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"Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, on this continent, a
new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or
any nation so conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great
battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final
resting-place for those who here gave their lives, that that nation might live. It is
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But, in a larger sense, we cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate—we cannot hallow—this ground. The brave men,
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our poor power to
add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it
can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here
to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here
gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead
shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth."
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Address of Welcome to their Siamese Majesties,
By Rev. W.M. Harris, M.A. Principal
January 28", 1927

“May it please your Majesties.-

On behalf of The Prince Royal’s College | beg to express our deep appreciation
of the great honour conferred upon us by this Royal visit.

This is the oldest boy’s school, conducted on modern lines, in North Siam. The
original school, inaugurated about forty years ago, was located on the west bank of
the Me Ping, on the northern edge of the city. But the buildings were badly constructed
and the grounds wholly inadequate: We therefore procured the present site in 1900;
building operations were begun in 1905; and on January second, 1906 His Late Majesty
laid the foundation stone of the new school, bestowing upon it the name which it still

bears,- the Prince Royal’s College.
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This is not a large school: our present enrollment of 200 is about the number
we are prepared to receive. With the limited funds at our disposal we feel that it is
wiser to attempt to do a small job well, rather than to spread our work out too thin,
with but mediocre results to show for our efforts.

More than all, this is, first and last, a Siamese school. It is true that at present
the management is in the hands of a foreigner; but the school will not fulfil its avowed
intention, until the management is turned over wholly to Siamese trustees. | should
consider this school a ghastly failure if any influence were over exerted here tending
in the slightest degree to denationalize these boys entrusted to our care: on the
contrary, by example as well as by precept, we strive to inculcate that duty service to
King and Country which is the high privilege of every man, whatever may be his station
in life.

And now, on behalf of the teachers and boys of the Prince Royal’s College, | beg
to offer to your Majesties these slight momentos of this visit. May they also be tokens

of our deep respect and our abiding loyalty!”
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1.4 graeneiid: Anaralunudseiusas
Welcome Speech
H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai
President of the National Assembly and
Speaker of the House of Representatives
at a Welcome Reception
for the 30™ Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum
on Wednesday 26 October 2022 at 19:00 hrs.

at the Riverside of the Parliament Building

Excellencies Heads of Delegations
Excellencies Ambassadors
Dear Colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Itis a great pleasure for me to greet all of you at the dinner tonight in honour of
the delegations to the 30" Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum.

On behalf of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand, let me, once
again, welcome all of you to Bangkok and the dinner tonight. Tomorrow and the next
few days after that we will engage in the hard work to jointly address the topic for this
Forum, namely, “Parliaments and Post-COVID-19 Sustainable Development”. | believe
that with our collective efforts, we can move towards a sustainable post-COVID-19
recovery that will bring about the well-being and prosperity of our peoples.

After dinner tonight we will have discussions, which, | am certain, will come up
with innovative and practical ideas for the pursuit of our post-COVID-19 recovery and
sustainable development goals. | also hope that as parliamentarians we will consider
how to work more closely and productively on wide-ranging areas of common interest

and enhance the longstanding cooperation among our parliaments and our countries.

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen:;

| wish you a pleasant, enjoyable, and fruitful stay in Thailand. Tonight, my team

has prepared a variety of Thai food, both traditional and street food, along with
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performance and music. Make yourself comfortable and enjoy your dinner. Now,
please join me in a toast to the success of our 30" Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific

Parliamentary Forum. Cheers!

Thank you.
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1.5
Welcome Speech
by
H.E. Mr. Suchart Tonjaroen
First Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives
at a bilateral meeting with H.E. Mr. Ali Abbasi
President of Al-Mustafa International University
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
on Thursday, 23 June 2022 at 12.00 hrs.

at Reception Room No. 207, House of Representatives

Your Excellency President Mr. Ali Abbasi (818 uud),

Distinguished delegates and dear Colleagues,

On behalf of myself as the First Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the Kingdom of Thailand, it is indeed a great pleasure and honour for me to
welcome Your Excellency and colleagues at the Thai Parliament today.

