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PREFACE

His Majesty King Prajadhipok, Rama VII, as-
cended the throne in 1925 at a time of economic
stress and political uncertainty. However, the King
was not disheartened. Ever conscious of his duty, he
tackled the problems facing the nation with determina-
tion and meticulousness. His efforts contributed to
the alleviation of many of the problems. For example,
government spending was curtailed by the establish-
ment of the Financial Council. Inthe political realm, he
embarked on a plan to introduce democracy to the
Kingdom by making arrangements for municipal
government so that the people may learn to govern
themselves. Simultaneously, he had two draft consti-
tutions prepared such that Siam could in time become
a Constitutional Monarchy. When his well-meaning
plan was overtaken by the coup of 1932, he willingly
relinquished the Monarch's absolute powers and put
his signature to the 10 December 1932 constitution
in the sincere hope that it would herald the day of
popular sovereignty in Siam. Later in 1935, When he
deemed it no longer possible for him, as a constitu-
tional monarch, to "assist and protect the people”, he
abdicated.

The King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai
Barni Memorial Foundation is publishing this pictorial
biographical volume so that people, Thai and foreign
alike, may learn about the King's biography and
activities and be appreciative of his efforts. The pre-
sentation is in the form and a pictorial essay, with
more lengthy explanations in the reference section.
The photographs are mostly drawn from the collection
housed at the National Archives.

The Foundation wishes to gratefully acknow-
ledge the assistance of the National Archives and its
staff and to thank Mom Rajawongse Supicha Sonakul
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and Khun Warunyupa Sanitwongse na Ayudhya who
kindly prepared the English language text. It very
much hopes that this book will kindle and enliven the
interest to students and others such that they may
come to appreciate better the King's thoughtful and
determined efforts in the service of his people and the

nation.

The King Prajadhipok and Queen
Rambhai Barni Memorial Foundation
December 1988



R1ILY

A1
wyzplssRusewszasnatioAtlunssumsudanszUnindudnegnn
Wyz 17U
WIZTN BN RN
ﬂ'maﬁﬁ]m:mmﬁmﬁwﬁﬂmmgs
ANNFNRUE UANIUTANA
NIRRT IANHINULAL NIRRT
MARGIAITE
NIIAIR A
nINHIS
maRssuLamd ATy
ITURRDINTEUATATL oo U
MIATUNWIEINTNIUIFEI TN
LBIDTINNIW
UTIAILNIN

NIANKIAN

ey}
da
a/d
=1}
we
eod
oad
aloe
il
e}
odd

abm






WIZINTU TGRS NTEINT-
NIHuf TWNIZ UMD

s

m:ﬂnmé’mﬁﬂaq 4

wizLnamawszUnindninegwy nraduwszing-
lovanizasdgariulunszumaudanszanaandnite-
W SEnef @ uRsRALGINTIA WIS UNILTNINEiuan
wdansETsunmda iUl @ woedinou WA ecas
WITWWANTY FuAIWIHIIgnese 1iWdstenFun-
Analeiy  nowasanilansefnerantuea lnouss
nnBInnuwaRNAI I TH N TRRD T BNA T TuTl
WA, eeew laEatlunTfinen mo Usanesings A
Anunstaei (Eton College) Tudualboy amiunsata
AnsnlulsaSouutwden 1fleajs (The Royal Military
Academy, Woolwich) NI TN IF ne ATt
Tl uaensdldsiudsdaiu wiosauadiafudng uns
NBITWUNEINOY WAIIINHMAFINALANTITUT N7 TN
winwrstulugier » U nisefiusnsusarit wisadnds
Flwwsld (luvsanesdadidan) udduadalunssdnen
“Tmm‘mmsg‘uﬁzaqm’luisaﬁuummﬁmwmﬁ LONOR
wauns (LEcole de Guerre) Ussnariaeas Tulaod
WA, oabe IAEFINAUNIMTITUTIINITNITUN daale
mmﬂmju"aﬁumanaowaﬂmmnﬁ o WAL TP
naanTtulngf @ Bl we. eeve  TMTIRTINT:-
srsgnuziupifionem eyt ldade
ARALAEAUNTZTUIRIRY @ Wizaan  nansalesimez-
s wRounTs o sRoe u URIULRM AR SRt Tait
|.fiam:mwamﬁam:uaqgmﬁmﬁmﬁu SEnef b
®FIR0T100 IuUR we AOAInEu WA, wave 39
FDINTITUNTEITNTRNLURF LA URLE NAUNVE TN TS -
mmdéf’mglmj AMASIRULUA URTWILINTWANIRYTTE-
nyralusanisfi v riog Aldnsaduwszsimnnin dw
NIIRNTMLERIY nisiUssrunInideslunTuInag
TNMIHUEY  WIzITREUTHs AN T T u e Tui
b NUNTHUS WA, oo
m:mmmﬁaws:ﬂmnﬁu*ﬁmuy‘wﬁméﬁ?umaav
mﬁﬂmj’aﬁmztamﬁm:mﬁvlmumnar;“ilum:n:ﬂ
TR TWRBIT UM U sEemialan annadainng
AnUINgNeaInIRNENIIN 71BN AN

wizaen iR lanTatorioaewssinan IR uminuuIe  NaL

H.M.KING PRAJADHIPOK : A
BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

H.M. King Prajadhipok (Rama VII) was born on
November 8, 1893, the youngest son of King Chula-
longkorn (Rama V) and Queen Saowapha. In 1906,
he went to England for further studies at Eton
College and later at the Royal Military Academy at
Woolwich. Upon completing his studies, he became
an honourary commissioned officer of the British
Army in 1913. On his return to Siam, he served in the
Royal Siamese Artillery Guard Regiment for six years.
Having married Her Serene Highness Princess
Rambhai Barni (née Svasti), he went for additional
training in France at L’Ecole de Guerre. Having been
certified as an officer of the General Staff, he returned
to Siam to resume his military service. In the same
year he was named heir to the throne on account of
the fact that three of his elder brothers had died in
quick succession. He was also royally granted the
title of the Prince of Sukhothai.

