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36th. birthday, Han Lih-Wu, then doyen of the Diplomatic Corps. in
Thailand, wrote of his personal impressions of His
Majesty the King :

"The first impression that one gains of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, particularly at ceremonial functions, is that the
august King is serious. He looks dignified. He sits straight. ..."

"...as one sees more and more of His Majesty in public, one
notices that behind the dignified and serious appearance, there is
kindness and friendliness."

"The King has ...a special place in the hearts of his people. ...he
wields a moral influence over the nation that is both deep and
wide. ..."

What was said more than three decades ago is as true today as
it was when first spoken. The respect and admiration for His

Majesty only increases as years pass by.
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The Crystal Lady Arch, represented by a swan, is in reference

to Her Majesty the Queen. The arch is decorated with a long sash to
highlight the pavilion, housing Their Majesties’ portraits, at the top
of it. According to Thai belief, the five lotuses below the pavilion

mbolise the five qualities of a perfect woman.
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. A chapter of 1,500 Buddhist monks chant
prayers at Phra Pathom Chedi, or the Great
Pagoda, in Nakhon Pathom Province.

a8

. The running of the Golden Jubilee Ceremonial
Flags and Emblem in Samut Prakan Province,
3. The releasing of fish into the Mae La River in

Singburi Province.

Ha

. A walkathon in Rayong Province in honour of
H.M. the King.
Reforestation activities in Phetchaburi

o

Province.

6. Grand celebrations take place in Ratchaburi
Province on June 9, 1996, to mark the Golden
Jubilee Day. '

4

Blood donations in Uthai Thani Province on
December 5, 1996, H.M. the King's birthday.
8. Thais in Pathum Thani Province joyously

celebrate the Golden Jubilee Year.
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1. People from all walks of life in Chiang Mai
Province offer their best wishes to His Majesty
the King.
2. The public and private sectors in Phrae
Province joined forces to construct the largest
‘Kan Salak’, or offerings to the monks, in the
world to commemorate the Golden Jubilee Year,
3. A Golden Jubilee Exhibition in Lampang
Province.
4. The planting of trees in Kamphaeng Phet
Province.
5. The releasing of shrimps into the Sirikit
Reservoir in Uttaradit Province on December
5, 1996, which is H.M. the King's birthday.

6. Students perform in Nan Province to celebrate

the oceasion qf”]t“ Golden Jubilee.
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1. A religious practice at Pa Keng Temple in
Chatyaphum Province as a tribute to His
Majesty the King.

. Both the public and private sectors in Yasothon

~

Province join in the Golden Jubilee Celebrations
in front of the Town Hall.

The construction of 65-metre high "Ho Kaew
Mutkdahan’, or "Mukdahan Crystal Tower’, to
commemorate His Majesty’s Golden Jubilee
Celebrations.

. The planting of shade-giving trees in Amnat

(o8}

e

Charoen Province as part of the Reforestation

Campaign.
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5. Another atmosphere of the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations in Khon Kaen Province.

6. The private sector and Nakhon Phanom Red
Cross Society joined forces in building 109
miutch-needed houses for the poor.

7. Foreign students, dressed in exquisite Thai

costumes, join in the Golden Jubilee Cele-

brations of His Majesty’s Reign at Buri

Ram Pittayakhom School.
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