a trip
immediately to see her, but I was unable to go. Although I was saddened
at the fact that I would not be able to be with my grand-mother, my mind
was put to ease a bit as I fondly remember the summer that had recently
passed...

July 1988 - I stayed in Bangkok for three weeks, the traditional gift
given to my brothers and me for our Bar Mitzvahs from my aunt, uncle,
and cousins. While I was there I went to visit Khun-Yai. Although I had not
seen her in person since I was 5 vears old, she looked exactly the same as [
had remembered. The first thing that caught my eye as I walked in her
room was a picture of myself and my two brothers set close to her bedside.
My mother must have sent Khun-Yai a picture of us and she had placed it
right beside a picture of her and her children. As I knelt down beside her,
my grandmother and I had an intimate yet formalized conversation about
what was going on in my life and what kind of person her granddaughter
turned out to be. However, not much would have been accomplished without
the assistance in translation by my cousin, Pasanud, seeing as Khun-Yai's
. English and my Thai were not at its best. At this time, I was taking Thai
dance lessons and when Khun-Yai asked me to show her, I was more than
just willing. I'f never forget the pride I felt at that moment and the pride
I saw shining through her eyes.

... That was the summer of ‘88, and it was the summer of ‘89 when
she fell ill. Since I was unable to go with my mother and see Khun-Yai, I
wrote a letter which I asked my mother o translate and read to her, When
my mom returned home, after her stay, she told me how happy Khun-Yai
was to receive my letter. In fact, she told me that Khun-Yai asked her to
read it to her several times before my mom left that day.

Although I do grieve the loss of my grandmother and feel sorry
that I shall never be able to see her again, I feel much better knowing that I
wrote that letter. | think that it is something that she’ll always remember.

Leila Feinstein
Dec. 25, 1989



DEAR KHUN YAl

>
I AM VERY SORRY THAT WE DID NOT HAVE MORE TIME TO GET TO KNOW
ONE ANOTHER. AND NOW THAT IT’S TOO LATE FOR THAT, 1 WILE ALWAYS

FEEL A GREATER LOSS. BUT, THE MEMORIES I DO HAVE OF YOU, [ WILL
ALWAYS HOLD DEAR TO MY HEART.

LOVE ALWAYS,
YOUR GRAND-SON,
RICKY



After what is now 24 years of life | have come to understand what
a grave injustice it is to let opportunities to share deeply felt emotions pass.
The hopes of expressing them at another time, yet the reality is that moments
not captured are forever lost.

Imagine then the emptiness felt for moments never achieved. This
is my reality, as it is my mistake.

There are some who say it is better to not have been close. One
long look into my mother’s eyes will disprove that. Her pain is real. Her
loss..., genuine.

As for me, there is little for me to do other than wish.

I have wishes for time, for so often it is lost. Wishes for happiness,
for so often life falls far short.

Wishes for my grandmeother back, so that she may know full well of
the goodness in my mother, her daughter. And from her came three children
of whom she could always be proud.

Yes, I wish all these things, but still I must say goodbye. 1 wish
[ didn’t have to.

Ani Feinstein
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Mon ame au Dieuw’
Mon bras au roi.

Mon coeur aux dames,
L’ honneur & moi.

| 74
® uTuuaum:g
LUUNDUAMUNTNTTTH
aavlaueuiloyiny
al -, a:‘v | o
eTsadnatnusti

k24
® uTuuaum‘:g
wnjusneTnasTl
BNFYNENLIAY
IQI. II-I
- 2 o
AR WATUUUY
o @RI uNalay
UNsmIee1d
arlufinny
L") . L]
[aduy it
o Tutedatidiun
RYUNAUNIBNTITS T
Jultiwatloedu
tﬁ'am:m@%

\§WaA
WaAnin
uauliunda

\#8WAITIA
it

Uszdn

wnnat ey
17547

Wafu
ATNYAIR 1)
Usaanuduasa
ey ity
MRV

ITUM WIZiaY
ATBUNANTING Y



o nuiRarATalY
WU IMAm
AndAurza®
Jmssusiites

® WNlRATINYiDY
FnvuazinesTd
v lanau s dny
AvLALVDgLT

o mulluduntre
wueteaula
nazliivanlvg
INT1E 3R pRaLN

I3 g

© TUTIALILNTULN
azdavila
unsulseasll

-l - W n{u | 24
NusafnasnYaed

o WTalMnInwas

(k%9 ]

avliRnwmilou
lesaevsiviniveu
mamaounaly

o azlanuduiiiu

L -

anANAaI&ET

w oAl

TRETNRAWN .
wr .a(v o~
avdnaanaay 1d

lnanan

WieKay
Wi
Unindns il
NONIT

bt
BLTINNa AN

mlna
IR
[T]
wmq’u
P v od
WNLATUAY
e Buus
mand
{POUER Aulay
wauliunsa
AaLIABU
Inld
-t & o
Unviy Juua
mm:uﬁvmmu
F37:1-adua
14w
1auin
LA

wuALEA



o #3 AIsYaAnTou
ans ANIAR
it FeuqviuTeos
d8  tusdnunda

WULA

DHIUARY

83779
(AeyAfasdIng

CELTHT]