Upon the death of King Vajiravudh (Rama VI) on
November 25, 1925, he was beseeched by a council
of senior princes and high officials to take up the
crown in accordance with the late King's will and the
law of succession. He accepted reluctantly, because
he felt relatively inexperienced in the affairs of state.
His coronation was held on February 25, 1926.

His accession was at a time of economic stress,
a condition that beset the world, and also of domestic
political ferment. Nonetheless, the young King em-
barked upon the ominous royal task with a great
sense of duty towards the dynasty, the Kingdom and
the people.

During the nine years of his reign, he carried out
his royal duties thoughtfully, courageously and with
perseverence. He purposefully went on tours of the
provinces so that he could gain first hand knowledge
about his people and the conditions they faced. In
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accordance with true royal tradition, he shared in the
joys and sorrows of his people and worked for their
benefit.

In the economic realm, he courageously went
ahead with the unpopular policy of reducing the
government budget, set up a Financial Council to
control spending, and reduced greatly his own
budgetary allocation.

In the political sphere, his opinion has always
been that the absolute monarchical form of govern-
ment was fast becoming outdated. He thus set about
preparing for a step-by-step transformation of the
political system into a constitutional monarchy. He
created the Supreme Council of State, made up of
senior princes, to advise him. He established the
Committee of the Privy Council as, to quote the
King himself, “a restraining influence against (the
Monarch's) misuse of power” and “"as a means of
experimenting and learning in methods of parliamen-
tary debate”. He also set in train efforts at organizing
municipalities “as a means of teaching the people
how to vote”, hoping that they would learn first “to
control local affairs before they attempt to control
state affairs through a parliament”.

His interest in education, knowledge and religion
were linked. While he saw education as the key to
progress and science as the way to development,
he recognized early that the influx of modern know-
ledge was likely to upset the Thai social fabric. He
therefore proposed that the acquisition of modern
knowledge should go hand in hand with moral edu-
cation. The wat and the monks should continue to
play a role. He also wanted to direct education to-
wards socializing the people in the democratic way
of life.

His systematic approach to political develop-
ment was overtaken by the “Khana Rasdorn” coup
of June, 24, 1932 demanding constitutional govern-
ment. Naturally, the King conceded, relinquished
his absolute powers and put his signature to the
country's first permanent constitution of December
10, 1932, thereby symbaolizing the granting of sove-
reign powers to the general populace.
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During the next few years, this first Constitu-
tional Monarch tried his best to exert a constructive
influence on the process of political transition. When
negotiations failed to produce a mutually acceptable
agreement containing what were to him important
controls on oligarchical rule and measures to safe-
guard civil liberties, he abdicated. His instrument of
abdication of March 2, 1935, sent from England where
he was recuperating from an eye operation, reads in
part :

“...l-am whole heartedly willing to relinquish the
powers vested in me from times past to the general
populace. However, | will not relinquish them to any
one person or group so that it may be used absolutely
without listening to the real voices of the people.” __

The King remained in England with his sole
consort, Queen Rambhai Barni, and lived a quiet
life, devoid of pomp and avoiding politics until his
untimely death on May 30, 1941 at the age of 48.
He was cremated unceremoniously in  London.
His ashes were brought by the Dowager Queen
to Bangkok in 1949. The Queen lived on to the
advanced age of 79 when she passed away in May
22,1984.
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King Prajadhipok (Rama VII) in full-dress uniform of Field Marshal of the Royal Thai Army, wearing decorations

of the most illustrious order of Chula Chom Klao (Special Class).
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King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) and Queen Saowabha, King Prajadhipok's Royal Parents.
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King Chulalongkorn and Queen Saowabha

with their sons (in direct line of succession).
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King Prajadhipok, youngest son born to King Chula-
longkorn and Queen Saowabha on November 8, 1893,
was royally named "Somdej Chao Fa Prajadhipok
Sukdidechana”.
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King Chulalongkorn's royal children (Prince

Prajadhipok standing extreme right, front row.)
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Prince Prajadhipok with the Queen Mother.



aln

Ollabiiatd

a. mt’mmwﬁfﬂm:‘dﬂmﬁmﬁmyjiﬁ
. RUAIATZASWTSUNTWINIEEUAD
. FANTWNS)AaT0D

. ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁwqumﬂ?zaﬂ

Form left :

—_

Prince Prajadhipok.
Queen Saowabha.

