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Larger than Life

“There were once two bears who lived in a wood,
One was bad and the other was good.
Good Bear learnt his twice times two,
But Bad Bear’s knicketty’s were torn right through.”
A.AMilne from When We Were Very Young

Through much of my childhood, we were identified, my big sister Niddy and I, as
Good Bear and Bad Bear. 1t was Poa, an outsider in his own world, who rescued Bad Bear
and helped her join the human race. This is how he did it.

I had been my grandmother’s favourite grandchild, given preferential treatment over
my sisters, accorded special privileges. While they slept in a communal mosquito net on the
landing, I slept in Khun Yai’s bedroom in her bed. When our parents in England called for
two daughters to join them, rather than taking the two eldest, Khun Yai took me, the third
child, along with Niddy, the eldest, because she wanted me to have an English education. a
clear case of favouritism. And as favourites often are, I was Spoiled.

My doting grandmother returned to Thailand, and I could no longer have all things my
way. [ was defiant and disobedient. Heads were shaken. Grave predictions were made about
my future. I was ignored and avoided.

I avoided them in turn. They were no fun anyway. They talked of events long past(at
least 5 years past !) and of unknown people who had done incomprehensible things like staging
revolutions. I took to hiding in my room or sneaking into the woods. [ made “books” about the
things I had seen there and lots more things I hadn’f seen. | read about the artistic temperament
and convinced myself 1 was justified in concentrating on “creating” rather than sitting neatly
pap-piep with the grownups. | was rarely available to fetch what they wanted; to run errands
for them; to do their bidding.

So I was Bad Bear, anti-social, secretive, uncooperative. 1 became nervous and uncertain.
1 yearned for approval but felt it was unattainable, I was so undeserving.

Up to the age of six, I had very bad teeth. I had eaten too many sweets and they had
rotted into spindly black knobs. They had to come out and after every visit to the dentist I was
given a little animal: bears two inches high, a small white monkey. a tiny koala, a couple of
pandas. I built a village for them at the bottom of the garden, houses of hazel twigs and clay,
with roofs of moss. Just after my seventh birthday, Poa found the little houses.

“But this is wonderful!” he said. “How did you think of all this, Ai Foo? Tt's quite
extraordinary! So very, very clever!” And he hurried off to tell my mother.

From then on, I had a staunch ally. And not only an ally - an enthusiastic audience,
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my private claque that gave generous, uncritical, approval of everything 1 wrote or drew or
painted. Better than that, 1 was loved, generously, uncritically.

So for the rest of my childhood, there he was, warm, reassuring and colourful, a huge
Dickensian figure, larger than life, filling my world with unconditional, all-enveloping love.

[ left my room and joined Good Bear in running errands.

But he didn't just applaud my efforts. He joined them. He looked at my paintings.
“Where did she get this from ?” he said. He took up painting himself and filled the house
with canvas after canvas, portraits, landscapes, still life studies. A room divider became a
tropical rainstorm, the goddess of lightning on one side, the god of thunder on the other. We
marvelled at the drama of it all.

The colour he brought into our lives, though, wasn’t confined to his paintings. Our
everyday clothes, Niddy's and mine, were simple and hard-wearing — tough shorts and aertex
shirts. We had sensible shoes, flat, stumpy brown lace-ups, well-suited to scuffling around
muddy country lanes. But we longed for pretty frocks with puffed sleeves and wide skirts.
We yearned after skimpy red shoes.

One day he piled us into the car. “Wc're going to buy some special clothes!” he said,
and drove to Harrods. There he hurried us into the girls’ party frock section where we looked at
white dresses with blue satin sashes; smocked dresses in primrose yellow; dresses with frills
and layers of petticoats; a gorgeous crepe de chine embroidered with pink rose buds. At the end
of the rack, though, were the most stunning dresses of all - two startling creations in crisp taffeta,
striped in scarlet and crimson, deep forest green and violet with scarlet piping on puffed sleeves
and hem. The skirts were extravagantly full, wide enough to satisfy any fairy tale princess. And
then he bought us little red shoes to go with them. He was scolded roundly when we got home,
for spending so wildly on things we would use so seldom and grow out of so soon. We did
sadly grow out of them within a year but rarely was money so well spent. He hadn't Just
bought us clothing. He had bought us an adventure, the stuff that dreams are made of.

