























9. The Department of Military Operations, responsible for the operations of

the Military and Naval Departments.

10. The Ministry of Public Instruction, responsible for the country’s monks,

and in charge of the schools and hospitals of the state.

11. The Ministry of Public Works, responsible for the construction of roads,

canals, and general communications, including post, telegraph, and railway transport.
12. The Ministry of the Privy Seal, responsible for the royal seal, and for

court regulations and official documents.

Since the time of King Rama V, the organisation of ministries and departments have

changed continuously according to the requirements of the times.

On 9 December 1933, the Act on the Organisation of Ministries, Thabuang and
Departments B.E. 2476 (1933) was enacted, and the Prime Minister’s Office was established.
The Prime Minister’s Office was set up to enable the Prime Minister and Cabinet to exercise

executive power on the King’ s behalf.

The Three Powers (legislative power, executive power and judicial power) are the
people’s powers vested in the King, who is the Head of State. However, the King does not use
these powers personally, but exercises executive power through the Cabinet, legislative power
through the Parliament, and judicial power through the Courts.

The organisation of the Prime Minister’s Office initially comprised:

1. The Office of the Secretary to the Prime Minister
2. The Secretariat of the Cabinet
3. The Juridical Council
4. The Civil Service Commission
5. The Commission of the Auditor-General of Thailand
6. The Publicity Office
On 8 March 1952, the Act on the Administrative Organisation of the State B.E. 2495

(1952) and the Act on the Organisation of Ministries, Thabuang and Departments B.E. 2495(1952)

were enacted. Under these acts the Central Administrative Organisation was composed of :

1. The Prime Minister’s Office

2. Ministries
























ACTIVITIES

The main activities performed by the Office of the Permanent Secretary are as follows:

1. proposing policies for the Prime Minister’s Office in accordance with the National
Economic and Social Development Plan, government policy, and the policy of the Prime Minister;
arranging the Master Plan of the Prime Minister’s Office; coordinating the operational plans;
proposing policies for budget-setting and allocation; following up and evaluating the performance
of the government departments and state enterprises under the Prime Minister’s Office;
developing work systems, forms and procedures, and carrying out the information system

development of the Office of the Prime Minister;

2. carrying out the laws and regulations of the Prime Minister’s Office which are the
specific responsibility of the Prime Minister, the Ministers to the Prime Minister’s Office, and the

Permanent Secretary of the Prime Minister’s Office, including other related laws and regulations;

3. carrying out the inspection work of the Inspectors-General attached to the Prime
Minister’s Office, including investigating complaints, arranging inspection information systems,
and monitoring the performance of government offices in cases of financial problems or corruption

by government officials;

4. assisting farmers and the poor according to the Prime Minister’s Office Regulations
on Assistance to Farmers and the Poor and the Prime Minister's Office Regulations on the
Revolving Fund Allocated to Assist Farmers and the Poor, and other laws and regulations

concerned;

5. carrying out accident prevention activities in accordance with the Prime Minister’s
Office Regulations on National Accident Prevention. Proposing public policies, plans and
measures concerning accident prevention procedures. Initiating and recommending to revise
and establish laws and regulations concerning the safety of lives and property. Following up and
evaluating plans and progammes to promote the security of governmental and non-governmental

agencies;

6. acting as the Secretariat of the National Commission on Women’s Affairs;
carrying out activities entrusted by the National Commission on Women’s Affairs and its various
national committees; analysing and submitting recommendations to the National Commission
on Women’s Affairs on the revision of laws and regulations to promote the advancement of
Thai women. Undertaking analytical studies on women’s issues, policy research and evaluation

for the promotion of the activities, roles and status of women, as well as the preparation of
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The Secretariat of the Prime Minister

BACKGROUND

The Secretariat of the Prime Minister (SPM) was established in 1933. Originally, it
was a small office with only two sections. Its function was to look after both official and private
matters of the Prime Minister. Later, as duties and responsibilities kept expanding, several
changes were made to improve the structure and work system of the office. According to the
Section 13 of the Act on the Administrative Organisation of the State B.E. 2534 (1991), the
Secretariat of the Prime Minister became a department under the Prime Minister’s Office. Its

designated functions are to provide services in political affairs.

Its chief executive is the Secretary-General to the Prime Minister who is directly
responsible to the Prime Minister. Assisting him are Deputy Secretaries-General and Assistant

Secretaries-General.

The Secretary-General to the Prime Minister and Deputy Secretaries-General for
political affairs are political appointees while the Deputy Secretaries-General for administrative

affairs and Assistant Secretaries-General are civil servants.

FUNCTIONS

According to the Royal Decree on the Secretariat of the Prime Minister B.E. 2539

(1996), the main responsibilities of the Secretariat of the Prime Minister are:

1. to submit reports and comments on policy options, policy formulation and
implementation on domestic and foreign affairs for the Prime Minister’s decision-making as well

as to deal with various problems of the country;

2. to perform secretarial function for the Prime Minister and other high-ranking

political figures in the Prime Minister’s Office;

3. to coordinate with various political bodies, government agencies and institutions

to bring about the result the Government requires;

4. to carry out the task of the Government’s Spokesman and the Government’s

public relations affairs;

5. to provide a public service centre concerning complaints and petitions addressed
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THE SECRETARIAT OF THE CABINET

BACKGROUND

The Secretariat of the Cabinet is a well-established government agency under the
Office of the Prime Minister. It plays a major role as a centre of national decision-making networks
by coordinating with the ministries, other government agencies, and the parliament, as well as
with independent public agencies on cabinet-related issues. It is also responsible for certain

specific monarch activities, such as the request of Royal Decorations and Royal Pardon.

The Secretariat of the Cabinet was founded in 1932 during the period of political
reform. A change from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy led to the creation of
several public agencies operating under the constitution in lieu of the king. The Secretariat of

the Cabinet is now one of the government agencies under the Office of the Prime Minister.

FUNCTIONS

According to Section 14 of the Act on the Administrative Organisation of the State
B.E. 2534 (1991), the Secretariat of the Cabinet’s responsibility is to facilitate the administrative
functions of the cabinet as well as other tasks assigned by the Prime Minister. It has other

functions related to the Parliament and the Royal Office.

The Secretariat of the Cabinet is headed by the Secretary-General, a permanent

civil servant (level 11) reporting directly to the Prime Minister.