Prince Asadang.
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Prince Jutatuj
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Prince Prajadhipok with his brothers born also of
Queen Saowabha :

Prince Asadang (centre), Prince Jutatuj (right).
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A.D. 1899 : six year old Prince Prajadhipok

was enrolled in the Junior Cadet School.
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Prince Prajadhipok (seated extreme right)
with King Chulalongkorn and Prince

Adalbert of Germany, royal visitor to the

Kingdom of Siam in 1904,
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Prince Prajadhipok at the age of ten. WITL Y]WNL@T'DW'St'dﬂt.ﬂﬂ’ﬂﬁ!’]ﬂyu'ﬂ’] NIATUNIL
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Photograph of Prince Prajadhipok signed for his
brother-Prince Vajiravudh (later to become King Rama V1),
on March 9, 1905. This photograph was taken by

his father, King Chulalongkorn,
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Prince Prajadhipok (right) and his royal brother,

Prince Urupong.
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Pavilion for the Ceremonial Bath at the
Tonsure Ceremony of Princes Prajadhipok

and Urupong on March 4, 1906.
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Upon being elevated to the royal title of Kromakhun Sukothai Dhammaraja in1908.
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Prince Prajadhipok in cadet uniform taken after the

Tonsure Ceremony in 1906.
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Prince Prajadhipok in cadet uniform taken before going

to Europe in July 1906.
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Prince Prajadhipok, at Eton College,

a well known public school in England.
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Y a2,

’ from England to visit his brother, Prince Mahidol

who was studying in Germany.
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Prince Prajadhipok in uniform of the Royal Military at

Woolwich, England.

VHENTIFNITINM TN TIRLTEINABINO WITU MR-
witinQInandnegy naawsznimnluIaingy
T¥asanszomdunusouaTuannes  FaNaNTUNKITURIAAN

SNuINTEe9n 1T WA, wede

While he was studying at Woolwich, England,
he was appointed Honorary Second-Lieutenant,

Royal Page Regiment, Royal Thai Army in 1911.
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He was promoted to Lieutenant in 1913.
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Prince Prajadhipok, in Royal Horse Artillery Uniform “L" he returned home in 1915.
Battery, while a Sub-Lieutenant (Honorary Rank) at

Aldershot, England, 1914.
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Prince Prajadhipok served as Aide-De-Camp to Field Marshal Chao Fa Chakrapong

(Krommaluang Pitsanuloke), Chief of the Army General Staff.
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Prince Prajadhipok (seated left), promoted to the rank of Army Captain, Commander of

the Battery of the Royal Artillery Guard.
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Ordained monk at the Temple of the Emerald Buddha, 1917. The royal mentor.
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Among novices and newly-ordained monks at Wat Bovornives in 1917.
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Wedded to Mom Chac Rambhai Barni, daughter of Kromapra Svasti, in a royal ceremony

at Bang Pa-in Palace on 26 August 1918,
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Model of the menu card frame for the wedding banquet

at Bang Pa-in Palace in 26 August 1918.
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Royal Wedding Registration Book with the signatures

of the bridal couple, King Vajiravudh as the groom's sponsor

and witness, other witnesses were princes and princesses

of the blood royal.
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Sukhothai Palace
Home of the newly-weds, a wedding
gift from the Dowager Queen Saowabha
(Sukhothai Jar, symbol of the Palace,

in the Palace Ground).
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During his trip to Rome and Paris for medical check-up and treatment in 1920.
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Prince Prajadhipok joined L'Ecole Superieure de Guerre,
Paris.for further military study. He graduated on 25 April

1924 and returned home in December 1924.
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On November 26, 1925, King Rama VI passed away. A Council of Senior Princes and high

officials invited him to succeed his brother. He was anointed King on 25 February, 1926.
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The Regalia.
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The Royal Utensile and the Eight

Weapons of Sovereignty.
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The inscription of full royal title on gold tablet being
borne on a carriage into the ceremonial precinct in
the Grand Palace.

RAEFTINTZNTBIAUBNAUIMU BUATWITAINI T

NIUMRIEWITRI T oW afilen

Receiving sacred water from the Prince Patriarch.
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Seated upon the octagonal fig-wood throne under an
umbrella of state, the King received anointments from

] ) cremonial r fully crowned and with full regalia.
brahmins and court pandits. obe fully 9

The King on the Bhadrapith (the Noble Throne) in
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The King wearing the Kathin Crown, surrounded by chamberlains and pages bearing the regalia.
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The King seated upon the throne under the nine-tiered
white umbrella of state in The Hall of Amarindra
receiving homage and good will from princes of the blood

royal, the diplomatic corps and the whole officialdom.
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The investiture of the Queen.
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Seated on the throne in the Hall of Amarindra.
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Attended by young ladies of the royal family bearing various articles of personal and domestic use, Their Majesties

proceeded to the royal residence of Chakrabarti Biman at 21.51 hours on coronation day.
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On February 27, 1926, Their
Majesties appeared on the
balcony of the Chakri Hall to

receive greetings from

well-wishers.
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The royal procession to worship the principal shrines of Bavornives and Jetubon Monasteries, 1 March 1926.
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The grand procession of State Barges. His Majesty on board the “Subana Hongs", 3 March 1926.
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Borne on a Royal Palanquin from the Royal Barge

into Wat Arun (Temple of Dawn), 3 March 1926.
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Performing the rite of offerings to the great

predecessors at Trimuk Pavillion in the Ancient

Palace at Ayudhya.
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Construction of the royal seaside resort

at Hua Hin - The Klai Kangwon, 1927.
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Playing the “Saw Oo", a Thai musical instrument. He had a great interest in Thai classical music

and wrote several compositions in classical style.
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The Supreme Council of State was appointed on 28 November 1925.
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Prince Nagara Svarga , Chairman of The Committee to Adjust the Supreme Council
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In order to increase political awareness among the public, the King aimed to educate the people about the system of local

government, i.e. Municipal Government.
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Comments on report by Mr. R.D. Craig.
Chairman of the Committee to study the

introduction of Municipal Government.
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Visiting His People
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King Prajadhipok had strong determination to work for the welfare of the people.
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King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai Barni at a co-operative meeting in Pitsanuloke on 2 January 1927.
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Inspecting a Nan Para-Military Rangers at Denchai Railway Station, Phrae, 10 January 1927.
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From the balcony, King Prajadhipok and His Queen thanking the people for their warm welcome on 11 January 1927,
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The King, studying the plan of Chiangrai Military

Barracks,18 January 1927.
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Royal ride on elephant entering the city of Chiangmai

through the first welcoming arch, 22 January 1927.
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Royal visit to the Maccormick Hospital, Chiangmai, 28 January 1927.

