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Khlong Talad. The trading ves-
sels would stop at the forts before
sailing up the Chao Phaya River
to Ayutthaya.

A century later in 1782, King
Yodfa crossed Chao Phaya River
from Thonburi, ascended the
throne and installed himself as
the first king of the Chakri
‘)yna.sty; Tha Tian became both

oble and foreign communities.
The city’s oldest area got a facelift
again with European style build-
ings during the reign of King
Rama V.

Standing offthe road opposite
Tha Tian market, are two-storey
whiteshophouseswith green win-
dows, while inside the arc flames
are areminder of the early days of

European influence over 100
years ago.

Fifteen metres further alon
opposite the wall of the Grang
Palace is a coffee stand where a
husband and wife serve the old
style coffee for just Bt8. A bitter-
sweeticed coffee with lots of fresh
milk is a powerful tonic against
the unmerciful sun for a few min-
utes.ﬂ.k "

Make sure you look acr
Maharat Road at the four-gif
three-metre gate near Sata
Banphot Fort on the long wal] of
the Grand Palace, known
Chong Hua Kod. When the kingg

of Siam lived in the Grand Palace,
female royal servants working in
the Inner Court would pass
through the gateway to shop, as
well as play dating games with
young men around Tha Tian. If
you could walk through Chong
Hua Kud gate today, you would
reach the back end of Inner Court
(now the Women's College).

All along Maharat Road with
temples like Wat Pho and archi-

THE UNICEF building was built during the Fourth and Fifth Reigns and
was originally the resident of a consort of King Rama IV.

fofo}>) auumyinueTIHnasiaulnduns
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BEFORE BUSES and cars were comm onplace, trams

tecture around Tha Tian market,
it's easy to imagine what old Siam
might looklike. Continue walking
further along the Chao Phava
River, and you'll find the Grand
Palace itself on the right hand
side. You can see the roofs of Phra
Thinang Dusit Maha Prasart and
other mansions over the wall.
These grandiose golden struc-
tures that glitter in the sunlight
suggest the Grand Palace is
indeed like a City of Angels.

Another cultural route runs
along Phra Athit Road that com-
bines both the old and the new. At
the beginning is the Unicefoffice.
This old style European building
on the banks of the Chao Phaya
once belonged to Prince
Naretvorarit (King Chormklao’s
son). The house has changed
hands many times since then.
Pridi Banomyong, who paved the
way of democracy in Thailand,
lived here for five years before
leaving for France in 1947.

At the opposite end of Phra
Athitwas Prince Khamrob’s man-

E;_

i3

I rsouaierimua saunisaulndim

sion (now the Creative Centre),
another building with European
architecture, Back in the early
1900s, two young brothers, MR
Krukrit angMR Seni Pramote
grewup in this riverside mansion
and later both became prime min-
isters,

A walk up Phra Arthit Road
reveals a kind of split personali-
ty: classic noble mansions on one
side and a backpacker’s ghetto on
the other. Youngartists with a feel
for the Bohemian life, also love to
hangoutaround here. Intheearly
evening, you can find some good
bargains for paintings and draw-
ings at half or a third of gallery
prices. There's also a string of
small trendy pubs and coffee
shops.

Starting from the southern
end of old Bangkok the Cultural
Route 2002 ends north of Bang
Lampu. Walking along the routes
that pass through the heart and
soul of the city’s history really is a
delightful and fascinating jour-
ney through the City of Angels.

were the way to get around, and they will be again today

Must See
The Grand Palace

When King Rama | came to the throne in 1782, he chose a
plot of land on the east bank of Chac Phaya River, which
was originally occupied by an army camp and Chinese
immigrants, to build the new capital. Following the tradi-
tions of the Ayutthaya Royal Palace, the Grand Palace was
built to face north with the Chao Phaya on the left. Since
its establishment the Grand Palace served as a royal resi-
dence for eight kings of the Chakri Dynasty until the reign
of King Rama IX.

Tha Tian Sho]phouses

In the past, the Tha Tian area was a significant community
on Rattakosin Island. The prince’s palace was constructed
here in the First reign, but was destroyed by fire during the
Fourth reign. Then, a foreign court and accommodation for
foreigners was built before they were replaced with
European style shophauses, which were constructed in the
Fifth reign. The old architect is a reminder of the strong
winds of European culture in Siam over a century ago.

Chetuphon Temple

Better known as Wat Pho, the temple was built in the
Ayutthaya period (1688-1703) and is home to many inter-
esting and beautiful monuments, including the reclining
Buddha image, and the second largest in Thailand. In the
early Rattanakosin period, the temple was a centre for
learning - including the famous Thai massage.
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