Thailand and Iran have a long more than 400-years friendship, with significant
ties dating back to Ayutthaya period. That was the beginning of Islam Religion which
brought to Thailand by Chaophraya Boworn Rajnayok (L915581U25519U180) or Sheikh
Ahmad (@a 8113in), the first Muslim chief in Thailand. He was a Persian-born merchant
who settled in the Siamese Ayutthaya Kingdom in the early 17th century and the
ancestor of the powerful Bunnag family.

On the dimension of education, | believe we share the same goal of assisting our
people in obtaining the best education as possible. It is commonly assumed that
education is the foundation for overall development. We can sum up that education
is the all-round development of the individual’s personality and has a direct impact
on the country’s future. This is an excellent opportunity to strengthen educational
collaboration. The cooperation projects between Thai Universities and other countries
has many good practices. The establishment of Institute of Islamic study in Thailand

would strengthen collaboration on education for the benefit of our people, particularly
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in medical, public health and engineering. If there is anything | can do or support,
please let me know.

| learned that Your Excellency was successful in a collaboration on an exchange
program with @y Lﬁﬂlwwuwﬁ"uumaqﬁ. This | believe, is a significant step toward
elevating our relationship and improving culture exchange between our two countries.

Last but not least, | would like to reaffirm my commitment to working closely
with Your Excellency to broaden and deepen lIran-Thailand cooperation in all
dimensions. | am confident that our two countries’ and people’s relations will be

strengthened and enriched for our mutual benefit in the coming years and days.

Thank you.
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1.6
Opening Remark
by
H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai
President of the National Assembly and
Speaker of the House of Representatives
at a Briefing Session on
the 30" Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
Thursday, 29 September 2022, 09.00 - 10.00 hrs.

at Seminar Room B1-5, B1 Floor, Parliament Building

Excellencies,
Distinguished Members of Diplomatic Corps,
Observer Countries, and International Organizations,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to open this briefing session on the 30th Annual
Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF). On behalf of the National
Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand, | would like to thank you all for taking your
precious time to be with us today.

The Thai National Assembly is honored to host the 30th Annual Meeting of the
Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF 30th) during 26th-29th October 2022 under the
theme: “Parliaments and the Post-COVID-19 Sustainable Development”. The main
topics include, promoting parliamentary diplomacy for regional security, controlling
the biodiversity loss, and growing a green economy for inclusive development, as well
as increasing the use of renewable energy to achieve carbon neutrality or net zero
emissions, among others.

In considering all these topics, we need to recognize that COVID-19 is still with
us. Though many countries have downgraded the status of COVID-19, treating it as
endemic like influenza, it still needs to be classified as a communicable disease under

surveillance.
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This Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum provides us a good
opportunity for Member Countries to share and exchange their ideas on how best to
cope with not only COVID-19 but also other emerging contagious diseases in the future.
This time, parliamentary diplomacy will indeed help us to get on in the post-COVID-
19 era, while at the same time continuing our efforts to attain sustainable development
targets.

As we all realize, the COVID-19 pandemic and recent geopolitical conflicts are
threatening the world economy with a recession, which will have adverse impacts on
many countries the world over. However, | still believe that we will not let such
setbacks stand in our way, and that the collaborative efforts through parliamentary
diplomacy, with interaction of ideas and visions among Member Countries, will
contribute to the efforts to achieve our common objectives and sustainable
development goals.

Today, we have arranged this briefing session to give you information about the
upcoming program of the meetings and events, so that the diplomatic corps, the
observer countries, and the international organizations are most well informed and
have access to relevant information and the necessary facilities and services.

As we have put great effort in preparing this Annual Meeting, which will be the
last for this term of the host Parliament, we therefore hope that this event will be
most productive, rewarding and memorable. And we wish all delegates a pleasant stay

during their mission in Thailand.