Karen tribesmen greeting the royal visitors in Chiangmai, 22 January 1927.
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The Lord-Lieutenant of Monthon Phuket waiting to

greet the royal visitors, Pattalung Railway Station,
25 January 1929.
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Royal visit to Trang on 26 January 1929.
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On a royal trip by car to Kao Pina cave, Trang, 10 February 1929.

A welcoming arch built by a chinese community at Bangsuan, Ranong, 1929.
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Royal visit to Phuket, 1929.
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Foreign traders and mine-owners greeting the royal visitors in Phuket, 1929.
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Royal visit to Muang Naluk, a mine in Phuket, 1929.
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Punyee Island in Panga, photographed by the King from the Royal Yacht, 1929.
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The King and Queen went to watch a solar eclipse at Cokepo, Pattani. The telescope was set up

by German scientists, May 1929.
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Government officials accompanying the royal visitors in Pattani, May 1929.
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Official visits to Singapore and The Dutch East Indies (25 July - 11 October 1929).
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Inspecting a Hydro - Electric Plant at a reservoir in Ubruk, Java, 9 August 1929,
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Inspecting an active volcano : Papandayan, Jisrupan, Garut in Java, 22 August 1929.
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Beautiful welcoming arch in Surakarta.
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The King and Queen left Bangkok on a Royal Yacht Chakri on their visit to Indochina, 6 April - 8 May 1930.
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Inspecting the guards of honour in front of The French Governor General's Palace, 14 April 1930.
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The King and Queen lay wreaths at The Temple do Souvenir Annamite, Saigon, 15 April 1930.
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Inspecting The Waldeck Rousseau, A French Warship, at Saigon, 16 April 1930.
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Royal photograph taken with the French Governor General of Indochina, 23 April 1930.
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Visited Angkok Wat on 5 April 1930.
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In 1931, The King's personal Doctor advised him to go for eye clinic in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A. Their Majesties

visited Japan and Canada before proceeding to clinic in Baltimore.
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King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai Barni participated in a Visakha Bucha Ceremony held in Hibaya Park
in Tokyo, in true Japanese style, 8 April 1931.
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The royal visitors went to pay
homage to the biggest bronze

image of Buddha, the Daibutsu,
9 April 1931.
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The King was conferred a Doctoral
Degree in Law (Honoris Causa),
George Washington University,

Washington D.C., while visiting the

U.S.A., 30 April 1931.
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The King and Queen were welcomed by The
Mayor and The Municipal Council, New York
City Hall. 4 May 1931.
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The King, with Dr. John M. Wheeler, opthal-
mologist attached to a Presbyterian Hospital in
New York State, U.S.A. Dr. Wheeler removed
the cataract in His Majesty's left eye in an
operation performed on 10 May 1931.
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The King visited The General
Electric Company in New York State
to observe electrical experiments in

their laboratory, 9 July 1931.
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Visiting the Paramount film studio at

Long Island, 14 July 1931.
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Their Majesties attended the annual alpine sports at Banff, Alberta, Canada, staying from
27 - 31 August 1931 at Banff Spring Hotel.
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After visiting various places in Canada for over one month, Their Majesties returned to Siam on 12 September 1931.
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Development of Systems of
Transportations and Communications
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Construction of the road from Bangkok
to Don Muang.
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The road to the top of Doi Suthep
in Chiengmai.
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King Prajadhipok inspecting the construction of Rama VI Railroad Bridge. joining the far north of Bangkok with Dhonburi.
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The King and Queen at the inauguration of the Rama VI Railroad Bridge, 1 January 1927.
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PHAA BUDDHA YOD FA BRIDGE (MEMORIAL BRIDGE), BANGKOK.

DESIGNED AND BUILT BY DORMAN, LONG & CO., LTD.
(CONTRACTORS), 19830/1931.
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The Memorial Bridge, built in 1932 to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Founding of Bangkok by King Rama |.
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The North-Eastern Railway Line was extended to the border to

facilitate communication between Bangkok and

the North-Eastern Region.
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Diesel engines (900 H.P.) were first used in 1931

with the Southern express Bangkok-Penang.
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Phraya Pukdeenoraseth (Lert Sethaputra), the founder of
“Nailert Company”, running bus services for the whole of

Bangkok. In 1932, the bus service was extended to

Dhonburi.
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A memorandum to the King concerning Bangkok Habour Scheme.
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In 1934, a modern harbour was built at Klongtoey, Bangkok,

instead of the originally proposed site in Samutprakarn.
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Flag of the Harbour Department, responsible for navigation within the country. Various measures were introduced within

this reign to enable the department to function more effectively.
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Donmuang Airport, built in 1914, was modernized. with up-to-date equipment.
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Map showing routes of air mail services during King Prajadhipok's reign (1929).
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Department of Post and Telegraph, New Road. Bangkok.
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The telephone service was expanded due to popular demand.
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In 1926, Navy Wireless Telegraph Stations in Bangkok and Songkla came under jurisdiction of

the Post and Telegraph Department.
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Phyathai Palace, the first broadcasting station, 1931.
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King Prajadhipok considered public education the most essential. He therefore paid great attention to the Kingdom's

educational activities. The policy was to lose no time in providing education for a greater number of people.