994

suamily a3 Tué

® Q‘Lﬂ'lﬂﬁmﬁgq Tusssn
ulgnassen guf
ﬁ‘ﬂﬁaiamh- USWIN WIAUB
Tanlseaifidony wiuiiutiuou

o Wynuwszsuide §5501-ug
ﬂauaamnﬁqm— NITOUN
drusdusunn- UNTW UAINE
v Reaud degFavlele o

o luldluvilaud)
feaziimag
Ngansze

L% X 1 23

wiituziinediu
-1 v

o-nuaiuInals
STTNUANG-
Ahedln-
al o v
\RednALRue e

sasnas Usinla

YPITTTN

UINAU

AU Weud
gavhauaein
53547

Aol 125

fudu vuud
datinTTusuag

LELET]



#ilaamiluangs Tad tund mgr
(@mBmrassudanssumnanondn  nauwszanadsyanlese)

o Winnloun
Toastilzauinss
dousne lanthdu
'ﬁqmﬁﬂﬁv

o lasiifsuan
INTIZAsIRN e
AzUNAzEA Y
fiana3iay

o wivhianly
flina1eAwey
avvitlaag
Anazeauiasn

o $1ilaasille
Anasvinulag
widnliiileg
Iananinuiu

o iilapsUdzus
MEAIEAAY
auasdlaniiu
e CUPLLIMEN

~ (Inas3nTany)

avanala -
Wuia
fntine Bl
\RAR
rrs -
f3a a3y
tiouns

1 | 73
Tany uian)
vdngsy
il =<
las viuae
UUN

Y

min 1ag)
aTm

Uf
dzdn

[}
Wiulnwe

- -
IWOud
HRNLNTY
DHINAY
TEGIRN Y
TUAU



e lnsmaislon— athlz

wiauil muau wWinudnd

1a1iuvu uau Iditae

ARLTAAN . Aoy
ARwnadn

o Untafarnaigimrnnduanin
1 “r 5 L4 1
sadsnaignimindnsianing
| S - | 4
sraudniilasngfidusranled
AWDY [ANaILAINAITT

1R U we

! - LA LR
o srmufludedsiumanustunazanuguld Juia
Tunmsuas sy

21U1AR05TIH U.

o unwinfliswafiaulngau
Wudlsuadganguniasainm

Y U ox

o wnyay FWqunTaTM™
suprTaslady ATIATTRLUL TE U

-l J oy
ANUART (REATANATUTIN) U. o

o suinffiiuegluniesin wmilaufiipTasiuiunmau
INTEaT TN TlaedRvAIu tyeugiT e

WILLAUTATO U. €



L] Idm v ] bt o - 3
naguisuvatin i lamdthlzazWhils visdwsudsduasfin

WIUTI U. bae

- - - e 4w g B
e NIMldAUANARTITY AUAITVRBARATIININRIL
- . Y oy - P
Aelllddsznuuazdavie MmAINEBANela 4

103 U o

[] Lo - 5 ’
sidaay 1JumstaamelrnmessT

UMHT U €€

Ul dl [ | [ - v - f =l
sywtisiiudowdr  uaslinduaudwiadadiaesau
FosllanuidnssTnduniaclszau dauuaantuai
at v } (-i y M | 74
- Avndeinfhuiusdniuiaw

FUINADITIN U &

o fuflnldsraniuiiasiing
uaziantiin bidavdau
UfiAwdauniedengaou
avhisasaumsuazaula «

#1IAT U. ug

Idl" ' [} - v dfor m al
] ﬂW‘TﬂUE‘ﬂﬂﬂi'\l‘ﬂ‘i\iﬂ‘mﬁ‘ﬁll HoNuaaUUADULAFR

wusiviilsswghsTsy faaulaTRfa Az uAT 4
1997 U. o
e SuTTINATATRUMT usnTieweIudula «
#1907 U b