Thank you
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1.7
Remark by
H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai
President of the National Assembly and
Speaker of the House of Representatives
On the occasion of the launch of Thai Language Translation of the Constitution of
India
On Friday, 12 Mérch 2021 at 17.30 hrs.
at the Shangri-La Hotel, Bangkok

alannsu
Her Excellency Ambassador Suchitra Durai, (Eﬁm’ﬁ Vﬂ,i)
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, | wish to express my sincerest thanks to Her Excellency Ambassador
Suchitra (g3n51) for kindly inviting me here to witness the launch of the Thai Language
Translation of the Constitution of India to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of
India’s Independence in the coming year 2022.

I would also like to highly commend Assistant Professor Surat Horachaikul (q%’mﬁ
Tusady na), Director of the Indian Studies Center, Chulalongkorn University, and his
team for their tireless effort in producing this Thai version of the Indian Constitution.
Their excellent work is not only of much academic value but also a great contribution
to Thai-Indian friendship and understanding.

(We also have here with us, Ms. Pattarat Hongtong (155n1 19¥124) who will
soon be Thai Ambassador to India.)

India is a great nation, whose history goes back at least to the Indus Valley
Civilization of more than 5,000 years. Southeast Asia has owed much to the Indian

civilization.
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The Indianization of the region had a lasting imprint on the languages and
cultures, as well as the religious beliefs, of the peoples of this region. In particular with
regard to Pali and Sanskrit used in Thai language; Excellency when Thai people hear
Ambassador by the name of Suchitra, she could very well be understood as a Thai
Ambassador to India as Suchitra is also a traditional name for Thai ladies.

India is also a wonder as the world’s largest democracy which will soon be the
most populous country in the world. For over 70 years, democracy stood the test of
time in a country with tremendous diversity. The success of the Constitution of India

has thus become a model that attracts attention and inspires people around the world.

Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

| wish to extend my sincere congratulations on the release of the Thai Language
Translation of the Constitution of India on this very important occasion. This effort will
be beneficial for our people, legal community, as well as parliamentarian works.

Finally, I look forward to working with Her Excellency Ambassador to keep our
democratic ties forward and to further enrich our friendship in the days and years to

come.
Thank you very much
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Winston Churchill Speech - We Shall Fight on the Beaches

We Shall Fight on the Beaches
June 4, 1940
House of Commons

From the moment that the French defenses at Sedan and on the Meuse were broken at the end of the
second week of May, only a rapid retreat to Amiens and the south could have saved the British and
French Armies who had entered Belgium at the appeal of the Belgian King; but this strategic fact was
not immediately realized. The French High Command hoped they would be able to close the gap, and
the Armies of the north were under their orders. Moreover, a retirement of this kind would have
involved almost certainly the destruction of the fine Belgian Army of over 20 divisions and the
abandonment of the whole of Belgium,. Therefore, when the force and scope of the German
penetration were realized and when a new French Generalissimo, General Weygand, assumed
command in place of General Gamelin, an effort was made by the French and British Armies in
Belgium to keep on holding the right hand of the Belgians and to give their own right hand to a newly
created French Army which was to have advanced across the Somme in great strength to grasp it.

However, the German eruption swept like a sharp scythe around the right and rear of the Armies of
the north. Eight or nine armored divisions, each of about four hundred armored vehicles of different
kinds, but carefully assorted to be complementary and divisible into small self-contained units, cut off
all communications between us and the main French Armies. It severed our own communications for
food and ammunition, which ran first to Amiens and afterwards through Abbeville, and it shore its
way up the coast to Boulogne and Calais, and almost to Dunkirk. Behind this armored and
mechanized onslaught came a number of German divisions in lorries, and behind them again there
plodded comparatively slowly the dull brute mass of the ordinary German Army and German people,
always so ready to be led to the trampling down in other lands of liberties and comforts which they
have never known in their own.

