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A pictograph at Khao Khian, Phangnga Province
the first rock art site discovered in Thailand
It is rock art of the prehistorc period, dated 3,000 B.P
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A group of hunters, silhouetted in red, depicted at
Tham Khon, Phu Phrabat, Udonthani Province.
This is an example of a monochrome pictograph of
the prehistoric period
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ROCK ART OF THE HISTORIC PERIOD
IN THAILAND : AN OVERVIEW

Introduction

Rock art or cave art is an art
comprising techniques of pictographs
and petroglyphs applied to rock
used as a background for portrayal,
whether on rock massifs, rock shelters
and cliffs, or on the walls and ceillings
of caves.

Rock art has been a tradi-
tional aesthetic product of the human
race since prehistoric times: thus it
Is graphic testimony reflecting
ancient man's activities and his cult
of art.

As rock art remains in
evidence in many parts of the world,
knowledge of the subject has been
widely sought by archaeologists
who naturally try to find rock art sites
In their own countries. However, the
first rock art site to be known in
Thailand was discovered acciden-
tally by an amateur archaeologist,
the French scholar E.E. Lunet de
Lajonquiére, in 1912; the site called
Khao Khian, an islet in Phangnga
bay, Southern Thailand, contains
pictographs in a rock shelter which
have been identified as rock art of
the prehistoric period.

After a leng period of dis-
covery and study of rock art in
Thailand, 188 rock art sites have
been located to date, and can be
roughly divided into two categories
:rock art of the prehistoric period
and of the historic period. Only
thirty-three among the sites fall into
the later category.

Generally rock art sites are
undated since it is quite difficult to
establish their chronology. However,
rock art of the historic period is dis-
tinguishable through the compara-
tive study of themes depicting re-
ligious concepts of Hinduism or
Buddhism adopted by the local
people In historic times. The contacts
by the inhabitants of Thailand with
oversea countries like India which
had attained a high level of civilization
introduced the idea of writing and new
religious concepts and brought

Thailand itself into its own historical
period. Though archaeoclogical evidence
indicates the initial contacts took
place not later than the 15 ¢, B.C.
the emergence of the rock art of the
historic period was in the 70
c. AD., several centuries after the
beginning of the historic period in
Thai territory.

Apart from the themes
related to the Indianized religious
concepts, the techniques of rock art
themselves provide information
indicating distinctive aspects of
rock art of the two categories -
monochrome colour, mainly red,
was commonly applied to rock
painting of the prehistoric period,
whereas polychrome colour was
favoured in historic rock painting.
Another technique employed in
historic period rock art in Thailand
consisted of the application of
ceramics and stucco.

The Historic Period
Rock Art Sites

The number of rock art sites
of the historic period are few in
comparison with those of the
prehistoric period.

An explanation of this
phenomenon is that there was less
necessity to use rocks/caves as a
background for portrayal due to
introduction of buildings in the
historic period, which provided
walls for pictures. The works of art
would become a part of decoration
of the buildings, having been created
for aesthetic and/or ritual purposes.
However, the tradition of pictures
on a natural background as previously
practised has survived in some
communities. Rock art sites in this
period are situated in well-selected
locations; most of the works of art
suggest a sense of social unity rather
than self-satisfaction.

Of the thirty-three rock art
sites of the historic period in Thailand,
the South possesses the most, 13

Buddha Footprint at Phra Phutthabat Bua Ban,
Udon Thani Province
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Designs in stucco embellishing natural niches
mside Tham Viman Chakn, Khao Luang

Phetchaburi Province
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The il of King Rama V (1867—1910) and
his royal insignia inscribed on the ceiling above the

entrance to Tham Khuhasawan Cave,

Phatthalung Province
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sites, followed by the Northeast with
10 sites, 6 sites in Central Thailand,
2 sites in the East and 2 sites in the
North. These sites are located in 23
provinces, namely Chiang Mai,
Phetchabun, Loei, Udon Thani,
Chaiyaphum, Khon Kaen, Kalasin,
Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket,
Nakhon Ratchasima, Prachin Buri,
Saraburi, Lop Buri, Ratchaburi,
Phetchaburi, Chumphon, Surat
Thani, Phangnga, Krabi, Trang,
Phatthalung, Songkhla, and Yala.

