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Saigon, December 24, 1970
TO MY RESPECTFUL LATE FATHER-IN-LAW,

I though my stay in Thailand has been short, but I found him
a very respectable man. Moreover, I extremely regret not to be able to
stay there longer to allow me to receive more and more his valuable
instructions and advices. I cannot prevent myself to be deeply moved
of this bereavement. However, 1 hereby extend to him my eternal
heartfelt sympathy.
Daught-in-law

Phung-Doan-Thuong
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May 19th, 1935,
Dear Pramonda,

As T sald to you before the ship salled, my
feelings towards you as a true and loyal man has
gone up very high indeed and will be forever
engraved in my heart. In these days of adversity
.one sees much more of treachery and base betrayal,
(because I no longer have the power or the wealth
to command fear,) than wholesome loyalty. It 1s
indeed a time of trial, It is a very great pigy
that you wlll have to go back so soon, where your
frank and outspoken opinion may not be so much
valued. In splte of our quarrels in the old days,
you remember how many of your points were embodied

in my report to the old B,C.D. The discussions were meant
to test out opinions and to exchange ideas, I am glad to
note that you also took them in that light,

Please thank Hayakawa on my behalf for the kind
manner in which he received me. The only way in which
I can repay such kindness is to render solid assistance
in whatever shape or form that is most practicable, in
the sale of advertising line. He has to suggest it to me,

I am writing to Baron Okura and Viscount Kato my
letter to the latter is enclosed herein, as I do not know
his address. Please also write on my behalf to the Cosul

at Kobe, I have lost his card. TeIl him we are sure to meet
agaln. '

Just a few words of warning. I know you .are a
very courageous man in the enunciations of your opinion.
You were safe with me in my old official days, because I
used to accept outside opinions, but 1t appears that the
members of the present Covernment are not so tolerant of
outside opinfons. I will be fair to them and say that
they do listen patiently if they feel that criticlsms are
constructive, but they are far too suspiclous of any
tendency to overcome the Constitution. In Siam reople
do not dare say anything at all; whatever you do or say,
welgh your words and actlons very carefully.
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Within the very short spidce of time that I was in
Japan, I have learnt that industrially Japan has made
unthinkably great. strides forward. All thls has been
achieved by a coodination of effort hetween the Government,
the Capitalists and the People. They have achieved ration-
-alization, dealt successfully with unemployment, such as
no other country, in Europe or America has done. If we,
the Siamese want to imitate them, we must not kill off
the Capitalists or tax Capital into a flight. The moment

the Siamese get rid of ‘mutual suspicion and Class hatred,
the better off Siam will be. I do not say that Siam's ¢y
case is hopeless. It 1s passing through & very severe
erisis, but even young men will learn wisdom, caution,

and poise after a while. It 1s wrong to cut out this

or that class, or condemn age and maturity as useless.

I hope you will be able to return to Siam via
Singapore and see the Princess and deliver the electric
clock that was given me by Hayakawa, You will then see
how we have to live in genteel poverty these days. This
means that I have not cheated the Government when I could
have done so over many comtracts. Again I repeat, it is
only in times of adversity that one finds true friends.

Good luck %o you.

from your sincere fréend and admirer.

Wuckals.
?S. gwtamé"-buvul @KJH&*M

S,L..»a.,.ae.mutmrw



Address to His Majesty the King made by H.R.H. the Minister of Commerce
and Communications, Commissioner-General of State Railways, on the’

occasion of the opening of the Rama VI Bridge.
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SIRE,

The means of communication in the Kingdom of Siam formerly consisted of
rivers and canals in the plains, and of tracks for carts and pack animals in the mount-
ainous regions. By virtue of the great foresight with which He was so richly endowed,
His late Majesty King Chulalongkorn recognized the advantage to our commerce of
guicker means of communication and lower cost of carriage, and therefore in the year
B.E. 2433 a Royal Rescript was issued clearly defining the railway policy within the
Kingdom of Siam and setting up proper Authorities for carrying out that policy. The

first sod was turned in the year BE. 2434.

During the Reign of Your Majesty’s August Brother, the Ministry of Public
Works was, (in the year B.E. 2455), transformed into the Ministry of Communications
with a view to relieve that Ministry of duties in connection with other forms of public
works, focussing its attention entirely on Ways of Communications. In whichever por.
tion of the Kingdom transport was expensive, special attention was to be paid to cheap-

ening and quickening the means of communications.

Subsequently, the Board of Commercial Development was created with
a view to foster the trade and commerce of our nation. An official connected
with Ways of Communications was appointed a member of thie Board because His late

Majesty was fully convinced in His mind that ways of Communications form a very
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important instrument to foster trade and commerce. This is clear evidence of the far-
sightedness of the Royal Policy leading towards the economic welfare of the Government

and of the people.

At the end of the Vth Reign, the total length of lines opened to traffic
amounted to 932 kms, while 690 kms were under construction. At the end of the VIth
Reign the length of open line had reached ‘a total of 2,581 kms, representing an in-
crease of 1,649 kms, while 497 kms, were being constructed. In order to comnplete
this additional length it was necessary to increase the capital by 101 million ticals mak-
ing, with the initial amount of 59 million ticals, a total capital outlay on State Railways
of 160 million ticals. Thus, while the capital increased by 171%, the length of lines
opened to traffic had increased by 177%. A comparison of the gross receipts from the
Railways at the beginning of the VIth Reign (Tcs. 4,500,000) with the figure at the
end of the Vith Reign of over Tcs. 16,000,000, represents an increase of 256%. The
net receipts within the corresponding period had increased by more than Tcs. 7,000,000
or 258%. The total receipts during the 15 years' reign of His Majesty King Rama VI
were more than Tcs, 135 millions and the net amount paid into the Royal Treasury
was over Tcs. 74,700,000. These figures serve to show that the additional capital has
brought ever increasing returns to the Government without a corresponding increase in
the percentage of outlay. The trading community and the people at large have also
benefitted by the easier and cheaper means of communications. I crave Your Majesty’s
gracious permission to cite an example:- Transport of household furniture and utensils
from Bangkok to Chiengmai by boat in the old days used to cost Tcs 10/-per picul or
Tes. 170/-per ton, whereas now by railway the freight for this class of goods only comes
up to Tcs. 26.50 per ton. The State Railways have linked up politically the various
poi'tions of the Kingdom to the Metropolis and further they have been the medium
through which bonds of friendship have been formed with the neighbouring countries
by means of through rapid trains, spreading dbroad Royal Prestige and Goodwill.
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In the year BE. 2460 an indication of Royal Policy was made that the dif-
ference in gauge between the lines on the east and west banks of the River Chao Phy"a
was economically undesirable. Separate stocks have to be kept for each gauge, which
entails a considerable additional expense.  If the gauges were unified it would reduce
greatly the descriptions and numbers of the spare parts and accessories to be kept, and
instead of two separate workshops, one workshop centrally situated in Bangkok would be
sufficient. Traders who wished to send their goods from the north to the south or vice

versa had to transfer them into new wagons employing boats, causing an unnecessary

waste of time and money,

In order to carry out the Royal Policy it became necessary to link up the
railway system on the east bank of the Chao Phya River and the southern system by
the most convenient method.  The Authorities concerned after having fully considered
and deliberated upon the ways and means, duly reported to His late Majesty that the
construction of a bridge would be the cheapest and the most permanent method. His
Majesty thereupon decided to construct this bridge across the River Chao Phya at Bang
Sawn. This bridge consists of 5 spans, of 77.80m, 84m, 120 m, 84m, and 77.80 m,
respectively making a total length of 443.60m,  The total width is 10 m, five metres
being reserved for ordinary road traffic and the remainder for the railway track. In
addition there is a foopath on either side of the brige 1.50 m. in width. 'The foundations
of the bridge were made by sinking Caissons under compressed air to a depth of 27
metres below mean sea level. Messrs. Les Etablissemnents Daydé of Paris whose works
are situated at Creil in France were the contractors for this bridge. Frence foremen
and special machinery were employed to complete the work. They commenced opera-
tions in B.E, 2465 and finished in December BE. 2469. As regards the junction line,
the engineers and staff of the State Railways have built earthworks and bridges and laid
the track from Bangsue Junction to Taling Chan Junction for a distance of 14 kms.

This length also includes the bridge.

His late Majesty, from the commencement of the work, honoured the Bridge

by giving to it His Royal Name “Rama VI” as a permanent memorial of a reign wherein
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the policy to provide improved conmunications as a means of fostering trade and com-
merce was vigorously pursued and also to commemorate the construction of this bridge
and the line linking up all State Railway systems.