I have said this armored scythe-stroke almost reached Dunkirk-almost but not quite. Boulogne and
Calais were the scenes of desperate fighting. The Guards defended Boulogne for a while and were
then withdrawn by orders from this country. The Rifle Brigade, the 60th Rifles, and the Queen
Victoria's Rifles, with a battalion of British tanks and 1,000 Frenchmen, in all about four thousand
strong, defended Calais to the last. The British Brigadier was given an hour to surrender. He spurned
the offer, and four days of intense street fighting passed before silence reigned over Calais, which
marked the end of a memorable resistance. Only 30 unwounded survivors were brought off by the
Navy, and we do not know the fate of their comrades. Their sacrifice, however, was not in vain. At
least two armored divisions, which otherwise would have been turned against the British
Expeditionary Force, had to be sent to overcome them. They have added another page to the glories
of the light divisions, and the time gained enabled the Graveline water lines to be flooded and to be
held by the French troops.

Thus it was that the port of Dunkirk was kept open. When it was found impossible for the Armies of
the north to reopen their communications te Amiens with the main French Armies, only one choice
remained. It seemed, indeed, forlorn. The Belgian, British and French Armies were almost
surrounded. Their sole line of retreat was to a single port and to its neighboring beaches. They were
pressed on every side by heavy attacks and far outhumbered in the air.
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When, a week ago today, I asked the House to fix this afternoon as the occasion for a statement, I
feared it would be my hard lot to announce the greatest military disaster in our long history. I
thought-and some good judges agreed with me-that perhaps 20,000 or 30,000 men might be re-
embarked. But it certainly seemed that the whole of the French First Army and the whole of the
British Expeditionary Force north of the Amiens-Abbeville gap would be broken up in the open field
or else would have to capitulate for lack of food and ammunition. These were the hard and heavy
tidings for which I called upon the House and the nation to prepare themselves a week ago. The whole
root and core and brain of the British Army, on which and around which we were to build, and are to
build, the great British Armies in the later years of the war, seemed about to perish upon the field or
to be led into an ignominious and starving captivity.

That was the prospect a week ago. But another blow which might well have proved final was yet to
fall upon us. The King of the Belgians had called upon us to come to his aid. Had not this Ruler and
his Government severed themselves from the Allies, who rescued their country from extinction in the
late war, and had they not sought refuge in what was proved to be a fatal neutrality, the French and
British Armies might well at the outset have saved not only Belgium but perhaps even Poland. Yet at
the last moment, when Belgium was already invaded, King Leopold called upon us to come to his aid,
and even at the last moment we came. He and his brave, efficient Army, nearly half a million strong,
guarded our left flank and thus kept open our only line of retreat to the sea. Suddenly, without prior
consultation, with the least possible notice, without the advice of his Ministers and upon his own
personal act, he sent a plenipotentiary to the German Command, surrendered his Army, and exposed
our whole flank and means of retreat.

1 asked the House a week ago to suspend its judgment because the facts were not clear, but I do not
feel that any reason now exists why we should not form our own opinions upon this pitiful episode.
The surrender of the Belgian Army compelled the British at the shortest notice to cover a flank to the
sea more than 30 miles in length. Otherwise all would have been cut off, and all would have shared

the fate to which King Leopold had condemned the finest Army his country had ever formed. So in
doing this and in exposing this flank, as anyone who followed the operations on the map will see,
contact was lost between the British and two out of the three corps forming the First French Army,
who were still farther from the coast than we were, and it seemed impossible that any large number of
Allied troops could reach the coast.

The enemy attacked on all sides with great strength and fierceness, and their main power, the power
of their far more numerous Air Force, was thrown into the battle or else concentrated upon Dunkirk
and the beaches. Pressing in upon the narrow exit, both from the east and from the west, the enemy
began to fire with cannon upon the beaches by which alone the shipping could approach or depart.
They sowed magnetic mines in the channels and seas; they sent repeated waves of hostile aircraft,
sometimes more than a hundred strong in one formation, to cast their bombs upon the single pier that
remained, and upon the sand dunes upon which the troops had their eyes for shelter. Their U-boats,
one of which was sunk, and their motor launches took their toll of the vast traffic which now began.
For four or five days an intense struggle reigned. All their armored divisions-or what Was left of
them-together with great masses of infantry and artillery, hurled themselves in vain upon the ever-
narrowing, ever-contracting appendix within which the British and French Armies fought.