Names and locations of the
historic period rock art sites are as
follows;

1. Tham Chang (Elephant's
Cave), Ob Luang National Park, Hot
District. Chiang Mai Province.

2. Khao Samorat (or Khao
Thamorat), Na Pha Village, Khoksa-
at Sub-district, Si Thep District,
Phetchabun Province.

3. Phu Khwai-ngoen,
U-mung Village, Buhom Sub-district,
Chiang Khan District, Loei Province.

4. Phu Phrabat, Tiu and
Muang Phan Villages, Muang Phan
Sub-district, Ban Phu District, Udon
Thani Province.

5. Phra Phutthabat Bua
Ban, Phai Lom Village, Muang Phan
Sub-district, Ban Phu District, Udon
Thani Province.

6. Phu Wiang, Chaiso Village,
Chaiso Sub-district, Chum Phae
District, Khon Kaen Province.

7. Phu Phra, Na Kai Sao
Village, Na Sieo Sub-district, Muang
District, Chaiyaphum Province.

8. Phu Khao, Sok Srai Village,
Sahatsakhan Sub-district, Sahatsakhan
District, Kalasin Province.

9. Phu Po, Phon Kham
Village, Phu Po Sub-district, Muang
Kalasin District, Kalasin Province.

10. Phu Chong Na Yoi, Phu
Chong Na Yoi National Park, Na Chaluai
District Ubon Ratchathani Province

11. Tham Wua Daeng,
Chaliang Khok Village, Khon Buri
Sub-district, Khon Buri District,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

12. Mo E—Daeng" Phum
Saron Village, Sao Thongchai Sub-
district, Kantharalak District, Si Sa
Ket Province.

13. Sa Morakot, Sa Khoi
Village, Khok Thai Sub-district,
Khok Pip District, Prachin Buri
Province

14, Sa Kaeo, Khok Wat
Village, Khok Pip Sub-district, Khok
Pip District, Prachin Buri Province.

15. Phra Phutthabat, Khun
Khlon Sub-district, Phra Phutthabat
district, Saraburi Province.

16. Phra Phuttha Chai,
Nong Plalai Village, Nong Plalai Sub-
district, Muang Saraburi District,
Saraburi Province.

17. Tham Phra Phothisat,
Nam Phu Village, Thap Khwang
Sub-district, Khaeng Khoi District,
Saraburi Province.,

18. Khao Taphao, Phaniat
Village, Phaniat Sub-district, Khok
Samrong District, Lop Buri Province.

19. Khao Ngu, Khao Ngu
Village, Ko Phapphla Sub-district,
Muang Ratchaburi District, Rat-
chaburi Province.

20. Tham Viman Chakkri
(Khao Luang), Thongchai Village,
Thongchai Sub-district, Muang
Phetchaburi District, Phetchaburi
Province.

21. Khao Rap Ro, Thai
Charoen Village, Tha Kham Sub-
district, Tha Sae District, Chumphon
Province

22. Pha Than Sadet, .Ko
Pha-ngan District, Surat Thani
Province.

23. Tham Singkhon, Tham
Village, Tham Singkhon Sub-district,
Khiri Ratthanikhom District, Surat
Thani Province.

24. Tham Khuha, Khuha
Village, Chang Khwa Sub-district
Kanchanadit District, Surat Thani
Province.

25, Tham Sam, Tham Nam
Phut Village, Tham Nam Phut Sub-
district, Muang Phangnga District,
Phangnga Province.

26. Tham Suwankhuha,
Tham Village, Krasom Sub-district,
Takua Thung District, Phangnga
Province.

27. Tham Viking, Ko Pi Pi,
Ao Nang Sub-District, Muang Krabi
District, Krabi Province.

28. Tham Tra, Pak Chaem
Village, Pak Chaem Sub-district, Huai
Yot District, Trang Province.

Followng in King Rama V's footsteps, King Rama VII
(1925—1934) and the present King, King Rama IX,
inscribed their initials on the same ceiling of

the Tham Khuhasawan Cave when they wvisited
the cave in 1928 and ‘1949
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The initial of King Rama VI (1925—1934) of
the Chakn Dynasty depicted at Tham Po Po Ro.
a shelter inside Wat Tham Khuhaphimuk

Yala Province
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A sculpture of the Buddha carved from the rock wall
of Tham Rusi, a cave of Khao Ngu

a limestone mountain, Ratchaburi Province
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LUy #1917

Another image of the Buddha depicted inside
Tham Chin, a cave of Khao Ngu
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29. Tham Khao Sambat, Pa
Mak Village, Na Ta Luang Sub-
district, Muang Trang District,
Trang Province.

