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Politics is so much.
like history

. :'5‘14-
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~Looking. Back

THEY SAY THAT POLITICS 1S
something that easily gets into your
system, Once you have been fnvolved
in [t, chancea are that [t will stick
with you the rest of your life,

And that Is true In the case of My
Pragert Paitamasukhon, sacretary-
general of the National Aszsembly who
has just retired at the baginning of this
month, aftpr having spent not less than
3;1 years af his lfe fiside the Assem.
bly.

*I was one of the fir st batchof peo-
ple chogen to work on theadminkstrative
side of the assemblyright after the
revolution In 1532,™ he said.

There were aliogether six of them.
Mr Prasert himself was at that time
Etitﬂa-} shdylnz In Thammasat Unbver-
5

“After the change of government
from absolute monarchy to constitie
tonal monarchy, the countrywasgoing
to have s own Parliamentforthetfirst
time and they needed some people to
work for the Assembly™he sald, *At
firet we had to work very hard indeed,
with the preparation for the openlng
of the assembly, the procedural ar-
rangements, fixing up the places and
gystem of working and so0 forth”

It was fascinathg to listen to 2
man with such & vast experience in
politics rembiiscing of bis years &
the assembly, Partiewarly in the case
of Mr. Prasert who has been with the

- assembly throughout, §539 yearsof 1#e

and has witnessed all klnds of changes
that have {zken place I the nation's
centre of government, o
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"1t was wvery difficult and hectic
at first,” recalled Mr. Prasert. “T re-
member we kad to work hard to cope
whh all the umexpected workload that
kept cropphg up. Everybody was new
in the work. Never before had the comn-
try ever hal an Assembly, We had
to think hard of all possible ways fo
cover gll aspects of the work,

=Very few people had any ideas of
what to be done, At that time, Luang
Pradit (Mr Pridl Phanomyong)seemed
to know more than anybody else and

everyonehad to go to him to ask for

advice?

Flecton for the representatives to
the House was an tnnovation. After the
revolution on Aonrll M, 1932, 2n In-
terim constitution was declared on the
ITth and the following day, the assem-
bly was set up and members were
appointed. Luang Pradit became the
tiret secretary-general to the Assem-
bly. He was also holding & past of a

minister without portfolio,

The tirst assembly was formed to
draw a ¢onstitution for the country.
I{ was completed and declared on De-
cember 10 of the same year,

“*The Assembly was very powerful
at that time,* sakd Mr Prasert,

“It had the power to pominate the

prime minister, The fhst manwhowas
usked to be the prime mbister by the
assembly was Phya Manopakoruniti-
thada, 1 remember vividly that be
asked for time to think it over and to
consult Luang Pradlt first. This was
algo recorded in the memoof the meet~
hg. Shortly afterwards, he agreed to
the appontment.”
:  But the representatives from the
people had not baen elected unti] Nov-
ember 15 of the followg wear, Twa
categorle= of memberscame toPar]|a-
ment: the first one were the 78 repre-
sentatives elecied by district repre-
sentatives who In tum were chosen by
the people b the districts, and the se-
ool category of members, also num-
bering 78, came to hold session i the
same gasembly, *

The early period of constitutiopal
mmarchy & Thafland was full of ex-
cthement and anxietles some of which
Mr Prasert remembered wvery well
until today:

*There was the time when King
Phra Pok Klao (Rama VII) abdicated,
The assembly was caught rather un-
aware of ® and we had t» sit back
and think of a way to cope with the
stimation, Luckily, #t came out fine n
_ the end,

“Amd there was another time when
the Prince Regent (Prince Adityn)sent
us 8 Tetter Ihdicating his wish fo re-
slgn from the post, The matter was
discussed fully untfl Iste hours In the
asaembly and the permission for re-
signation wag gramted.

=Then [mmediately we received an-
other letter from the prince saying
that “in his previous letter he was
only contemplating to resign from the
regency, he did not achually want to
resign,

*We had to rush back tothe asseme-
bly and discuss the matter all over
agair. Tt was such a hectic time for
us,”

All through his 38 years with the
assembly, Mr Prasert has witmessed

every step of changes inside the Na-
tional Assembly,

*When the Assembly{ir st came tni
exlstence,® he szid, "most members
were still restrained and reserved in
their attitudes and expressions in the
debate, The discussion was less heaf«
ed. Everybody was still possessing a
cortain degree of mhibition. Nobody
raised his wice unnecessarily,

=They were resfrained even hn the
way they dressed, In those days, men
wore Pa Chong Kraben (a king of sa-
rong-lke eloth in plaln ecolowr sk
with tts end gathered up and tucked
at the back) and Nehru-siyle jacket.
Only a few members who had recelved
their education abroad came to the
sesslon InWestern-style sults,

+ “They were so proper in their
manners and 5o polite to each other
In those days.”

But the Assembiy had never been
lacking i colowrful members who
added zest and vitality plus occasional
laghter tothe house,

*“There was Mr Cham Chanmas-
netr,” remhisced My Prasere, *MP
from Nakhon 81 Thammarat who walk-
ed into the assembly hall holding a
lantern and complaining that the coun-
try was in such a gloomy state that
one had to carry a lantern wherever
one went, Sometimes, he even strip-
ped off his shirt and sat down on the
lawn i the Assembly compound to
wor ship the sun,

*Some members accused him of
being Msane but the constiution ar-
bitrators ruled that he was all right
gnd could carry on wlth his work.

*Then there were some other mem-
bers who like to do things that would
draw atiention to them guch as Mr
Kulard Keovimo! and Mr. Kokiat Sat-
tasen who carried satchels into the
House,

Mr Prasert thinks that conterpo=
rary members of Parllament lmow
rore about their duty and the func-
tioning of the Assembly than those In
the past, They also haveawier scope
of knowledge #nd the debate and gues-
tions in the House have becory: more

- relevart and deeper in subject-mat-

ters.

*That i{s & good sign for our dew
mocracy,” sald Mr Prasert who had
just been given a silver ciga-
rette box by Prime Minister Tha-
nom Kittkachorn in appreciation of
his long servicetothe  WNational As-
sombly, *1 myself feel very glad about
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