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June 14, 2000

Ambassador Nitya Pibulsonggram
Thai Ambassador to the United States
Embassy of Thailand, Washington DC

Dear Ambassador.
Re: Pak Mun and Rasi Salai Dams, Thailand

We are here today to show our support for the villagers at Pak Mun and Rasi Sarai dams.
At the Pak Mun dam, more than 1,000 villagers occupied the dam crest and fish ladder on
May 15 and intend to slay until the dam’s gates are opened. At Rasi Salai reservoir rise
around them. They have also vowed not to move until the dam’s gates are opened. Others
at Rasi Salai are starting to remove the dam themselves.

We wholeheartedly support the -efforts of the villagers to recover their lost livelihood and
restore the ecology of the Mun River. The construction of these dams has inundated the
farmland and destroyed the fisheries of over 40,000 people, leaving them without means
of livelihood subsistence. Allowing the river to flow unimpeded by opening the gates is
the first step towards restoration, enabling the migration of fish from the Mekong to the
Mun to occur.

The villagers’ demands are reasonable given that these dams are not effective for their
intended uses. The Pak Mun dam is not performing well economically and contributes
only marginal amounts of power to

the grid. The Independent international agency, the World Commission on Dams. found
that the dam was supposed to have an electricity-generating capacity of 136 megawatts
but roday generates only and average of 40 MW, Thailand currently has a surplus of
power. making it technically feasible to forfelt Pak Mun’s generating capacity without
causing interruptions to power supply.
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The Rasi Salai Dam was built in 1993 as part of a grand irrigation plan for northeastern
Thailand. The dam destroyed the largest freshwater swamp forest in the Mun River
Basin, as well as flooding fertile agricultural lands. Despite these impacts, the project is
currently useless and likely to remain so. The reservoir area is now plagued by salinity,
making the water unsuitable for irrigation. The dam’s gates should be opened
immediately.

The international community is closely monitoring the situation to ensure that the police
do not take violent action against the protesters. There is absolutely no justification for
use of force sine the villagers have vowed to remain non-violent. We request that you
convey our demands to your government: that the police remain non-violent and the gates
of both dams be permanently opened, in accordance with the wishes of the affected
villagers.

We thank you for your attention to these important matters.
Respectfully yours,

Gila Neta and Oan Beston, action coordinators
Endorsed by the following organizations and individuals who are present here today ;

Organization:
Fifty Years is Enough Network Free Burma Coalijtion
1247 E Street, SE P.O. Box 19405
Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 202-IMF-BANK (202-463-2265) Phone: +1 202 837-8030
Fax: 202-544-9359 Fax: +1 202 234-5176
Email: wb50years@igc.org Website: www . freeburmacoalition.org
International Rivers Network Friends of the Namada
1847 Berkeley Way Website: www.narmada.org
Berkeley, CA 94703 Individuals:
Phone: +1 510 848-1155 Soren Ambrose
Fax: +1 510 848-1008 Njoki Njehu
Website: www.imn.org Graham Russell
Joyce Kim
Rights Action Pam Jennings
1830 Connecticut Av, NW Abby Giles
Washington DC 20009, USA Jessica Friedrichs
Phone: 202-783-1123 Neil Watkins
Fax: 202-483-6730 Sara Pipher

Email: info@rightsaction.org Mark Weisbrot










Bry L1
(13
South East Asian Committee for Advocacy

2556 (51/498) Soi 128/2 Ladprao Rd. Klongchan Bangkapi Bangkok 10240 THAILAND
Tel. (66) 02 377-2939 Fax. (66) 02 731-0583 E-mail: seaca@ksc.th.com /www.seacaweb.org

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between

South East Asian Committee for Advocacy (SEACA), with business and office address
& 2556 (51/498) Soi 128/2, Ladprao Road, Klongchan Bangkapi, Bangkok 10240,
Thailand, herein represented by its Program Coordinator, Donatus Klaudius Marut,

#nd herein referred as SEACA;

and

Campaign for Popular Democracy (CPD) with business and office address at 409 Soi
Rohitsuk, Pracharat Banpen Road, Huay Kwang, Bangkok 10310, Thailand, herein
represented by its Chairperson, Pibhop Dhongchai, and herein referred to as CPD;

For the implementation of

ADVOCACY CAPACITY BULDING PROGRAMME IN THAILAND.

Both parties agreed to implement the project based on the following clauses:

1. This project aims to facilitate the strengthening of civil society organizations in
Thailand with specific objectives as follows:

a. To empower and develop capacity of social workers, community organizers,
community leaders, NGOs, people organizations, trade unionists, and civil
society to be able to advocate for policy change both at local, national and

international levels;
b. To provide the platform for mntual learning, sharing of experiences, views and

skills among the target groups;
¢. To foster a closer cooperation and strengthen solidarnity among grassroots
organizations, development workers, academic and the good wills individuals

to work together for a better society;
d. To work for a practical plan of action in policy advocacy

2. Both SEACA and CPD agree to conduct the following activities with the outputs
as stipulated in the approved proposal:
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