The Royal Decree Organising the Secretariat of the Cabinet, the Office of the Prime
Minister B.E. 2538 (1995) altered the structure of the Secretariat of the Cabinet from 8 divisions
to 4 bureaus and 3 divisions, namely the General Affairs Division, the Policy and Planning
Coordination Division, the Publishing Division, the Bureau of Council of Ministers Meeting
Administration, the Bureau of Legal Affairs, the Bureau of the Royal Scribe and Royal Decorations,

and the Bureau of Information Administration.

ACTIVITIES

There are four kinds of activities undertaken by the Secretariat of the Cabinet.

Amongst these functions are:

14












preparation, budget execution and allotments to sectoral and local areas, including Pattaya City,
New City projects and the Bangkok Metropolitan Area, projects under His Majesty the King, and
projects under the representatives proposals. The Education Budget Office conducts analyses

of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to related educational agencies.

The National Security and Government Services Budget Office conducts analyses
of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to security and defence projects for the
Military Services; conducts analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to
security and defence projects for Legal and Justice; conducts analyses of budget preparation,
budget execution and allotments to security and defence projects for Interior Affairs; conducts
analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to the Office of the Prime
Minister, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Independent Royal Thai Government (RTG) Agencies;
and conducts analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to the Ministry of

Finance and the Central Fund.

The Economic Services Budget Office conducts analyses of budget preparation,
budget execution and allotments to Agriculture and Cooperatives plans/projects; conducts analyses
of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to Forest and Fisheries plans/projects;
conducts analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and alloiments to the Royal Irrigation
Department; conducts analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to
the Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment and Ministry of Industry; conducts analyses
of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to the Ministry of Transport and
Communications and Ministry of Commerce; and conducts analyses of budget preparation,

budget execution and allotments to the Department of Highways.

The Health and Utilities Budget Office conducts analyses of budget preparation,
budget execution and allotments to the Ministry of Public Health, except the Department of
Medical Services, the Department of Health and the Department of Medical Sciences; conducts
analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to Public Health Projects and
Plans; conducts analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments to the Public
Works Department; conducts analyses of budget preparation, budget execution and allotments
to the Royal Department Projects and Plans; and conducts analyses of budget preparation,

budget execution and allotments to the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare.
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THE OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

BACKGROUND

The Office Of the National Security Council was founded by the National Security
Council Act B.E. 2502 (1959) to help implement the National Security Council’s resolutions and
recommendations. It is headed by the Secretary-General of the National Security Council, who
is assisted by three Deputy Secretaries-General and two Assistant Secretaries-General. In
effect, the Office serves as a secretariat for the National Security Council and as a
policy-advisory body for the Prime Minister. The Office comes under the Office of the Prime

Minister with the Secretary-General reporting directly to the Prime Minister.

The National Security Council functions in accordance with the National Security
Council Act B.E. 2502 (1959). The Council is chaired by the Prime Minister; the Deputy Chairman
is the Deputy Prime Minister for Security Affairs. The Ministers of Defence, Finance, Foreign
Affairs, Interior, Communications, and the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces are all
members. The Secretary-General of the National Security Council is a member and also the

Secretary of the Council.

The National Security Council has a network of supporting committees, since it may
appoint committees to carry out certain assignments. High ranking officials, military, and police,

including government experts from related organisations, are members of these committees.

These committees are classified into three categories. Namely, (1) Standing

(Permanent) Committees, (2) Special Committees, and (3) Ad Hoc Committees.

In addition, there is a very important mechanism included in the National Security

Council’s supporting network—the Consultative Meetings.

Standing Committees These Committees are established by the jurisdiction of the
National Security Council Act. They work on a long-term basis. A standing committee, such as
the National Intelligence Directing Committee, is presided over by the Prime Minister, whereas the

National Psychological Affairs Committee by the Supreme Commander.

In general, the Secretary-General of the National Security Council presides over
these Committees of which the Permanent Secretaries and Directors-General from various

ministries are members. They are, for instance, the Preparatory Committee, the Policy
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The Royal Decree determining the functions of the Office of the National Security

Council assigns the following authoritative functions to the Office:

- recommending the National Security Council to make a decision on national
security policy as related to internal politics, international politics, national defence, economics,
socio-psychological affairs, science, technology, energy, natural resources and environment,

and other aspects of the national security;

- directing and coordinating the implementation of national security policies with
other government organisations—civilian, military and police, including other related government

agencies in a unified effort to make it most beneficial to Thailand’s national security;

- working on strategic plans for national security policies and national preparedness

planning, to meet an emergency caused by a national security crisis;

- directing policies and plans on national intelligence, including recommendations
on developing intelligence organisations, counter-intelligence and theirimplementations to achieve
a coordinated effort, and to maintain national security according to the Cabinet’s and the Prime

Minister’s orders; and,

- deliberating on national security issues which fall within the responsibility of the

Office both in civilian and military affairs, as the Cabinet requests.

ACTIVITIES

The Office of the National Security Council has fewer than 200 personnel which is
considered a small organisation in the Thai bureaucratic system, but the quality of its work is
imperative and accordingly emphasised because it has a remarkable responsibility at a very

high level of the policy process.

The staff members of the Office continuously analyse current issues on politics,
economics, law, international relations, political economy, public policy and administration, and
military science and technology, in order to be able to prepare comprehensive analytical
frameworks for further recommendations. In such an endeavour, their serious training and

understanding of respective fields and issues is an absolute necessity.

Under the close supervision of the Secretary-General, his Deputies and Assistants,
the staff members of the Office are, by nature, analysts who are responsible for studying and
analysing the national security situation, assessing the past and present policy implementations
and recommending proposals to the Committees, as well as preparing for their meetings and

deliberations.
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THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSION FOR
THE MANAGEMENT OF ROAD TRAFFIC

BACKGROUND

The Office of the Commission for the Management of Road Traffic (OCMRT) was
originally established as a division within the Policy and Planning Department of the Ministry of
Interior in 1978 [CMRT Act B.E. 2521 (1978)]. The Office served as the secretariat of the
Commission for the Management of Road Traffic (CMRT) which was responsible for proposing
recommendations to the Cabinet and other Government agencies regarding the management of
road traffic and other related matters, including liaison with Central Government Agencies and

State Enterprises.

