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Address by Hon. Mr. Kitti Wasinondh
Member of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand
At the 3™ Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’ Parliaments
Antalya, the Republic of Turkey, 9" October 2018

Excellencies, Your Honorables, Distinguished Colleagues,

1. On behalf of the National Legislative Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand,
May | express my sincere gratitude to the Grand National Assembly of Turkey for the hospitality
and excellence arrangements made for this 3" Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’
Parliaments in this beautiful city of Antalya, with a lot of sunshine and Turkish delights.

2. Thailand has participated in the series of the MSEP since it’s inception in Moscow
as well as in the second gathering in Seoul. So, many thanks to the Parliaments of the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Korea.

3. Itis timely to hold this meeting before the leaders from Asia and Europe meet
in Brussels, 18-19 October 2018 under the ASEM umbrella. And | am confident that what we are
discussing here will contribute to the actual enhancement of economic cooperation, environmental
protection and sustainable development in the Eurasian region. In this regard, we have heard
a number of valuable comments and advices from previous distinguished speakers, on which
| would like to add some more from our own experiences in promoting the sustainable development

in our country and Southeast Asian region.

Excellencies, Honorable Colleagues,

4. Thailand has been blessed by the Royal advice by His Majesty the late King
Bhumibol, Rama IX, on Sufficiency Economy Philosophy or in short, SEP, which has the underlined
principles on moderation, reasonableness and prudence, suided by true knowledge and virtues.

5. This Royal-bestowed philosophy made Thailand come back quite quickly on
our own feet after being hard hit by 1997 economic crisis, and manage to survive international
financial crisis in 2007-2008. For this, the UN Secretary-General sought an audience with His
Majesty the late King Bhumibol in 2006 to personally present to Him the UNDP first-ever Human
Development Lifetime Achievement, which have been witnessed by more than 4,300 sustainable
development projects initiated by the King since coming to the Throne in 1946.

6. The people of Thailand, as well as business alike, with the SEP philosophy in mind,
live their lives and prosper in balanced manners, while preserving and promoting better environments
for long-term development. The SEP may start on self-reliance, yet never limit on just being self-

sufficient, but to make us ready for open market and fluctuated global economy and circumstances.
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7. In this connection, SEP has various objectives for the development approach
which include 1) to achieve “sustainable development” 2) to improve people’s livelihoods
without destroying the environment and 3) to make people happy with due consideration to
geographical conditions, religious beliefs, racial groups, economic and social backgrounds.

8. As a matter of fact, our experiences from the late King’s guidance, followed
through by HM the current King Vajiralongkorn, make us very much comfortable with the UN
adopted 17 goals of the 2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development in 2015, which cover all
important elements, for people, planet, prosperity, peace and partnership.

9. The SDGs have therefore been incorporated in our 20-years National Strategy
(2017-2036), every 5-year economic and social development plan, and become an important

element in budget proposals and in the parliament’s scrutiny and oversight.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleman,

10. Itis our intention to share our experiences on SEP as an approach towards SDGs.
We did that during our G77 chairmanship in 2016. Since then, Thailand has been the ASEAN’s
coordinator on SDGs, on which we plan to launch the ASEAN SDGs Studies and Dialogues Center
in Bangkok, during our ASEAN Chairmanship in 2019, both at the governmental level and the
parliamentary front, AIPA. In addition, We also attach high importance on ASEAN Connectivity,
referring to the physical, institutional, and people-to-people linkages, which would greatly
contribute to our regional capacity to achieve the SDG goals by 2030.

11. Another experience in promoting SDGs in Thailand is through the works of social
enterprises, which are organizations that applies business strategies to maximize improvements
in financial, social and environmental well-being, maximizing profits along side with constructive
social impacts. We are in a process of making law promoting this particular kind of this socially
profitable businesses.

12. The Doi Tung Development project (DTDP) by Mae Fah Luang Foundation in the
North of Thailand is a good example of the SEP-based and people-centered Social Enterprises
in Thailand, established in 1988, having helped transform the lives of villagers who used to depend

on illicit drugs to earn a more-balanced, legitimate and prosperous livelihood.

Excellencies, Honorable Colleagues,

13. To end my address, may | propose the following:

® Ve, Parliamentarians, should promote necessary legislation, provide sufficient
budget, and play proper oversight roles to support the implementation of SDGs and people-

centered development.

® Social enterprises should be promoted for local and social strength and resilience.
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® National parliaments and their regional and inter-regional networks should
help form and encourage stronger regional and sub-regional cooperation and concerted efforts
to exchange best practices and experiences, as well as to work together in implementing SDGs.

® | ast but not least, Parliament should play active and assertive roles in making

all development schemes and projects serve the long-term interests of people and planet.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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Antalya Statement
The 3™ Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’ Parliaments
9+ October 2018
Antalya, the Republic of Turkey

1. We, the leaders and the representatives of the parliaments, gathered in Antalya,
Turkey on October 8-11, 2018 to participate in the 3™ Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’
Parliaments under the theme of “Economic Cooperation, Environment and Sustainable Development
in Eurasia”.

2. Bearing in mind the role of parliaments in creating an atmosphere to discuss issues
candidly and following up on the results of previous meetings in Moscow and Seoul, we exchanged
views on the means of promoting inter-parliamentary diplomacy to contribute to peace, stability
and prosperity in Eurasia.