Your Majesty has decided to follow the Royal Policy of Your Majesty’s two
August Predecessors to foster the welfare of the people. Even before Your Majesty’s
Accession You visited the work while und.er construction and after Your Majesty’s Ac-
cession Your Majesty together with Her Majesty the Queen deigned to pay a visit of
inspection during the launching of the superstructure. This signifies that Your Majesty
takes real interest in the affairs of State and has at heart the betterment of the econo-
mic status of the people, which is a hopeful augury to all Siamese, as well as to the
foreigners living or having interests within the Kingdom.

To-day being the anniversary of the natal day of His late Majesty King
Vajiravudh Rama VI.  Your Majesty has commanded that appropriate ceremonials
should take place together with Her Majesty the Queen and You have deigned to ho-
nour us with Your August Presence at the Bridge in order to declare it open to traffic.

We, the officials concerned, are happy in the knowledge that it is now
evident throughout the world that the Sovereign of the Siamese people takes personal
interest in the well-bing of the people and the prosperity of the Kingdom. You, Sire,
in striving for the peace and happiness of Your people have shown Yourself entirely
undaunted by the heavy cares of State.

By the virtue of His firm will to do good, may the grace of the Holy Triple
Gems bless and protect our Sovereign Lord King Phra Bad Somdetch Phra Paramindr
Maha Prajadhipok Phra Pok Klao.

May the Supreme Power controlling the world’s destinies inspire our Sovereign
Lord with wisdom to pierce the darkness and select the policy most conducive to the
happiness and well-being of the Government and people.

May all Royal Wishes be fulfilled. May our Sovereign long be spared to
reig'n over us in peace and happiness. May all perils be averted, and may His enemies

always live in fear of the Royal Authority.

January I st B.E. 2489 (A.D. 1927)
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SOME NOTES ON THAI ETIQUETTE

By P. Netra
v o d <4 v d o 4
NNUUITBWLNW Bangkok World un..... AUUN.cee. e ) 1)

It may be said without fear of contradiction that the Thai people are a very
adaptable race. They can readily adopt foreign custom, manners, food, clothing and
even ways of living, whereas other races in Asia find it difficult to follow suit.  Their
inadaptability may be due to racial pride or prejudice or both.

The adaptability of the Thai people will best be understood by comparing
the past with the present. If a foreign visitor to Thailand some forty years ago should
revisit this country he would be astonished beyond measure to find the great changes,
both morally and. materially, have taken place during this lapse of time. These changes
are more marked in what is known as the emancipation of women and the relationship
between the two sexes. Forty years ago unmarried young women of well-to-do families
stayed at home, and their sole occupation was housekeeping. If they ever went abroad
at all they were chaperoned. A girl going out alone at night would be mistaken for a

lady of easy virtue or at Jeast regarded with suspicion. To-day young women have

invaded Government offices and business firms.  They are to be found in all walks of
life, working side by side with their male colléagues. They go out alone whenever
they please.  Forty years ago a man could not touch a woman, and dancing then,
except in high society with European education, was considered a crime against decency

and chastity.  This untouchability may better be illustrated by an incident which took
place some time towards the end of our great King Mongkut’s reign. ~ King Mongkut

was the bero of the famous comedy: =~ The King and I.  One day the then Prime
Minister and his favorite wives had to receive an important foreign diplomat. Here
a serious problem arose, for it was absolutely against etiquette for Thai ladies to shake
hands with anyone of the opposite sex however great he might be. Happily His

Excallency conceived a bright idea. He ordered his wives to stand behind him and
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tehind one another in their order of precedence. He then held his left hand and the first
lady did so with the second, the second with the third and so forth until they formed

a long row. Then the diplomat arrived His Excellency alone shook hands with him

while the long row behind the Minister made a similar and simultaneous movement.
In this way the greeting was supposed to have come, like an electric current, from the
ladies, through their sole husband, to the visitor, and vice versa. The writer cannot
vouch for the truth of this story, but it was narrated to him by a descendant of the
nobleman, who was himself a Minister of State,

To day co-education has been introduced into the country, and teen-agers
keep dates, go out together and execute the Jatest rock and roll. Besides being adaptable
the Thai people are also liberal and ever ready to overlook any ignorance for uninten-
tional offence against their etiquette, knowing full well that custom differs from country
to country and from one civilization to another.

The following observations on certain Thai etiquette may prove of interest

to foreign tourists visiting Thailand. To many of these they might even be a revelation.

To a Thai-and, indeed, to every human being—the head is considered the
most honorable part of the body, while the nether extremities are looked upon as the
least respectable. It would, therefore, be a flagrant breach of propriety for a Thai to
point out anything to his friend, or even to his inferior, with his foot.  Pointing with
one’s foot, however, is a matter of common practice among Europeans and Americans,
Hence our slang vocabulary has been enriched by another expression: Mu Farang.
“Mu” is the Thai for ““hand” and " Farang™ is a corrupted form of the * Franc”
which signifies the White Race in general. If a Thai should use his foot when it is
proper to use his hand he would be censured with the remark *“ Don’t use Mu Farang,
if you please.”

From the feet let us now move one step up - to the legs. In the eyes of
the Thai, especially those of the old school, legs can play an important role in the

formation of a very objectionable habit, i.e. sitting on a chair with one leg crossing the
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other just over the knee. Before one’s superior this manner of sitting is considered not
only impolite but also conceited and disrespectful. Yes, there are actually superiors and
inferiors in this democratic land of ours. Constitutionally we are supposed to be equal,
but socially we may be poles apart.

Once a diplomat from an Asian country, who, no doubt, was in the habit
of sitting cross-legged, assumed this posture in the presence of His Majesty the King.
Unfortunately he was the only one in the audience to have done so. The vernacular
papers took exception to this. They were very indignant about it and kicked up quite
a row. They were only appeased by the explanation that the unfortunate culprit was
a foreigner who was not conversant with Thai custom and manners.

For Thai men this manner of sitting is bad enough, but for Thai woman it
is even worse. A Thaj lady sitting cross-legged is hardly conceivable to a Thai mind.
However, we are not very strict about it now, as we have become more and more
Europeanised.  Besides, one should be sympathetic and make ample allowances for the
modern girls who affect European style dress.  For them sitting cross-legged is a case
of necessity knows no law, especially when their short skirts do not reach far below the

knees.

We now move up another step-to the back. A new comer to Thailand
might ask what has a human back to do with Thai etiquette ? Well, a Thai back may
express many attitudes of the mind-contempt, mockery, politeness, humility, submission
and what not, according to how it is made use of. To a Thai the proper and improper
use of this part of the body may indicate whether a man is well-bred or otherwise.
A well-bred back is supposed to be slightly bending most of the time. A straight stiff
back is permissible on rare occasions, such as in the case of a Yogi in a meditating
state or a soldier standing at attention while saluting a passing officer. ~ When a well-
bred Thai passes by his supetior, who may be his parent, teacher or a Buddhist monk,
. he bends his back slightly as a sign of respect. If he wants to show his reverence he
bends his back down much lower.  When he offers a present to or receives one from

his superior he bends his back too.
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Talking about back-bending reminds one of back-patting. It should not be
a digression to divulge here that a pat on the back to show affection is not relished by
the Thai, especially if it is administered by one below his rank or unfamiliar to  him,
and if it happens to be a hard pat he might return the compliments with a much

harder one, and the returned pat may not land on the back either,

'The occasions for back-bending are too numerous to mention, so let us pass
on to the next upper members-the hands which, for our purpose, include the arms and

the shoulders.

The hands play the most important part in the whole structure of Thai
etiquette; for, while in many countries, both in the East and in the West, people pay
their respect with the head, i.e. by bowing, we pay it with our hands. This is known
as the WAI, which has become increasingly popular with foreign visitors to Thailand.
Mr. Lyadon B. Johnson, Vice President of the United States, is a strike example.
During his recent visit to this country he has made himself very popular by mixing
freely with the populace and greeting them with the WAT, and he did it quite gracefully

" too.

There is, however, a technique in the execution of the WAI, If you want to
pay the highest respect to anybody, you put your two open hands together, palm
against palm, and raise them up to your forehead. If you wish to show lesser esteem,
you raise them to your chest only.  If you are not very willing to pay any respect at
all but etiquette demands, you raise your two attached hands slantingly over either of
your shoulders and drop them quickly. The latter method is not to be recommended.