The rapid development of the Bangkok urban area over the past decade has produced
a series of problems and difficulties resulting in excessive growth in traffic levels. In response to
the deteriorating traffic conditions, the OCMRT was upgraded to full department status in March
1992 under the Office of the Prime Minister.

FUNCTIONS

The OCMRT has the following specific responsibilities as the Secretariat to the

Commission:

1. to study, survey and analyse traffic conditions and to propose policies, master
plans and standards regarding traffic management, together with solutions for traffic problems

and to submit recommendations to the CMRT for decision-making;

2. to analyse and review technical, economic and environmental feasibility studies

and to make recommendations to the CMRT;

3. to collect traffic data and to make such data available to relevant government

agencies;

4. to recommend to the CMRT any necessary revisions to road traffic laws and

other laws relating to traffic and transportation;

5. to implement training programmes and advise other government agencies

regarding traffic management issues;
6. to coordinate and administer any other tasks assigned under the law or by the
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CMRT; and,

7. to establish and direct the Office of the Megaproject Coordination Committee
(OMEGA).

ACTIVITIES

The OCMRT has initiated urgent solutions to the problems of road traffic by placing
the priority on Bangkok and its immediate provinces. The OCMRT in cooperation with other
organisations has developed 5 high priority plans, involving a total of 26 specific projects.
Progress on of each project is being monitored on a time-based schedule which requires the
submission of progress reports on the fifteenth of each month from each responsible organisation.

The report is submitted to the committee chaired by the Prime Minister.

The objectives of the 5 high priority pians are to emphasise the development of
public transport systems to facilitate movement of people rather than vehicles; to maximise the
use of existing roads; to instill driver and pedestrian discipline; to expedite the construction of
road networks; and to accommodate planning in future development and to promote traffic

management.

Over the past three years, the number of new cars registered in Bangkok has risen
to over one million—an increase of 49.5 percent. Meanwhile, the number of new roads to
accommodate this increase has risen by less than 5 percent with the speed of traffic flow slowing
down 7-8 percent. Statistically speaking, the traffic agencies have been able to limit traffic
congestion by 37 percent. Traffic engineers had estimated that such a limit would have saved

some 43,200 million baht in fuel costs. These savings, however, were not achieved.

To promote the concept of facilitating the movement of people, rather than vehicles,
the OCMRT is encouraging members of the public not to use their own cars. At the same time

it is attempting to urgently improve public transport by such measures as:

- the provision of 2,000 air conditioned buses, a project now being handled by the

Ministry of Transport and Communications;

- promoting the use of more school buses. With regard to this, the Cabinet has
agreed to allow a tax exemption on the cost of 2,500 buses according to the proposal of the

OCMRT. This will lower the cost of the school bus service by 38 percent; and,

- encouraging the installation of a radio communications system by taxi metre
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operators by securing special credit terms with a low annual interest rate of just 7 percent from a
financial institution for the purchase of the necessary equipment. To promote the scheme, the

government will bear the cost of the differential in interest rates.

In order to put into place a master plan for mass rapid transit systems, the Cabinet
assigned the responsibility for the plan’s design (completed on 27 September 1994) to the OCMRT.
Over the next 15 years, the plan calls for the completion of a total of 5 electric train routes—the
Green Line, the Red Line, the Blue Line, the Purple Line and the Orange Line, totalling 238

kilometres.

The OCMRT also serves as a central organisation to monitor and resolve existing
physical conflicts between expressway and mass rapid transit networks. These conflicts, 33
crossovers in total, have existed well before the establishment of the OCMRT. The OCMRT,
however, has resolved these conflicts thus helping to accelerate the construction of all large

mass transit projects.

The successful implementation and completion of the master plan is, of course, more
important than the simple creation of it. The OCMRT, therefore, has conducted conceptual
design to ensure success in its operations. Of the budget allowance, the government has agreed
to provide 80 percent, with 20 percent to be provided by the private sector. This is a testimony to
the seriousness of the government’s intention to invest in the creation of a mass transit system

for the country, in a determined effort to alleviate the long-standing problem of traffic congestion.

The OCMRT’s intermediate-term plan involves the speeding up of phases Il , Il and
IV expressway construction, proposing a 5 route bus way and increasing the effectiveness of
traffic management and flow by the linkage of various modes of transport. This would involve,
for example, the ability to travel by boat with a transfer to a bus service, or being able to travel by

commuter train with feeder bus service transfer capability.

In the long-term, the aim of the OCMRT is to encourage the on-time completion of
the mass rapid transit network in accordance with the master plan and the city development plan
which is designed to upgrade Bangkok’s outlying areas in an effort to lessen the density of

population in the central city area.

To provide a solution to traffic problems in regional areas, the OCMRT, in cooperation
with local universities, has established academic centres in 4 areas of the country. Each
centre has the task of studying and planning traffic management in major cities and of providing

technical advice and information to provinces within the region of the centre’s operation. The
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Council or its Chairman; and,

9. establishing sub-committees to perform tasks as deemed necessary.

NEPO carries out the activities in connection with petroleum, power, energy policy

and planning, and energy conservation and renewable energy including:

@ recommending policies, management and development plans as well as measures
on exploring, refining, procuring, storing, transporting, distributing, and setting quality standards

of petroleum products;
® recommending policies and measures on taxes and prices of petroleum;

® recommending measures to remedy and prevent the shortage of petroleum oil as

set forth by law, as well as coc')rdinating the activities of related agencies under these measures;

@ coordinating and conducting situation assessments and load forecasting of the country ’s

electric power;

® recommending policies, management and development plans, and measures on
power generation, transmission, distribution, quality specification, and also the roles of public

and private sectors in the generation and distribution of power;

® recommending policies, management and development plans and measures on the

structure of electricity charges, demand side management, and load management;

® formulating policies, management and development plans and measures on the
energy sector of the country for the NEPC in accordance with the National Economic and Social

Development Plan and government policies;
® coordinating and conducting energy outlook forecasts;

@ systematising the survey, compilation, process and utilisation of energy information

as well as preparing the energy statistics;

® submitting viewpoints on energy research and on requests for funds for energy

research from the Energy Conservation Promotion Fund;

@ coordinating and cooperating with international organisations and foreign agencies

in the energy sector;

® recommending policies, management and development plans and measures on
energy conservation, protection and mitigation of impacts on the environment resulting from the

development and utilisation of energy;
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THE OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT BOARD

BACKGROUND

Early attempts at development planning in Thailand started in 1950 when the National
Economic Council (NEC) was established to undertake economic studies, and to advise the
Thai Government on general financial and economic matters. The Council consisted of no more
than 20 members, according to the Cabinet's recommendation, and was chaired by the Prime
Minister. The Council’s work was divided into 5 sectors : agriculture, finance, commerce, industry,
and communication. The NEC was responsible for appointing members for each sector under

the responsibility of the Secretary-General.