He took us on other adventures. When I was nine, he looked at us, considering.

“I think you’re ready for oysters!” he said. Once more we were whisked into London,
this time to Pruniers. The occasion was a success until we were told that the oysters were still
alive. I dropped my fork with a clatter.

The same thing happened with pate de foie gras when we learned how the poor geese
had been treated, but truffles [ loved and my popularity soared when I introduced wild
mushrooms into our wartime meals — shaggy ink caps, puff balls, ceps and fairy ring toadstools.
“More of that sponge mushroom, Ai Foo!” Poa would demand and I'd go searching the pine
woods for Sparassis crispa that went so well in fried rice. [t was astonishing, when you come

to think of it. How many parents would trust an eight year old to feed them fungus from the
woods 7 But they did.
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Born as a privileged person, he felt it an urgent duty to help others in need. He believed
in Noblesse Oblige and it became a central part of all his daughters’ creeds. Back in Thailand, in
an age when the welfare of one’s workers was little thought of, he cared for the all the families of
Suan Sema, building them houses, providing them with medical care, educating their children.

But just as the love he gave out and the enthusiasms he had were all larger than life, so
was everything else about him - his ideas and his plans, his appetite, his anger, his spending.
Like Dickens’ Mr Micawber, when he had 1 pound, rather than spend 19s. 6d., he would spend
1 pound 6d. - and so, like Micawber, he came to ruin. He was, in terms of Thai society, seen
as a Bad Bear. Good Bears in our society conform, are soft-spoken, controlled and
unassuming. They do not challenge peoples’ beliefs and certainly do not do so hotly and
loudly. And so in the eyes of the world and himself, he died a failure.

But for one small child, he was a fund of enthusiasm and appreciation, an introducer
to exotic experiences, a fulfiller of dreams. He filled her childhood with love and adventure,
with sunlight and starlight. He showed her, by example, responsibility to those less privileged.

How can anyone who has done all that be called anything but a magnificent success ?

wiiu (16W)
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[written for the British Ministry of Information at the end of 1941 or January 1942]
The Development of Siamese Politics.

To understand fully the present political situation in Siam with a view to appreciate
correctly the future events, so as not to make any unnecessary mistake, in case we are
called upon to make a decision conceming the conduct of affairs: it is essential that certain
historical facts and circumstances leading to the belief, fancy and thoughts which gave birth
to the situation in politics of to-day, should be studied. Mistakes have been made in other
couniries, resuiting in chaotic disunity and unnecessary rivalry between one party and
another in the same country fighting towards the same objective. Prejudices, arising from
the names of the different parties or factions inside the country, such as the communiss,
the Royalist, etc., often blind us to the real nature, weakness and strength of those parties

and to what they really stand for.

The beginning of the development of Modern Siam started in the Reign of King
Mongkut in 1851.

Under this King, relations with Foreign countries were definitely regulated by
treaties; commerce was allowed to develop under modern conditions; a start was made in
bringing the administration into accord with the needs of the time; and his sons were given
the chance to study modern thoughts, art and science of the West through the able tutorship
of European Professors.

It was after the death of King Mongkut and during the record reign of King
Chulalongkorn that the greatest development took place. In every department of the
administration the old feudal system was gradually done away with, and a new organisation
developed on sound lines. During this period young princes and sons of the officials were
sent to be educated abroad in England, France and others.

In 1893, Siam came up against the French Colonial expansion, resulting in a
collision between the French and the Siamese forces. It was the biggest crisis of the
period. And when King Chulalongkorn was able to deal with it sucessfully without losing
the independence of the country, he was acclaimed and respected as the greatest of the
land. His prestige and respected as the greatest of the land. His prestige and reputation
were firmly established so much so that the country was united behind him as if they were
one man.