Hands are used for showing respect too in Western countries where people
greet one another with hand shaking. In France and her colonies one may have to
shake hands a bundred times a day.  If it so happens that the right hand is engaged
or not avaiable for any reason the left hand is used instead. Failing this one finger

only will answer the purpose. When we come to think of it we must maintain that

our WAI is better and more hygienic.
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At last we have come to the summit - the head, and let us have a summit
talk like the one the two Ideologies have been trying to arrange without much success.
Although the East and the West agree in principle that the head is the most respectable
part of the body, they differ in the matter of practice. While we of the Fast think
that our head is sacred and should not be touched by any hands except these of our
superiors, the West think it is a sign of endearment for a wife or a child to stroke or
pat her husband’s or its father’s head.

A true story is told of a young Thai who went to study abroad and married
an American girl.  He brought his bride home for the first time, and, as soon as she
was introduced to her father-in law, the poor girl jumped at him, put her arms around
his neck, bent his head down with her hands and kissed him. The poor old man,
who knew nothing about Western custom, stood aghast, furiously struggled to free
himself, recoiled two steps and was about to beat a hasty retreat when his son inter-
vened and saved the situation. A woman’s hands touched his bead ! What an unpar-
donable sin! What a sacrilege!  Thus is brought to a close our summit talk, with our
best wishes and kindest regards to all our good friends the foreign tourists. May their

holiday time in Thailand ‘be a happy and very enjoyable one.



MY STRUGGLE WITH THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
By
P. NETRA

(The following is the substance of a lecture delivered before
| the Songkhla Traders Association in 1951 and was first published in
the Bangkok “Liberty” in July of the same year.

The reproduction here is by kind permission of the Editor of

the above-mentioned newspaper. )

The study of English is common to all, but individual experience varies
greatly. In the following article I wish to tell fellow-students of my struggle and of

~
some incidents connected with it, so that we may compare notes.

An English authority on the English language says: English grammar is
contrary, difficult, changeable and confusing. It takes an English authority to say that!
Perhaps to this authoritative pronouncement I may be permitted to add one more item:

English pronunciation, which, in my opinion, deserves all the above epithets authoritati-

vely ascribed to English grammar.

To me the study of English is a life-long struggle, and I must frankly admit
that after nearly forty years of continuous self-instruction, I still connot write one
foolscap page of English without making some sort of an error, grammatical or otherwise.
I cannot read one column of an English newspaper without coming across at least one
or two words the meaning of which is not clear to me.  This is of course apart from

Americanism in which Bangkok newspapers are so rich to-day.
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English pronunciation constitutes an unsolved problem for me.  This is not
at all surprising.  If English authorities quarre]l among themselves over this very
question, is it any wonder that I should find it beyond me? Let us take the word
Yorkshire for instance. This may be pronounced Yorkshear, Yorkshyre or Yorksher.

You may choose the one that appeals to your taste.
Then again there is the question of accent and intonation. An English lady

once told me: Your English may be hopelessly grammatically wrong, but if you speak
it with the right accent it is still good English. Conversely, your spoken English is no
English at all if it is grammatically correct but accentually wrong. It is true that the
study of phonetics may help to a certain extent, but it is my firm conviction that unless

you were born or brought up in England you will never acquire the right accent.

Now to give you some illustrations of the difficulties of English pronunciation.
When [ went to England on a post-graduate study some twenty years ago.
I had all my suits made in Bangkok by a German tailor who assured me that they
were cut after the latest fashion. On arriving in England, however, I found that the

trousers worn by Siamese students and other were baggy about the ankles. That is

what was known then as the Oxford bag. In my eyes the Siamese students looked
very smart indeed. As a new comer | wanted to look smart too. My own dress
made in Bangkok looked old-fashioned and I did not want to be behind others in this
respect. So 1 went to sce Mr. Cardew, the Superintendent of Siamese students, to ask
for the name and address of the tailor who catered to the requirements of the Siamese
students, The Superintendent said there was no need for me to go to that tailor,
for it was too costly; but I persisted, and finally he gave in.  He gave me the name

of Bernard Weatherill of Candit street {a like a in ability ). Of course there is an

English word “Candid” but that would sound strange for a street name.  So I asked
him how he spelt Candit. He spelt Conduit. *I'nt that Condooit?” I asked: He said:

“Yes, but it is pronounced Candit”. So I went to the address indicated but could not find
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the place. I had to ask a policeman en duty where Candit Street was. The policeman
looked puzzled.  He said he had been around that place for so many months, but he
had never heard of Candit Street.  “ How do you spell Candit?™ he asked. I spelt
Conduit. ““Oh. That’s Condooit. That’s where you are,” was his reply. So you see,
one English word is pronounced quite differently by two Englishmen with different
standards of education. Yet Professor James, Professor of Phonetics at the London
University, while accepting Candit as a correct pronunciation, said that the proper one,
i, e. the generally accepted pronunciation by educated Englishmen is CONDIT.

On another occasion I paid a visit to a poultry farm at a place called
Egham, not far from London. I had to take a train there. At the London station
I said “One single for Eg-Ham, please.” The ticket seller corrected me “ You don’t
pronounce the name correctly, It is Eg-Gam, not Eg-Ham.” ‘‘ All right, thank you,”
I said ““One single for Eggam, please.” I got my ticket and boarded a train.

When I got off at Egham station I happened to knock against a railwayman,

a porter, who was loitering about on the platform, ““Beg your pardon” I said *So

this is EGGAM.” ““No, Sir” he replied * This is Eg-Ham, like egg and ham which

you take for your breakfast, Sir.” He was a cynical sort of a man and, 1 believe,
slightly alcoholically affected at the time. I may be wrong, but in any case he wore
a red nose.

You see, at one end I pronounced the name Eg-Ham and was told to say
Eg-Gam; at the other end I said Eggam and was told to say Eg-ham. So I fell
between two stools!

Yorkshear or Yorksher; Candit or Condooit: Eggam or Egham: these are
nothing compared with this word: Cholmondelay. Do you know the correct pronun-
ciation? If you don’t, I will tell you. It is pronounced simply CHUMLY.

Besides the standard English pronunciation, there is also the real Londoner’s
English, which is known as Cockney. This is also something beyond me. Where there
is an H the Cockney feels inclined to drop it; and where there is no H, he would put

it in. For ““I am ill on the hill” he would probably say” Hai ham hill hon the’ill.”
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The late Prince Bidya, our Poet Laureate, told us of his trouble with a

Cockney gardener.  The gardener told him that the night before ale fell eavily in the

garden. The Prince was fresh from Siam. He knew nothing about the Cockney
language. He knew ale to be a kind of beer, and it would be a very strange sight
‘indeed to see beer falling heavily in the garden. I should heartily welcome such an

event in our humble home. But the ale turned out to be simply hail.

Prince Bidya took exception to the remarks made about him by a Cockney:

““Ee dunno nuff H'English” That’s enough for our Poet Laureate.
I am now going to tell you of my experience with the Cockney.

I wanted to go to Victoria Dock which is in the eastern part of London.
So I asked a policeman how to go there.  He told me to take a train from a certain
station.

Well, taking a train in our country means going on a long journey with all
its attendent trouble and inconveniences, but taking a train for a short distance was

hardly conceivable to me. It seemed so funny.

The fact is that there is a train leaving London almost every five minutes.
[ did not realize that. I did not go to Victoria dock by train after all, but the idea
got fixed in my mind.  To go anywhere out of London, one must take a train. Of

course it was a wrong idea.

At that time there was going to be a General Electtion in England, and the
Election Campaign was in full swing,

Ramsay Macdonald, Head of the Labour Party, who eventually became

Prime Minister, was going to make his election speech at the Aeolian Hall, and tickets

-for admission were obtainable at the London Daily Express.

1 went quite near to the newspaper office, but could not find its location.

So I went into a shop nearby and asked a shopgirl where the Daily Express was.
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She said “ Down Shoe Lind.” That sounds like a railway line, and I jumped
at the conclusion at once. * To go to a newspaper office one must take a train again?
So I asked quite innocently * Beg your pardon. What line, please?” The girl blushed
heavily.

A shop assistant came to the rescue. *“ The Daily Express is down Shoe
Lane” he told me. So you see for Lane a Cockney says Line.