To correct the shortcomings resulting from lack of clear and comprehensive national
objectives, the World Bank was requested by the Government to send a mission to Thailand.
The mission arrived in 1957 to study the economic situation of the country and to provide
recommendations for the establishment of a national economic planning system. The Bank
recommended setting up a central planning agency to make a continuing study of the nation’s

economy, and to draw up plans for its development.

Following the World Bank’s recommendation, the National Economic Development
Board (NEDB) was established in 1959. The name was changed to the National Economic and
Social Development Board (NESDB) in 1972 to emphasise the importance of social development
in the development process. The NESDB is essentially a central planning agency which
undertakes a continuing study of the Kingdom’s economy, and draws up plans for its development.

Since its inception, the NESDB has already completed 7 Development Plans.

The structure of the NESDB is as follows :

1. The National Economic and Social Development Committee (NESDC)

This committee is chaired by senior and outstanding economists and social
scientists and comprises the Governor of the Bank of Thailand, Secretary-General of Civil
Service Commission, Director of the Bureau of the Budget, Director-General of the Fiscal Policy
Office, Secretary-General of the NESDB, and no more than 9 members appointed by the Cabinet.

The National Economic and Social Development Committee has authority to supervise the work
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THE OFFICE OF THE ROYAL DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS BOARD

BACKGROUND

In the initial stage, the Royal Development Projects were created as a result of His
Majesty’s concern for the immediate social and medical well-being of His subjects. His Majesty
initiated several projects through His own private funds, study, research, and implementation
with minimal assistance from government institutions, private sectors or individuals. Examples
of these projects included the mobilisation of his private funds to construct the “Mahidol Memorial
Building” for scientific and medical purposes, the production of “the Private Royal Films” to raise
funds, an advocate for the production of a domestic saline refining machine, and the setting up

of the Royal Medical Team.

Soon after that, the nature of the Royal Development Projects became more evident
in that concerned government agencies and private sectors undertake study and implementation
of development work according to His Majesty’s Royal Initiatives and objectives of a master
plan. Today, the Royal Development Projects are scattered throughout every region of the
country representing development works in accordance with its principles of tackling immediate
problems; developing according to steps, necessity, economy; becoming self-supportive;
promoting modern and appropriate technology; conserving and developing natural resources;

and promoting and improving environmental conditions.

The government is very well aware of His Majesty the King’s various development
works for the well-being of the people, particularly those who live in the remote rural and
underdeveloped areas. In fact, the Royal Development Projects play a crucial role in
supplementing the government’s policy. The results of the Royal Development Projects not only
uplift the rural people’s well-being but also contribute to the whole nation with respect to

economic progress and security.

However, the implementation of the Royal Development Projects in the past was not
efficient because each agency carried out the work independently without coordinating with
other concerned agencies. Therefore, in order to serve and implement the Royall Initiatives through
a consistently integrated system allowing the Royal Development Projects to run efficiently, the
Thai government issued a “Regulation of the Office of the Prime Minister” which became effective

on 9 September 1981. The regulation enabled the establishment of the Coordinating Committee
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for the Royal Development Projects which was later changed to the Royal Development Projects
Board (RDPB) as an organisation at the national level with the task of implementing the Royal
Development Projects. Later, the Regulation of the Office of the Prime Minister regarding the
Royal Development Projects was amended three times (in 1984, 1988 and 1991). In the latest
amendment the components of the RDPB were adjusted to enable the implementation of the

Royal Development Projects to be more effective.

The RDPB has the major tasks of controlling, monitoring and coordinating the
operation of various government agencies and state enterprises concerning the Royal
Development Projects. It also appoints committees, sub-committees, and working teams to
appropriately serve the operation of the projects. Moreover, it considers and approves projects,
plans and activities as well as expenditures to be used in the implementation of the projects. All
of these tasks are supported by the Office of the RDPB which functions as the secretary to the
Board.

The enforcement of the Regulation of the Office of the Prime Minister on 9 September
1981 was the basis for establishing the RDPB and the Office of the RDPB known initially as the
Secretariat Office of the Coordinating Committee for the Royal Development Projects. Originally,
the Office was an agency within the Economic Preparedness Planning Division under the Office

of National Economic and Social Development Board.

Later, when the development scope of the Royal Development Projects had expanded,
the Cabinet agreed on 3 March 1992 to separate the Office of the Royal Development Projects
Board (formerly the Secretariat Office of the Coordinating Committee for the Royal Development
Projects) from the Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board as an agency
within the Office of the Prime Minister directly under the authority of the Prime Minister. The
declaration was made by His Majesty the King on 27 August 1993 and became effective from

7 September of the same year.
FUNCTIONS

The roles and responsibilities of the Office of the RDPB are as follows :

1. to survey, study, and analyse plans and projects proposed by agencies concerned
which are responsible for implementing the projects, according to His Majesty’s Initiatives, and

then consider allocation of budget;
2. to coordinate between government agencies and state enterprises as well as the
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and water drainage system to use as a preventive measure against intrusion of sea water onto
farmers’ land during the dry season and flooding during rainy season. Moreover, through the

use of regulators, fresh water will be stored in tributaries of Pak Panang River for agricultural

uses during the drought.

7. Su-Ngaipadee Canal Project According to His Majesty’s Initiative at Su-
Ngaipadee District, Narathiwat Province The tasks under this project comprise of construction
of regulators and drainage pipes and dredging of canals as a method for preventing acid water

from flowing into rivers and aiso drawing fresh water to leach the acid soil.

