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1. American youth violence. / by Franklin E. Zimring. New York : Oxford

University Press, 1997.

**This book is about violent acts by adolescent offenders and the legal
principles and institutions that respond to youth violence. The focus of this study is
narrow in two important respects. First, the violent acts discussed here are only those
committed by offenders under the age of 18, less than a quarter of all life-threatening
violence in the United States. If serious violence is the subject of concern, devoting a
sustained analysis only to offenders under 18 misses more than three-quarters of the
problem. The second major limit of the study is that only one type of adolescent
deviance is under scrutiny. More than 80 percent of all juvenile law violations are not
violent. If juvenile crime is the topic of concern, a book-length study of only those
acts that inflict or threaten bodily harm will ignore the great majority of youth crimes.
This book aims to be a relatively comprehensive examination of youth violence in the
United States. The study is reported in three installments. Part 1 is an empirical
examination of youth violence in the 1990s. Chapter 1 describes the crisis mood
surrounding youth violence in the 1990s and compares the media coverage and
legislative responses of recent years to earlier periods of special focus on juvenile
crime. Chapter 2 explores the special character of adolescent violence in the United
States, comparing patterns and rates of violent crimes by adolescents with typical
violence by older offenders. Chapter 3 and 4 directly address the factual evidence of
crisis conditions. Chapter 3 examines the evidence on trends in serious youth
violence since 1980. Chapter 4 analizes population trends and projections over the
period 1960 to 2010, responding to fears that a “boomerang” rebound in the youth

population will create substantial increases in the volume of serious violence.
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The second part of this study examines the legal principles and specific policy
options available to respond to violent acts by early and middle adolescents. Chapter
5 sets out basic principles that should inform policy choices. Chapter 6 is a review of
strategies and tactics to control the risks of the adolescent misuse of guns. Because
the increase in fatalities attributable to young offenders was almost exclusively an
increase in gun cases, firearms policy is an unavoidable topic in a balanced review of
youth violence. Chapter 7 discusses standards for transfer of juveniles accused of
violent crime to criminal courts. Such standards are the usual legislative response to
public concerns about youth violence. Chapter 8 discusses the legal system’s
responses to adolescents who kill. Homicide cases produce by far the most serious
harm from youth violence. They are also the most difficult cases for finding a balance
between mitigation and penal harshness in legal policy. Coherent principles for
homicides are the ultimate challenge for a youth violence policy. The last section
attempts to put the debate about youth violence into two broader contexts. Chapter 9
discusses youth violence and the future of the juvenile court. Do violence cases
belong in the juvenile court? Should powers of punishment be expanded when
adolescents do great bodily harm? Chapter 10 concludes the study with an
examination of the current concern abouth youth violence as an element of youth
policy. The violent acts committed by a very small percentage of adolescents have
become much too prominet an element in American youth policy. No greater harm
can come from concern about youth violence than the creation of general policies
toward children and adolescents permeated with fear and hostility. Here is the
largest risk of our current youth violence debate. There is no greater protection from

that ugly fate than reason, perspective, and prudent faith in the American future.
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2. The Columbia dictionary of modern literary and cultural criticism. / edited by

Joseph Childers and Gary Hentzi. New York : Columbia University

Press, 1995.

«*For the uninitiated, reading literary and cultural criticism can be a daunting
task, simply because of its admittedly complex, arcane language the tends to elude
the understanding of all but specialists. With literary and cultural studies arguably the
fastest growing areas of study in the humanities, many readers both within and
outside the academy find it imperative to keep abreast of developments in these
fields. This book helps to initiate the curious generalist into the often exclusionary
world of these theoretical vocabularies, and to authoritatively refresh the memories of
specialists themselves on certain necessary terms and their roots. While there are a
number of dictionaries of literary theory availabel, this book devotes significant
attention to the expanding field of cultural criticism. In contemporary academic
circles, a wide interdisciplinary knowledge base is crucial---literary and cultural
studies today frequently intersect with theoretical concepts in film, psychoanalysis,
linguistics, media studies, and philosophy. This book covers all of these areas in
more than 450 succinct, up-to-date entries from A to Z. The editors write with general
readers in mind, yet without simplifying the terms they discuss. Most entries include
bibliographies of the essential texts on each subject, and a name index makes it easy
to locate eminent scholars and place them in their proper contextual moorings. This
book will help readers navigate their paths through complex theoretical arguments in
the arts and humanities, and will provide indispensable supplementary reading to any

