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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title : Political Party Development in
Thailand ¢ A c¢ase study of State

financial support to political

parties.
Student.’s Name : Mr. Banharn Silpa-archa
Degree Sought : Master of Laws Academic Year 1995

Advisor Committee :
1. Assoc. Prof. Dr.Bhokin Bhalakul Chairperson

2. Dr.Wichai sungprapai

The evolution and development of Thai political
parties in Thailand differ from the political parties
developed in 1liberal democratic countries in several
aspects, such as politics, economy, society and culture.
Due to this fact, Thai political parties therefore have
different nature, roles and responsibilities unlike the
original Western political parties.

Pertaining to the complete study of Thai
political conditions as well as the legal regime governing
political parties, the author found that the political
parties in Thailand have been established through the
legal formation not through the natural formation process.
Therefore, Thai political parties behaviours could not
fulfill the objectives of the Law on Political Parties.
This opposit results then led political parties in

Thailand to an unstable situations. In most cases, Thai

(8)



political parties are formed under the influence of
certain economic groups with the objectives toserve their
own interests. These objectives also cause the inequality
of opportunities of the people to be elected and to
enjoy their political freedom.

To solve all the above mentioned problems, the
author undertook the research based on several points such
as the financial support for Thai political parties,
the parties operation of incomes and expenses as well as
the financial support for political parties in Western
Europe. The aim of this research 1is to find the
appropriate Solutions adaptable to the tradition, culture,
and condition of Thai political parties.

After +the careful study and ansalysis, the
conclusions of the author are as follows:

First, the idea of State financial support to
Thai political parties are not appropriate because of the
misuse of funds by the political parties i.e. vote-buying
expenses.

Second, most of financial sﬁpport for political
parties in the developed countries has been granted by
various sources more than by State.

In considering the above study and analysis,
the author recommended that, instead of providing the
financial support to the Thai political parties, State
should encourage Thai political parties in other
directions such as, encouraging people to provide

financial support to political parties directly or

(7)



indirectly,

provide equal opportunity in making use of

State facilities on mass medias, and financing political

parties for

leaflets etc.

the expenses of the published materials i.e.

(8)
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