8. Royal Development Study Centre According to His Majesty’s approach to
development, the rural population should be encouraged to be self-reliant. His Majesty thus has
stressed the need for dissemination of knowledge to villagers with regards to occupation and
agricultural techniques. To achieve this aim His Majesty initiated the establishment of the Royal
Development Study Centre as central offices to conduct research and experimentation on
development methods and technology which can be applied to each particular area according
to the actual conditions and nature of the problem concerned. The centres provide a complete
service which His Majesty has called a “one-stop service” where people can go to see
demonstrations of development methods and techniques in various fields in order to seek more
knowledge or education and to receive occupational training appropriate for local conditions.
Each Royal Development Study Centre serves as a “living natural museum” or “development

briefer”.

Full consideration for the selection of asite of a Royal Development Study Centre is
given to all factors concerned so that each centre is located in an area suitable for the solution of
problems and the study of appropriate development methods for that particular region. Each

centre is jointly operated by several government agencies which work in the name of the centre.

Six Royal Development Study Centres have been established in every major region

of the country as follows:

- Khao Hin Sorn Royal Development Study Centre at Phanom Sarakam District

of Chachoengsao Province;

- Huai Sai Royal Development Study Centre at Cha-Am District of Petchaburi
Province;

- Kung Krabaen Bay Royal Development Study Centre at Tha Mai District of

Chantaburi Province;

- Huai Hong Khrai Royal Development Study Centre at Doi Saket District of
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developing markets in the region.

The Regional Investment Promotion Division coordinates with the BOV’s regional
offices to organise investment promotion activities in the provincial areas. Regional firms are
then able to identify potential joint venture partners in Bangkok at the same time that they are

identifying potential overseas partners.

The BOI has five regional offices: Nakhon Ratchasima in the Northeast, Songkhla
and Surat Thani in the South, Chiang Mai in the North, and Chon Buri in the Eastern Seaboard
area. These offices provide information and assistance to investors and potential investors in

regional areas.

The BOI maintains permanent investment promotion offices in New York, Tokyo,
Osaka, Sydney, Frankfurt, and Paris. These offices offer potential foreign investors a complete

range of information on business opportunities and incentives in Thailand.

The OBOI deals with investment projects according to the sector of activity they fall
under. Each of the seven investment promotion divisions deals with all the aspects of a promoted
project so that investors only need to deal with one division for most of their business with the
BOI. The functions carried out include: screening and appraising applications for investment
incentives; considering various measures to assist promoted industries (including import duty
reductions, duty exemptions and rebates, and tariff increases on competing imports); reviewing
specific duty and tax exemptions for machinery and raw materials; monitoring the operations of
promoted projects to ensure that they comply with the conditions stipulated in their promotion

certificates; and providing information to investors on their industry sectors.

ACTIVITIES

The BOI promotes projects which strengthen Thailand’s industrial and technological
capability, use domestic resources, create employment opportunities, develop basic and
support industries, earn foreign exchange, contribute to the economic growth of regions outside
Bangkok, develop infrastructure, conserve natural resources, and reduce environmental

problems.

The BOI is empowered to grant a wide range of fiscal and non-fiscal incentives and

guarantees to investment projects which meet national economic development goals.
In addition to investment incentives, the BOI offers comprehensive business-related
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Moreover the OCCC has conducted research on the problem of land title issuance,
studying the case of errors or the illegality of land ownership issuance in crder to acquire

prevention measures.

For Suppression

Counter corruption investigations concerning land ownership show that there have
been many problems of land title issuance in many provinces. Because of erroneous land
ownership or land titles being awarded for mountainous areas belonging to the Royal Forestry
Department or national reserves, the OCCC has notified the Department of Lands and the
provincial land officers to withdraw the land ownership documents. Government and private
sector employees had conspired with the support of state officials. Since land title issuance is a
delicate and complex process, the OCCC adheres to the following guidelines to assure the

effectiveness of its work:

1. developing a work system in accordance with manpower planning and setting
up an investigating group which responds to natural resources (land, forest, minerals)

countrywide;

2. developing human resources (investigators and legal officers) responsible for
natural resources by giving them knowledge in law, regulations, land title and investigation tactics.
For land title training, 16 persons are sent to the National Research Council of Thailand to

participate in a Remote Sensing Course;

3. requesting that officers from other organisations, such as Royal Forest
Department, Agricultural Land Reform Office, Department of Lands, Department of Mineral
Resources, Royal Thai Survey Department, the National Research Council of Thailand, Forest
Police Division, Land Development Department and Department of Environmental Quality

Promotion, to cooperate with the OCCC officials, especially in land title law and regulation; and,

4. establishing a basic information system of natural resources (land, forest,

minerals) to prevent natural resource corruption.

ICRAHPE
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care, their sustenance as minority groups as well as other related issues, especially the loss of
variable natural resources. In solving the problem of opium poppy cultivation, the important
consideration concerning national security makes it difficult to use severe and decisive methods
of suppression. Instead, more gentle methods have to be used and it is found that appropriate
and satisfactorily successful methods have been the narcotic crop control and highland
development methods. Many projects based on the concept of crop replacement and highland
community development have been implemented. However, the Thai Government will not
hesitate to use eradication measures when and where the hilltribes grow opium for sale, especially
in the developed areas. The Thai Government's effort has yielded satisfactory results. Opium
production which was as high as 150 tons per year in the past, has been greatly reduced to only
20-30 tons during the recent years. Most of the opium poppies grown by the hilltribes in Thailand

nowadays are not harvested for commerciai purposes, but for their own consumption.

The efforts of one country alone cannot, however, solve the problem. Therefore,
Thailand strongly supports the concept of sub-regional anti-narcotics programmes initiated by
the United Nations which aims to encourage and assist countries with common borders to work
together to eradicate the problem of narcotic drugs. At present, Thailand participates in the
Sub-Regional Action Plan with UNDCP and 5 MOU countries such as Cambodia, the People’s
Republic of China, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam to provide a strategic outline for the
collaborative efforts of those governments in addressing the problem of illicit production, trafficking

and abuse.

Narcotics Law Enforcement

Narcotics law enforcement is a significant measure in reducing the supply of illicit
drugs. The Thai Government has made every effort to intercept the trafficking of narcotic drugs
in the country. Strong control measures have been undertaken by arresting couriers/traffickers,
interdiction of drug smuggling both into and out of the country, destruction and seizure of illicit
drug sources, and giving cooperation to other countries to curb international drugs trafficking.
Moreover, for more effective suppression, the authorities try to follow up all narcotics cases so

that the offenders receive appropriate judicial punishment.