studen, teacher, or generalist with a broad interest in these areas.
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3. Einstein in love ; a scientific romance. / by Dennis Overbye. New York : Viking,

2000.

’:‘Nofigure towers over the intellectual landscape of the twentieth century
more commandingly or compellingly than Albert Einstein. Nearly fifty years after his
death, his very image has taken on the status of an icon : the frizzy nimbus of white
hair ; the dark, soulful eyes ; and the vaguely bemused expression have become the
embodiment of the idea of science as a heroic---if occasionally impenetrable---
endeavor. But who, really, was this man who forever transformed our sense of our
place in the universe? In this book, the author has written a brilliant and illuminating
biography that at last separates the man, Albert, from the myth of Einstein and
restores humanity and nuance to a person whom the notoriety of genius has nearly
rendered an abstraction. This book reveals the scientist as very much a young man
of his time---a draft dodger, a self-styled bohemian, a poet, a violinist, and a cocky,
charismatic whirlwind who left personal and professional chaos in his wake.
Overbye’s book is the first biography of the great physicist to focus exclusively on his
life during the first two decades of the century, when he invented relativity, with its
elastic view of space and time, and first glimpsed the quantum chaos in the heart of
atoms---achievements that became pillars of the most far-reaching intellectual
cataclysm of modern history. It was in this world that Albert took his own first steps
toward immortality. But despite his brilliance, he was also a teenager in love---not
only with the exhilarating vistas of physics, but with the extraordinary woman who was
to become his first wife. Mileva Maric was a brooding and gifted Serb mathematician

who was Albert’s dark soul mate, intellectual collaborator and emotional adversary.
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4. The Lincoln enigma ; the changing faces of an American Icon. / edited by

Gabor Boritt. New York : Oxford University Press, 2001.

*In this book, the editor invites renowned Lincoln scholars, and rising new
voices, to take a look at much-debated aspects of Lincoln’s life---including his
suspected gay relationships, his alleged plan to send blacks back to Africa, and his
high-handed treatment of the Constitution. The editor explores Lincoln’s proposals
that looked to a lily-white America. Jean Baker marvels at Lincoln’s loves and
marriage. David Herbert Donald compares Lincoln and Jefferson Davis as
Commanders-in-Chief. Douglas Wilson shows us the young Lincoln---not the strong
leader of popular history, but a man who struggles to find his purpose. Gerald
Prokopowicz searches for the military leader, William C. Harris for the peacemaker,
and Robert Bruce meditates on Lincoln and death. In a final section Gabor Boritt, the
editor, and Harold Holzer offer a fascinating portfolio of Lincoln images in modern art.
Acute and thought-provoking in their observations, this all-star cast of historians---
including two Pulitzer and three Lincon Prize-winners---questions our assumptions of

Lincoln, and provides a new vitality to our ongoing reflections on his life and legacy.

5. Roots of American racism ; essays on the colonial experience. / by Alden T.

Vaughan. New York : Oxford University Press, 1995.