13
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Chulalongkorn University became a degree granting institution during his reign. His Majesty presided at

the first graduation ceremony there on 25 October 1930.
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Visited Dara College, a girl school set up by American missionaries in Chiengmai, 28 January 1927.
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Their Majesties also visited the Prince Royal College, another American missionary school in Chiengmai

on 28 January 1927.
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At a sport event at Vajiravudh College, Bangkok, 1928.
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Government regulations were formalized for the selection of scholarship students to study abroad.
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The Junior Cadet School and Senior Cadet School were merged into one : the Royal Military Academy.
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King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai Barni at the opening ceremony of the National Museum in 1926.
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Ceremony for the presentation of the sword started in 1928.
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In 1926, the Royal Academy was set up to promote studies in literature, archaeology and fine arts.

Prince Damrong Rajanuparb was its first president by royal appointment.
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Religious Activities
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The Royal Temple which was built by King Rama | needed repair. The King therefore assigned

Prince Nagara Savarga to supervise the work in 1932. The renovation was undertaken to mark the 150th Anniversary

-

of the founding of Bangkok.
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The front hall of the Royal Temple.
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Mural Painting at Wat
Suwandararam in Ayudhaya,
painted in the reign of

King Prajadhipok.
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During King Prajadhipok’s
reign, construction of a new
Ubosoth of Phra Pathom
Chedi, one of the very
important Buddhist monu-
ments, was started to replace

the old delapidated one.
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King Prajadhipok did not construct a special temple of his own but took on himself to see that

Wat Rajabopitr, Rama V's Temple, was always in good repair.
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King Prajadhipok descended from the Pantheon after a religious ceremony for the presentation of the
“Siam Rath” Tripitaka, 25 November 1930.
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Ceremonial placement of the Chaw - Fah (a roof - decor) of The Royal Temple, 25 November 1930.
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On his way to the Royal Chapel for
seasonal changing of the robe for The
Emerald Buddha, 1930.
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Prize - winning authors of books on

buddhism to be royally distributed on
Visakha Buja Day, 1932.
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Military Activities
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King Prajadhipok - Head of The Thai Armed Forces.
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Chao Phraya Bodintrdechanuchit, Minister of War and member of the

Committee on Military Budget Retrenchment.

90



TONARF UG INTUNTEUATFITIO AR lwauwItns
NUITUN  USEEIRAMENTINNIIAONaWIWILHIENKIT  LLAS
NTIRITIF W AR IR UIUANTENT A Y D) Wa. eabe AU

wnwdTwIzoIURUN e wEe (uda m uas)

Prince Nagara Savarga, Chief of the General Staff and War,
Chairman of the Committee on Military Budget Retrench-

ment. He was appointed War Minister in 1926.
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In 1928, Prince Bovoradej became War Minister.
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H.M. King Prajadhipok on the bridge of H.S.M.S. Sukhothai on the occasion of

her commissioning into the service on 5 June 1930.
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H.S.M.S. Sukhothai
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The Navy budget was also cut and on
8 November 1931, the Navy and Army
were merged under one Ministry to further

reduce expenses.
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Admiral Krommaluang Singhavikrom was

appointed Minister of the new Ministry of

Defence .
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The Ministry of Defence.
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To further reduce military expenses, officers were allowed to wear khaki uniform on all

occasions except for formal functions.
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Annual wreath-laying at the Monument for World War | Veterans, October 1929.
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Economic Changes
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King Prajadhipok came to the throne in 1925 when the whole world including Siam was suffering from

economic depression as a result of World-War |
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The King put all efforts in solving
economic problems within the Kingdom.
He created a Financial Council to

control expenses.
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Prince Chandaburi, President of the

Financial Council.
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On Saturday 13 February 1932, a daily newspaper, Pim Thai. published the King's speech to
an assembly of military officers. In his speech, he explained the economic problems of the country,

discussed solutions and entreated them to make sacrifices in the interest of the people.
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150" Anniversary of the Founding of
Bangkok
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Statue of King Rama I, founder of Bangkok.
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The King performed a religious ceremony in
gratitude to his great predecessors

at Sanam Luang, 4 April 1932.
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Royalities, members of the diplomatic corps, government officials and the public attended

the ceremony on 4 April 1932.
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On 5 April 1932, a religious ceremony for the newly-renovated Royal Temple was held. The renovation was

undertaken to mark the 150" Anniversary.
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The grand procession on 6 April 1932 - the Chakri Memorial Day.
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The King and Queen, led by Prince Kambaeng Bejra inspected the construction of the Memorial Bridge

which was dedicated to the founder of Bangkok.
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Inauguration of the Memorial Bridge 7 April 1932.
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The public paying respect to the
statue of King Rama |, founder of
Bangkok, at the foot of the Memorial

Bridge on the Bangkok side.
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lllumination of the Royal Temple in the

celebration.
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Preparation for the Constitution
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During his trip to U.S.A. in 1931, the King gave an interview to the press that he was preparing

the country for democratic government.
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Translation of the King's interview given to a New York Newspaper on 27 April 1931.
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Dr. Francis B. Sayre, an American employed as legal

advisor to the King.
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Phraya Srivisarnvaja, Undersecretary of State for

Foreign Affairs, committee to draft the constitution.  eoo*
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Colonel Phraya Paholpolpayuhasena, leader of
the military section of the revolutionists who
called themselves “The People's Party".