Drug Abuse Prevention

This measure is aimed at building up “immunity” in individuals from all social strata

and ages to enable them to live a healthy life in society without resorting to drugs. This process
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THE NATIONAL YOUTH BUREAU
BACKGROUND

In 1963, the Thai Government set up the Centre for Studies and Research on Youth
Problems under the National Research Council. Later, this Centre was upgraded to a government
division in 1969. It implemented the Plan for National Youth Development which was to be
integrated into the Second National Economic and Social Development Plan (1967-1971).
In 1973, the division was upgraded to a government department and renamed the “National
Youth Bureau” (NYB), under the Office of the Prime Minister (according to the Act of Governmental
Division, National Youth Bureau, Office of the Prime Minister, 1973). In 1978, the Government
established the NYB and the National Youth Commission (NYC) as a Government Department

under the Office of the Prime Minister (National Youth Promotion and Coordination Act, 1978).
FUNCTIONS

According to Article 12 of the Act of National Youth Promotion and Coordination
(1978), the duties and responsibilities of the NYB are as follows :

- compiling, studying and analysing information concerning youth;

- formulating programmes and work plans for developing youth in various aspects;

- initiating, urging and supporting beneficial youth activities;

- organising the training of youth workers and youth leaders;

- supporting youth affairs initiated by governmental and private sectors;

- acting as a centre for coordination, dissemination and publicity of all youth activities;

- following up and evaluating the implementation of the National Youth policies, plans
and programmes; and,

- carrying out the decisions, resolutions and assigned tasks of the NYC to supervise
and coordinate projects and programmes on youth promotion and development undertaken by
various ministries, departments and non-governmental organisations concerned in order to attain

the objectives of the National Youth Policy.
ACTIVITIES

At present, in carrying out its responsibilities of youth promotion and development,
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enterprise. Thus, the information on the type of statistics, and sources produced can be obtained.
Hence, the duplication of statistical work can be easily detected. The efficiency of the statistical
system may be improved when unnecessary and duplicated works are eliminated. The
coordination with foreign states and international institutions is exceptionally beneficial. The
NSO, or the statistical system as a whole, always gains advanced knowledge and technical
assistance through this process. Likewise, the NSO always enthusiastically cooperates with
these states and institutions in every regard, such as supplying statistical data and information
which are requested, actively participating in international seminars and conferences, and so
on.

The NSO has a strong responsibility to provide technical support and assistance to
other government agencies, both in statistical methodology and computer data processing.
Throughout the years, the NSO has assisted a number of government agencies and enterprises

under various ministries. This, in fact, has been done through coordination work as well.

3. Standardisation

For a number of years, the NSO has been attempting to set up different sets of
standards in concepts, definitions, and statistical terms to be used in statistical work among
government agencies. Simultaneously, it has been contemplating these standards. Apart from
this, the standardisation also aims to be consistent with the international standards. In addition,
it has been attempting that the process of questionnaires drafting, data and report presentation,

and methods of data collection are performed along the same guidelines.

4. Training in Statistics, and Computer Data Processing

Throughout the years, the NSO has been conducting annual training courses
exclusively for the staff of other government agencies and enterprises including the NSO itself.
Firstly, two training courses in statistics (intermediate and advanced) are offered. These two
courses emphasise both theoretical statistics and its application for practical work. Secondly,
various courses in computer data processing are offered. Thirdly, the NSO also conducts external
training courses for other government agencies upon request. Fourthly, the NSO is also
responsible for conducting country courses under the sponsorship and support of the Statistical
Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) and the United Nations Development Programmes (UNDP).
The participants of these courses are statisticians of Thailand and other countries in the Asia
and Pacific region. Finally, the NSO occasionally has been a host for visiting statisticians from
various countries such as China, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Vietnam. The activities range
from conducting training courses for some developing countries to sharing experience in statistical

works with some well-developed countries.
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5) Other TICP Activities

This category is involved with other TICP activities, such as the sending of
representatives to meetings involved with TCDC, LDC etc; the sending of missions to particular
cooperating countries for technical consultative discussions; studies and researches in some

areas of regional or sub-regional natures, and others.

6) Third Country Training Programme (TCTP)

The Royal Thai Government organises training programmes or study tours in
Thailand for participants from other developing countries who are sponsored by international
organisations or donor countries. The Department of Technical and Economic Cooperation on
behalf of the Royal Thai Government takes care of the coordination and programme arrangements
and is responsible for the administration costs while the sponsoring agencies absorb the

programme costs.

7) Trilateral Cooperation

The Trilateral Cooperation Programme can take place in various alternative forms.
The first alternative is under the Third Country Training Programme (TCTP). The other alternative
forms are based on cost-sharing which means that the Royal Thai Government co-sponsors
with other countries or international organisations to provide assistance to other developing
countries including the Annual international Training Courses (AITC) and Technical Cooperation

among Developing Countries (TCDC).

Participation of co-sponsoring countries in the Trilateral Cooperation Programme
is very much welcomed in order to augment resources available for the developing countries,

especially for neighbouring countries.

-%-wwwc{«-
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transfer to government organisations aiming to set up their own mass communication business.
ACTIVITIES

To address the afore-mentioned objectives, the MCOT has structured itself into 3
organisations: Television Channel 9 supervising TV broadcasting; the Mass Communication
Organisation of Thailand Radio Station monitoring radio broadcasting; and Thai News Agency.
Other supporting units in the MCOT include Administration, Planning and Finance, Engineering,

Marketing and Auditing which facilitate and ensure an excellent performance of the organisation.

TELEVISION

In carrying out its mandate to provide television service to the public, there are 2
responsible departments under Thai TV Channel 9. '
1) Television Programme Production Department

2) Television Broadcasting Department

Television Channel 9 broadcasts and relays 24 hours a day from Bangkok to its 32
sub-stations nationwide. 20 more sub-stations are in the pipeline to extend its coverage to 79.5

percent, reaching at least 96.5 percent of viewers.

RADIO

The MCOT Radio Station reaches people in the central part and other regions of
the country through:

1) The Radio Programme Production Department

2) The Radio Broadcasting Department

The MCOT Radio Station operates on 2 AM frequencies and 7 FM frequencies
covering Bangkok and its outskirts including other 52 FM stations in the regional area which is
expected to grow to 70 stations to boost its coverage to 83.6 percent reaching 96.3 percent of

audiences. The Station is dedicated to proividing news, information, and entertainment to

listeners plus promoting local tourism and national security.

