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ABSTRACT

The purposes of research on “Labour Protections of Thai Oversea Workers:
Study on Law and Roles of Thai Ambassadors” are to study the situation and problems
of Thai oversea workers as well as the relevant legal measures and the roles of Thai
ambassadors in protecting Thai oversea workers. The study found that many Thai
workers still like to go to work abroad, but the means of going to work abroad are
changing. Applications for a foreign job through a recruitment agency are declining, but
direct applications are increasing because Thai workers now have a higher favei of
education which enables then contact employers directly. The trend of general Thai
workers seeking jobs abroad is declining because workers in countries which have
lower wages than Thailand have taker up the market shares. At the same time,
professional work forces going abroad are increasing. The problems of Thai workers are
still the problems of being deceived and taker advantage of by recruitment agencies
and foreign employers. Although the Recruitment and Protection of Workers Act B.E.
2528 is in force, this Act cannot eliminate all the problems of Thai oversea workers. Even
though destination countries have also maintained laws providing good standard
protection for Thai workers, and equal treatment to local workers, the Thai workers are
still taken advantage of by employers. Thai Ambassadors, Embassies and Consulates

and Thai Labour Office’ abroad play an important role in providing protection for Thai



oversea workers abroad. Improvements on such roles still could be made in order to
provide better protection to Thai workers.

The research team recommends to liberalize the professional workers'
applications for jobs abroad. Advertisements for recruitment of professional workers
should be free. A joint governmental and private sector committee should be
established for supervising labour regulation. Thai Embassies, Consulates and Labour
Offices abroad should be more active in marketing for Thai workers. Training courses on
consular works should be organized for labour officers going to take up duty abroad so
they could be authorized to perform those consulér works which are related to workers.
Thai Embassies and Labour Offices should provide interpreters to serve adequately
Thai workers and send doctors to give medical care to Thai workers abroad as well as

organize English or local languages courses for Thai workers.
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1) The Labor Code of the Philippines
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