Meanwhile, the Royal Navy, with the willing help of countless merchant seamen, strained every nerve
to embark the British and Allied troops; 220 light warships and 650 other vessels were engaged. They
had to operate upon the difficult coast, often in adverse weather, under an almost ceaseless hail of
bombs and an increasing concentration of artillery fire. Nor were the seas, as I have said, themselves
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free from mines and torpedoes. It was in conditions such as these that our men carried on, with little
or no rest, for days and nights on end, making trip after trip across the dangerous waters, bringing
with them always men whom they had rescued. The numbers they have brought back are the measure
of their devotion and their courage. The hospital ships, which brought off many thousands of British
and French wounded, being so plainly marked were a special target for Nazi bombs; but the men and
women on board them never faltered in their duty.

Meanwhile, the Royal Air Force, which had already been intervening in the battle, so far as its range
would allow, from home bases, now used part of its main metropolitan fighter strength, and struck at
the German bombers and at the fighters which in large numbers protected them. This struggle was
protracted and fierce. Suddenly the scene has cleared, the crash and thunder has for the moment-but
only for the moment-died away. A miracle of deliverance, achieved by valor, by perseverance, by
perfect discipline, by faultless service, by resource, by skill, by unconquerable fidelity, is manifest to
us all. The enemy was hurled back by the retreating British and French troops. He was so roughly
handled that he did not hurry their departure seriously. The Royal Air Force engaged the main
strength of the German Air Force, and inflicted upon them losses of at least four to one; and the
Navy, using nearly 1,000 ships of all kinds, carried over 335,000 men, French and British, out of the
Jjaws of death and shame, to their native land and to the tasks which lie immediately ahead. We must
be very careful not to assign to this deliverance the attributes of a victory. Wars are not won by
evacuations. But there was a victory inside this deliverance, which should be noted. It was gained by
the Air Force. Many of our soldiers coming back have not seen the Air Force at work; they saw only
the bombers which escaped its protective attack. They underrate its achievements. I have heard much
talk of this; that is why I go out of my way to say this. I will tell you about it.

This was a great trial of strength between the British and German Air Forces. Can you conceive a
greater objective for the Germans in the air than to make evacuation from these beaches impossible,
and to sink all these ships which were displayed, almost to the extent of thousands? Could there have
been an objective of greater military importance and significance for the whole purpose of the war
than this? They tried hard, and they were beaten back; they were frustrated in their task. We got the
Army away; and they have paid fourfold for any losses which they have inflicted. Very large
formations of German aeroplanes-and we know that they are a very brave race-have turned on
several occasions from the attack of one-quarter of their number of the Royal Air Force, and have
dispersed in different directions. Twelve aeroplanes have been hunted by two. One aeroplane was
driven into the water and cast away by the mere charge of a British acroplane, which had no more
ammunition. All of our types-the Hurricane, the Spitfire and the new Defiant-and all our pilots have
been vindicated as superior to what they have at present to face.

When we consider how much greater would be our advantage in defending the air above this Island
against an overseas attack, I must say that I find in these facts a sure basis upon which practical and
reassuring thoughts may rest. I will pay my tribute to these young airmen. The great French Army
was very largely, for the time being, cast back and disturbed by the onrush of a few thousands of
armored vehicles. May it not also be that the cause of civilization itself will be defended by the skill
and devotion of a few thousand airmen? There never has been, I suppose, in all the world, in all the
history of war, such an opportunity for youth. The Knights of the Round Table, the Crusaders, all fall
back into the past-not only distant but prosaic; these young men, going forth every morn to guard
their native land and all that we stand for, holding in their hands these instruments of colossal and
shattering power, of whom it may be said that
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Every morn brought forth a noble chance
And every chance brought forth a noble knight,

deserve our gratitude, as do all the brave men who, in so many ways and on so many occasions, are
ready, and continue ready to give life and all for their native land.