3. Recognizing the significance of the development of the Eurasian region, we pledge
to intensify joint efforts in terms of legislative support and to explore possibilities to elaborate
stronger partnership in Eurasia for a future of shared, inclusive and sustainable growth and prosperity
by promoting cooperation in diverse areas of mutual interest, such as logistics, customs procedural
harmonization, intermodal connectivity, networks and infrastructure, ease of doing business and
transfer of technology with due respect to the relevant legislations of each country.

4. Believing in the broad development prospects of our countries and the vast
potential of cooperation, we reiterate our commitment to strengthening partnerships for common
development. We reaffirm our joint willingness to explore new areas towards a comprehensive
cooperation and a closer economic partnership, related to priority areas such as trade and investment,
manufacturing and minerals processing, energy, agriculture, infrastructure connectivity, financial
and economic cooperation, science, technology and innovation, and information and communication
technologies, among others.

5. We take note of the desire of willing countries to encourage the use of new ways
to facilitate trade and economic activities through local means.

6. We recognize that the multilateral trading system is facing unprecedented
challenges. We voice our commitment to an open world economy with efficient allocation
of resources, free flow of goods and services, and fair and orderly competition, supporting
sustainable development and prosperity of all countries.

7. We reaffirm our support for an open, inclusive, non-discriminatory, transparent
and rule-based multilateral trading system as embodied in the WTO. We, those who represent
WTO member states’ parliaments, reiterate our commitments to ensure implementation and
enforcement of existing WTO rules and are determined to work together to further strengthen

the WTO, rejecting trade practices incompatible with its principles.
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8. We note the importance of joint efforts of interested countries, international
organizations and associations for coordinating national development strategies and multilateral
integration projects, including those implemented through the Eurasian Economic Union, the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, within the Belt and Road Initiative, ASEAN Connectivity, and
during the ongoing negotiations on the establishment of the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) in order to form a mutually beneficial, open and equal partnership in the
Eurasia area.

9. We encourage full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
in accordance with the national rules and regulations. We will advocate equitable, open,
innovation-driven and inclusive development, to achieve sustainable development goals by
2030 in its three dimensions -economic, social and environmental - in a balanced and integrated
manner. We support the important role of the United Nations, including the High Level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), in coordinating and reviewing global
implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and support the effective implementation of reform of
the UN Development System with a view to enhancing its capability in supporting Member
States in implementing the 2030 Agenda.

10.  We recognize the importance of the role of the Parliaments in prioritizing environment-
related challenges such as climate change, drought, deforestation, desertification, land degradation,
natural disasters, loss of biological diversity, water scarcity in the national agendas in line with
the Sustainable Development Goals with a view to enhancing close cooperation and coordinated
measures among Eurasian countries in terms of adaptation and resilience building to combat
adverse effects of these challenges.

11. Recalling the Paris Agreement that aims to strengthen the global response to
the threat of climate change, we reiterate our commitment to fulfilling the responsibility of
parliaments for the implementation of Nationally Determined Contributions including through
environmentally friendly legislative measures and budgeting for programs to reduce greenhouse
emissions, where appropriate.

12. We stand committed to the resolution of conflicts by peaceful means without
resorting to the threat or use of force, in accordance with the universally recognized principles
of international law and the Charter of the United Nations. In this regard, we fully recognize
the central role of the United Nations in promoting and strengthening international peace and
security.

13. Believing that there could be no military solution to the Syrian conflict, we
support efforts aimed at advancing the Syrian-led and Syrian-owned process for reaching a
political settlement in line with the UN Security Council Resolution 2254. We call upon all
parties to the Syrian conflict to avoid actions that could threaten the civilian population
which would impede the creation of conditions for the safe and voluntary return of refugees

and internally displaced persons to their places of residence in Syria.
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14. We respect the commitment of the two Koreas to dialogue for a lasting peace
on the Korean Peninsula including inter-Korean summits. We agree on the peaceful resolution
of the North Korean nuclear issue through continued dialogue and support comprehensive
approach and cooperation to establish a permanent peace regime on the Korean Peninsula.

15. We reiterate our condemnation of terrorism in all its forms, organizations and
manifestations, regardless of race and religion. We acknowledge the necessity of a comprehensive
and sustained response to the threat of terrorism and extremism. Believing that no state can
address this threat alone, we pledge to work together to protect our citizens, strengthen
global security, foster stability, and help create the conditions for long- term success.

16. Recognizing that cybersecurity is a cross-cutting issue that requires coordinated
efforts to address effectively and the cyber domain potentially represents an opportunity for
significant regional economic and technological development, we affirm the need to build
closer cooperation and coordination in Eurasia on cybersecurity issues including policy
development, confidence building measures and capacity building initiatives. We welcome
the call made by the State of Qatar in cooperation with UN agencies to convene and host
an International Conference on cyber security.

17. Extending our sincere appreciation to the Grand National Assembly of the Republic
of Turkey for hosting and organizing the 3 Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’ Parliaments,
and acknowledging the efforts of the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea and the
State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation on initiating MSEAP and co-
hosting the meeting, we agreed to accept the invitation of the Republic of Kazakhstan to
host the 4™ Meeting in 2019.
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