30. Tham Khuhasawan,
Khuhasawan Road, Khuhasawan
Sub-district, Muang Phatthalung
District, Phatthalung Province.

31. Khao Khuha, Khao
Khuha Village, Chumphon Sub-
district, Sathing Phra District,
Songkhla Province.

32. Tham Khuhaphimuk
(Tham Po Po Ro), Na Tham Village,
Na Tham Sub-district, Muang Yala
District, Yala Province.

33. Tham Silp, Bannang-luwa
Village, Na Tham Sub-district, Muang
Yala District, Yala Province.

Generally speaking, each of
the above-mentioned sites contains
artistic work visible in one spot,
except for the three following sites
Phu Phrabat, Khao Taphao, and
Khao Ngu. Rock art at these sites is
scattered on rocks/caves. For
Instance, at Phu Phrabat a large
number of rock massifs and rock
shelters are scattered widely; some
contain rock art and each has a dis-
tinctive characteristic, such as that
at a rock massif called Tham Chang,
where a single figure of an elephant
was scratched with red pigment, and
at the nearby rock massif, Tham Fhra,
where rows of Buddha images in
bas-relief were depicted. Moreover,
there are also rock paintings of the
prehistoric period, and some of them
are superimposed on those of the
historic period. The above-mentioned
rock art site has been developed
into a historical park named Phu
Phrabat Historical Park,

Apat from Phu Phrabat, a
few sites have been identified as
multiple rock art sites of the two
periods. For instance, the rock shelter
at Phra Phuttha Chai, Saraburi
Province, has handprints of the
prehistoric period and a silhouette-like
shadow of the Buddha and initials of
king and the royal family of the
Bangkok period. On the walls and
ceiling of Tham Viking (or Viking
Cave), Phi Phi Island, stylized human
and animal figures expressing a sense
of prehistoric workmanship are
portrayed beside paintings of boats

of the historic period; the latter can
be dated to not more.than 100 years
ago. At Tham Silp in Yala, a group of
primitive hunters of prehistoric times
are pictured on a corner of the wall
opposite another on which well-
composed polychrome paintings of
scenes related to the life of the Buddha
appear; these paintings date back to
tho 11" - 13% ¢, A D,

Regarding locations of
historic rock art in general, most of
the sites in the South, in the North
and in Central Thailand are caves,
where the walls and/or ceilings
weére used as backgrounds for the
artworks, whereas in the Northeast,
the topographic characteristics,
vast, weathered and eroded sand-
stone complexes have been formed
into rock massifs, rock shelters and
cliffs, providing useful sandstone
backgrounds for artwork.

One particular kind of rock
art of the historic period is the
Buddha Footprints. These were
created by means of the pecking
technique on sandstone/laterite
floors. The earliest datable site of
the Buddha Footprints, called Sa
Morakot, in Prachin Buri, dates to
the early eight century. Not far
from the site is a laterite pond called
Sa Kaeo, along the edge of which
figures of animals, e.g. elephants,
monkeys, and makara, have been
carved. This carved pond is also
numbered among the rock art sites
of the historic period.

Rock Art Techniques
of Historic Period

All rock art sites of the pre-
historic period yield two techniques
of production, pictographs and
petroglyphs. The designation picto-
graphs 1s used for drawing / painting
/ stencilling / imprinting, whereas
the so-called petroglyphs employed
three functional techniques, abrading,
engraving and pecking. In the his-
toric period the use of these tech-
niques for rock art survived; further-
more, some other techniques de-
veloped. Evidence of additional
techniques employing appliqué.
stucco and gilt, which were em-

Rows of Buddha images depicted at Tham Phra,
a rock massif in the Phu Phrabat Historical Park,
Udon Tham
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A sketch of an elephant at Tham Chang. a rock
massif in the Phu Phrabat Historical Park

oo Y amoa Yoo ¥
DIWAEUAUAUATLIN TR g Tnn 1919
?ummgwmuﬂ:‘:fiﬁmmﬁl)mzmﬂ

@ e



White pictographs of the historic period
superimposed on red ones of the prehistoric period
at the Non Sao Ah rock shelter; Phu Phrabat
Historical Park
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The figure in silhouette called Phra Chai.

beheved to be the shadow of the Buddha
depicted on a rock shelter of Khao Lom,
a limestone mountain, Saraburi Province

A i
MIWAUAUAIVITENTUTT Wiane 11997
iunszare (i97) na\ms‘:?!vnm$ﬁmﬂy'uuzﬁdmﬁu

= o
ngan ﬂ?:I;i?