The Coup d’'Etat broke out on 24 June 1932.
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Luang Pradit Manudham (Pridi Panomyong),

leader of the non-military.
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The King was invited back to

become Constitutional Monarch.
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The King and Queen were staying
at Klaikangwol Palace at Hua Hin
when "The People’s Party" seized

power in the capital.

oma



= 1

W INTERBUES UsTE AN IHinus )3 ‘Tv‘_,‘h'i“.:':".:iﬂ"\H‘EVET;"‘:'ﬁaj;g!yaLF‘,ﬁﬁ"aT'ﬁ'U‘.W"I:L}“MR'MEﬁ’w\'.:‘,‘JHI?:(i‘?l'f’!r'_]s:tr"s

m WisAwsauheruay o eo TUIIAN WA, ogod
Chao Phraya Pichaiyart, Speaker of the House, received the book of constitution from the King

in a state ceremony in the Anantasamakom Throne Hall on 10 December 1932,
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Phraya Manopakorn Nititada was
appointed the first Prime-Minister of Siam,
10 December 1932.
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The Speaker of the House showing the
book of constitution to the people waiting

outside Anantasamakom Throne Hall.
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Large crowd gathered on the Royal Plaza, 10 December 1932.
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The Constitution of 1932.
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The cabinet under the premiership of
Colonel Phraya Pahol in 1933.
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Prince Bovoradej, leader of the 11 October 1933
uprising. The incident has therefore been referred

to as the "Bovoradej Revolt".
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King Prajadhipok and his Queen
left Siam on 12 January 1933

for another eye treatment

in England.

M Ieszua Aennilsnv
U9t szwinafie “nuguanier”
Government soldiers at Bangsue

Railway Station during the

“Bovoradej Revolt”.
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Prince Narisaranuvattiwongs was appointed Regent while the King was in England in 1933.




NIURRINITINEINTEUAT SIAIU TN o Uulua §IUALATUE JmwmaLTaL L]
Ussnaganne @aNNIIIRTZINTRANIEYT RAZIVTIRNUR 8470 0 DUINY W.A. nda/o
After the eye treatment, the King remained in England at his residence in Surrey.

His abdicated statement came on 2 March 1935.

= v e o o .« = A o
NISUMRHAINIZUNINRNIDLR ‘_j*.:r”u«:!!iﬂ:,\';;\:’!v"'.‘.._!:w:w. TULRPNIRITING i-.a’]‘kﬁ mo WHNTION W7, ndaa

AITL~ WS ~ 911111 S WSS
UTWSUNWISTUATY @@ WA

After his abdication, King Prajadhipok remained with his Queen at their residence in England

He passed away on 30 May 1941 at the age of 48.
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On 11 May 1949, cordially requested by the Royal Thai Government, Queen Rambhai Barni left England

by the ocean liner, with the royal ashes of King Prajadhipok to return home.
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Queen Rambhai Barni arrived Singapore on 18 May 1949. The Queen was escorted

by the Governor General to the Thai Steamer “Bhanurangsri”.
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Queen Rambhai Barni
stood in waiting while
The Royal Urn was
being borne from the
"H.T.M.S. Mae Klong.
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In front of the Hall of
Amarindra Grand
Palace, Bangkok,
Queen Rambhai Barni
amidst royal princesses,
waiting for arrival of the

procession bearing The

Royal Urn.
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The Royal Ashes in Golden Urns in the Chakri Throne Hall.
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Footnotes to the Photographs
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From left : Prince Asadang. King Chulalongkorn, The Crown Prince Maha Vajiravudh,
Queen Saowabha, Prince Chakrapong, Prince Jutatuj, Prince Prajadhipok.
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He was nick-named “lad Noi" or “Little lad" by his royal mother.

sUR & maldsumszmniunomlusansty WidwinSouwoioofies lulsauuuuson
tudszon 1ol WA eele wiandmruGUTIAINTIMAIRIIAUATUNT (RuAInTEuRaan-
Swerd 2QRLIATINTA WITUTATITTUN) unzRIGU TN TNy UATTYTBUN T TL

He was enrolled in the Junior Cadet School in 1899, also enrolled were Prince Mahidol (Father of
the present King) and Prince Jutatuj.
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This photo was taken in the tonsure ceremony, 1906.
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This photo was signed for Prince Vajiravudh, his brother.
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After Eton, Prince Prajadhipok went to the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, England, in
1911. He completed his course of study in the Royal Horse Artillery in 1913.
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Prince Prajadhipok in full dress uniform of Honorary Lieutenant, Royal Page Regiment, Royal
Thai army.
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In full dress uniform of Lieutenant of the Royal Thai Artillery Guard, First Regiment. (Wearing the
Sash of the Knight of the Ancient and Auspicious Order of the Nine Gems).
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Prince Prajadhipok, in Royal Horse Artillery Uniform “L" Battery, while a Sub-Lieutenant
(Honorary Rank) at Aldershot, England, 1914. He participated in a number of field exercise
while there.
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Prince Prajadhipok (seated left), promoted to the rank of Army Captain, Commander of the
Battery of the Royal Artillery Guard. He was later transferred to the Office of General Staff,
Second Army Corps, and was subsequently promoted to the rank of Major, serving as comman-
dant of the Junior Cadet School before entering monkhood in 1917.