The King was fair-minded. It was recognised that princes and officials who
obtained high positions in his government got there purely through their own ability and

merit. Owing to the unlimited love and respect bestowed on the king, and the unselfish
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devotion of the princes to the duty of the states, the old feudal spirit revived, and most

officials and their families attached themselves to the ditferent princes who were the head

of their respective Ministries. As a result, towards the end of King Chulalongkom’s reign,

the country was divided into four major parties, namely:-

In

In

The Crown Prince’s (King Vajiravudh) party.

Prince Pitsanulok’s party consisting of the majority of the Army officers.
Prince Rajaburi’s party consisting of the officials of the Ministry of Justice and
those officials of the other Ministries who had been through the law school and
also those gentry and professional class who had been through the law school.

Prince Nakornswan’s party consisting of the officers of the Royal Navy.
the Siam of that period, the people were divided into three classes namely:-

The peasants, who were mostly small land owers. They had no interests other
than those concerning their land and family. When King Chulalongkorn
eventually abolished Debt slavery and the worst defects of the judicial system
were remedied, their major grievances were done away with. The new system
of administration brought with it the change in the attitude of officials toward
the peasants from the method of the Government by gentleman to that of the
Government by crooks in which the officials, who in the old days had been
regarded that they could do no wrong, were made to submit under strict
discipline and their practice of bribery and corruption was curbed to a certain
extent and subjected to punishment if complained of by the people.

The scholars and professional class. This consisted of the members of the
families of the hope-to-be officials of those officials who had retired, or of the
followers of the different princes who came to the city in the hope of securing
an official post in the Government service. The professional class was few in

numbers.

The nobility and the officials, whese families had been for ages in the business

of states.

Siam there never has been a middle class. One is either an official or a

peasant. The professional class are every few in number and are mostly connected with

some Chinese family through birth or marriage.

The education of that period was in the hands of the Priests. There were few

schools  which were not under the influence of the priests of different monastries. Such being
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the case, Buddhism, besides being the religion of the country, was the mainstay of high
culture.

If a state is to be judged a good one, on a basis that it gives the greatest happiness to
the greatest number of the people who know the value of truth, beauty and goodness, then Siam
during that time was near being such a state. There was contentment among the peasants while
the nobility and princes were united in their effort to build up Siam. Their love of truth, beauty
and goodness was strong. They believed in their Buddhist doctrine which taught them to
maintain self descipline, the cultivation of wisdom to understand nature which gives birth to
truth, beauty and unseiflshness and to believe that the only way to obtain goodness for oneself
is by doing good turns for others.

The result of this culture can still be found today among the peasants who have not had
the misfortune to attend the new Government schools which tried to adopt the Western culture
en-bloc without having fully understood it and discarded the old culture of the country almost
entirely without any attempt to adapt it to suit the science and culture of the West. This
foolishness proves today to be one of the main causes of irouble, disunity and dishonour of the
country.

The main reason which made this misfortune descend on the land was mainly due to the
feverish desire of all the Siamese to obtain full independence. Extra-territoriality imposed on
Siam by the great Powers, was the source of the greatest danger. Because of it the Asiatic
subject of the Great European Powers, were able to exploit the Siamese in every field of
venture, without the least fairness to the Siamese. Such being the case, it was decided by King
Chulalongkorn that the first and foremost policy of the country was to win a complete
independence for the country. Many unsuitable laws and customs had to be introduced into the
country because the Great Powers demanded them in exchange for the abolition of their
extra-territorial rights. For thirty years during which the work to modernise Siam was carried
on, this policy of trying to win full independence stood above all.

The necessity of this policy stamped itself so hard on the minds of all the kings, princes
and officials responsible for the country’s advancement that many things of importance, such as
the standard and the real requirement of education for the people in the country, were sacrificed.
Everything was done to impress the Foreign Governments, so much so that many structures

were made of clay and tumbled down sadly to the distress of all concerned.

