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Abstract

ANENBING
Project Code: RDG 5110006
Project Title: Thai People in Kedah : A study of Thai’s existence in history (1909 — 2007)
Investigators: Pornchai Nakseethong & Anin Puttichot
E-mail Address: kon_tula@yahoo.com, deinenin@yahoo.com
Project Duration: 16 October 2006 — 15 October 2007

The purpose of the project aims to construct the knowledge and understanding on
the role and status of Thai people in Kedah from 1909 to 2007. The research studies the
existence as well as activities of the Thais in aspects of both local and national public
administration, economy, society, and culture. It also purposes to strengthen knowledge and
understanding about the Thai people in Kedah as a minority group which apparently
maintains its identity amidst Malaysia’s pluralistic society.

Qualities Research has been applied in the thesis by applying Historical Approach
which was based on Documentary and Field Researches, in which Oral History and
knowledgeable people were interviewed. The Report of Research is presented by Analytical
Description.

The studies found that the location of Kedah is geopolitically a land bridge. The result
of international trading network enables the immigration of different races, including the
Thais who have worked and lived in the region for a long time. The role and status of the
Thais very depending on historical changes, Political powers, as well as alterations of time.

The role and status of the Thais emerged apparently in historical evidence during the
expansion of Siamese power in the region. Kedah became a tributary state and a dominion

of Siamese Kingdom. Since the British expansion, Thai people in Kedah became colonial



citizens under British domination 1909-1931. During the invasion of Japan in South East Asia
1941-1945, Kedah was granted to Siam which was an Axis Alliance. Although the elevation
in role and status, Thai people were destitute in the wartime. Thai people had to struggle
even harder when Kedah became a British colonial again after the war. During the
Declaration of a State of Emergency 1948-1950 as a result of political convulsion, Thai
people were particularly impoverished since they were distrustfully seen as communist
supporters or associates.

After the establishment of the independent Federation of Malaya 1957, Thai people in
Kedah became Malaysian citizens. Thais in Kedah as a minority group are inequivalent to
the local ‘Orang Melayu’, who are regarded as ‘Bumiputras’. As well as in economic sector
Thai people take no leading part in contrary to the Chinese.

However, as an indigenous people living for a long time in Kedah State in which there
are almost 26,00 -30,000 people in 53 villages. As a result, Kedah State gives Thai a priority
including rights and welfare which is inferior to Malay only. In addition, Thai can express its
social and cultural identity through traditions, plays, and beliefs under constitutionial law.

Presently, there are establishments of Thai association and social network such as
Thai-Kedah Association, Thai-Kedah Youth Association, Thai-Kedah Culture Society, Thai-
Kedah Buddhist Association, as well as Buddhist and Thai Language Studies Center. These
Thai social networking does not only preserve the religious and cultural identities, but also

helps leverage the role and status of the Thai people in the plural society of Malaysia.

Keyword: Thai people in Malaysia, Kedah, cultural identity,

Buddhism in Malaysia, Northern State of Malaysia
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Abstract

Thai People in Kedah : A study of Thai's existence in history (1909 — 2007)
Pornchai Nakseethong® & Anin Puttichot®
*Master of Arts (History)

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Thaksin University

This article is to present the research findings of “Thai People in Kedah : A study of
Thai’s existence in history (1909 — 2007). The purpose of the research aims to construct the
knowledge and understanding on the role and status of Thai people in Kedah from 1909 to
2007 in aspects of public administration, economy, society, and culture. It also propose to
study the existence and activities of the Thais in Kedah as a minority group in plural society
of Malaysia.

The studies found that role and status of the Thais very depended on historical
changes, Political powers, as well as alterations of time in Kedah and Malay Peninsular.

During 1909 -1941, after Siamese rights over Kedah were transferred to Britain,
Thai people in Kedah became the people of the Protected Malay States and of British
Malaya.During the Japanese Occupation in World War 11,1942-1945, Kedah was granted to
Siam ,which was an Axis Alliance. Although Thai people were destitute in the wartime, the
role and status of The Thais were elevated. When Kedah became a British colonial again
after the war, Thais position were degraded. Especially during the Declaration of a State of
Emergency ,1948-1950, as a result of political convulsion, many Thai village have been
moved and Thais activity were under controlled closely, since they were seen as communist
supporters.

After the establishment of the independent Federation of Malaya 1957, Thai
people in Kedah became Malaysian citizens. Thais in Kedah as a minority group are
inequivalent to the local ‘Orang Melayu’, who are regarded as ‘Bumiputras’. As well as in
economic sector Thai people take no leading part in contrary to the Chinese.

However, as an indigenous people living for a long time in Kedah State in which there are

almost 26,00 -30,000 people in 53 villages. As a result, Kedah State gives Thai a priority



oo

including rights and welfare which is inferior to Malay only. In addition, Thai can express its
social and cultural identity through traditions, plays, and beliefs under constitutionial law.
Therefore, Thai people in Kedah as a minority group, apparently maintains its identity amidst

plural society of Malaysia.

Keyword: Thai people in Malaysia, Kedah, cultural identity,

Buddhism in Malaysia, Northern State of Malaysia
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Abstract

Thai People in Kedah : A study of Thai’s existence in history (1909 — 2007)
Pornchai Nakseethong® & Anin Puttichot®
*Master of Arts (History)

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Thaksin University

This article is to present the research findings of “Thai People in Kedah : A study of
Thai’s existence in history (1909 — 2007). The purpose of the research aims to construct the
knowledge and understanding on the role and status of Thai people in Kedah from 1909 to
2007 in aspects of public administration, economy, society, and culture. It also propose to
study the existence and activities of the Thais in Kedah as a minority group in plural society
of Malaysia.

The studies found that role and status of the Thais very depended on historical
changes, Political powers, as well as alterations of time in Kedah and Malay Peninsular.

During 1909 -1941, after Siamese rights over Kedah were transferred to Britain,
Thai people in Kedah became the people of the Protected Malay States and of British
Malaya.During the Japanese Occupation in World War 11,1942-1945, Kedah was granted to
Siam ,which was an Axis Alliance. Although Thai people were destitute in the wartime, the
role and status of The Thais were elevated. When Kedah became a British colonial again
after the war, Thais position were degraded. Especially during the Declaration of a State of
Emergency ,1948-1950, as a result of political convulsion, many Thai village have been
moved and Thais activity were under controlled closely, since they were seen as communist
supporters.

After the establishment of the independent Federation of Malaya 1957, Thai
people in Kedah became Malaysian citizens. Thais in Kedah as a minority group are
inequivalent to the local ‘Orang Melayu’, who are regarded as ‘Bumiputras’. As well as in
economic sector Thai people take no leading part in contrary to the Chinese.

However, as an indigenous people living for a long time in Kedah State in which there are

almost 26,00 -30,000 people in 53 villages. As a result, Kedah State gives Thai a priority



including rights and welfare which is inferior to Malay only. In addition, Thai can express its
social and cultural identity through traditions, plays, and beliefs under constitutionial law.
Therefore, Thai people in Kedah as a minority group, apparently maintains its identity amidst

plural society of Malaysia.

Keyword: Thai people in Malaysia, Kedah, cultural identity,

Buddhism in Malaysia, Northern State of Malaysia
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