+*This collection of essays explores some of the major events and issues of
interaction between Europeans, Indians, and Africans in English America in the
sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Several of the essays in this
collection address aspects of what, by hindsight, we call “race relations.” Other
essays treat interactions between Europeans and Native Americans that were not
initially based on notions of race but rather on deep cultural differences---over

religion, government, land, law, education, and war, to name only the most obvious
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arenas of early contact between peoples from opposite sides of the Atlantic Ocean.
Some of those contacts were friendly and mutually beneficial ; many were hostile if
not lethal. British America witnessed an often bitter contest of cultures as well as an
unusually blatant exploitation of “races.” This book addresses issues in Indian-white
and black-white relations that seemed important and interesting to us at various times
in the three decades between the earliest essay’s publication and now. This book
approaches some of those issues through analytic narratives that examine how and
why certain events occurred or ideas evolved. Other essays are essentially
historiographical, explaining who wrote what (and sometimes why) about a
controversial episode in early American cultural or racial contact. The temporal
scope of the essays varies widely too : one is confined to a single year (but with
implications far beyond it) ; another’s span is more than three centuries ; most treat a
few cruical years or decades. All of the essays focus primarily on the parts of British
America that became the United States, although one chapter gives considerable
attention to Barbados and another is partly about Canada. In each case the principal
concern had been to examine how the people with the greater military and political
power (almost invariably the Engling colonists) constructed their attitudes and shaped
their actions toward the Indians and Africans in the areas of Anglo-American control.
These are not, therefore, happy stories, but they are stories about historical ideas and
events that were important in their own time and had formative influence on
subsequent American history. The three major parts of the book are organized
around broad central themes or geopolitical regions. Part 1 looks at fundamental
Anglo-American perceptions of Native Americans and Africans and how those
perceptions evolved in significantly different patterns toward the two non-European
peoples. Chapter 1 examines three centuries of Anglo-American perceptions of

Native Americans, which evolved gradually from assumptions' of profound cultural
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difference to a belief in innate racial inferiority. Because those Anglo-American
perceptions and consequent policies owed much to European (especially English)
views of the Indians prior to the full tide of American colonization, chapter 2
reconstructs several English paradigms that emerged before 1607 or in the decades
soon after. Chapter 3 examines the early articulation of a racist ideology in the British
empire as witnessed, and rebutted, by an Anglican minister in Virginia and Barbados.
The final essay the first part (chapter 4) documents how perceptions and treatment of
Indians in Pennsylvania had deteriorated from cultural prejudice in the seventeenth
century to a lethal racial bias in the third quarter of the eighteenth century. Part I
explores cultural and racial interactions in early Virgina. Chapter 5 assesses patterns
of colonial aggression patterns of colonial aggression and Indian resistance that
culminated in bitter warfare from 1622 to 1632 and how that conflict reflected depths
of hostility that had been building since 1607, despite superfician countertrends. By
contrast, Virginians usually made lifelong slaves of Africans and their progeny,
beginning in 1619 (a persistent modern argument for a later date notwithstanding) in
accordance with a rapidly emerging racist ideology that in incipient form had come
from England in the colonists’ psychological baggage. Chapter 6, on Virginia’'s early
black-white relations, examines the evidence of attitudes toward Africans in the 1620s
; chapter 7 traces the long and lively scholarly debate over the origins of American
slavery and American racism. A postscript to the latter essay recounts, and responds
to, a recent contribution to the ongoing “origins” controversy. Part lll focuses on New
England. As in part Il, there is an essay (chapter 8) on the liveliest historiographical
topic of the early years---in this case, the causes of the Pequot War of 1636-37. An
assessment of that hardy perennial is followed in chapter 9 by a close examination of
two episodes in 1638 that raised perplexing legal issues and simultaneously revealed

deep fissures in colonial attitudes toward Native Americans. Chapter 10 is a wide-
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ranging assessment, both qualitative and quantitative, of efforts by New England
colonists and Native Americans between 1620 and 1763 to win cultural converts from
each other. The goal of these exercises in historical investigation is partly to inform
but also to stimulate new research and fresh interpretations. Because the essays are
one historian’s (in the final essay, two historians’) version of the past, they are subject,
as is all scholarship, to challenges from those who favor other readings of the

evidence.
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