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History of Port Polities in Malay Peninsular during the 16" to the 18" century:

a study from the Chinese and Japanese sources
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Abstract

Studies about history, culture and society of Southern Thailand such as Nakorn Srithammarat,
Songkla and Pattani in recent years have gathered interests from Thai scholars. This is partly
due to the political unrest in the three provinces in the South since 2003. From historical
perspective there is a new approach to look at this region from its local history instead of
looking from national history which focuses on center and periphery relation. This paper aims
to study the history of Nakornsrithammarat, Songkla and Pattani during the sixteenth to the
early eighteenth century, as an important trading port-polity in the Malay Peninsular. These
ports were visited by Chinese merchants from its early day and by Japanese merchants in the
sixteenth century. Given their commercial and diplomatic interaction, the Japanese and the
Chinese left some accounts about these places especially Patani, showing the ups and
downs of these polities as international port in the sixteenth to the eighteenth century. As a
view from outsiders, the data from the Japanese and Chinese sometimes had prejudice, but
they provide additional information about internal politics of this region and relations with the
Siamese, leading to a new argument about history in this period. This study aims to extract
information about the trade, people and history of the three polities from these sources. It will
analyze the viewpoint of the Chinese and Japanese towards these polities as well.
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Pattani in the 16" to 18" centuries:

A study from Japanese documents

Piyada Chonlaworn
Thammasat University
U2piyada@yahoo.com
Introduction

The history of Pattani in the 16" to the 18" century can be traced from several foreign
sources such as Malay, Dutch and Chinese. Japanese documents is another material that provides
some informatin about the polity. This is because Pattani had, though not as much as Siam, a
diplomatic and trading relationship with Japan during the period of 1599 to 1709. Japan’s surviving
records about Pattani were written in different forms. It first starts with a formal correspondences
between Pattani’s high ranking official and Edo’s first Shogun, Tokugawa leyasu.

The correspondence between the two countries, however, did not last long. Between 1630s
and 1853 Edo regime closed her door to foreigners, allowing only Chinese and Dutch merchants to
come to trade at Nagasaki. Instead of sending ships straight from Chinese sea coast to Nagasaki, a
large number of Chinese junks sailed to ports like Annam, Siam, Ligor and Pattani to get
merchandises there before going to Nagasaki. This way the Japanese could get commodities from
Southeast Asia where she had no direct contact with. Apart from goods, they also got the
information and current political situation of that place. In Pattani case, every junk departing from
Guangdong, Amoy and Ningbo going to Pattani had to report their journey experience and what
was going on in Pattani to the Nagasaki officials upon arrival. For Edo, Information seemed to be
needed as well as merchandises in the time of seclusion. Thanks to this junk trades we are able to
know some details of Pattani, where 17 ships left for Nagasaki during 1685-1709.

Written evidence of the contact between Japan and Pattani so far are not found after 1709.
This, however, does not mean that the Japanese stopped recording things about the far-away polity
in the Malay peninsular. Gazetteers about foreign countries compiled by historian scholars in the
Edo period(1603-1868) still includes Pattani and other nearby states in their works. How did they
get the information about Pattani? What did they write about the place? Does the way they recorded
reflect the Japanese perspective toward Pattani? Together with tracing back the history of Pattani

from Japanese source, this paper tries to answer these questions.

1. Diplomatic and Trade relations : 1599-1709
letters
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Official Contacts between Japan and Pattani were revealed in three letters written in 1599, 1602
and 1606. In 1599 Tokugawa leyasu sent a reply to “Fenghai-wang Shi-ri-ta-na Li-gui”of Pattani,
expressing his thanks for the gift received. From this letter Pattani seemed to send envoy to Edo
sometimes earlier. The name of the recipient does not indicate the name of Pattani Raja who should
have been in position by then. It rather represents a Chinese whose name is Li-gui with a position
called “Fenghai Wang”i or the King who rules the sea. From this title it can be asserted that this
person is a powerful courtier in Pattani. From the fact that leyasu sent the letter to him, Nagazumi
points out that Japan must have regarded this person the king of Pattani or someone equivalent to
Shogun". From the content in the reply, Shi-ri-ta-na Li-gui had dispatched an envoy with a letter
sometimes before 1599.

In 1602 leyasu sent another reply to an official called “Lin Yi Lin”, saying about trading ships
from Japan to Pattani that seemingly led to political riots there. And again in 1606 he sent another
one, which seems to be the last one. But this time he wrote to the Queen of Pattani, who,according
to Malay source, is supposed to be Raja Hijau, reigning between 1584-1616.iii In this letter he
apologized the Queen about Japanese pirates who caused violence and trouble to Pattani and asked
Pattani to impose a severe punishment to those people and send them back to Japan.

In 1610 similar concern about Japanese (or Chinese) pirates urges a Japanese provincial
governor, or daimyo, to send a letter to the Queen of Pattani. He said because of the pirate problem
Japan and Pattani had not been in touch for some years and that because of Siam’s intervention they
could get in touch again and continue their trading activiy.

According to these correspondence, even though one-sided detail, we can argue that Pattani was
more or less important to Japan in terms of trade and security since many times Japan expressed her

concerns about the pirates near Pattani.

