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ABSTRACT

In Thailand, constituencies are determined

according to rules written in the constitution,

related laws and acts, and to some practical

traditions.This task is under the responsibility

of the Interior Ministry. Fundamentally, the
delimitation is based on number of population
and administrative units {(Changwad, Amphoe). It

atched,guestioned

has never been, unfortunately,w
or commenied from public or academic alike since
it has been regarded as an insignificanl bureou-=
cralbic process.

in fact, however, the delimitation of <on-

stituencies has great effects upon an clection
campaigns.
of

election

the

on voters, politicians and

research on mapping

1988
the outlying

This study is a

constituency in the general electieon in

Thailand, taking and frinoe dis-

tricts (Amphoe) of the eastern side cf BRangkok

as case study with the focus on the constituen-

cies No.l? and 13,comprising of Bangkhen,Minburi

and to some extent No.7 BRangkapil.

and Nongchok,

The constituency delimitation has SO far

the sccio-economilc

never taken into account

conditions of the areas distributed into consti-~
appropriate
The

tuencies as to whether they are

geographically and socic-economically.



consideration only in terms of number of popula-

tion and administrative units results - in repre-

sentations of numbers. People under particular

socio-economies, unsurprisingly, have never been

represented properly. OQur case shows sharp

differentiations of population who have to elect
in the same constituency, hoping that their same
elected Member could represent overy noctor  of
population.

Geographical and socio-economic factors of

a constituency also have direct effecls  on I he

clection campaigns since it is o battlde -1 el of
his/her
and apply suitable mrthods

a pclitician, Each has own way to

comprehend the field,

and tactics to win the votes. Any revision of

constituencies therefore causes areat conse-

quences to politicians. 7s a matter of fact cach

politician has worked hard with <certain locals

Lo secure the reelection. A change in electoral

mapping then could mean a shift of his/her areas

The compositions of population under various

socio-economic conditions may be proportiocnally

changed. The proportion of supporters and cam-

paigners in the areas may be affected.

be

Certainly

election campaigns must replanned to the

tactical level.

e e 2

T

The consequences of a revision thus c¢ould

mean a victory or a lose, advantage or disadvan-

tage, or merely inconveniences. Politicians

sometimes struggle with the bureaucracy on this
Most of them fail since revision

to

matter. every

has been done according legal rules and

bureaucratic, regarded as neutral, procodure.
The intentionally of a revision, i.c. gevryman-
deving, is beyond any prove, but this study will

show that a delimitation in different patterns

from what the bureaucrary has done; in the case

it sl Lhat Lhere  was o allernal tve, i

possible, and possibly with different electoral

ocoutcomes
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