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/

FOREIGN POLICY

/

1. “A world without Islam”. |/ by Graham E. Fuller. Foreign Policy. (January-February 2008) :
46-53.
*%* What if Islam had never existed? To some, it’s a comforting thought : no clash of
civilizations, no holy wars, no terrorists. Would Christianity have taken over the world? Would the
Middle East be a peaceful beacon of democracy? Would 9/11 have happened? In fact, remove Islam

from the path of history, and the world ends up exactly where it is today.

2. “China’s Currency crunch. /by Marvin Goodfriend and Eswar Prasad. Foreign Policy.
(January-February 2008) : 84-85.
+%* If China is serious about keeping inflation low and stable, it should adopt a floating
exchange rate. In this article, the authors expand the argument to suggest that China’s financial
institutions and citizens stand to benefit if the country finally allows its currency value to be

determined by market forces.

3. “Europe’s Philosophy of failure”. /by Stefan Theil. Foreign Policy. (January-February 2008) :
54-60.
*%* In France and Germany, students are being forced to undergo a dangerous
indoctrination. Taught that capitalism, free markets, and entrepreneurship are savage, unhealthy,
and immoral, these children are raised on a diet of prejudice and bias. Rooting it out may determine

whether Europe’s economies prosper-or continue to be left behind.
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4. “Vladimir Putin”. /by Lilia Shevtsova. Foreign Policy. (January-February 2008) : 34-40.

X He’s been called a despot, a menace, and even a murderer. But Vladimir Putin’s half-
baked autocratic regime won’t rule Russia forever. After nearly a decade in power, Putin is more
isolated than ever. Will he step down, leaving behind a paralyzed political system and a bootless

economy? Or will he continue the charade of phony democracy that has brought him this far?

5. “What America must do?”. Foreign Policy. (January-February 2008) : 62-74.

XS Anger, resentment, and fear have replaced the respect the world once held for the United
States. So, Foreign Policy compiles 12 essays from the world’s leading thinkers to answer a single
question : What one policy or gesture can the next president of the United States make to improve

America’s standing in the world?

A
% HARVARD BUSINESS REVIEW ﬂ
/

1. “Breakthrough ideas for 2008”. Harvard Business Review. (February 2008) : 17-44.

X Consumer-producers will be the bricks for building a peer-to-peer economy. Experts
still solve certain problems better than computers or crowds do. Gen Y workers are drawn to jobs
that compensate them for tasks, not time. Alternate reality games could become the new operating
systems for real-word business. China’s second-tier cities are an untapped mass market and other

thought-provoking ideas.

2. “Managing demographic risk”. /by Rainer Strack, Jens Baier, and Anders Fahlander. Harvard
Business Review. (February 2008) : 119-128.
+%* The workforce is aging rapidly. When employees begin retiring in droves, many
companies will face severe talent shortages. Managers need to pinpoint now where critical gaps will

open and prepare a strategy for closing them.
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3. “The corporate brand : help or hindrance?”. /by Chekitan S. Dev. Harvard Business Review.
(February 2008) : 49-58.
*%* Each of Lilypad’s boutique hotels has its own sense of place and definition of customer
experience. By putting greater emphasis on the corporate brand, the company could gain
tremendous scale efficiencies and possibly increase guest visits-but does one brand really fit all? The

author tries to illustrate the potential for corporate brands to be both a help and a hindrance.

4. “The existential necessity of midlife change”. / by Carlo Strenger and Arie Ruttenberg.

Harvard Business Review. (February 2008) : 82-90.

X Contrary to popular belief, middle age heralds neither the beginning of the end nor a
magical transformation-but it does offer new opportunities for personal growth. As life expectancy
in the West increases, executives in midlife must plan realistic second lives and careers. Their

employers need to help them.

5. “The new leader’s guide to diagnosing the business”. / by Mark Gottfredson, Steve Schaubert,

and Hernan Saenz. Harvard Business Review. (February 2008) : 62-73.

+%* Before CEOs and general managers can improve business performance, they need to
assess their companies’ strengths and weaknesses, as well as the threats and opportunities they face.
This template will show them where they’re starting from and help them get where they want to go.
The authors simplify this process and offer a “systematic diagnostic template that can be tailored as
necessary.” With four principles-analyzing cost and prices, evaluating competitive position,
understanding the industry’s profit pool, and simplifying. This article presents a clear path through

the diagnostic process and into the world of improved business strategies.
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