












































































































































Inter-Parliamentary Union - 108" Conference

Security Council Resolution 1441. The
inspectors had stated that they were satisfied
with lraqi cooperation. However action had
been taken to realise pre-planned objectives
and the effectiveness of the Security Council in
general had been questioned. The United
States and the United Kingdom had refused to
go back to the United Nations and so had
embarked on war without any legal authority,
merely to fulfil their own ends.

Israel and the United States were allied. There
was a similarity between Israeli aggression and
that by the United States and the United
Kingdom in that both showed no consideration
for legality or public opinion, including that
demonstrated in Washington DC and in
London. Israel had ignored numerous United
Nations resolutions with the blessing of the
United States, which financially rewarded
Israel's oppression and expansion at a cost of
millions of dollars. it continued to use its United
Nations veto to the benefit of Israel. Israel had
weapons of mass destruction, had nuclear
weapons and refused inspections and
international safequards. War had been
declared against Irag merely on the suspicion
of weapons of mass destruction, yet Israel
already had such weapons. Weapons of mass
destruction were no more than a pretext for the
United States to achieve its own objectives.
Security Council resolutions 424, 328 and 425
should be implemented in full. Israel must
withdraw to the borders of 1967. A plan for
peace was required. There was a legitimate
right for a Palestinian State with its capital at
Jerusalem. In conclusion, he affirmed that the
IPU and United Nations had a vital role to play
in a chaotic world.

Mr. JA. MORTES PONS (Andorra) said that
the international community could not remain
indifferent to the terrible events in Iraq. The
Inter-Parliamentary Union should adopt a
resolution that would enable a rapid end to the
conflict. The origin of the Andorran Parliament
lay in the agreement entered into by two
thirteenth century lords. Since that time,
Andorra had not experienced war. That period
of peace had allowed it to strengthen its
freedoms and institute political pluralism. The
process had culminated ten years previously
with the drafting of a Constitution that had
become the fundamental instrument of political
life in the small country. Andorra’s strength lay
in its capacity for dialogue, its self-control and
its ability to adapt. It had no other weapon but
negotiation. Currently the United Nations was
being criticised because it had failed to resolve
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the Iraqi crisis peacefully. In defence of that
international organisation he pointed out that
on the contrary the crisis proved the need to
strengthen the authority conferred upon it by its
founding Charter. He paid fribute to the high
level of cooperation between the Inter-
Parliamentary Union and the United Nations.
Every effort had to be made in the future by
means of United Nations intervention to
prevent another conflict. In conclusion, he drew
attention to the message that the co-prince,
Jacques Chirac, had addressed to the
Andorrans on 14 March during celebrations of
the tenth anniversary of the Constitution.
Andorra, Mr. Chirac had said, "could reap only
benefits from its fight for democracy and for
democratic values, and the most important of
those benefits was peace".

Mr. A.A. EL-HARDALLO (Sudan) said that the
Conference was being held at a critical
juncture, at a time when the international
community, law and legality had been
disrupted and imperilled. The international
community seemed powerless, the world's
problems running contrary to understanding
and human and divine law. What the United
States was doing entailed a violation of human
rights, in the face of which the international
community was unable to do more than
express its shame and powerlessness. It was a
threat not just to the region but to the world.

He commended the work done by the IPU to
further freedom. Peace was being restored in
Sudan and the country had made great strides
in development - not just on the economic
front but also in relation to its political
institutions. A national programme had been
developed with specific goals. Sudan was
fortunate to have recently discovered new oil
fields. There had been a new influx of foreign
direct investment, for which the doors were
wide open.

Sudan had closely followed the actions taken
against the people of Iraq and Palestine in a
region that was a world flashpoint. The
aggressors had to hear the voice of wisdom, for
the struggle of people for self-determination
was just. The occupied territories should be
liberated. He called on the United Nations to
strengthen its Charter; the United Nations
should be efficient in upholding law. Terrorism
was not merely the activity of renegades but
could be perpetrated by States - as it currently
was by the United States. Such double
standards must end. The Muslim world was a
civilised one and a source of pride for all
mankind. The IPU had a large responsibility as
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