®la

TA999191RIAINBATIIUANTNALLADY
Tuifeumuauan) wazainnauiunine
[} [ v d‘ L~
unaluvesveina L uaauaniu
Sawem)  HNIWAIALAILATATANY
tudlunguan
mwﬁﬁuﬁm#ugﬂm:'qwﬁgﬂam:mqgﬂ

¥ o =
nmnwrzaanwen W

vulpmanReiiuge 01979 nawane
aummwﬂmwmwmummmq
TR Tuumomo Fhufaufiugaiil
wiFaundne Usmngniwasdenagy
AnTuaraIna LT AU LLUNINGS
Aune  Fafluauialzdraoneu
UsziRAnans wrzumuans) N
mwﬁwﬁny’ugﬂwnmwuuﬁu
AUNTIE  UANAINITUANLNITNLY
HureeaiplseBAaniuan  unas
Qwa*:mwﬂqﬁmuﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁwdmﬁaﬂz
vuluaduneulseifmanilsing
LufeudiuARdiuslue) e wan
e dufluundsdadsdiuvas
'Lﬁm'u,avﬁwﬁmﬁﬂmlmmz\hﬁaﬂv5'1
nﬂumum Uivn@unuaalumm
Fiseduanan na‘uﬁamm‘mwmm
'Lmﬂqumuﬂnqmmamnmwuq
Fundn  eveulszddaranigwezLm
UBNAINWITLVUATD LUAY
B g 'memngmuﬂaﬂnﬁmuﬂﬂnqm-
mama‘mwqﬂn@umummglummm
fusuAalnssuatanaullssdmmAans
Maifute Fugut UVAIWIZ YR
arzy Usngniwasdunegilile B4
Wnladutlusudatnssuadanau
UszdRenand  etunndaiawnzen
MUALNINWIENNERIE  UASNTWTNY
saanszilsuniles  winnilsuaes
WETNMNEFT LA WIETITIIAUU

ar - s 5’ .§’ = =
ngainulnduns a7laie iAW

=l = =
ngeil ﬂﬂn{]mwmﬂgmmmm
= = .é’ | e
786 Toutulszuin iy eco 1
VBRI QA UAUNI A AT WAL
== ar rd! [ =l
LLuuwwugﬂﬂuLm:ﬂmfamLﬂuam

9899 UARLNIINANRINaU LT AR AR

diday  pea1 Asngniwastnien
se "iﬁmam“’ Lﬂunwwnauﬂmm
anaan wamﬁu Y nawumumud
'Lummumwammewmwuwm-
ﬂi‘ WUATHNEAIAUN Lﬂumwwmﬁu
mumﬂﬂsvmmwmmmwmw oal-oe

ANATIUTEHIAULNAIARL Y
fradvilszARanans wiulddn  au
AaUnssudauluniaireassAuuela
memeumuugumeQLm‘Lumﬂ'l.m
WAZNIANATY  BAUNITATINATTA
AMANULRE NN RUE 1sng
wnluniadany  veilnanqlsien
anwuznIandAans luLAaznIa
Hausanieimuuaunaalunisaing
ATTAIU

atineleinAaUnssndssinn
wile Ao TREUNIZLN Fisloadramn
pRDoufesld R U uRai g
mu‘[mﬂlmmﬂuﬂmmwanuum
Tﬂuuwuvxumw/ﬂmum UUAY
mﬂwswmwmmnnmmquuanmu
MIMUUARNE 1mm TOENIZLW
ATENTNA ﬂa‘wum mqwumfmu
Wﬂﬁﬂ(ﬂfl?i‘h”‘/l oc UAY T4 130T
‘lumq’tnmwmmmumﬂmngmu
Aatlnsrufiainsass UL uRLAR LA
m‘lulmmwswmw I LRERT)
fuAauasTuassdan  arsuna
TAgRUaNNINTNe 1ng &9 4 Tudes
nsausauvaLdsy  duiduAalnssy
vudiuiulanuanstseanlylann
ARy

WATANNTAT198TTA 9711

Aatziiuiefalzuuiiu
avunaulseiRAans ludsunalne
AMATANITATI9ATIAIIUY I BENQ
A9 N17R9A (pictographs) dwTni3eN
fudn nwdsud  wazmningises
asluiiu  (petroglyphs) MIBNIWAT
wan  uRalziradtlsARenans



ployed alone or together with the
above-mentioned techniques,
remains at some sites.