Still on another occasion T lunched at a small eating shop and tried to order
some fried fish with lemon and salt: my favourite dish. Fried fish was brought to
me all right, but there was no lemon. I was waiting for a while when the waiter
came and asked ‘“ When are you going to pine?” I caught only the last word ‘‘Pine”
and I thought he was going to give me some pine-apple instead of lemon. So I said
““ What! Are you going to give me pine-apple?” Two young ladies were lunching at
the next table. I thought I heard their giggles. I turned slightly round and noticed a
dcspel;ate effort to suppress their laughter. When their lunch was over, they quickly
went for the door and before they were out of sight they turned round sharply to look
at me and then burst out into a loud giggle and disappeared.

What the waiter said was ¢ When are you going to pay?’ For pay he said

pine. At many of the small eating shops they ask you to pay up for each dish you
order even before you begin to take it.

Now to come back to the pronouncement that English grammar is countrary,
difficult, changeable and confusing. With due apologies to a former Chief Judge of the
Civil Court who was a class mate of mine some forty years ago. [ shall now relate a
small incident in our class room.

We were rivals. The former Chief Judge was clever at mathematics but I
got the better of him in languages.  One day our master, a rigid, severe, grousy sort
of a person, who had a most forbidding face, taught.us the past tense of certain verbs:

fit-fitted, need-needed, grant-granted. A few minutes later we came across this word
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in our reader ““stopped ”. My friend was told to read this word aloud. I knew what
was coming and I secretly prayed that he might not read it incorrectly. Since the past
tense of fit is fitted and of need is needed, in a loud voice.  His Lordship read out
almost triumphantly: STOP-PED! Ped in Siamese means duck and Kai means hen.
The master was greatly annoyed.  ‘“ What? Stop Ped ? Stop Kai? Who told you so?

he roared.

The pronunciation stop-Ped tickled me and I burst out into a loud laughter.

’
The master told me to stand up. That word kept tickling me, and in spite of my
fear of the master, I laughed aloud again. This time the master was so angry that he

ordered me to stand on my desk. So I became the highest boy in the class that day.

If the past tense of need is needed, of fit is fitted, and of grant is granted,
it naturally follows that the past tense of stop is stop-ped. My honorable friend has a
logical turn of mind. He was quite right, only the English grammar is quite wrong in

that it is subject to change without notice.

Years ago I suggested to Dr. RS. le May, an English author of many books
on Siam and a former Adviser to our Ministry of Commerce and Communication, that
he should adopt my system of romanization of Siamese name. “p3n > should be
written Aroon, instead of Arun, for oo is always like u in unit. ~ He reminded me at
once that oo is not always like u. “ What about flood and blood?” he asked.
“ Besides oo has not always the same sound.  There is a difference in good and boot.
The former is short and the latter is long. Just look at these two words Put and But”.

he said,

Failling that 1 ventured another suggestion: that long words should be
shortened American fashion, such as the word through which should be written thru
and honour should be written honor. The American ‘‘ honor * is direct from Latin

and is shorter than the English honour.  The English honour is neither Latin nor
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French, but looks like a combination®of the two. Dr. le May told me that if any one
ventured to force this change on the conservative British people the whole country

would rise in revolt! I made no further suggestions.

When we adopted the word Baht for Tical, Dr. le May sarcastically remarked
to me: “«If you are really courageous, you should change the name of your country

tco”. Unfortunately he did not remain in our service long enough to see us change

Siam into Thailand !

Now to come back to English grammar once again. Let us consider this
sentence : No one but me, or I, can do it. Which is correct, I or me? The answer
is"both |

Let us consider this word “None”. None means not one and should be
followed by a singular verb. But one authority says that none may be, and usually is,
followed by a plural verb when the sense is plural. For instance: None of the passen-
gers were able to agree on the case of the recent derailment.

Another example; Since every one in this room speaks English, I address
THEM in that language.

The use of a plural noun THEM to refer to every one, which after all has a
plural sense, even though it is grammatically singular, is now acceptable English.
I address HIM in that language would sound slightly silly, T was told.

In everyday informal English you may use plural pronouns, like them, with

singular words, like one, no one, nobody, sqmebody, etc.

To me this is a new development, and my firm belief in the stability of the
English grammar is again shaken to its very foundation.  That befief was shaken once
when my Superintendent, Mr. Cardew, told me that what ever an Englishman writes
is good English. Yes, Sir, there can be no doubt about that. T have drawn this remark
out of him when I showed him a passage written by an Englishman which was obviously
grammatically wrong. I thought then that he was annoyed with me, but I now realize

that he was really serious.
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The great Mahatma Gandhi must have realized the insignificant role of the
English grammar too.  So he played with it when he made a short comment on Miss
Mayo's book, Mother India, which caused quite a sensation when it was published
many years ago. Mahatma Gandhi wrote: * This is a book which no European AND
every Indian should read”. And who says this is grammatically wrong ?

I must now make a long story short, but I want you to hear just one little
silly mistake I made in the use of ““do” and *““can”.

Some thirty years ago, when the thriving town of Haad Yai had not yet
come into existence and the railway station was the only building in a veritable wilder-
ness, [ ventured out of my country to Malaya for the first time. On the train from
Penang to Singapore I met a Malay gentleman in European dress. 1 bluntly asked him;

““ Can you speak English?”. Of course he can, but he was obviously annoyed by my
impertinence and he replied “ No” with a capital N.

Later when he found out how poor my English was he began to speak
English with me freely and became more friendly. So please remember not to enquire
of anyone *“Can you speak English?”. [or that is an insult to his intelligence and his
knowledge of the English language. You should say ““ Do you speak English?”. If you

put your question in this way, there will be little reaction on the part of the person

asked.

I have never known of any one getting annoyed when asked this question,
except a good friend of mine. An English-man innocently asked him Do you speak
English ? . Of course, he expected a reply in simple affirmative, but my friend replied
““Yes, I do, but not very often”, The Elnglishman was taken by surprise. My friend
was even more sensitive than the Malay gentleman I spoke of just now.

1 have already told you that after nearly forty years of continuous study I

cannot write one fullscap page without making some mistakes. You must not think that

my forty years effort was rewardless. I got my reward all right, and I got it this

way.
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When I went to London for the -first time I had to ask my way about.
On the second day of my arrival I was standing at a big Square beside an Eng]ish-ma'n
who was waiting for a bus. T asked him the way, and we conversed a little. He then
asked me how long had I been in England. I said “ Only two days”. “Only two
days”, He repeated my words. ‘“Sure” I replied *“ before I came to England I knew
English already more or less but rather less than more . He looked curious and
politely put this nice question to me: ‘“Are you a British aubject?”” “No. But why?”
I was surprised in my turn. ‘° Because you speak English so well” he replied.

So that’s how I got my reward.

In this long article I have not the least intention to discourage prospective
students from studying English. On the contrary I want to encourage them. One must
tackle the English language.  One must try to master it.  The fact that English is
difficult makes it all the more interesting to study.  If English is easy it will not be

worth -one’s effort.

It is true that English is only the means to an end and not the end itself,
but if you have the means to an end, the end is yours for the taking, and that end

means everything to you.

I wish every one good luck and every success in his attempt to master the

most useful and the best paying language in the world,

THE END
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The editor of the ‘““Thanakorn’ has kindly requested me to contribute an-
article on banking to his paper. I use the term “Kindly” as a matter of courtesy, but
in reality he has done me the most cruel honour in the world. To make a cock crow
is reasonable enough, but to force a duck to do likewise is hardly justifiable.  The

Editor, however, has now granted me a concession, ie. I may write any thing I

choose, and not necessarily about banking and finance as the name of his paper suggests.
This is a real relief to me, for though I cannot write anything of practical value, I
can spin out any amount of silly yarn. A banker, especially, a bank clerk, leads a mono-
tonous life; his work is one of a daily routine, and he fumbles with bank notes and
figures all day long. So a little non.sensc now and then should be relished by the

wisest Bank men.

I have chosen “Loin Cloth” as my subject.  The Siamese term for a loin
cloth is Pha-Kha-Ma. “'Pha” means cloth and “M:” means “horse”, but “Kha” is
beyond me. When you put the three words together, they make no sense at all. The
second term ‘‘Pha-Khao-Mia” is more intelligible.  The middle word “Khao” means
white, so Pha-Khao-Ma literally means a piece of white cloth for a horse, but here
again I must admit that this translation makes very little sense and, so far as a horse

is concerned, seems to be far fetched.