I return to the Army. In the long series of very fierce battles, now on this front, now on that, fighting
on three fronts at once, battles fought by two or three divisions against an equal or somewhat larger
number of the enemy, and fought fiercely on some of the old grounds that so many of us knew so well-
in these battles our losses in men have exceeded 30,000 killed, wounded and missing. I take occasion
to express the sympathy of the House to all who have suffered bereavement or who are still anxious.
The President of the Board of Trade [Sir Andrew Duncan] is not here today. His son has been killed,
and many in the House have felt the pangs of affliction in the sharpest form. But I will say this about
the missing: We have had a large number of wounded come home safely to this country, but I would
say about the missing that there may be very many reported missing who will come back home, some
day, in one way or another. In the confusion of this fight it is inevitable that many have been left in
positions where honor required no further resistance from them.

Against this loss of over 30,000 men, we can set a far heavier loss certainly inflicted upon the enemy.
But our losses in material are enormous. We have perhaps lost one-third of the men we lost in the
opening days of the battle of 21st March, 1918, but we have lost nearly as many guns -- nearly one
thousand-and all our transport, all the armored vehicles that were with the Army in the north. This
loss will impose a further delay on the expansion of our military strength. That expansion had not
been proceeding as far as we had hoped. The best of all we had to give had gone to the British
Expeditionary Force, and although they had not the numbers of tanks and some articles of equipment
which were desirable, they were a very well and finely equipped Army. They had the first-fruits of all
that our industry had to give, and that is gone. And now here is this further delay. How long it will be,
how long it will last, depends upon the exertions which we make in this Island. An effort the like of
which has never been seen in our records is now being made. Work is proceeding everywhere, night
and day, Sundays and week days. Capital and Labor have cast aside their interests, rights, and
customs and put them into the common stock. Already the flow of munitions has leaped forward.
There is no reason why we should not in a few months overtake the sudden and serious loss that has
come upon us, without retarding the development of our general program.

Nevertheless, our thankfulness at the escape of our Army and so many men, whose loved ones have
passed through an agonizing week, must not blind us to the fact that what has happened in France
and Belgium is a colossal military disaster. The French Army has been weakened, the Belgian Army
has been lost, a large part of those fortified lines upon which so much faith had been reposed is gone,
many valuable mining districts and factories have passed into the enemy's possession, the whole of the
Channel ports are in his hands, with all the tragic consequences that follow from that, and we must
expect another blow to be struck almost immediately at us or at France. We are told that Herr Hitler
has a plan for invading the British Isles. This has often been thought of before. When Napoleon lay at
Boulogne for a year with his flat-bottomed boats and his Grand Army, he was told by someone.
"There are bitter weeds in England.”" There are certainly a great many more of them since the British
Expeditionary Force returned.



63

The whole question of home defense against invasion is, of course, powerfully affected by the fact that
we have for the time being in this Island incomparably more powerful military forces than we have
ever had at any moment in this war or the last. But this will not continue. We shall not be content
with a defensive war. We have our duty to our Ally. We have to reconstitute and build up the British
Expeditionary Force once again, under its gallant Commander-in-Chief, Lord Gort. All this is in
train; but in the interval we must put our defenses in this Island into such a high state of organization
that the fewest possible numbers will be required to give effective security and that the largest
possible potential of offensive effort may be realized. On this we are now engaged. It will be very
convenient, if it be the desire of the House, to enter upon this subject in a secret Session. Not that the
government would necessarily be able to reveal in very great detail military secrets, but we like to
have our discussions free, without the restraint imposed by the fact that they will be read the next day
by the enemy; and the Government would benefit by views freely expressed in all parts of the House
by Members with their knowledge of so many different parts of the country. I understand that some
request is to be made upon this subject, which will be readily acceded to by His Majesty's
Government.