Some significant points con-
cerning the techniques used in the
creation of historic period rock art in
Thailand are as follows

1) A large number of historic
period rock art sites contain petro-
glyphs, that is, among 33 site, thirteen
contain only petroglyphs, seven
contain only pictographs and nine
contain both. Samples of sites con-
taining the application of two tech-
niques are as follows : Khao Ngu
contains stucco of various designs
which cover the relief images on the
walls of the cave, and Tham Singkhon
contains stucco with floral designs,
embellished with ceramics and
paintings.

2) In prehistoric rock art sites,
petroglyphs employed two functional
techniques, abrading and engraving,
to portray figures and non-figures,
while the pecking technique to create
reliefs was frequently applied to
rock In the historic period. Engraving
on rock, especially the initials of the
kings and the royal family, was
fashionally in the Bangkok period.

3) Pictographs of the period
commonly employed two functional
techniques, drawing with pigments
and paintings with polychrome
colours, except in the following sites
Tham Chang, Tham Tra, Phu Phrabat
(at Tham Chang shelter), and Khao
Khuha. Each contains a single pic-
tograph in monochrome red only

4) Cutting off part of the natural
rock in situ for the purpose of making
artistic works on the rock was never
practised in prehistoric times, but
was practised in the historic period
This can be seen in rock art sites
such as Phu Phrabat, Sa Kaep, Sa
Morakot and Khao Khuha. The latter
is wellknown to archaeologists as a
rock-cut temple due to its function
in former times. A small sandstone
outcrop there contains part which
was cut and transformed into a
double cave that was employed
occasionally for the performance of a
religious ritual. On the middle wall
inside one cave there is a red pic-
tograph. It is surmised to be a
modified form of a sacred Hindu
symbol

Apart from the above-men-
tioned points, it should be noted
that in the making of historic period
rock art, the techniques used tended
to be suitable to the conditions at
the sites and the purposes of the
creators.

Significant Subjects
Appearing in
Historic Period
Rock Art

Generally speaking, most of
the rock art of the historic period
can be readily identified. The majo-
rty are considered to constitute
communal art, created to serve the
community as a whole, therefore
pictographs and petroglyphs were
created for religious rituals, mainly
Buddhist and Hindu. It is noted that
the concepts of art are based on the
traditional beliefs and cults of the
locals who adopted the two religions
and intermingled them with primitive
beliefs. Thus rock art sites of the
period chiefly contain idol-figures in
various forms, followed by the
symbolized figures of the cults.

People of some early states in
Thailand, such as the so-called Dva-

ravatl in Central Thailand and the.

Northeast and Srivijaya in the South.
practised Buddhism and created
Buddhist art in various forms and
styles. The most popular attitude of
the Buddha images created on rocks
was that of the reclining Buddha,
two early sites bearing evidence are
at Khao Ngu in Ratchaburi and Phu
Po in Kalasin. Both express a Dva-
ravati art style of the 7" ¢. AD. At
Khao Ngu, a stucco stylized iigure of
a sal tree with Rukkha-Devata (a
deity who protects the tree) were
placed on the wall over the relief of
the reclining Buddha to indentify
the scene as that of the Maha Parini-
varna of the Lord Buddha. The
images of the Teclining Buddha
commonly are in the same posture,
siha-sayana (reclining on the right
side as does a lion). However, there
remains a peculiar relief of a reclining
image at a shelter of Phu Khao
Kalasin, the image reclines on the
left side. It is believed to be an image

Pictographs on the above-mentioned shelter
showing handprints of the prefustoric period

ULEIAEai s el i VULl 11

adenfrzimmans

Imitials of King Rama V. King Rama IX, and members
of the royal family (19" — 20" ¢ A D.) inscribed on
the wall of the same shelter
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Stylized human and animal figures, believed to be
the work of a prehistoric artist, on the wall inside
the Viking Cave. The cave is wellknown for boat
paintings of the historic period.
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This figure of a peculiar boat is probably

a pictograph made by primitive people in the South,

the Viking Cave
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of Phra Mokkhallana, the great monk
and disciple of the Lord Buddha.

