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“It is probably safe to say that no monarch in the world is as popular as
King Bhumibol. Or so revered. Or so present. His portrait hangs in virtually every
home and office in the land, a kind of benevolent father watching over his
children. Every night all TV channels run footage of royal family members
attending official functions. Some, such as visits by foreign heads of state, are
clearly significant; others would make little television sense anywhere else. But,
as former premier Anand Panyarachun says, over the years the King has earned
the admiration of his people in a manner that cannot be fully comprehended by
foreigners.” *
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“It would be difficult to imagine such an antidote working in Britain or
other countries where monarchies are under siege, but for more than five
decades, whenever national nerves are jangled , Thais have turned for comfort
and reassurance to their beloved American-born king.

Though little celebrated outside Thailand, Bhumibol, a trim and youthful-
looking man of 70, has been elevated to near - deity status by both rich and poor Thais.”
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WIZUINANAANIANBE NN IWARAAtIAT IFnszs1an udunisnl
fiEAnT National Geographic MiluiAiauRAaIAN W.A. 2525 Daunumuey
NIRRT AU AT NIz 89 SanBanssuTiTineanszeefaag

Nine kings - | am the ninth. Each has a special characteristic. Rama | built
the system of governing, of military security, of culture, et cetera... Rama Il
followed through, and as he got older he emphasized literature and art. He was
himself an artist. Rama Ill set up the administration of the country.

“Rama [V was a philosopher and scientist and brought in modern technology.
He blended modern science with a traditional religious outlook. Rama IV King
Mongkut, of The King and | fame-taught himself English and Latin. He calculated
everything and predicted an eclipse that he went to see. He set up modern
Thailand, but it was during the reign of his son Rama V, King Chulalongkorn, that
It blossomed.

“King Chulalongkorn set up all the ministries and railroads and systems of
education.

“King Rama VI continued with more emphasis on foreign relations. He,
too, was an artist. The seventh reign was unfortunate, because there was an
international depression. Rama VII was in a difficult position, the treasury was
nearly drained. He set up democracy, but the ones who wanted the democracy
cut him short. He would have set up a real democracy in a few years instead of
the government that was not well devised, not well studied. We still have the
effect of it.

“The eighth reign, my brother, had no time to do so many things - during
and after World War II, a difficult time. But he set up, perhaps without knowing,

the new kingship. The people had somebody to look on as a symbol. When he
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died he was 20, a young man with a good future. A new thing, because in the
past kings were perhaps more sheltered. He was like raising a flag. But he also
was cut short,

“So | came, when | was 18 years old. Now 36 years ago, quite a long
time... The palace was crumbling down. It was just after the war, and nobody had
taken care of things. | had to reconstruct. | don’t demolish. | put things together
piece by piece. Slowly. For 36 years. So this reign is perhaps characterized with
going step by step. Evolution. Looking at the good things of the past. Traditions
perpetuated and transformed. That is the lesson. We take old traditions and
reconstruct them to be used in the present time and in the future.” =

Fufiassluwa. 2525 s werumanianszdnagialdnsiilana
LARINTZ IR AL TR ZaaA T URBNIATUAN T AnanetTy Tulias
unumaeanItunRatilaqy

* It is very difficult to describe the role of the king, because each situation
is different. But the basic role of our constitutional monarch is to be the head of
state. In fact, it is like a figurehead. But we must have a figurehead like we have
a country. We must have a name of the country. Even the communist countries
have names for their countries, and they also have their leaders. A leader is like a
symbol, whether he happens to have power or not. So a constitutional monarch
is first a symbol of the country and if that constitutional monarch is successful he
must become a living symbol of the country. He must change with the country
but, at the same time, he must keep the spint of the country. It’s like being a
representative of our embodiment, or the soul of the country. That means that all
the people who compose a country have different characters, but the common

character of a people must be embodied by the king...” s
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aRALLIAT, NETTAR uardrzdRmians nsuAatng, AuWATan 2,
(NIUNNH, 2530).

T weie. O nahad Foudos wiendngivada fana nesula,
“WITLNANAANTZAENINA NS INeAELNN UnT 17, B9sulaNs 1 TRTEna 1Y
NFINHLIN UATNTTUIMMANLAINTZADNINANINGIRLN, NITLINAHIGA
weztsiunsnuniinaanaary neawseninnlysandns THdnAuw,
(2537). |

® wwanszsaasieniunisnasasssuaulszansulae, wezuan
ANLAANTHARYNINUSFANN, JANT (0.7, 2535-2539), (2539), Ut 42.

" faudn, wiin 44,

? Fauda, wiin 51,

7 §19UAn, Wi 58 - 60.

” Denis D. Gray and Bart Mcdowell, “Thailand’s Working Royalty”,
National Geographic, October, 1982, The King of Thailand in World
Focus, The Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand, (Bangkok, 1988}, Page 131.
“ “Give More, Take less”, Leaders Magazine, April-June, 1982,
The King of Thailand in World Focus, The Foreign Correspondents Club of
Thailand, (Bangkok, 1988), Page 135.
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“For Your Majesty’s noble devotion to the well - being and happiness of all
people in Thailand , particularly those who till the soil, tend the waters and nurture
the forests;....

For Your Majesty’s noble vision of a world without hunger and for ensur-
ing food and nutrition for all people in Thailand;“15
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