The Birth of the desire for Democracy.

Prince Rajaburi who led one party as stated in the former paragraph, in the course
of his law lectures, brought into the curriculum Western Political Philosophy. A number of

officials in the Ministry of Justice had also studied History and Law abroad.
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Teaching law and political philosophy to the people in the Far East gives one
unfortunate result, that is, the majority of the students become intoxicated with self-
importance through the knowledge that they are able to use words as their slaves, and as a
result they love to argue on anything, purely and simply for the sake of argument, without
taking into consideration that they sometimes spread harm among the populace who have not
enough knowledge on the subject to preserve their sense of balance. Lawyers, having an air of
cleverness, as described above, excited the admiration of youth and officials alike, with the
result that the law school was the most popular in the country. It attracted even the serving
officers of the armed forces.

Such being the case there were more lawyers than were required. There were lawyers
or rather those who had been through the law school of Prince Rajaburi everywhere. There
were soldier lawyers and naval lawyers without any business in the Provoest Marshal’s
Department. Most of the District officers and Governors of Provincial towns were lawyers.
In fact they were everywhere. It was at one time a recognised standard of requirement
to enter the Government service.

[However, initially,] In spite of the fact that a new horizon, which was a democratic
doctrine of Government, had been opened to them, everybody was still happy and contented.
Therefore there was no trouble.

The first sign of discontent came towards the close of King Chulalongkorn’s reign.
Everybody was realising that their old King would disappear one day and be replaced by his
son, the Crown Prince, who was alleged to be fond of favouritism and partiality, and
stubbornly unfair, secing only the side of the question of his favoured courtiers, ignoring
any other views. Such an allegation gave rise to anxiety among a few circles.

This allegation was based on an incident arising from a brawl in a public bar
between an army officer and a courtier in the inner circle of the Crown Prince’s entourage.
The Army officer was punished whereas the courtier, who was equaily to blame, got away
scotfree. The officers in the Army resented this act so much, that the men of a Cavalry
Regiment to which that officer belonged marched in a body with drawn swords to attack
many police stations in Bangkok in retaliation to the unfaimess of the police in manufacturing
evidence against their officer. Serious riot was only averted when the Prince of Pitsanulok,
the soldiers’ idol, got to the scene and pleaded with the soldiers and marched them back to
Barracks. (Later, at the beginning of the Crown Prince's reign as a King, the soldier
lawyers incited a number of officers in the Army to revolt against that King in favour of the
King's brother who was their idol).

There was another important incident, which occurred to create discontent among the
high officials of the Ministry of Justice. There was a family controversy between King

Chulalongkom and his son, Prince Rajaburi. The Prince tock the King's admonition to beart
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and sent in his resignation as the Minister of Justice. Thereupon the high officials of the
Ministry rose to support their Prince who was actually in the wrong, by threatening King
Chulalongkorn that they would resign if the King accepted their Prince’s resignation. It was the
first sign of revolt against King Chulalongkorn’s authority. He was strong and accepted the
Prince’s resignation and dismissed the official who headed the other officials in their threat to
resign, and declared to the rest of them that he would accept their resignations if they were
still adamant. The officials withdrew their papers, and the incident was considered closed.

The officials, who had been given a new way of thinking by Prince of Rajaburi,
began to entertain the thought of setting up a democratic Government, supplanting the
Absolute Monarchy by a Constitutional Monarchy with Prince of Rajaburi as the first
Constitutional King. In spite of the fact that during the reign of King Chulalongkorn who
was an absolute King, there was no regimentation of any kind, neither was there any coercion
which forced the will of the people against their accepted faith or the way of life, and that
the greater part of the people including the majority of the officials were quite happy and
contented, the birth of a fear of a very small minority in the family of the Nation that their
livelihood might be easily endangered through the will of an absolute King, even if that King
did not commit any form of injustice against them. Their fear worked the rest against any
other reasons which were in favour of the Absolute Monarchy. From that personal fear, it
became a principle which they thought they should fight for. The Crown Prince’s alleged
partisanship aggravated their fear and inked their sympathy with that of the few Army officers

who entertained personal grudges against the Crown Prince.