0



e duflanivsinuiineain

sutonasniduiionduminrua
aulsdtRannuam
[ e W f 1 23
dgauuusurdaiuiutinnla o

#1983 U. oo

]
L

el &l ry. -l - e [
yrAaA Anend DIAne sslinnumaigiuaslafud Toe
]

-l ar
tanassadunsan

BIUIRROTITH U. ®d

[ ) . L) 5 [ ]
o tudluvihdluuaudu AIRINEITTAUUALIN 4

NENNY U sew

e AuaTTUNNDY U
dl3daciige uin- /o
WItUA e U. W

Livatardsan laamenasiasaudwdads

. _ AT e u. cm

A axudiadyudle wasfiomaunlafinuden
Tigounarbililaymeanlizssn

o [ 74
wiswnnidadadacls u. v

29



swWwTd saaale Swd
(ernun gymniinag)
(Inaeiveng)

o saTIINdIULTH
miasutiens
grinslasfingang
Fatuindwmne

o pwvstanlv

5.3 -‘l’
wafwaraa
TRNELAYIURY
ARLnAUAMNG

-l ) [

o Annuvitunaau
FIUPINIANTY
WAL UL
Wuwdazilde

i

® AUNRININTHADY
IWTIZRNTNA DA
deaauns Taaa
nAUTHIITR

o ATLEWTTINTA YT
avfauiela
= Fa
(SUENATUR
iwadafiguiila

0]

uhy
asien
Tasiu

EGE: I

YUy

fus

ue fiuun
TN
174

Al

2788 WAUND
DEUIDAU
@inla

CRRET
e
VUANITU
(Y

it
ALNLEW BNUN

Y



® FUNLNLILLY qUe AR Lan

1 24 [ -l a
AMUNTENUTaULEL \Paasau
‘ﬁﬂqmgmhw ANFY
§aindudou sUsIN

o FuTuusssusudn aLMan Naw
wiudnwudla Wiun
§73uzAANUADA thwnd Walay

|74 =
avazlgusraann Ydiny
CELERD

SUDIAY BIAITHT (MG

.
L

® AITHDNRENTWELLA T
2NN wiiles

s9enAY 36 snaanlu
azuauvginn fuay

AITHRZDNA 1 Wiy e

L] o, = a
290 suTInAL dWwW
8l 1w suNsuETWle

P v o - 1
o (HDLIMNALAINATN - 953N 1408
LY o ar L e
niwdanaduIzan qasuN
iviinasi- wan )
ANTILANUN MOV 797

2m



(leasumdugund)

e nEAWNIATAL
" [T
TImdndRulsnn
Thwirdunieau
[ ")
ATTASANNLONTN
e wiiwn q 8w
WHuRedesnm
Tialsnsignia
HONRASNIUT A
e urtTINzlTHaTy
IHTINTIR VY
a9 lanasan
- 1
(el 16n

oq

qaUAU
vinin
Uisiaiy niwe
niwg lHidue

CANAT- WEWWLE

ldiley

megdu laq
funandiu
a1l

Tulan

fivgh duug
wuuvivngnIu 4

ARAaTn



a9

upmantiossn  Wisumideudniluthaiie

wizynniadidocls w. ev

ulantifyspausaumjsunaiieunuwd  §ila
owAnTwe g faduadussin Unesin
AMUINARIRBINBUNY W

- -
ARIATY U. oo

Dhammadessi parabhavo.
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Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints in the sand of time.
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Human beings, who lay claim to being civilized and to be

different to savages or brute beasts, must have moral Virtue as their

principal ornament. and in order to be called truly civilized must

know the meaning of Humanity.
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If a man will begin with certainties he shall
end in doubts; but if he will be content to begin
with doubts, he shall end in certainties.
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Education is only like good culture, it changes the sizc.,

but not the sort.
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Cowards die many times before their death;
The valiant never taste of death but once.
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An two men ride of a horse. one must ride behind.
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As vou too shall adore:
I could not love thee. dear. so much.
Loved T not honour more.
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Peace is for the weak and weary. War is the weapon
of the strong.
Might is Right p. 5
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Power is the test of greatness.
Might is Right p. 3

The true hero is the strong man.
Might is Right p. 3

He who has Might, who has Strength, will always be
in the right no matter what he does.
Might is Right p. 3

Power commands respect.
Might is Right p. §

Right is in one’s fist.
Might is Right p. 5
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If we show any friendliness to bandits, we must inevitably

become tainted and baneful also!

Might is Right p. 95
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How can man die better
Than facing fearful odds,
For the ashes of his fathers
And the temples of his gods?
Coup d" Etat p.57
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