Reports of the Chinese crews departing from Pattani to officials at Nagasaki

After Japan’s seclusion, records about trade with Pattani are kept in the form of reports of the
Chinese crews who went to trade at Pattani and then sail to Nagasaki for further transactions. Upon
arrival at Nagasaki they had to report their journey experience and current situation of the departed
place to Nagasaki officials. There are 17 reports during 1685 and 1709. According to these

reports,some remarks can be made as follows;

Impression of the Chinese crews and some information about the ruler:

1687 “Dai Ni (Pattani) is one of the most inferior countries amongst the countries of barbarians...
The ruler is a hereditary Queen, no male can be the head of the country... The ruler has to be a
woman. When the First Queen dies the second Queen succeeds her. The people are all naked in this

hot country. It really is a barbaric country..."'v

45



Revolt against a new Siamese ruler:

1689 “In Siam the King died last year without an heir and a senior official was in control of the
government instead. Eventually he ascended the throne, and event which caused some of Siam’s
vassal states to be disloyal. One of the vassal states is Pattani which is 800 li away from Siam by
sea. To show her protest about the usurpation of the Siamese throne by this senior official, Pattani
sent a punitive expedition of approxiametly 15,000 soldiers to Siam. It was crushed by the powerful

. \%
Siamese army...”

Pattani sacked neighboring states:

1690 “...News of the disturbances in Siam became known to the Queen of Pattani, a vassal state of
Siam, though originally it was part of Java. The Queen fitted out military vessels and with more
than ten thousand soldiers attacked and sacked Ligor. Hearing of this, Siam dispatched punitive
forces which was then reinforcements from Ligor to expel the Pattani army which was then forced
to retreat.”Vi

1694(ship from Songkhla) “Our ship was fitted out in Songkhla which is under the control of
Pattani in Java. Though Pattani itself is in Java, as a vassal of Siam, it sends tribute to the latter.

Likewise, being under the control of Pattani Songkhla sends its tribute to Pattani...”

2. The compilation of data
Junk trade between China-Japan-Pattani ended around 1709. After that Japanese historians and
scholars from the middle until the end of Edo period had put their efforts in compiling the
information of foreign countries Edo had had contacts with. Story about Pattani was introduced as
well as other countries’ in gazetteers on foreign countries. Three well-known gazetteers are as

follows.

Ka-I Tsushou-kou

It is a book written about geographical location, history and local products of countries from China
to Europe by a scholar called Nishikawa Joken between 1694-1709. It is one of the earliest
gazetteers on foreign countries which the writer who was in Nagasaki at the time of his writing
witnessed or hear about the foreigners himself. He wrote about Pattani “Pattani is in the south of
Cambodia. Climate and people are similar to that of Cambodia. It was once called Srivijaya. This
place is far away by sea, hence ships there do not come to Japan... The Chinese also go to trade
there. They load various goods and the ship is called Pattani ship... Pattani people do not send their

ship to Japan. Once in a while local people became a navigator and their board on Chinese ships”.Viii

Gaiban-Tsusho
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It is a compilation of correspondence between Japan and Korea, Ming, Netherlands, Vietham,Siam,
Champa, Pattani, Banten, Luzon and brief explanation of each countries by Kondo Morishige in
1808-1819. Regarding Pattani, the compiler traced back the name of “Tani”, its location and brief
history from different documents such as Mingshi. The last part is the three replies from Tokugawa

leyasu to Pattani.

Tsukou-ichiran

Compiled by an official in Edo regime called Hayashi Shintoku, this document is similar to
Gaiban-Tsusho but was released 50 years after that. It came out in 1853 according to the Shogun’s
order to collect information about foreign countries not long before Japan (had to) open the country.
Being the latest version, Tsuko-ichiran provides the most detailed information about foreign
countries including Pattani. An interesting point about it is that, comparing to previous version that
put record about Pattani as a separate state, in Tsuko-ichiran records about Pattani are seen in the

Siam’s category.

Concluding remarks
Japanese document gives us additional information about Pattani in the pre-modern period. Not just
the geographical and political details of the port city it provides, gazetteers like Gaiban-tsusho and
Tsuko-ichiran reveals the perception of the people in Edo period toward this polity. In the
beginning of Edo period Japan regarded Pattani as a separate polity from Siam but by the end of the
era (mid 19" century), records about the country of Pattani was included in Siam’s part. It is clear
now to the Japanese that Pattani, including nearby states like Ligor and Songkhla, is one of the
vassal states of Siam.

Since Japan closed her doors to the world, the making of gazetteers is considered one of the
Edo regime’s policies to get information on foreign countries as much as possible. The scholars at
that time did their research by collecting various data from Ming, Qing and previous records
compiled by other Japanese-not much different to what historians today do. They also added their
opinion and annotation which gives more insights to the story. On the other hand, for Siam, who
never says no to foreigners except for a short period in Phra Petracha’s reign, there was no attempt
to compile or write about foreign countries; either for political propaganda or for the promotion of
knowledge about other countries. This difference is depicted in the historical records mentioned

above.
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