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In general, there is a significant information gap between the executive and the
legislative. The executive definitely has a prominent position relative to the
legislative in terms of access to information. The executive branch is provided
with information from various departments and agencies. The President is
regularly briefed and frequently given special reports by experts. In addition,
the information from local governments flows directly to the central government.
The national assembly, on the other hand, lacks this kind of organization and
social infrastructure in obtaining the needed information. There is definitely an

asymmetry in information between the executive and the legislative bodies.

The central government and the local government, although said to be
independent of each other, exchange information on a regular basis since they are
engaged in so many common projects. In contrast, there are no regular

information exchanges between the central and local legislatures.

The legislature lacks the kind of information collecting mechanism that is at the
hands of the executive. Then how could the legislature collect the needed

information to verify the reliability of information submitted by the executive?

The main source of information for the members of the National Assembly is the
constituents, interest groups, political parties and the committees of the
legislature. Needless to say, the executive presents information to us in

hearings, policy reviews and investigations, and on request. But we need to
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Libraries: Dynamic Engine for the Knowiedge and Information Society

rights of supervision over all socioeconomic activities of the country can be
implemented more fruitfully as well. Nowadays, during the transitional and
reform period of all of the NA’s activities, the Library of the NA will even
play a more important role in the working chain connecting the legislation
agencies of the NA with knowledge and information treasures, providing the
DAs with all information needed for the NA’s activities and at any request
of the DAs.

Since 1998, the Library has run the automatic program of information
reference basing on the establishment of databases. After the e-library came
into operation in 2004, the reference and searching activities in the library
have been totally automatic, forming information-providing activities which
are time-saving, accurate and adequate. Notable examples of those activities
include:

> Monthly Notice of newly-published books: list of all books and
publications, foreign and domestic alike, on state and legal issues etc.
which are accompanied by corresponding content summaries;

> Monthly Press Review: newspapers, magazines etc. generalized and
summarized into press summaries, including e-newspapers;

> E-Newsletter: daily bulletin which is updated from the A Bulletin of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, other newsletters, reference
newsletters, special newsletters etc. of the Vietnam News Agency;,

» E-Library: an effective tool for DAs and other officers in the ONA to
search for information at any time, being updated everyday and with a

great deal of databases in the Intranet;

> Q&A Services: quick and direct answers to questions and information
requests of the DAs during any working session of the NA, or of

researchers.
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