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Project Title : The political and governmental structure and political leaders of
Kelantan, Terengganu and Perak State of Malaysia and their influence
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Abstract

The objectives of the research on “The political and governmental structure and political
leaders of Kelantan, Terengganu and Perak State of Malaysia and their influence on the Southern
Thailand border provinces “are; 1) to study political and governmental structure, political leaders and
their roles in the state of Kelantan State, Terengganu State and Perak State.2)to study the structure of
political groups and political leaders who have an influence to political situations of Southern Thailand
border provinces.3)to study policies of Kelantan State, Terengganu State and Perak State toward the
people of Southern Thailand border provinces.4)to study political concept of political groups in the state
of Kelantan, Terengganu and Perak toward Southern Thailand border province crisis, in order to known
its effect to Southern Thailand border provinces whenever they became to power.

The research is the qualitative one conducted through direct observation, focus group talks, and through
interview, and the documentary research.

The research resulted in finding that the relation between the state of Kelantan, Terengganu and
Perak and Southern Thailand border provinces has been based on ethnicity and kinship. Their language,
religion and cultures are similar. More over, they have been based on same historical background which

based on 2 cases;

1) the change of political geography which was finding in 2 territories within Thailand-
Malaysia border.

1.1 The change of border line between the state of Perak and Raman district of Yala province
which happened in 1899(2442) when some of Raman district territories was including to the state of

Perak and people who lived in that area also became Malaysian citizen and Pattanean original.



1.2 The second area that was created by the Anglo-Siamese Treaty in 1909 (or Bangkok Treaty
of 1909) which included Range district(or Legeh district)to be a part of the state of Kelantan in
exchange for some area of Kelantan to remain with Tabai district(in Narathiwas).

2) The migration of Southern Thailand border provinces people to the state of Kelantan,
Terengganu and Perak has been began long time ago since 18 century that why people in this region
still has a good relationship on both side. Sometime, they name their new community and village follow
their former village in Southern Thailand border provinces. They established organizations to develop
their economic standard and develop the economy of their brothers in Southern Thailand border
provinces such as the project for development of education, skill and Masjid management etc.

The research resulted in finding also that there are relation of political concept between
Southern Thailand border provinces people and Malaysian people who live in an Eastern coast state of
Malaysia. Indeed the Eastern coast people had mostly believed and practiced in religion and religious
political ideology therefore their ideology had an influence to the Southern Thailand border provinces
people. The ruling party of the border states of Malaysia if they are the same party or ideology with the
central government that will more support to result the security problem for Thailand than different
party and ideology.

The research resulted in finding also that the relationship between the people of the state of
Kelantan, Terengganu and Perak and Southern Thailand border provinces people has been based on
Islamic religion on the principle of brotherhood in Islam that “Muslims are all brother.” Therefore,
many aids from Muslims Kelantan, Terengganu and Perak were sent to Southern Thailand border
provinces people in form of Zakat and domesticated animal for religious donation such as cows, sheep
and goats. Some of their aids come in form of building such as the building of Masjid and the religious
school.

The research resulted in finding also that the political and governmental structure has an
influence to economy, society and education of the country. Malaysia is a federal state which consists
of 13 states and 3 federal territories. Each state is further divided into districts (daerah or jajahan in
Kelantan) and a subdivision of a district is called mukim. As Malaysia is a federation, the governance of
the country is divided between the federal and the state governments. The decentralization of Malaysian
administration had fulfilled the need of community and made Malaysian community rapidly
development particularly, compare with Southern Thailand border provinces. The development of

Malaysian society and their economy notifies the merit of the decentralization of Malaysian



administration in the state of Kelantan, Terengganu and Perak and affects to the people of Southern
Thailand border provinces to rethink about autonomy in their homeland.

The research resulted in finding also that there are not particular written policy which was
made by Kelantan towards Southern Thailand border provinces and minority people. But there are
practical policies toward the minority people all around the world more than 18 years back in Kelantan
where the Islamic party (PAS) has stably ruled.The state of Kelantan became to be a strong hold to
support and provide an aid to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kashmir Muslim and Palestinian people.
However in case of the people from Southern Thailand border provinces the Kelantan government has
given the sympathy more than material aid.

The result of the research would be benefits to the public administrations both in local region

and big cities who would like to consult with the state of Kelantan, Terengganu and Perak and

would be benefits also to an organization in Thailand that makes policies toward Malaysia.

keywords : politics, government, political leaders, Malaysia, Southern Provinces
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