The loin cloth plays a very important part in the life of an average Siamese,

'in fact of every male Siamese. It is indispendable to him. Recently it was reported in

the vernacular papers that the Ministry of Culture had appointed a committee to con-

sider and design a proper national dress for the Siamese, I venture to suggest that the
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loin cloth be brought up on the agenda, And why not? Mahatma Gandhi in his loin
cloth was able to free his country from British rule of nearly two centuries. Just im-
agine the great Mahatma deprived of his loin cloth.  Would a naked Gandhi be able
to inspire millions of his couutry-men and make them rise as one man? In fairness to
the Mahatma, however, I must mention here that his loin cloth is longer and wider
than ours, and the manner of wearing it is much more elaborate.  While we let both

ends of our loin cloth hang loosely down, he tucks one end up and lets loose the other.

To a siamese a loin cloth serves multifarious purposes. A friend of mine
told me of his visit to South Thailand. The Southerners are welt—known for their wit,

cleverness and precise speech. A pedlar offered to sell him a loin cloth, puffing it up

with ““ This loin cloth is very good indeed; it can serve your purpose as a matrimonial
bedding, as a towel to wipe your face, and as a blanket to keep you warm”. He
poured out these words in a rhyme which when trénslated into English loses its flavour
and significance. Besides its use as a bedding, a towel and a blanket, a loin cloth also
serves as a handker-chief, a napkin, a belt, a sash, a turban, a shawl, a bathing costume
{its legitimate role) and what not, and even as a dress at the breakfast table. A friend
of mine told me that while travelling on the southern express some years ago he was
surprised to find an MP. coming into the restaurant car in his loin cloth for breakfast.
He would have put Mahatma Gandhi to shame.

A haughty young man went to see a certain Thai noble—man at his residence,
He saw an old gardener in his loin cloth busily pruning some pot—flowers. Say! old

man, is His Excellency at home?” he asked carelessly.  * Yes, Sir. Please wait a

minute”’ came the reply, and the gardener disappeared immediately. A servant soon
came out and politely showed the young man to the drawing room. Presently the
nobleman made his appearance, and who could it be but the old gardener. The green

horn was almost shocked to death.
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In former days, long before the advent of the corruption age, a loin cloth
used to serve the purpose of a sea—bathing suit too, but it has since fallen into disfavour.
In this particular respect, the loin cloth, like many other old institutions in this country,.
has no stood the test of time. If you go to Hua Hin today you will not find any lein
cloth there. Its place has been taken by the modern tight - fitting bathing suit which
shows off the wearer to advantage.

I do not know of any person coming to grief with the loin cloth, except one;
an editor of a local foreign language newspaper.  He related to me some years ago of
his trouble with the loin cloth. He probably forgets all about it now, but I do no.
I was so impressed by his story that it remains indelible in my mind, I sometimes

" wonder what became him after that incident. He told me of his boyhood days. He
went out on a beach in his loin cloth for shell—gathering, but he went beyond the beach.
He went into the sea when something cut him sharply. In a fright he jumpped out of

the water to find himself minus his loin cloth but plus a crab!
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( Being an English translation of the original article in

French published in the July issue of the Thanakorn )

in Europe most of the middle class people travel second or third class—third
class mostly. Out of consideration for this custom, as well as for my pocket, which is

not heavy, I have adopted this practice with the greatest pleasure,

Thus I travelled once from Marseilles to Paris by a night train coming from
Nice.  The porter, with the help of an electric torchlight, conducted me to my com-
partment and left me there to my lot. The compartment, which was not lighted, was
full of passengers of both sexes, some dozing, others sleeping in their sitting or leaning
posture. Somehow or other 1 ;nanaged to get in between two half-asleep passengers, a

lady and a gentleman.

For two hours the close air in the compartment and the discordant snoring
of some passengers prevented me from sleeping, but in the end I was overcome by

fatigue and T could not say how long I had siept.

Some one strangled me...... I struggled hard...., and I woke up with

my gentleman neighbour’s arm around my neck! He was snoring peacefully. Very

gently I put the cause of my nightmare back to its proper place.

Again sleep overcame me, and again I woke up with a start my lady neigh-
bour’s head fell on my shoulder! To sleep again was out of the question. I went out
of the compartment to take fresh air until sunrise.  Since then I have vowed not to

travel second class again by night.
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Almost a year after, I travelled from England to Switzerland by way of
France. In the train which brought us from Calais to Paris T met a French Alsace
lady who was en route for Stuttgart, going in the same direction 1 was taking. My
intention was to pass the night at Paris, not for the purpose of tasting the pleasures of
the French Capital, but merely to avoid travelling by night. This lady persuaded me
to continue the journey with her that same evening. She assured me that I would not
meet with the same inconveniences as I did on my journey from Marseilles to Paris
“‘Besides” said she” you will save much of your time and money.  Her reasons were

«convincing, and I decided to break my vow just for once.

From the Gare du Nord we went to the Gare de I'Est to deposit our luggage.
‘We then made our way to a restaurant. When we had finished our meal the train

was ready to depart.

On returning to the station the lady arked me to give her my arm, which

1 did, wondering at the same time if I had not neglected my duty towards her and if

my negligence was not a breach of European etiquette.
¥ neghg pe q

Arrived on the quay the lady left me to ask something of a porter. There
was a lively exchange of words between them, and from after I could catch only the
words:  “But for Monsieur and Madame....” No doubt there was some sort of con-

spiracy between them.

In an instant the lady came back with the porter who led us to our com-
partment,  We found ourselves quite alone! ‘Do you like this compartment?” the
lady asked me. “‘Here we shall be undisturbed for the whole night” she went on ““If
you feel sleepy, you can sleep in peace.  Will you take this couch. I will take that
one.” |

After having conversed for some time we bade each other good night.

Although there were only two of us in the comparment, I could not sleep. I was ob-

sessed by the idea of extortion of which I had heard so often.
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The lady, on her part, appeared to distrust me too, for she “slept with her
eyes slightly open, evidently being on her guard. At last sleep had the better of Olll:
mutual distrust.

At one station we were awakened by a loud noise caused by the new pas-
sengers for whom the guard was looking for accommodation. He opened brusquely the
door of our compartment and put his head in.  *“Oh! Pardon!” With this apology he
shut the door all at once and conducted the passengers eleswhere.

““You see!” said the lady to me smiling. Ah! I see! She pretended to be
my wife in order to obtain a compartment all to ourselves. What a trick! How prudent

and how good she is! It is said that women are wiser than men. In this case it is
perfectly true.

At Moulhouse, towards four o’clock in the morning, the lady bade me
adieu while 1 continued my journey to Switzerland, taking with me a happy memory

of a very unique and very interesting experience.
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En Europe beaucoup de personnes de la société moyenne voyagent en seconde

ou troisieme classe—troisiéme classe surtout. En considération de cette coutume, aussi

bien qu'en celle de ma poche quin’est pas lourde, j’ai adopté cette pratique avec le plus
grand plaisir.

Ainst voyageai-je une fois de Marseille a Paris par le train de nuit venant
de Nice. Le porteur, 3 I'aide de Ia lumi€re d’ectrique i flambeau, me conduisit 2 mon
compartiment, et m’y laissa & mon sort. Le comparti ment, pas illuminé, était rempli
de voyageurs des deux sexes, queleques uns s'assoupissant et d’autres s’endormant dans
leur posture assise ou inclinée D’une mannifre et d’une autre je reussis 3 m’installer
entre deux voyageurs 3 moitié éveillés: une dame et un monsieur. L’air renfermé et
les renflements discordants de quelques uns m’empécherent de m’endormir pendant deux
heures. En fin la fatigue emporta, et je ne saurais dire combien de temps j'ai dormi.

. Quelqu’un m’étanglait. ... .. je me débattais fort..... et je m'éveillai avec le
bras de mon voisin autour du cou! Il ronflait paisiblement.  Tout doucement je remis

la cause de ron cauchemar i sapropre place.
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De nouveau le sommeil me saisit, mais une fois de plus je méveillai avec
un sursaut, la tete de ma voisine était appuyée sur mon épaule! M’endormir de nouveau
€rait hors de doute. Je sortis du compartiment. pour prendre P'air frais jusquw’au
lever du soleil. Des lors jai fait le voeu de ne plus voyager de nuit en seconde classe..

Presque un an aprés, je fis le voyage d’Angleterre en Suisse en passant par
le France. Dans le train qui nous transportait de Calais 3 Paris, je rencontrai une
dame alsacienne qui était en route pour Stuttgart-la méme direction que jallais prendre..
Mon intention était de passer la nuit a Paris, non pas pour gofiter les plaisirs de la
Capitale, mais afin d’€viter le voyage de nuit, Cette dame me persuada de continuer le-
voyage avec elle ce méme soir.  Elle me guarantit que je ne rencon trerais pas les.
désagréments que j'avais Eprouvés dans mon voyage de Marseille I Paris “Drailleurs”
me dit-elle “vous pouvez économiser aussi bien le temps que la dépense” Ses raisons.
étatent convaingantes, et je me décidai 3 manquer pour une fois & mon voeu.

