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appointed to another division within parliament as an interpreter. Due to financial
and skill limitations. the interpreter was also made responsible for the library.

The Present

For the last 3 years we were not able to employ anyone to fill the vacancy in the
library mainly due to financial constraints. However the Library is always ready and
prepared to give support to any request by MPs. In most cases [ mainly receive request
from MPs on information pertaining to:—

I.

The laws of other countries on certain issues: sale of liquor, matrimonial
property etc.

What was said by a member on an issue 10 or 15 years ago (Hansard)

Bio-data of former members of Parliament, Ministers.

Information on a particular country in which that member will be visiting.

Apart from these services available to members, the library also extends some of
its services to law firms, companies, Departments and overseas institutions by
providing them with legislation, hansards, papers. order papers and bills.

The demand for information from the public is a daily occupations.

Major Problem Areas

1.

2.

Limited fund-5 years ago library was receiving $5000 now about $1500.
Lack of interest by MPs—Educational Background how to use a library.
Borrowed materials never returned.

MPs prefer to hear rather than reading.

No time and not prepared to learn.

All materials in English Language.

No full time Librarian.

Difference in views between Cleark—Person incharge of Library.
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12. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSIONS
MRS. FALEATA SIKETI
(TUVALU)

Introduction

Tuvalu, which is formerly known as the Ellice Islands, is an independent
constitutional monarchy with Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, as its Head of State.

Tuvalu’s National Day is the First Monday in October.

Tuvalu has eight islands which are scattered over hundreds of square kilometres
of sea in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. The total land area is 26 sq. km.

The capital island, Funafuti, covers 2.8 sq. km. only.

The total population is about 10,000 with about 4,000 living on the capital,
Funafuti.

Tuvalu Parliament

There are 12 Members of Parliament who are elected every 4 years to form the
Parliament of Tuvalu. Each island elects one Member of Parliament with the extra, by
the 4 islands which are bigger by population.

The Government usually consists of 7 Members while the Opposition has 5
Members.

The Government itself has 6 Members with portfolios and 1 as a back-
bencher. That is, S Members as Hon. Ministers (including the Prime Minister) and | as
the Hon. Speaker of Parliament.

All Members of Parliament resides within their respective constituencies except
those with portfolios has to reside on the capital island.

Objectives

1. The objectives of the Parliamentary library is to supply reliable, accurate,
impartial and prompt information, and

2. Develop and promote understanding and cooperation between parlia-
mentary libraries.
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