The remains of the Buddha
Footprints are coincidental with Pali
works written in Thailand which
describe the Buddha's having left
the impression of his foot in many
places in the country. According to
historical records, people in the
country believed that a footprint
was a testimony to the presence of
the Buddha, who once visited this
land and left his footprints as well as
his doctrine for the benefits of the
locals. They also believed that marks
of the Buddha's feet stamped upon
the rock surface had been naturally
preserved; therefore this kind of
Buddha Footprint was considered
original, and thus is of higher value
than those which one man-made
The carving footprint on laterite at
Sa Morakot, Prachin Buri, is con-
sidered the carliest man-made
Buddha Footprint in Thailand. It is a
work of a Buddhist community of
the early 8" c. A.D. According to a
text of a datable inscription found at
the site, the cultural interaction
between Sr Lanka and the com-
munity was established and the
tradition of creating and venerating
a Buddha Footprint was probably
obtained from Sri Lanka. It has been
thought that the veneration of the
Buddha Footprint was revived in the
late Ayutthaya period (the 17" ¢
AD.) when a Footprint was dis-
covered in Saraburi. However, the
recent discovery of a Footprint of the
late Lop Buri to the early Ayutthaya
period (12"'—14™ ¢, AD) at Khao
Tapao, Lop Buri, by archaeologists
of the Fine Arts Department has lead
to a new interpretation; that is, the
tradition of veneration the Footprint
initiated in Thailand in the 8" ¢. AD
has been continuously followed since
then. It should be noted that there
has been no tradition of venerating
the Vishnu footprint and / or the
Lakshmi pata as in India, in spite of
the fact that Hinduism was popular
In some communities in Thailand

Apart from the sites containing
the image of the reclining Buddha
and the Buddha Footprints there are
rock sites of Buddhist communities

on which Buddhist themes have been
depicted, such as at Tham Phra
Phothisat where the Buddha is seated
on a throne giving a discourse to
Siva and Vishnu and at Khao Samorat
where the Buddha stands near
Avalokitesvara, Prajnaparamita and
other Bodhisatvas.

There are only four rock art
sites containing figures or scenes of
Hindu significance. Three sites
have petroglyphs: A Vishnu Ananta
Sayana (a reclining Vishnu) is
depicted at Phu Chong Na Yoi an
Uma-mahesawara (Siva and his
consort Uma seated on the bull
Nandi) at Tham Wua Daeng and
three seated Hindu deities at Mo E
Daeng near Phra Vihar Only a site
at Khao Khuha contains a painting;
this is said to be a modified form of a
symbol of the Hindu Trinity. It is
strange that the people of the Hindu
communities in the past who were
skillful at carving stone for buildings
seldom practised that art on natural
rock. One possible explanation is
that they were too busy with works
of art for buildings to create rock art.
It may be concluded that for the
performance of rites the Hindus pre-
ferred a man-made building to natural
rock sites. Different from the Hindus
were the Buddhist monks of the
Aranyavasi sect, who preferred to
live in the forest and played an
important role in guiding Buddhist
to make use of nature for a monastery,
thus religious art was added to some of
the natural caves/rock shelters which
were maintained, and functioned as an
element of ritual

The rock art sites related to
Hinduism and Buddhism date from
the 7" ¢c. AD. Inthelate 11" c. A.D.
the tradition of creating rock art dis-
appeared among the Hindus in Thai-
land ; two centuries later the Hindu
communities faded out. On the other
hand, the Buddhist communities
expanded , Buddhists have preserved
the tradition of creating rock art and
have made use of the sites up to the
present day.

Rock art sites which contain
aesthetic works unrelated to religious
concepts were obviously created in
the late 19" c. A.D. Some initials of

A pictograph of a boat of the historic period at
the Viking Cave, believed to be that of
a Chinese junk, about 100 years old
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A pictograph of a group of hunters at Tham Silp,
Yala Province, thought to be prehistoric
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A painting related to the Buddha story depicted on

the wall inside Tham Silp Cave
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Tham Viman Chakni, hmestone cave in Central
Thailand, contains designs 1n stucco embellishing

the wall inside the cave
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Sandstone cliff called Mo E Daeng near Phra Vihar

Sisakel Province, where a relief of three seated

images was found
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King Rama V and the royal lamily
artistically engraved on rocks are said

Lo be memorial records ol visits o the
sites. Other samples of rock art of the

period which functioned as a record
or as an aesthetic design for self-satis-
faction appear at Tham Sam and
Tham Viking. Though they were not
communal art they convey a sense
of local impressions of that time.