The first open revolution.

After the death of King Chulalongkorn, who was mourned in all sincerity by all the
factions and parties in the country, the Crown Prince became King.

King Vajiravudh realised that there were oppositions against him, especially in the
Army. As soon as he had become King, he enlarged his circle of courtiers and created a
private Army, recruited from among the men who served in the various departments of the
Ministry of Royal Household, and officered by his trusted courtiers.

This private Army was later opened to other civil servants whose sympathy was thus
won over to the King. The fear of an absolute King abated perceptibly and a new thought was
born, that an Absolute Regime was very favourable, provided that one belonged to the favourite
circle of that absolute King. (This idea later became a principle in the present day politics,
favoured by ambitious adventurers who desire a short cut to success, which later brought the
country to the edge of the abyss of chaotic thoughts on politics). The Boy Scout Corps was

also formed. Thus he was able to bring a large number of the officials and their families into
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his circle.

In spite of the fact that this private Army had embraced a wide circle of people, the
Regular Armed Forces and a certain small minority of civil officials of progressive ideas were
not satisfied. The Army especially entertained a great deal of envy and resentment against the
King for the creation of this private Army. They all accused their King of partisanship and
favouritism.

In China, Sun Yat Sen had declared that country a Republic. This event excited the
imagination of the discontented soldier-lawyers in the Army, and they incited some officers
stationed in the Capital to plot against the King in order to set up a Constitutional Monarchy
with his brother, the Prince of Pitsanulok, as the King. This plot, though inspired by the
Constitutionalists of the Ministry of Justice, was confined solely to the Army, who felt the
grievances very acutely. The other civil officials did not join in because they thought that the
time for democracy in Siam was not yet ripe, since the people had not had enough political
education to understand and appreciate their rights and responsibility as democrats. The plot
was, however, discovered, and the revolt or attempted revolt of 1911 was gently suppressed
without a drop of blood being shed. Only the three ringlenders were given terms of
imprisonment for life.

After the failure of the attempted revolution, the King showed even greater favour
towards his private Army of courtiers and their followers. The Guards Corps of this private
Army was created, composed entirely of men serving in the ministry of the Royal Household,
which became enlarged out of all proportion. This Guards Corps was so favoured that the
rest of this private Army became neglected and finally estranged. Owing to the rapid promotion
of the King's favourites into high honoured positions, jealousy spread far and wide among the
civil officials. Soon, the situation became so aggravated that the elite of the Siamese were
divided clearly into two parties.

On the one side there were the King and his courtiers and some civil officials who
enjoyed the King's favour, and on the other there were the Regular Armed Forces and the
greater part of the civil officials of the Ministry of Justice and lawyers.

It was amazing enough that the rest of the Royal family were not included among
the favoured circle of the King. They were in fact counted by the officials and officers to be
on their side. The Princes also entertained dissatisfaction of the King’s behaviour. The
Princes, to whom the various officials attached themselves in a feudalistic manner at the end of
King Chulalongkom’s reign, became very popular and enjoyed the highest prestige. They
became havens of succour for the disgruntled officials and officers of the Armed forces.
giving them hope of better days to come, when all these hateful favourites of the King would
be done away with. It was due to the balancing inﬂuencek of these Princes that unrest was

averted. The King was not actually hated by them, whereas the King’s favourites were
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openly hated.

There was another cause which helped greatly to avert disaster. That was the prosperity
of the country during King Vajiravudh’s reign. The King was able to expand his
administration annually and a great many opportunitics were opened to the officials: Thus,
financially, the officials gained far more than ever before, and rapid promotions in their ranks
were made possible to the satisfaction of many. The thought of revolution was definitely
shelved for the time being.