TUN e, 7T 4 TanTEAT TauaReN T RuAINTEIMIRUMALEY nTamTzE T Imal TR
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Ordained monk at the Temple of the Emerald Buddha and stayed through the lent period of
three months at Wat Bovornives with His Royal Higness Prince Manusayanaka Manab,
Kromphraya Vajirayarnvaroros, Patriach of The Kingdom, as mentor.
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After medical treatment, King Prajadhipok joined L'Ecole de Guerre, Paris, for further military
study. He was then attached to the 20" Army Corps. He graduated on 25 April 1924, and
was qualified as General Staff Officer of the French Army. He returned home in December 1924
and was appointed Deputy Chief of Staff. He was promoted to the rank of Colonel in the same
year. In 1925, he became Commander of the Second Devision and Honorary Commander of the
Second Artillery Regiment.
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He had a great interest in Thai classical music and wrote several compositions in classical style.
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The Supreme Council of State, appointed on 28 November 1925, consisting of :
H.R.H. Prince Bhanubhandhuwong Woradej
H.R.H. Prince Nagara Savarga Worapinit
H.R.H. Prince Narisaranuvattiwongs
H.R.H. Prince Damrong Rajanuparb
H.R.H. Prince Chandaburi Narunart
The Council was intended to strengthen the monarchy through advice on economic and political
affairs, and to lessen the King's power to take arbitrary actions.
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King Prajadhipok wanted the Privy Council to function as a truly effective political organ and
assigned the task to The Supreme Council. A committee was set up, with Prince Nagara
Savarga as chairman, resulting in an Act governing the appointments and function of the Privy
Council on 2 September 1927.
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Besides efforts at political reforms at higher levels, the King also moved to build up political
awareness among the public. This was done through educating people about the local govern-
ment, i.e. Municipal Government, with the ultimate aim of a democratic system of Government.
A Municipal Act was drafted in 1930, revised and passed in 1933. (The photo of Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration.)
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In accordance with true royal tradition, King Prajadhipok had strong determination to fulfil his
royal duties, i.e. to work for the progress of the country and welfare of the people. Thus, his
efforts to be close to the people, as evident in his speech while on visit at Phuket in 1928.

“..The reason | come here to Phuket is to see the place and its location and to per-
sonally study the conditions and the problem of the region. Equally important, | wish to acquaint
myself with my people, whether they be government officials, learned monks or teachers,
merchants or the people in general. As has been customary from olden days in Siam, the rulers
and the ruled have shared their joy and sorrow. My first-hand knowledge from this visit will
enable me to work for greater benefit and happiness of the people in this region...”
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During the reign of King Prajadhipok, communication was improved through construction of
many main and feeder roads. The Land Traffic Act was revised.
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Besides those built by the government, there were two other categories of roads :
1. Public roads built by local people, e.g. the road to the top of Doi Suthep in Chiang-
mai, constructed in 1934 under the leadership of Khru Ba Sri Vijaya, a highly respected monk.
2. Roads built by the private sector holding concessions from the government.
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The Memorial Bridge, built in 1932 to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Founding of
Bangkok by King Rama I. The bridge has been the main link between Bangkok and Dhonburi,
contributing greatly to the economic and commercial development of Siam.
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A memorandum to the King concerning The Habour Scheme discussed at the meeting of The
Council of Ministers in July 1931, resulting in a draft decree for a reserve zone in Samutprakarn.

On the advice of experts from the League of Nations in 1934, a modern habour was
built at Klong Toey, Bangkok, instead of the originally proposed site in Samutprakarn.
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Various measures were introduced within this reign to enable the Harbour Department, respon-
sible for navigation within the country, to function more effectively.
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Aviation, initiated during King Rama VI's reign, made great strides in King Prajadhipok’s reign.
Don Muang Airport, built in 1914, was modernized, with up to date equipments.
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Map showing routes of airmail services during King Prajadhipok’s reign (1929). Airmail service
was extended not only to French Indochina but also to many countries in Europe.
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Department of Post and Telegraph, New Road Bangkok. During King Prajadhipok’s reign,
modern technology was introduced to improve the telegraphic system in Siam.
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During King Prajadhipok’s reign, the telephone service started in 1907 was expanded due to
popular demand. Enabling calls to be made to provinces near Bangkok. Preparations were
initially made in 1929 for an automatic telephone system, the operation of which was fully
realized in 1937,
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On 1 August 1926, Navy Wireless Telegraph Stations in Bangkok and Songkla came under
jurisdiction of The Post and Telegraph Department. Modern transmitters enabled faster commu-
nication.
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On 25 February 1931, the King's speech to attendants at his Coronation Anniversary Ceremony
at Amarindra Hall, Grand Palace was broadcasted. This was the first programme broadcasted
from Phya Thai Palace, the first broadcasting station under the management of the Ministry of
Commerce and Communication.
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King Prajadhipok had long had the idea of a democratic system of government for Siam. For
such a system to work effectively, His Majesty considered public education the most essential.
He therefore paid great intention to the Kingdom's educational activities. The policy was to lose
no time in providing education for a greater number of people.
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King's Scholarship students in the Philippines, 1 April 1932.
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The Junior Cadet School and Senior Cadet School were merged into one : The Royal Military
Academy, with its syllabus and regulations revised. Government school included military training
in their syllabus.
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Ceremony for the presentation of The sword. (Military Cadet Education 1930-1931).