We have found it necessary to take measures of increasing stringency, not only against enemy aliens
and suspicious characters of other nationalities, but also against British subjects who may become a
danger or a nuisance should the war be transported to the United Kingdom. I know there are a great
many people affected by the orders which we have made who are the passionate enemies of Nazi
Germany. I am very sorry for them, but we canneot, at the present time and under the present stress,
draw all the distinctions which we should like to do. If parachute landings were attempted and fierce
fighting attendant upon them followed, these unfortunate people would be far better out of the way,
for their own sakes as well as for ours. There is, however, another class, for which I feel not the
slightest sympathy. Parliament has given us the powers to put down Fifth Column activities with a
strong hand, and we shall use those powers subject to the supervision and correction of the House,
without the slightest hesitation until we are satisfied, and more than satisfied, that this malignancy in
our midst has been effectively stamped out.

Turning once again, and this time more generally, to the question of invasion, I would observe that
there has never been a period in all these long centuries of which we boast when an absolute
guarantee against invasion, still less against serious raids, could have been given to our people. In the
days of Napoleon the same wind which would have carried his transports across the Channel might
have driven away the blockading fleet. There was always the chance, and it is that chance which has
excited and befooled the imaginations of many Continental tyrants. Many are the tales that are told.
We are assured that novel methods will be adopted, and when we see the originality of malice, the
ingenuity of aggression, which our enemy displays, we may certainly prepare ourselves for every kind
of novel stratagem and every kind of brutal and treacherous maneuver. I think that no idea is so
outlandish that it should not be considered and viewed with a searching, but at the same time, I hope,
with a steady eye. We must never forget the solid assurances of sea power and those which belong to
air power if it can be locally exercised.

I have, myself, full confidence that if all do their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the best
arrangements are made, as they are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again able to defend
our Island home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of tyranny, if necessary for
years, if necessary alone. At any rate, that is what we are going to try to do. That is the resolve of His
Majesty's Government-every man of them. That is the will of Parliament and the nation. The British
Empire and the French Republic, linked together in their cause and in their need, will defend to the
death their native soil, aiding each other like good comrades to the utmost of their strength. Even
though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous States have fallen or may fall into the grip of
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the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the
end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing
confidence and growing sirength in the air, we shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we
shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the
streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment
believe, this Island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the
seas, armed and guarded by the British Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God's good time,
the New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old.
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John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address, 1961

Transcript

Inaugural Address of John F. Kennedy, Washington DC, January 20, 1961. (John F, Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum, National Archives and Records Administration, http://www.ifklibrary.org/Asset-
Viewer/BgXIEM9IF4024ntFI7SVA]A.aspx)

Vice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice President
Nixon, President Truman, Reverend Clergy, fellow citizens:

We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of freedom—symbolizing an end as
well as a beginning—signifying renewal as well as change. For I have swomn before you and
Almighty God the same solemn oath our forebears presciibed nearly a century and three-quarters
ago.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all
forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for
which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief that the rights of man
come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth from
this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new generation of
Americans—born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud
of our ancient heritage—and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those human
rights to which this nation has always been committed, and to which we are committed today at
home and around the world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the
success of liberty.

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of faithful
friends. United there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided there is
little we can do—for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.

To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that one
form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more iron
tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always hope
to find them strongly supporting their own freedom—and to remember that, in the past, those
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who foolishly sought power by riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.

To those people in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the bonds of mass
misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period is
required—not because the communists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but
because it is right. If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few
who are rich.

To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge—to convert our good words
into good deeds—in a new alliance for progress—to assist free men and free governments in
casting off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey of
hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression or
subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every other power know that this Hemisphere
intends to remain the master of its own house.