King Vajiravudh started Nationalism in Siam through the medium of his Boy Scout
movement and his Private Army. Siam up till then was a country in favour of a widespread
internationalism, and pursued the policy of Internationalism accordingly. It was the most natural
thing for a Siamese to be an Internationalist, because their Buddhistic culture made them
understand nothing else. The King had many excellent ideas, but the execution of his ideas was
not entirely free from his personal prejudice born of his distrust of the Army and a certain class

of his people. His ideas were not thus developed in a healthy and well-proportioned atmosphere.

In the field of education, the desire to obtain an equality and a recognition of foreign
educational establishments so as to influence their Governments to give Siam full independence
brought about revolutionary changes in the educational system, whereby the influence of the
priests in educational matters was done away with and western culture was drafted into the
system so fast that hardly anybody was able to digest it properly.

As a result, a generation of youths who are to-day ruling the country are hovering in
the realm in which they neither know one culture nor the other. All their knowledge becomes
purely superficial in the extreme sense and their sense of proportion is entirely lost. These are
therefore the kind of people who are voicing the public opinton in the country during the last
five or six years. They are given to blind imitation of what the European newspapers have
mentioned, without having understood fully what it was all about. They have become easy prey
to unscrupulous political adventurers who are in control of the country’s destination to-day.

It is, however, fortunate that the class of officials who have preserved their culture
more or less intact among their families, and the majority of peasants of the old type are still as
they have been in the past and are taking a little better interest in the affairs of their country, as

will be seen later in the election of their representatives to sit in the national assembly.

Towards the close of King Vajiravudh'’s reign, the prosperity of the country was deterior
ating. The economic crisis began to hit Siam. It was found that it was impossible to expand the
administration any more. In fact, a cut in the budget seemed advisable. Once there was no

expansion, the outlets for the ever-increasing numbers of officials became closed, and the
inevitable discontent crept back.
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The King could give no more, so his faults were reviewed by all. His prejudice and
partisanship gave rise to an idea that the truest state of political happiness was to become a
person in a favoured class or circle of a ruling despot. People, especially in the Army, were
dreaming of the day when their Prince, who was then an army officer, would become King.
Automatically, they thought, they would become the favoured circle supplanting that of the
courtiers of King Vajiravudh.

During this period, the officials and their families, who had no Prince next in the line
of succession to the throne, thought of other ideas. The officials in the Ministry of Justice and
of the Interior were very much in this category. They had no hope of attaining that goal of
happiness, having had no such Prince in their midst. They began to think of a Constitutional
Monarchy seriously for the second time. They wanted to have ali forms of favoured
partisanship done away with and a fairness to all brought within reach of everybody.

Luang Pradit was a young Jaw student living in such an atmosphere, and when he
eventually won his scholarship to study abroad, he left the country with this idea to inspire
him in his search for knowledge. There were also a few others who considered seriously that
some form of constitution for the country was desirable. The majority of thinkers of the time,
however, came to the conclusion that the Siamese public was not mature enough to understand
the obligation of democrats towards their state, especially as it was realised in a regrettable
manner that the educational system practised at the time was inclined to turn out the students
into a society of half-baked educated youths, and that it would be sheer folly to start that form
of Government. Such thinkers have been and still are to-day the main hope of the country’s
survival.

During the sixteen years of King Vajiravudh’s reign, the people (other than those
officials and their camp followers) were in the main contented and happy. Their lot was
improved in many ways, which enabled them to enjoy their life and prosperity far better
than they had experienced in their life. It will be seen that politics in Siam have never been
the concern of the people, beyond the fact that they worshipped their King almost as the
representative of their God. Their loyalty towards the King was beyond question. The King
15 part of their faith which they profess, and they had never questioned his authority except
when he had been known to have harmed the religion or to have committed unfair cruelty and
become a real tyrant. The Kings in Siam, in spite of the fact that they were despots, had
always shown the most paternal attitude towards their people and treated them as freemen. Such
being the case, the tie between the King and the people had always been very strong. This
attitude of the people towards the officials had never been as cordial as that towards the

King. And yet, in spite of this very well-known and acknowledged fact, later a revolution
was staged in their name against the King.
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King Prajadhipok’s Reign.