Em‘«’i oo, MIYTMzUfFIUTRiTanza S Taunnaat T luvsdiwiumaudwesninguan-
ot 153uriE U voo,000 LM xﬂum:'mﬁm“wﬂémw-s:aqﬁﬁmaa‘ﬁﬁﬁhmu 00,000 1N
155uuHUdM woo,000 UM FuiunAnsIwIznTMlUAInd1Y TinTsumsdadniumaiels
vanyy $nu WT:UTN’NF["ILE‘NF? A719UF W3 Lm:ﬁi:ﬁ'mmﬁﬂﬁ“ﬁ’[amﬁﬂmﬁmqﬁaimn"u

Expenditure on repairing the Royal Temple totalled 600,000 Baht. Contributions were made by
Their Majesties (200,000 Baht), the government (200,000 Baht), members of the royal family,
courtiers and the people at large.
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The Temple was built by King Rama I's grandfather and was therefore regarded a Chakri family
temple. King Prajadhipok ordered necessary repairs and a court artist, Phraya Anusasana

Jitragon, to paint the inner wall. This section was painted above the front entrance of the Vihara,
depicting the life of King Naresuan the Great who fought to liberty the Thais from Burmese rule.
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The construction of a new Ubosoth was completed in the reign of King Rama VIII.
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King Prajadhipok did not construct a special temple of his own but took on himself to see that Wat
Rajabopitr, RamaV's temple, was always in good repair.

The royal ashes of King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai Barni were therefore placed under an
important Buddha image in this temple.
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The “Siam Rath" Tripitaka was printed in Thai scripts in dedication to his brother Rama VI.
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Royal approval was given to Prince Nagara Savarga's proposal to re-organize the Ministry into
only five departments.
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Prince Bovoradej introduced various new measures ranging from further re-organized of
departments to provisions for staff welfare.
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H.S.M.S Sukhothai was built from budget saving of the Royal Siamese Navy and on additional
allocation graciously granted by H.M. King Prajadhipok. The ship was a light gun boat used for
safeguarding Siamese waters.
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Prince Chandaburi was appointed President of the Financial Council to control the national
budget, to examine all government activities with the aim to reduce expenditure wherever

possible, to submit necessary recommendations to the King and to act on problems referred
to by the King.
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Bangkok had been the capital of the Kingdom for 150 years in 1932. To commemorate the
occation, the city joyously celebrated, the monarchy was blessed and religious ceremonies were
held. Graditude to its founder was expressed through the erection of his statue and the con-
struction of the Memorial Bridge linking Bangkok and Dhonburi.
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This photograph was taken in Canada before proceeding to U.S.A.
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Dr. Francis B. Sayre, an American employed as legal advisor to the King, submitted his views on
the King's queries known as “Problems of Siam" and presented an “Outline of Preliminary Draft”

of constitution consisting of 12 articles.
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After his trip to U.S.A., the King assigned the task of drafting the constitution to Phraya Srivi-
sarnvaja, Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and Mr. R.B. Stevens, Advisor to the
foreign Office. The draft entitied “An Outline of Changes in the Forms of Government”
was completed on 9 March 1932. The King's wish had not yet been realized when a Coup d'Etat
broke out on 24 June 1932.
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A national economic plan proposed by Luang Pradit Manudham brought about conflict in the
National Assembly. A Communist Act was passed in 1933 with the result that Luang Pradit left
Siam for a brief stay in Paris.

The situation became tense and another Coup by the military under Phraya Pahol followed on 20
June 1933. Phraya Mano was ousted and replaced by Phraya Pahol. Luang Pradit returned and
was appointed Minister in the new cabinet on 1 October 1933.
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The return of Luang Pradit and his subsequent appointment in the cabinet caused disatis-
factions among various sections. It was feared that the government's policy was to introduce
communism into Siam. Also as a charge of criminal offence was allowed to be brought against
the King, the government was criticized for being negligent in their duty to uphold the monarchy.
This led to an insurrection of civilian and military personels on 11 October 1933.
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Their Majesties 'residence in Surrey, England. After the eye treatment, the King remained
in England at his residence in Surrey. Cn 2 March 1935, he signed his abdication statement,
part of which stated.

« ..l am whole heartedly willing to relinquish the powers vested in me from timespast to
the people in general. However, I will not relinquish them to anyone person or group so that it
may be used absolutely without listening to the real voices of the people.

{ now believe that my wish to see my people truly exercising their right in determining
their own government policy has failed. And as I feel no longer in a position to assist or protect
my people, | wish to abdicate the throne as from now..."
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The Royal Ashes in Golden Urns in The Chakri Throne Hall :
King Prajadhipok’s (centre front).

King Chulalongkorn's (left).

Queen Saowabha's (right).

King Vajiravudh's (centre back).
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KING PRAJADHIPOK AND
QUEEN RAMBHAI BARNI
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

The Foundation was established by royal per-
mission in 1981 out of excess funds from public dona-
tions for the construction of the King's statue in front of
the Secretariat of the Parliament. Rama VII's Queen
Rambhai Barni graciously named the Foundation and
added her own funds to it as well as donated some of
the King's personal belongings to the parliament for
the establishment of the Rama VII Museum housed
in the basement of the statue concourse.

When the Queen passed away in 1984, Her
Majesty's name was appeneded to the foundation's
name. The Foundation in due course and by the
generosity of Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
benefited from the sale of Her late Majesty Queen
Rambhai Barni's Memorial Volume.

The Foundation can thus be said to
have been founded upon the tradition of
cooperation between the Royal Family and
the people.

The Foundation aims to further the wishes of
the late King and Queen in supporting the education
and health of the people, thereby honouring Their
late Majesties.

Objectives

1. to support educational activities and assist
needy students and schoolchildren,

2. to support medical and health institutions as
well as to provide such facilities for the poor,

3. to honour Their late Majesties the King and
Queen,

4. to cooperate with other charities for the
same purposes.
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Donations

Donations, large and small, are very much ap-
preciated and may be made in the Foundation's name

at:

The Secretariat of the Parliament,
U Thong Nai Road,

Dusit District,

Bangkok 10300

Cheques mode payable to A/C No. 3498-1Thai
Farmers Bank, Bangkapi Branch.
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