













































































further refined to make development strategy even more sensitive to issues of
equity and distribution and to the negative impacts of globalization, which include
forces that, without corrective measures, are able to marginalize the poor and
disadvantaged. Growth that promotes human development is pro-poor growth.
Pro-poor growth calls for a rediscovery and revitalisation of agriculture, especially
smallholder agriculture, and the correction of a bias in development strategy
that has tended to favour urban-based, export-oriented manufacturing. It is only
recently that efforts have been made to repair this neglect and already there is
evidence that the efforts are contributing to improvements in income distribution.
These efforts must be intensified as a matter of deliberate policy and they are able
to draw upon the inspiration provided by His Majesty The King.

Priority 6: Correcting gender biases. The policy reform agenda must address
other biases. Of these, gender biases deserve special attention. In periods of high
economic growth these biases often remain hidden, only coming to the surface
when recession strikes and the forces endemic in globalization expose unequal
opportunity, the disadvantages, vulnerabilities and insecurities of women, and
the many impediments to their full emancipation. One of the misconceptions
potentially most damaging for human development prospects after the crisis is that
Thailand is without a 'gender problem'. While less pronounced than in many
other developing countries, it is taking on new and more virulent forms as
a consequence of globalization, while the crisis itself has tended to reinforce
traditional perceptions of the division of labour between men and women. It is an
iceberg, most visible in bad rather than good weather, on which sustainable human

development could run aground.

Priority 7: Improving the quality of human resources. The crisis has
highlighted structural weaknesses in the nation's human resources. If Thailand
is to compete in international markets and the opportunities of Thais are to be
expanded, priority must continue to be given to upgrading the nation's human
resources and to deepening and broadening the knowledge and skills base. Fully
recognised by the government, the new Education Bill would restructure the
nation's educational system and should make it possible to achieve qualitative
improvements in basic education. These improvements will impact positively on
all aspects of development. It will greatly facilitate the technological upgrading of
the nation's industrial base, helping to unlock the creativity, imagination, ambitions
and entrepreneurship of the Thai population, thereby enlarging the basis for
sustainable increases in prosperity and well-being. No less importantly, it will be
instrumental in enabling all Thais to achieve their full and innate potentials as

human beings, which is and will remain the keystone of human development.
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