Before King Prajadhipok ¢ame to the throne, he had been an officer in the Army.
His brother, Prince of Pitsanulok, had died during the last period of King Vajiravudh’s reign,
and the Army automatically had transferred their favour over to him. Having been in close
contact with the officers, he had noted everything that had gone on in the opposite camp, and
he therefore was determined that no mistakes which his brother, King Vajiravudh, had
made, should recur. He recognised also that the Princes were highly popular and that there
was a yearning in a certain quarter for a form of Constitution. He had seen those happy times
of King Chulalongkom’s days when no question of favouritism and partisanship had ever been
mentioned.

Such being the case, his policy was quite clear, that the fear of the King’s attachment
to partisanship should be done away with, and that fellowship in hope and work of King
Chulalongkorn’s days should be introduced again. It should be noted again that during King
Vajiravudh’s reign the Princes and the officials did [not?] enjoy followship in hope and work
for one another. In order to realise this followship again, a policy had to be set to work in
accordance with the hope and the ultimate requirement of the officials.

To introduce a complete form of democratic Government at the time was quite
impossible, as it was generally recognised that the people were not ready for it. The King
thereupon set a policy that the country should be given political education by gradualty
ntroducing democratic principles into the work of the Government. This gradual process in

political education and measures brought out to right the wrongs of the past were set down as
follows: -

t. The creation of the Supreme Council of State of at least five members, to advise
the King on the affairs of State. This meant that the King’s absolutism was merely in theory,
since the council now shared his power, and that no question of the King’s personal whim
or partisanship could arise to interfere with the State affairs. Therefore in all matters of
legislation which had been proposed by the Cabinet, the decision now was in the hand of the
Supreme Council, which would advise the King, who had a right to veto it. This was to be

the practice of the day, although in theory the King was still absolute in his power.

2. The Legislative Council which had been created by King Chulalongkorn since
1895, and which had seldom met, because the time had not been ripe for such a development,
was brought out again and made to deliberate and express opinion on any matter which the
King might be pleased to send to them for consideration. Thus, the members would be given

practice in legislation and to understand the rights and obligations and functions of a
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democratic institute under the King's own supervision. Eventually this Legislative Council
would become the National Assembly having the sole power of legislation when the time would

be ripe.

3. A commission was set up to determine the best method of teaching the people to
run their own villages and towns, with a view to local governments being set up later and run
by the people in preparation for the final stage of giving them the reins of the government of
their country in their own hand, when the country would become a Constitutional Monarchy in

fact and theory with the people really understanding their rights and obligations.

4. A civil service conmission was set up to deal with the question of appointment of

civil officials. Thus it would eliminate all the complaints about favouritism.

This policy was met with an all round approval, with the possible exception of King
Vajiravudh’s courtiers who found no place in the new scheme. The Army was pleased to see
their Prince on the throne. Although the officers did not actually supplant the courtiers, the
King chose his pages of honour from among the cadets of the Royal Military College, instead
of the former practice of choosing them from the sons of the courtiers. In addition the King
spent many early mornings as often as possible as if he were still an officer in the Army.
inspecting the troops at drill and at their various training.

Five senior Princes who had enjoyed tremendous popularity during the last two reigns
and to whom the majority of the officials had attached themselves and had recognised that they
had done really great work for the State, were appointed the First Supreme Councillors of
State. Everybody approved of these appointments, knowing and acknowledging that these
Princes were fully well qualified for the appointments. All of them were senior to them in age
and service, and they had been the main assistance to King Chulalongkorn in the process of
modernising Siam. Later in the reign it was against these Princes that the revolution was
brought about, which goes to show how fickle human masses are. Popularity is very transient
and can never be relied upon. The popularity of these Princes, who had large followers, who
have become the so-called Royalists of to-day, vanished almost overnight, as soon as the
question of self-security of the mass had been slightly shaken.

