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olitics 1S SO muc

like history

- Looking. Back

THEY SAY THAT POLITICS IS
something that easily gets into your
system, Once you have been involved
in It, chances are that it will stick
with you the rest of your life,

And that is true in the case of Mr
Prasert Pattamasukhon, secretary-
general of the National Assembly who
has just retired at the beginning of this
month, after having spent not less than
38 years of his life inside the Assem-
bly.

=1 was one of the first batchof peo-
ple chosen to work on theadministrative
gide of the assemblyright after the
revolution fn 1932," he said.

Trery were altogether six of them.
Mr Praseri himgell was at that time
still stsi-fig In Thammasat Unlver-
sity éﬂ‘
=“After ti~ change of government
from abs.is- monarchy to constitu-
tional monarchy, the countrywasgoing
to have its own Parliamentfor the first
time and they needed spme people to
work for the Assembly®he sald. “At
first we had to work very hard indeed,
with the preparation for the opening
of the assembly, the procedural ar-
rangements, {ixing up the places and
system of working and so forth.”

It was fascihating to listen to a
man with such a vast experience I
politics reminiscing of his years in

_the assembly, Particularly in the case

of Mr, Prasert who has becn with the
assembly throughout tts39 years of life
and has whnessed all kinds of changes
that have tiken place in the nation's
centre of government,
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“It was very difficult and hectic
at first,” recalled Mr, Prasert. *T re-
member we had to work hard to cope
with all the unexpected workload that
kept cropping up. Everybody was new
in the work. Never before had the coun-
try ever had an Assembly, We had
to think hard of all possible ways to
cover all aspecis of the work.

*“Very few people had any ideas of
what to be done. At that time, Luang
Pradit (Mr Pridi Phanomyong)seemed
to know more than anybody else and
everyonehad to go to him to ask for
advice!®

Election for the representatives to
the House was an innovation, After the
revolution on Aoril 24, 1932, an in-
terim constitution was declared on the
27th and the follow ing day, the assem-
bly was set up and members were
appointed. Luang Pradit became the
first secretary-general to the Assem-
bly. He was also holding a post of a

minister without portfolio,

The flrst assembly was formed to
draw a constitution for the country.
It was completed and declared on De-
cember 10 of the same year,

‘The Assembly was very powerful
at that time,” said Mr Prasert.

“It had the power to nominate the
prime mhister. The first manwhowas
asked to be the prime minister by the
assembly was Phya Manopakornniti-
thada, I remember vividly that he
asked for time to think it over and to
consult Luang Pradit first. This was
also recorded in the memoof the meet-

. afterwards, he agreed to
the appointment.”

But the representatives from the
people had not been elected 1mtil Nov-
ember 15 of the following year. Two
categories of members came toParlia-
ment: the first one were the 78 repre-
sentatives elected by district repre-
sentatives who In turn were chosen by
the people In the districts, and the se-
cond category of members, also num-
bering 78, came to *old session in the
same assembly,

The early period of constitutional
monarchy b Thailand was full of ex-
citement and anxleties some of which
Mr Prasert remembered very well
until today:

“There was the time when King
Phra Pok Klao (Rama VII) abdicated.
The assembly was caught rather un-
aware of It and we had to sit back
and think of a way to cope with the
sftuation. Luckily, it came out fine in
the end.

“And there was another time when
the Prince Regent (Prince Aditya)sent
us a Jetter indicating his wish to re-
sign from the po:i, The matter was
discussed fully until late hours In the
assembly and the permission for re-
signation was granted. )

“Then immediately we received an-
other letter (rom the prince saying
that in his previons letter he was
only contemplating to resign from the
regency, he did not actually want to
resign.

“We had to rush back tothe agsem-
bly and discuss the matter all over
again. 1t was such a hectic time for
us.”

All through his 38 years with the
assembly, Mr Prasert has witnessed

every step of changes inside the Na-
tional Assembly

“When the Assembly[irst came int
existence,® he said, *most members
were still restrained and reserved in
their attitudes and expressions in the
debate. The discussion was less heat-
ed. Everybody was still possessing a
certain degree of nhibition. Nobody
raised his voice unnecessarfly.

*They were restrained even n the
way they dressed. In those days, men
wore Pa Chong Kraben (a kind of sa-
rong-lke cloth in plain colowr silk
with its end gathered up and tucked
at the back) and Nehru-style jacket.
Only a few members who had received
their education abroad came to the
sesslon nWestern-style suits.

“They were so proper in their
manners and so polite to each other
in those days.”

But the Assembly had never been
lacking In colourful members who
added zest and vitality plus occasional
laughter to-the house,

“There was Mr Cham Chamras-
netr,” reminisced Mr Prasert, *MP
from Nakhon S| Tha mmarat who walk-
ed into the assembly hall holding a
lantern and complaining that the coun-
try was in such a gloomy state that
one had to carry a lantern wherever
one went. Sometimes, he even strip-
ped off his shirt and sat down on the
lawn in the Assembly compound to
worship the sun,

*Some members accused him of
being sane but the constitution ar-
bitrators ruled that he was all right
and could carry on with his work.

*Then there were some other mem-
bers who like to do things that woald
draw attention to them such as Mr
Kularb Keovimol and Mr, Koklat Sat-
tasen who carried satchels into the
House.

Mr Prasert thinks that contempo-
rary members of Parliament know
more about thefr duty and the func-
tioning of the Assembly than those in
the past. They also have awider scope
of lmowledge and the debate and ques-
tions in the House have becom: more
relevant and deeper in subject-mat-
ters.

“That Is a good sign for our de-
mocracy,” safid Mr Prasert who had
just been given a silver ciga-
rette box by Prime.Minister Iha-
nom Ki%ikachorn in appreciation of
his long servicetothe  National As-
sembly. “I myself feel very glad about
e

- —Banyat Tasaneeyavej
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