The Present Condi-
tion of Rock Art Sites
and Guidelines to
Preserve the Sites

Most of rock art sites of the his-
toric period are situated in remote
areas far from present-day settlements.
They were unavoidably damaged by
natural surroundings throughout the
passage of time. Some rock art sites
which had no public function were
abandoned and deteriorated. After
they were discovered and became of
public interest, some sites were re-
activated and developed in order to
make use of them as sacred places
for performing rituals and/or as tourist
points.

Sites like Tham Singkhon, which
once was employed as a forest monas-
tery for Buddhists in the 17*"—18"h
c. AD., have been occupied by pre-
sent-day monks and have become a
part of a currently active monastery.
The rock art inside Tham Singkhon
Cave has also become a part of the
monastery and is being maintained
by the monks and the villagers nearby.
To allow the monks to manage the
sites 1s not wrong, for many sites in
hands of monks have been rescued
from the damage caused by man and
nature. However, some sites are ex-
cessively used for ritual and art on the
rock is then unintentionally destroyed
Moreover, incorrect treatment in pre-
serving rock art, such as the applica-
tion of oil colours to the paintings of
rock art as has occurred on the relief
of the reclining Buddha at Phu Wiang,
detracts from its value.

The registration of a rock art
site as a national monument is a fun-
damental management technique to
protect a site. A few rock art sites
have been so registered. Other efforts
to preserve the sites being undertaken
by the Archaeology Division of the

Fine Arts Department consist of con-
servation projects, projects for the
development of sites into historical
parks, and public awareness cam-
paigns. It is necessary that the work
be undertaken continuously and fol-
low the results of research. The best
way, however, to preserve rock art
sites is to educate the public, making
people aware of their value and sti-
mulating them into protecting sites
in their communities.
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The laterite pond called Sa Kaeo, situated outside
the city moat of Muang St Maha Bodhi,
Prachinburn Province
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Reliefs along the edge of Sa Kaeo, depicting stylized
froms of animal figures.
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A petroglyph at Phu Pha Yon, Sakon Nakhon Province,
is thought to be of the prehistoric period.
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The stone relief embellished with stucco at
Khao Ngu is an example of rock art employing
two techniques
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A number of ceramic bowls embellishing the
celling of Tham Suwankhuka Cave,
Phangnga Province
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Stucco with floral design and ceramics embellishing
the ceiling of Tham Singkhon Cave,
Surat Thani Province
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A red pictograph on the middle wall inside

the rock-cut temple at Khao Khuha, believed to be

a modified form of a symbol of the Trnity
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Relief of the reclining Buddha under the Sal tree at

Khao Ngu, Ratchaburi Province, depicting a scene

of Maha Parinivarna
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The relief of the reclining Buddha at Pho Po
Kalasin Province, in the Dvaravati art style of
the 7" = 9" ¢ AD
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Relief of the reclining image at Phu Khao

Kalasin Province, believed to be an image of
Phra Mokichallana
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Hehet of the Buddha seated on a throne preaching to
Siva, Vishnu and Gandharvas. mnside

Tham Fhra Photisat Cave, Sarabun Province
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A Standing Buddha image and Bodhisattvas carved
on a pillar shaped like a stalagmite in_

a limestone cave on Khao Samorat Mountan,
Phetchabun
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Reliet of Siva and Uma seated on the bull, Nand:

at Tham Wua Daeng, Nalkhon Ratchasima Province
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Rehel of tree figures at Mo-FE Daeng, a cliff near
the Phia Vihar, believed to be a creation related to a

religious concept
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Enthroned Buddha 1in Tham Khuha cave
Surat Thani Province
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Pictograph at Tham Tra, Trang Provinge

in its original condition
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The present condition of the pictograph at Tham Tra
It was deliberately damaged by a local person
who wanted to prove whether or not the pictograph
could be erased
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A pictograph at Tham Sam. Phangnga Province

expresses a sense of nature
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