Meanwhile the economic crisis which was hitting the world after the Great War, was
making itself felt in Siam. Expansion had been impossible at the end of King Vajiravudh’s
reign, it was all the more so when King Prajadhipok came to the throne. As it has been seen,
many of King Vajiravudh’s expansion schemes were not really necessary, but they were more
measures to appease the officials. It was clearly seen that a rétrenchment was almost inevitable.

All non-essentials had to be axed, and the first to suffer the axe was the Ministry of the
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Royal Houschold, which was an Army in itself during the last reign. Almost three quarters of
the courtiers were retired on pension. The retirement of these courtiers was approved by the
majority of officials, and it looked.as if the King's action was correct in theory. In practice,
however, these courtiers were relatives and friends of the other civil officials. In spite of the
fact that they were retired on pension, the men of this official class, once they became officials,
would not think of doing anything else but to persevere to get official positions again, and when
they could find no outlet in any other official capacity, since no expansion was possible, they
attached themselves to their relatives who were still working for the State and brought burdens
and worries to them. In addition, they considered retirement on pension almost amounted to
dismissal from service, which was considered dishonourable.

Thus with many rosy promises of fellowship in hope and work which the new King
was able to bring about, specks of dark cloud also gathered on the horizon. With the appointment
of the five Princes as Supreme Councillors, a cry was raised by these retired courtiers and
their circle that “the courtiers have fallen from the King’s favour and the Princes have taken
that coveted position”.

It has been explained in former paragraphs how a principle of political happiness that
the supreme happiness is to be a member of the despot’s favoured circle, was born in the reign

of King Vajiravudh.  This principle impressed itself deeply in the mind of the official class.

And although they had agreed to the new King’s policy, this slogan created doubt in their mind,
the doubt which was later to develop into belief.

In the Army, the officers who had thought that they would eventually become top-
dogs, were beginning to entertain the feeling of disappointment. Many homes were not totally
happy, and when that happened, a political crisis would soon be inevitable.

The ancient people had said that “Those Who desired to order their national life

would first regulate their home life; those who desired to regulate their home life, would first

cultivate their personal lives; those who desired to cultivate their personal lives would first set

their hearts right, those who desired to set their hearts right, would first make their wills

sincere; those who desired to make their wills sincere would first arrive at understanding;

understanding comes from the exploration of knowledge of things. When the knowledge of

things is gained, then understanding is reached; and when the understanding is reached, then

the will is sincere; when the will is sincere, then the heart is set right; when the heart is set

right, then the personal life is cultivated; and so it works in the same order up till when the

home life is regulated, then the National life is in order. From a King down to the common

man, the cultivation of the personal life is the foundation for all. 1t is impossible that when

the foundation is disorderly, the super-structure can be orderly. There has never been a tree

whose trunk is slender and whose top branches are heavy and strong. There is a cause and a

sequence In things and a beginning and end in human affairs. To know the order of precedence
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is to have the beginning of wisdom”.

The troubles in the political life of the Siamese Nation from then on till to-day were
mainly due to the neglect of this simple precedence. The rulers did not in the majority of cases
trouble to understand things which were the root of the cause. Being in power and enjoying the
popularity and prestige, they either dismissed such an unpleasant knowledge as not being worthy
of importance; or, as it is being used to-day, the rulers used force or threat to bury such
discontent under the surface, as it is practised to-day in Siam under the present regime. Such
methods to suppress discontent are, however, useless, since, once being buried under the
surface, its roots grow even stronger and when the time comes, it would emerge from the
depth into the open in a far more formidable shape,

The first crisis of King Prajadhipok’s reign came when the senior Prince in the Supreme
Council of State died. The manner of filling up the vacancy was closely watched by all classes.
It was to be a test of the King’s sincerity as regards his pronounced policy. The King himself
had seen the spread of a propaganda that the Princes were now in favour, and wanted to fill up