De la Gare du Nord nous allimes 3 Iz Gare de I'Est pour déposer nos colis-
i la consigne; puis nous nous dirigeAmes vers un restaurant. Quand nous efimes terminé-
notre repas, le train était prét i partir.

En rentrant dans la station, la dame me demanda de lui donner le bras, Je
le lui offris tout en me demandant si j'avais négligé mon devoir envers elle, et si ma
négligence n’était pas une bréche i Petiquette europeanne.

Arrivée au quai la dame me quitta pour demander quelque chose 3 un.
porteur. Il y avait quelques échanges des paroles vives entre eux. ““Mais pour Mon
sieur et Madame......” éient les seuls mots que, de [oin, je pouvais saisir, Sans.
doute il y avait quelque sort de conspirations entre eux.

Un instant aprés la dame revint avec le porteur qui nous conduisit a notre

compartiment.  Nous nous trouvines tous les deux seuls.  ““Aimez vous ce compar-
timent ?” me demanda la dame. “Ici, nous serons tranquilles toute la nuit” continuait-
elle ““Si vous avez som neil, vous pouvez vous coucher paisiblement. Voulez-vous bien.

prendre cette couchette-ci? Moi, je prendrai celle-la”
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Aprés avoir causé pendant quel que temps, nous nous sommes soubaités une
bonne unit. Bien que nous n’étions que deux dans le compartiment, je ne plus pas dor-
mir. J’étais obsédé par I'idée &’ extorsion dont j'avais trés souvent entendu parler. La
dame, de son cAté, paraissait se défier de moi, car elle se coucha avec les yeux 1égére-
ment entréouverts, évidemment se tenant sur ses gardes.  En fin le sommeil eut

Pavantage sur notre méfiance mutuelle.

A- une station nous fimes réveillés par un bruit 1rds fort occasionné par les.
nouveaux voyageurs pour lesquels le gardien s'tait occupé a chercher des places. Il
ouvrit brusquement la porte de notre compartiment en passant la téte. Il fut confus.
“*Oh, Parden!”: Avec cette apologie il ferma la porte tout-de-suite, et conduisit leg
voyageurs ailleurs,

“Vous voyez!” me dit la dame ensouriant. J'y suis! Elle fit semblant d*@étre:
ma: femme afin d’obtenir un compartiment 3 nous seuls. Quelle ruse! quelle prudencel
et quelle bonté! On dit que les femmes sont plus sages que les hommes. Dans ce cas;
c’est tout 3 fait vrai

A Moultiouse, vers quatre heures du matin, la dame me fit ses adieux, tan-

dis que moi, Je continnuais mon voyage pour la Suisse, emportant le souvenir heurenx

d’une- expérience trés unique et trés intéressante.
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Some fifteen years ago a young Siamese student in England, using the
b’scudonyn; of “Sour Grape”, wrote an interesting article in the Siamese Students’
Journal, the “Samaggi Sara”.  This article was translated and published in a local
newspaper and cuased quite a sensation in Bangkok at the author’s expense. In fairness
to him it might be pointed out here that there was nothing wrong with that article:
it was the Siamese version which gave rise to the sensation. I have not a copy
of the article by me, but if my memory serves me right, ““Sour Grape”, whose
identity needs no establishment, ended up by quoting the well-known saying: * He
who can see greatness in others cannot but be great himself”. I shall never
become a great man in that sense, since my appreciative faculty is not fully developed
and, for that reason, I am always reluctant to give credit, even where credit is due.
Through constant illusions and bitter experiences I have turned cynic and sceptical
Greatness is after all a relative term, and the one I am employing here is, of course,

after my own conception.

NEW ERA DAWNS

A new era has now dawned upon us.  The Pramoj Cabinet has assumed
the reins of Government.  In a statement of his policy to the National Assembly and
in his interview granted to the Press the Prime Minister makes it clear that he will
sweep the Civil Service clean of Party Politics, Already there are instances of politicians
withdrawing from the Civil Service. This is a political triumph for the Premier and a

great concession, tantamount to a sacrifice, on the part of the politicians. Both parties
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are to be heartily congratulated. Of course the Prime Minister’s task has been facilitated
to no small extent by the circumstances now permitting. ~ Although I do recognize him
as our benefactor and acknowledge that his campaign abroad has done much to save
our country from the jaws of death. [ still wish to reserve the term  greatness » for
another occasion. Prime Minister Seni Pramoj has pledged himself to free the Civil
Service from political pests interference. If he fails to fulfill his mission in other
respects, his success in this one promise alone would earn for him the epithet of
“ greatness” : and I for one shall always raise my hat to him, for freedom of the Civil
Service is a first and important step towards genuine democracy, unity and the attain-
ment of nation-hood. Will he deserve that title or not? Let us wait and see, A new

broom sweeps clean, so the saying goes, and one cannot too hastily from a settled

opinion on an unsettled suject.



A VISIT TO SAIGON DURING THE WAR
By P. NETRA
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( REPRODUCED IN ENGLISH BY KIND PERMISSION OF
L’ ECHO DE L’ ASSOMPTION)

The following is an English translation by the author of the
original article written in French some ten yeas ago but was published
only recently in the ° Assumption Echo”, the official organ of the

Assumption College, Bangkok.

By nature I am inclined to be melancholic, and to fight against this malady
I find relicf in travelling abroad from time to time. It is true that this recreation is
very costly, and that all my life I shall never be rich; but what is the use of accumu-
lating wealth, since we cannot take it with us when we die. Besides, the poor as well
as the rich can travel, each according to his taste and his own means. As for me, I
follow the path of the poor to whose rank I rightly belong. For the reason already
g-ated I have formed the habit of travelling nearlv every three years.  Unfortunately
war broke out in the Far East, which Siam could hardly escape. In consequence, I
was kept confined within my country for a longer time than I would have wished, and
I began to become melanchalic.  During the conflict French Indo-China was the only
asylum for me. After ail Saigon is a European town, and with a little imagination one

could fancy oneself begin in Europe before the war,

Thus one beautiful day in July 1944 I set out by train for Battambang
where I arrived at 1 am. the next day.  To cover a distance of only 370 kilometres

it look eighteen hours!  This is one result of the war.  But what was worse still, all
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the inns at Battambang were filled to their utmost capacity, and I had to seck refuge
for the night in a nearby temple. ~ Some people prefered to install themselves in the
tricycles until sunrise.

At Battambang I had to wait nearly one month for my pass-port, as the
permission of the Government-Ceneral of French Indo-China was indispensable. Finally
every thing comes to those who wait, and one fine morning I set out again for Phnom-

- Penh, the capital of Cambodia.

- Battambang and Phnom- Penh are linked by a rail road, but at that time
this railway was reserved for the sole use of the imperial Japanese army. ~ The public
had to avail themselves of the omnibuses driven by charcoal gas.

If my information was not erroneous, it was not a very long time ago when
the Siamese Government proposed to the French Minister at Bangkok the question of

- joining up the two railway systems., If this was an accomplished fact, one could travel
from Bangkok to Phnom-Penh, or vice versa, in twenty four hours. The prospects
looked very bright then, but unfortunately a quarral across between Siam and French
Indo-China and the war in the Far East gave a finishing stroke to this project. ~Now
~that peace has returned to us, ‘it is perhaps time that the two Governments should

revive this project to our mutual advantage. But this is a digression.