THAI NEWS AGENCY (TNA)

Thai News Agency or TNA, the centre for the production and gathering of both
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domestic and foreign news, consists of 3 departments:
1) The Television News Department
2) The Research and Information Department

3) The Print Bulletin and Radio News Department

Over the years, Thai News Agency has enjoyed celebrity status for its unmatched
quality news production and reporting based on accuracy, fairness, reliability, timeliness and
effectiveness. It also plays a proactive role in coordinating and exchanging information with
members of ASEAN News Exchange (ANEX) and the Organisation of the Asia-Pacific News
Agencies (OANA) consists of 30 news agencies from 23 countries in additon to exchanging
radio news with British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) of the United Kingdom, Voice of America
(VOA), Radio Australia and Radio Japan of NHK. And to assure unpararelled news reporting,
Thai News Agency has enhanced its news content and presentations on the News Station on
FM 100.5 MHz.

For its print bulletin whose major subscribers include the press or other information
organisations such as newspapers, radio stations, foreign news agencies, government
intelligence agencies and private businesses, Thai News Agency has computerised its news
distribution system or the so-called Data Broadcast System (DBS) to keep subscribers up-to-
the-minute with late-breaking news. This will eventually evolve into the electronic newspaper in
the not-too-distant future. These efforts are backed by the Research and Documentary Service
Department that will gather and store news articles, clippings and TV news stories for reference

and support of the Thai News Agency’s operation.

Joint-Venture Businesses

Besides its own business, the MCOT has also lined up an array of promising joint

ventures with 5 private businesses including:

1. Television Channel 3 Station Through a joint-venture agreement with the Bangkok
Entertainment Public Company Limited, the operator of Television Channel 3 Station, the MCOT
and its strategic alliance have provided free broadcasting services to every household

throughout the country.

2.Cable TV Starting in 1989, the MCOT has enjoyed pride of place as the country’s
first provider of cable TV service. Using the Multipoints Multichannels Distribution System (MMDS),

the MCOT transmits video and audio signals to subscribers who need to pay monthly fees and
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THE BOTANIC GARDEN ORGANISATION

BACKGROUND

Thailand has been endowed with a diversity of plants and trees. Especially vascular
plants —as many as 15,000 species. Many of them are of economic importance, and many
have medicinal value for the treatment of various diseases. However, so far no comprehensive
studies on the usefulness of these plants have been conducted. To make the best and most
intelligent use of these resources and to obtain a sustainable benefit from them, promotion of
research work and propagation of these valuable plants should go hand in hand with
environmental conservation. Such a project will surely be supportive of plant conservation

activities, the efficacy of the natural resource and environmental development.

The year 1992 was also a special year to commemorate Her Majesty the Queen’s
Sixtieth Birthday. So to honour Her Majesty on this auspicious occasion, the government
proposed these plans according to the official letter of the Secretariat of the Cabinet marked
“Most Urgent” Refer. NR 0202/2535 dated 14 March, 1992.

In 1994, the Botanic Garden Organisation (BGO) received the honour from Her
Majesty the Queen, granting a royal permission to name the Northern Botanic Garden after Her

Majesty’s name, the “Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden”.

FUNCTIONS

According to the Royal Decree in 1992, the BGO is responsible for collecting various
kinds of plants for planting and propagation, especially rare native plants which are on the verge
of extinction. This is a scheme to preserve the invaluable flora resources of the country. The
plan was conceived by many Ministers at that time, namely Dr. Phaichit Uathawekul, Minister of
the Prime Minister’s Office; Dr. Anat Abhaphirom, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives; Dr.
Sanga Sabhasri, Minister of Science, Technology, Energy and the Environment; and Dr. Sipanon

Ketutat, Industry Ministry.

ACTIVITIES

The BGO was set up with the objective to make it possible for Thailand to have a
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within 90 days. If within these 90 days no private investor could invest in the project, the

government through the MRTA would be assigned to implement the project by itself.

Initially, the MRTA was to urgently implement the Initial System Project, also called
the Blue Line. The Initial System was primarily designed as an elevated system. However, after
careful consideration of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the project and the
recommendations of the National Environmental Boards (NEB), the Government decided that
the Initial System would be constructed as an underground system. After an unsuccessful
attempt to fully privatise the project, it is also decided that the Government would invest directly
in the civil work and private investment would be sought for the electro-mechanical work and

subsequent concession operation of the project.

THE MRTA INITIAL SYSTEM PROJECT

The Initial System has been designed for an initial length of 20 kilometres (km.).
The route starts from Hua Lamphong railway station and continues along Rama IV Rd., then
runs northward along Ratchadaphisek Rd. and continues on north-west direction along Lad
Phrao Rd. passing the North and Northeastern bus terminal and finally westward to Bang-Sue
railway station as its terminus. The entire alignment is underground with horizontal alignment
generally located along the centre line of the existing roads and vertical alignment in the range of

14 to 30 metres below the road surface.

The preliminary estimated capital costs for the MRTA Initial System are approximately
as follows:
- Civil Work 70,000 million baht
- Trains & Equipment 11,000 million baht

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION

Rail Mass Transit System will not cause any harmful environmental impacts such as
air pollution since it is electrically powered. In addition, the MRTA has been studying to
minimise other environmental impacts resulting from the Initial System Implementation. As a
result, the entire alignment of the Initial System has been revised from elevated to underground
route to minimise impacts such as visual, and noise from train operation within the densely

populated area.
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THE THAILAND RESEARCH FUND

BACKGROUND

As a result of the Research Development Endowment Act enacted in 1992, the
Thailand Research Fund (TRF) was conceived with the realisation that development policy and
planning in a modern society must be based upon an efficient research and development
infrastructure. While ever-increasing international competition makes increased investment in
R&D imperative for Thailand to sustain and further its competitive edge into the twenty-first
century, the TRF fully recognises that a sustainable development strategy must take into

account human, social, and environmental factors.