To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations, our last best hope in an age
where the instruments of war have far outpaced the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge of
support—to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective—to strengthen its shield of
the new and the weak—and to enlarge the area in which its writ may run.

Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer not a pledge but a
request: that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction
unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction.

We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms are sufficient beyond doubt can
we be certain beyond doubt that they will never be employed.

But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our present cowrse--
both sides overburdened by the cost of modern weapons, both rightly alaimed by the steady
spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain balance of terror that stays the
hand of mankind’s final war.

So let us begin anew—remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and
sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never fear to
negotiate.

Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems which divide
us.

Let both sides, for the first time, formulate serious and precise proposals for the inspection and
control of arms—and bring the absolute power to destroy other nations under the absolute
control of all nations.
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Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. Together let us explore
the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths and encourage the arts and
comimerce.

Let both sides unite to heed in all comers of the earth the command of Isaiah—to “undo the
heavy burdens . . . (and) let the oppressed go free.”

And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of suspicion, let both sides join in
creating a new endeavor, not a new balance of power, but a new world of law, where the strong
are just and the weak secure and the peace preserved.

All this will not be finished in the first one hundred days. Nor will it be finished in the first one
thousand days, nor in the life of this Administration, nor even pethaps in our lifetime on this
planet. But let us begin.

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final success or failure of our
course. Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans has been summoned to
give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who answered the call to
service surround the globe.

Now the trumpet summons us again—not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need—not as a
call to battle, though embattled we are—but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle,
year in and year out, “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation”—a struggle against the common
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself.

Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, East and West,
that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in that historic effort?

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending
freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility—I welcome it. I
do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any other
generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our
country and all who serve it—and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do
for your country.

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can
do for the freedom of man.

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same
high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only
sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love,
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asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God’s work must truly be our
own.
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| HAVE A DREAM
Martin Luther King, Jr.

! am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the
history of our nation.

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the Emancipation
Proclamation, This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been
seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years |ater, the life of the Negro is still sadly
crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a
lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still
languished in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here today
to dramatize a shameful condition.

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent
words of the Constitution and the Declaration of iIndependence, they were signing a promissory note to which every
American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be
guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has
defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of hanoring this sacred
obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the
great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to cash this check, a check that will give us upon demand
the riches of freedom and the security of justice,

We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. This is no time to engage in
the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises of
democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice.
Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time
to make justice a reality for all of God's children.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of the Negro's
legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is
not an end, but a beginning. And those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will
have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. And there will be neither rest nor tranquility in America
until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our
nation until the bright day of justice emerges.

But there is something that | must say to my people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads into the palace of
justice: In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy
our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle on the
high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again
and again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force.

The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all white
people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize that their
destiny is tied up with our destiny. And they have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our
freedom.

We cannot walk alone.
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And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead.
We cannot turn back.

There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as
long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as our
bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities.
We cannot be satisfied as long as the negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be
satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their self-hood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating: "For Whites
Only." We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he has
nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until "justice rolls down like waters,
and righteousness like a mighty stream,™

1 am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you have come fresh
from narrow jail cells. And some of you have come from areas where your quest -- quest for freedom left you battered
by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative
suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, go back to
Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our
northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed.

Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, | say to you today, my friends.

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, | still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in
the American dream.

| have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”

| have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners
will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

| have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with
the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

| have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their character.

| have a dream todayl

| have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the
words of "interposition" and "nullification” -- one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able
to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers,

| have a dream todayl

| have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shali be made low, the rough
places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and
all flesh shall see it together."2

This is our hope, and this is the faith that | go back to the South with.

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith, we will be able to
transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able
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to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be free one day.

And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with new meaning:
My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee | sing.

Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride,

From every mountainsicde, let freedom ringl

And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true.

And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.

Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York.

Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania.
Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado.

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California.

But not only that:

Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia.

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee,

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi.

From every mountainside, let freedom ring.

And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from
every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men,
Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual:

Free at last! Free at last!

Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!3
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