Before leaving the frontier my baggage was examined twice by the Customs;
the second time, at Svai Don Kaeo, was the most rigid and the most thorough of my
life, and just fancy, I have cleared the Customs of more than fifteen countries! On
the othsr side of the frontier I was first of all questioned by the Japanese army
authorities as to the motive of my travel in Indo-China.  This was a matter of two
minutes only. My little knowledge of the Japanese language had done mea marvellous
turn. We then made our way to the French Customs.  The amiable Customs official
put me the usual question: * Have you anything to declare?” When I replied in the
negative he cast a glance at my baggage and all was finished. From the Customs we
went to the Office of the Chief Police for the visa of our pass-port. Once this formality

was gone through, we were ready to depart.
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PHNOM - PENH

We entrained at Svai Don Kaeo and arrived at Phnom-Penh towards-six
o'clock in the evening.  This was my second visit to the Cameodian Capital, the first
was in 1932 when I was on my way home from a trip to China. At that time I was
sick and was confined to my room in the Hotel Royal for the most part of my sojourn
in Phnom-Penh. I could hardly make a round of the city. This time I stayed at
the Hotel Moderne, a French hotel, rather small, without board but very.clean and

quite comfortable,

In Phnom-Penh the civilising influence of the French was evident everywhere.
The city is clean, even in the most populous quarters; the mosquitoes are less harmful:
the boulevards and the streets are wide and shady with the numerous cafés extending
to the roadside in the French fashion. In spite of the war the gaiety has nat com-
pletely disappeared. What struck me most is the new big market,  This is pethaps
the most beautiful in South-East Asia, for I have not seen anything of the kind either
in Burma or Malaya.  The new market has becomc the centre of activity of the city.
Phnom-Penh is certainly a beautiful 1own, and in some decades it will become one of

the most beautiful cities of Asia.

If one wishes to introduce this idea of a big market into Siam, and if the
necessary funds are available, the ideal place for its construction is the Big Circle-Wong

Wian Yai at Lhonburi on the right Bank of the Menam.

I was glad to have found my favourite drink at Phnom-Penh, viz, the beer.
It is not a beer in the true sense of the word, but during the war what more can one
expect? A glass (demi) costs only forty cents and a bottle one piastre forty only,
whereas in Siam one bottle costs more than ten ticals, and it is not sold by the glass,
French cooking also is greatly to my taste. Some say: for Erench food is the best and

for Asia, Chinese food, but I say: for me, both of them. At “La Taverne”, in front
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of the General Post Office, I gave myself a treat of well-chosen French dishes. ~ What
I missed most was the white and red wine, In their Place we had the Rhum, the
Marly and a variety of others, all manufactured in Indo-China.  Have not the English

a proverd: Necessity is the mother of invention?

Phnom-Penh has no electric tramways, and the usual means of locomotion
is the cyclo or the Sam Lo as we call it in Siam.  The fare was many times cheaper
than ours. Taking everything into consideration the cost of living in Cambodia at that
time was cheaper than in Siam. Perhaps the new rich-the products of the war-were

not so nuwerous there,

Pboom-Penh, like Bangkok, was full of Japanese soldiers. Many of the
beautiful buildings were taken up for their militaly use, but the Albert Sarraut Museum,
the Central Library, the National Library of Cambodia, were among those which
remained intact. It was there that I spent many hours of interesting study.

I have visited also the Wat Patum Vaday, where the mortal remains of our
Colonel Phya Song Suradej, one time the most celebrated of the 1932 revolutionists,
were cremated. Some time after Field Marshal Pibul Songkram became Prime Minister,
he exiled himself to Phnom-Penh, where he died a disillusioned revolutionist,

It was at Phnom-Penh that I received the news of the fall of the Pibul

Songkram Ministry and of the coming into power of the Abhaiwongse Cabinet.

CHOLON

To vary my route, from Phnom-Pehn I took a steamer lor Cholon, the
Chinese town of French Indo-China, situated near Saigon. The journey took only
twetnty four hours. It was fresh and cool, and one profited much from the breeze
which blew from the Gulf of Siam. This is a voyage across the Mekong Delta. From
the far north to Phnom-Pehn the great river flows in the shape of a long arm, and

from the latter place it divides itself into two and then inro several small branches as
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the separated fingers of a hand, all throwing themselves into the China Sea.  The soil
is fertile and the landscape, covered with coconut trees and other tropical vegetation,
reminded me of my Siam

After having passed though several arroyos we arrived at Cholon towards
five o'clock in the afternoon. Tt was twenty three years ago when I first visited Cholon.
I was young then and full of enthusiasm. In my first travel I took delight in evey-
thing I saw. The town itself appeared to me as a dream. This time age has changed
everything, and Cholon has not aroused in me the wild fancies as in former times.
The town, somewhat enlarged, was noisy as usual but less active on account of the war.

The Cantonese is the prevailing language or Cholon. In fact with a know-

ledge of Cantonese alone one can travel all over Indo-China without difficulty.

SAIGON

From Cholon I went straight to Saigon with the intention of staying at the
Continental Palace Iotel where I stopped in 1932, but I found the charges greatly
increased, and I had to put up at the Hotel des Nations, which was less expensive but
fairly comfortable.

On this occasion of my fourth visit to Saigon I was very sad to find the
town all changed.  The gaeity of the former days was almost gone: the men dressed
themselves in half-sleeve shirts and knicker-bockers; the ladies with their very simple.
attire were less picturesque; the young Annamite girls, dainty in their coloured sild robes,
were not much in evidence, but their cone-shape hats, which serve to spoil many a
beautiful and charming face, were still popular.

The streets and boulevards were blocked up with air-raid shelters. The big
department store Grand Magasin Charner, was closed.  The Hotel Majestic, where I
stayed during my third visit, was turned into Japanesé hotel almost exclusive. ‘A La
Pagoda ”, the fashionable restaurant, where 1 used to enjoy heartily their rilletes, no

longer sold anything except light refreshments, and their French steward had disapeared.
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The Port of Saigon, with some ships lying idle, looked still as a picture in.
a frame.  Dance halls were changed into Japanese dwellings.  Except the cinemas,
amusements of the evening were almost nil. The night was quiet and one retired very
carlp. I cannot help remarking that the French bread, perhaps the most famous in the

world, was so hard as to break one’s teeth, owing to lack of wheat flour.

A French gentleman with long beard, whom I met in Saigon and who has
since become my good f{riend, asked me, when we first met, what was the object of
my travel. When I told him I was a tourist, he raised his hands up to the sky exclai-
ming “ My God! A tourist at this moment | ” His exclamation explains everything.
I realised then that during the war one can find no pleasure anywhere. Yet in Saigon
the cost of living was cheaper than in Bangkok, and one was not awakened from one’s
sweet sleep by the aeroplanes and their deadly missiless.  Nor were the mosquitoes so
terrible as their brethren in Bm'gl-:ok. ' -

The Siamese colony in Saigon was negligible. With the exception of the
Consul -General whom [ met in Paris some fifteen years ago, I knew no other person.
The Consul-General himself could hardly remember me, yet he was good enough to
mvite me to dinner. He has spent the greater part of his life in Europe, particularly
in France, and, as Saimese Consul-General in Saigon, I believe he will be very useful
in furthering the friendly relations between Siam and [ndo-China.

One day while I was taking a walk in the Botanical Gardens, a heavy rain
fell suddenly I took shelter in an Annamese-styled pavilion in front of which there is a
statue of an elephant.  When the rains stopped 1 passed by it.  All of a sudden an
idea occurred to me: as I was so near the statue I should see what sort of 2 monu-
ment it was, Retracing my steps I approached the statue and read the inscriptions.
Imagine my pleasant surprise! The inscriptions realci: “*Presented to. the City of Saigon
‘by His Majesty Prajadhipok, King of Siam.”  That is a monument to commemorate
the visit of our good king in 1930.  Alas! His Majesty had abdicated and died in

England. In his death Siam has lost a good king and France a sincere Friend.



g

After having stayed at the Hotel des Nations for a fortnight I changed to
-a Chinese hotel where my French friend, mentioned above put up during his visit to”
‘Saigon. My friend is an old acquaintance of the proprietor of the hotel. Although
“the new lodging was not very comfortable I was happy to find some one whom I
‘could talk to more or less intimately. Besides, there were also two Chinese from Bang-
-kok who can speak Siamese well.  They introduced themselves to me, and one day I

- invited them to lJunch at Cholon.

That same day towards midnight some one knocked at my door.  Imagine

‘my astonishment when [ opened it! I found myself face with the barrels of two pistols!