With its semi-official administrative structure, the TRF works through a Policy Board
and an Evaluation Board. The Policy Board sets all guidelines and implementation policy while
the Evaluation Board is responsible for evaluating performance of the TRF. The chairman and
members of both the TRF Policy Board and Evaluation Board are appointed by the Cabinet.
These members include prominent representatives from the public, academic and private
sectors. Owing to this structure, the TRF enjoys a substantial degree of autonomy and flexibility
necessary for the successful operation of and R&D think-tank. For example, unlike a typical
bureaucratic organisation, the TRF is in a position to support a variety of long-term, unorthodox

research projects with due respect to academic freedom and excellence.

At present the public and private sectors make little investment in R&D,
disproportionate to the level of national economic development. During the 1992-1993 fiscal
year, for instance, the total expenditure related to research activities represented merely 0.2
percent of gross national product. The TRF is thus a part of an inadequately-funded research
community found in government offices, universities, and organisations such as the National
Research Council, the National Science and Technology Development Agency, the Thailand
Institute of Science and Technology, the Health Systems Research Institute, the Thailand

Development Research Institute, and the Thai Environment Institute.

FUNCTIONS

1. To advance professional researchers and strengthen the research community.

2. To support research that has significance to national development, both for basic
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seminar on the “Information Superhighway”, held in 1995 and a seminar on “Desirable Thailand
in the Ideal of the Senior Thinkers” which was organised in 1996, are just two examples. These
high quality seminars were very popular. They stirred up great interest and were enthusiastically

attended by large audiences.

3.5 BBS (Bulletin Board System)

The TRF has set up its BBS to provide information services through the use of
computers. Anybody with a Personal Computer (PC) and a MODEM can dial up TRF BBS and
access information directly on-line. BBS also acts as a centre for information exchange among

researchers themselves and between researchers and the TRF.

3.6 Home page

The TRF also set up its home page on the World Wide Web to allow Internet
users to access information about the TRF. In the beginning, the home page provided information
about the TRF, its objectives and types of research grants available. “Prachakom Vijai” and
abstract of completed research works are being installed to provide additional service to the

research community all over the world.

Supporting the use of research findings is also one of the TRF’s functions. Most
of the projects supported by the TRF include a built-in mechanism to make use of their
results. Potential users will be introduced and will be able to participate in the development of

the projects from the beginning.

Many projects’ results have been utilised while some are in the process of
utilisation. Some examples are:

- The Thai-Myanmar and Myanmar-Thai Dictionary

- The Research on Constitutional Reform in Thai Political Reform

- The Synthesis of Research on Population in Thailand

- Situations of Transnational Migrants in Thailand : Policy, Plan and impact

- The Development of Fluidised Bed Dryer for Rice Mill

- Improvement of Rice Quality and Value at Farm Level

- Development of Commercial Fruits Projects

- Development of Products from Coconut

- Quality Assurance System of Durian, Longan and Lychee for Export
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE

Government House, situated at No.1, Nakhorn Pathom Road, Dusit, Bangkok, is a
place of elegant Gothic-style buildings as well as of more modern structures. It is used as the
working place of the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Ministers and the Ministers to the Prime
Minister’s Office, and many administrative government offices in the Prime Minister’s Office,

including the meeting place of the Cabinet.

Government House is the command and administration centre of government.

National decisions and policies have been issued from this place for more than 50 years.

HISTORY OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE

Government House covers an area of 27 and three quarter rai (1 rai is equivalent to
1,600 square metres) and 44 square wah (1 square wah is equivalent to four square metres). It
was formerly named Ban Norasingha and was owned by General Chow Phraya Ram Rakhop
(M L Fua Peungboon), a nobleman who served at court during King Rama VI's reign. King

Rama VI gave him the land and money to construct the building.

After the construction of the Anantasamakom Throne Hall had been completed, King
Rama VI assigned an ltalian artisan to continue the construction of “Ban Norasingha”. However,
King Rama VI died on 26 November 1925 before the construction had been finished. When the
Italian artisan returned to ltaly, the building was 75 percent complete. The owner used the front
of the ground floor as his temporary residence, a place for parties, and as a theatre sometimes

visited by royalty.

During World War II, Japan rented “Ban Norasingha” for 2,500 baht a month, using it
as the Japanese Embassy. In March 1941, General Chow Phraya Ram Rakhop sent a letter to
the Minister of Finance (Luang Pradit Manootham) offering to sell “Ban Norasingha”, valued at
two million baht, to the Thai Governmient, but the Ministry of Finance refused to buy it. In
September 1941, the Prime Minister, Field Marshal P. Pibulsongkram, decided to buy “Ban
Norasingha” as a hospitality place for national guests at the price of one million baht. The Office
of the Royal Property paid this price for “Ban Norasingha”, which was transferred to the Prime

Minister’s Office on 11 October 1941.
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“Ban Norasingha” was then used by the Prime Minister’s Office as a hospitality centre
for national guests. Professor Silp Pirasri (Italian name: Corrado Feroci) was assigned to renovate

and decorate the building as it is seen today.

In 1962, the Office of the Royal Property transferred “Ban Norasingha” to the
Government. A Purchasing Committee was established to consider the transfer price. The
agreed price was 17,780,802.36 baht. The Cabinet decided to buy “Ban Norasingha” and settled
the contract with the Office of the Royal Property on 29 November 1963. “Ban Norasingha” has
been government property since 1 October 1969.

IMPORTANT BUILDINGS IN GOVERNMENT HOUSE

THE “THAI KOO FAH” BUILDING

The “Thai Koo Fah” Building is an elegant and beautifully decorated structure. In
1989, it was named an “Excellent Conservation Building” by the Siamese Architects Association.
It is a Venetian-Gothic-style building, comprised of the following important rooms, each

decorated in specific colours as follows:

- The Golden Dome Room is used as the reception room for the guests of the Prime
Minister, the Deputy Prime Ministers, and the Ministers to the Prime Minister’s Office. Itis also

used as the waiting room for the guests of the Prime Minister before entering the lvory Room.

- The Ivory Room is used as the official reception room for the guests of the Prime

Minister.

- The Purple Room is used as the reception room for the guests of the Prime Minister,

the Deputy Prime Ministers, and the Ministers to the Prime Minister’s Office.

- The Green Room, formerly used for the reception hall, is presently used for the
meeting of any committee chaired by the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Ministers, or the

Ministers to the Prime Minister’s Office.

At present, some parts of the “Thai Koo Fah” Building are working rooms of the Prime

Minister, the Deputy Prime Ministers, and the Ministers to the Prime Minister’s Office.
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