‘Two men rushed into my room, closing the door behind them at the same
‘time, At the first thought I took them for robbers, but they did not look fike it. On
second thought I believe, they were secret agents of the Indo-Chinese police. T tried
o speak French with them. They paid no attention, but they spoke Japinese between
themselves. Ah! they are Japanese! As I speak Japanese better than French I was
somewhat reassured. Opening my baggage I told them I had no money, and that I
‘had only my clothing and books. ‘“ Nonsense! We are no burglars. We are Kempei
(military police ) of the Imperial Army. Where are your Friends?” they asked. ““What
friends? I am all alone” 1 said. “Your friends who went to Cholon with you today.”
Ah!'T see! They took me for a Chinese. I assured them that I am not Chinese. I
showed them my passport.  One of them muttered between his teeth.  ““A Siamese!
'That’s strange!” But they believed neither my words nor my passport,  “You make a
.mistake, 8irs,” T protested. “Wait until we arrived at the Head Quarters” they replied
*and you will see if we are mistaken. Quick, where are your Friends?” I told them
“they were somewhere in the hotel but I did not know even their room numbers. One
-of them went ‘out, leaving the other to take care of me. A few minutes later he re-
“turned with one of, his victims, and we were forced to depart I, in my pyjama (Chin-
-nese silk breeches). We were conducted through the back stairs to a motor car which
was ‘waiting. ~ We passed close by an Indo-Chinese policeman wha knew not of what

~was going on. -
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The headquarters of the Kempei were at Cholon.  QOace we arrived there-
they questioned me minutely: what is my name, wy age, my occup;ilion, the object of”
my journey, my school, my university, in whar vear was I graduated, how many -
languages do I speak, how much money have I in my pocket, etc. Fortunately 1 had .
studied the Japanese language for some time in a school in Tokyo, and I was able to
furnish some details of that institution, I could give also the names of certain Japanese -

personages whom I know well in Bangkok. Finally my questioners were satisfied. They

saw that I was not an agent of Chung-King. Their attnude towards me changed .
completely. They become very courteous and offered me some refreshments and .
cigarettes.

While they were questioning me, new victims arrived in their wrn, but
these were examined in another room. I had to wait until this examination was overl-
before they set me free. After having been detained for five hours they conducted me - °
back to my hotel. I lost no time in packing up aud left by the first omnibus for -
Phnom-Penh. My Friend asked me why did I leave, since it was on]y- a misunderstan- -
ding It is true that it was a misunderstanding, but who will guarantee that such a mi-
sunderstanding will not occur again, The Government of Indo-China would not be -

able to protect me. “Prevention is better than cure” is my proverb,

As to my poor Chinese friend T met him in Bangkok a year later. He was .
shut up at Cholon for six months and then was transferred to Bingkok where he was.
confined for another two months before he was set free. He admitted to me that he -

was an agent of Chung-King

The journey from Saigon to Phnom-Penh was not pleasant.  The bus was .
overloaded, and we had three breakdowns en route. Leaving Saigon at 4.30 pm. we
arrived at Phnom-Penh the next morning at about 3 am. The war has prolonged the:

journey from six to eleven hours.
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I noticed that we had only one crossing whereas in 1932 the bus had 1o

cross three tributaries of the Mekong. Let us hope that in the near future Saigon and-

Phnom-Penh will be linked up by a railroad.  One should then be able to travel from

Bangkok to Saigon in thirty hours or perhaps less.

I stopped at Phnom-Penh again for about ten days before leaving for Bang-
kok.

My sojourn in Indo-China was interesting as well as instructive but full of
events which sometime were very unpleasant.  In spite of the Franco-Siamese quarrel
of five years ago, 1 was well treated every where.  They say it is the business of the

Governments and not of individuals.

The Siamese love peace,  They have confidence in the justice of the great
nations, and they will submit themselves to their judgment. I hope thatour differences

can be amicably settled, and that our two nations will become good friends again as of old.

THE END

R P



IS OUR RICE DOOMED?

By “NETRA”
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The subject does not lend itself to interesting writing, nor to pleasant reading;

but when high quarters are labouring under false impression.s, they should be disillusioned

for the common good,

Since the world trade depression of 1930, local newspapers have published

from time to time correspondence from their readers expressing pessimistic views on our

rice trade.

'Ten years ago a prominent Chinese rice-miller told me that when the
Canton-Hapkow railway was completed, China would not require a single grain of rice
from Siam, as the country would be opened up and the Chinese would go in for rice
cultivation on a large scale. ‘That railway was completed, but China was still importing
rice from this country. Of course the Sino-]Japanese war was a good excuse, but that
excuse is now no more. We have vet to wait and see if my friend’s prophesy will

come true.

. CAINA AND SIAM

At almost about the same time a Minister of State, whose business was

closely connected with national economics, gave it as his definite opinion that China

. would require our rice for five years only; after that she would be self-sufficient. In
the first instance the Minister was not far wrong: China has not been importing our

rice since the outbreak of the Greater Fast Asia war.
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Another Minister, this time not ““of State” but ““ Plenipotentiary”, told me
that we were growing too much rice; instead of growing more rice we should raise .
more “Nok Krachab”. He was talking Siamese and was apt to forget that the English
rendering for ‘“Nok Krachab” is rice bird. 1 thought he was legpulling, but he was
really serious.  Perhaps he forgot for a moment that rice bird-as its name implies-lives

on rice, as do most other birds in this country.

HOLDING ITS OWN

if a report in the “* Sri Krung ** is correct, this time it was a Prime Ministet
who said that our rice would not be able to hold its own for long, since foreign
countries would be embarking upon rice cultivation on a grand scale: and that our
farmers should not confine themselves to rice cultivation only, but should take up other
crops as well. He mentioned Kapok and Soya beans as being in much demand abroad.
The Prime Minister’s advice is, of course, quite sound and should be followed with
advantage: it is unhealthy to have all eggs in one basker; but the gloomy picture

painted by him and by other personages calls for some comments,

TWO QUESTIONS

In discussing the subject of rice two primary questions might be asked :

1) Does the world supply of rice exceed the world demand ?

2) Is rice adaptable to all physical and climatic conditions ;

From the layman’s point of view, if the supply of rice exceeded the demand;
one would not have heard time and again that millions of people in China died of
starvation. It is true that many countries produce much more rice than we do, but.
they produce for home .eonsumption and not for export. A real surplus for export is

possible only in a country with a small population and a vast area of rice land.
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WHAT STATISTICS SHOW

Statistics have shown that nearly all the rice of world commerce comes from
the Indo-Chinese Peninsula which comprises Siam, Burma and French Indo-China. The
total annual exportable surplus of these three countries seldom, if ever, exceeds seven
million tons.  Statistics on per capita consumption range from 120 kg. to 280 kg. per
annum. If we take the lowest consumption figure and place the population of Central
and Southern China at 200 millions, we obtain an annual consumption of 24 million
tons. If every Chinese in that part of China could enjoy three scanty meals a day, the
combined export able surplus of the three countries would be absorbed in about four

months,

In Eastern countries experts have observed that two things happen steadily; .
With peace, the population outgrows the rice-producing power, and with wealth and
prosperity, the consumption per capita increases in a manner never anticipated. In

the latter connexion British Malaya is a case in point, so far as Siam rice is concerned.

A LARGE DEMAND

If peace and prosperity reigns in China, we may expect a large demand for
our rice from that country. We may expect a large demand for our rice from that
country. We may hope that China will be industrialised to take the place of Japan.
She will take up agriculture too, where agriculture is more profitable. She may increase
her rice production, but her consumption may be expected to increase at least as
rapidly. Unless, therefore, the Chinese suddenly change their diet; no apprehension

need be entertained at to the futre of our rice trade with China.

Most of the remarks about China may be equally applied to our other

customers : Japan, Indonesia, the Philippines, India etc.
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NO FEAR OF COMPETITION

We need have no fear of competition from Western countries.  Our lower
standard of living is a safeguard against any possible encroachment from that quarter.
Our competitors in such countries will either have to Jower their standard of living or
give up their rice cultivation.

Is rice adaptable to all physical and climatic conditions?  Certain varieties
may be, but the rice of world commerce is not. The latter requires a tropical climate,
a good deal of rainfall, failing which there must be sufficient standing water; and it
thrives better on low-lying lands. The best commercial rice comes from the delta of

the Menam, the Mekong and the [rawaddy river, and the best rice in the world comes

from the Menam delta.
Rice is not cultivable everywhere.  China has a total area of about 4.3

million square miles.  If we take half of this for Central and Southern China, we find
that the area under rice cultivation represents only 3 percent.
Much more light can be thrown on this second question, but space does not

permit.

RICE IS OUR LIFE-BLOOD

Rice is our life-blood and our staple food. Rice cultivation is our greatest
industry and our most important source of wealth. Nature has decreed that Siam and
her two neighbours shail be the rice suppliers of the World, at least for some gencrations
to come. We must live after nature for he who lives after nature will never be poor.
When each country produces what it is best suitable for, and depends on others for

what it cannot produce, in other words, when there is interdependence between nations,

there will be world peace.

I still hold out much hope for our rice industry, and my slogan is ** Increase
your rice production, and take up other crops too, if you can™. My optimism may
not meet with general approval; it may even incur displeasure, but it has so far stood

the test of time.
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