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GOLD TREASURES OF THE AYUTTHAYA PERIOD
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Gold Treasures of Ayutthaya

in the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum.
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The main prang at Wat Ratchaburana in Avuithaya, from where a

large number of treasures from the early Avutthayva period were
discovered.
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Gold elephant studded with gems on the caparison. The prosirated
animal seems to pay homage to the Buddha holding a garland in his irunk,
and bears a howdah on his back; from the crypt of the main prang at
Wat Ratchaburana.
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Seated Buddha in high relief made of sheeigold.
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Gold vessels in various forms with ornate decorations, including water
flask, octagonal cup, oval and octagonal covered boxes and the
hamsa-shaped utensil; all from the crypt of the main prang at

Wat Raichaburana, Ayutthaya.
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Hansa-shaped exquisite utensil; the lid is unfortunately missing.

The mouth of the mythical creature is the spout through which perfume or
other cosmetic content can be poured; from the crypt of the main prang ai
Wat Ratchaburana.

aen

w3avtlszdunIaawsany  aulunufnedimaaiu
gasdruasiionuiiiusnlumeadssdanaamena
Tuinliguldaas LLﬁLL@ﬂWﬁﬁa%aqﬂwawuﬁﬁauLamadqﬁmw
PP AR AR SN GMREY

trfifalddainiuyanaiiarfianuiniudimiy
Fnndaaudluns  wWisualouadeniuifady @ dmsy
aywe Lhazdutuneshmia fefiauiaonsm Jamwa
JifuagmAnudaws AN Aatu dawsswnanaen
dumanndasany3maldfiumandeidunasasilams-
uuﬂﬁa Ionhahawman $aku Hanag uazmj“mﬁu ° Aaemu
gulysnaystimay doo au  dandundnguudadidiun
fruienudidygiiugilamalald  waznadutimaid
AUBLAUILE

f19619 9 maUn@fazivatimaaua: T3
analunmwaniinaaduusulsngusantdnaulafionag
matadhe  wazidiuwstinmuazaamsiillafion  doay
wuldmenamsthuliasdiastsemedimantiyinade
wizasdlanes  damslFugvaly  hillasdudvimes
JUwsmMens ¢ tha Wutadu hravamas ade fratfu 4
van TfWan vav Wanmiwsynalsraidaznaanam
myinnla g feSlesnadiumsoifaclafiaudngy
ranaralaazenn

mmmmmmmxﬁwiLﬂ%i@@ﬁd%ﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬁ%ﬂ
los  aumdnsaziimimasniidwnianlssivanueone-
manaw a1 viduumu sy Mlauaues @¥oe va diaa
nnsTINmfresnurdrauinennssnn  Usenauriuilu
UrsdngnasmiEausn  dennlufwadilanednuashanau
dadlnilenafenuaamsnlumsudammasnlaiduiium
il LLazﬁmmﬁ@ﬁ%miﬁﬂﬁaqa%uﬁdﬁma%ﬁaaﬁﬁamﬁwﬁgy
Fulway 92w afl yniduguenawluenann uaznIaeflaniadd
ffeweln warlennatidungan

mnﬁwwﬁﬂimmiﬁmmﬁmwﬁwLﬂumzwmgﬁi
aviudwiuilud  weenmagUihansauamasTsnseyindn
LULaNTRAVI M ERANRNATINEN  DIETIWNTEETIY
7l so-olo WUTTAIBNYEY BlnafTa daviauasr3nsInnT
fndhemasinantoy  wiavaaiiodamamlaid arevihuds
naniiunssshia iuﬁsl’aquﬁwnﬁﬂmﬁuﬁ 0o-65 101
wunszwnsglviasmnaEnmun - saaniedl dugniiauas
3anlseaummsiaimeanasiiawinnn  iuldats
Viashuwasaniwadwde lausnnldmnuouuasin gwesi3
oy ewdnidwumsieusuvasusiamsswnagUueiu
mavnduRemmzeuni  ludlannadeiinmai
vasnnZinauunsznstudy ueanuduinnuios



?c;a' L | | f P

Bt




ANpeEITY uae SNEAWYS TnmaTeduinfo
1“3EJWNU’HHS\“JIEJ"EL?{}J?1‘!@""1”-93@’1L‘L\E’VJGL‘?T’LLE,%"J mahmasnnzing
vunszwnsgUgaziannau  wiamanlszimgniln  w3ad
UsrAuanuaanImenwuIwInInImaldlazmana
Hilogesny lasmmzludlvanyilenuiiaugdlumaimes
wnelwauudmiagdn g laswwzlendmasildlsenay
Awsnssumaanawnsnaznuningdvanaadudiulug  wiue
Awpandadldndennnelwanas  ldwusnniidinauaseinsss
N wazmeaviueantadlny  uehdumeEEaRRwUIL o)
namaalUiiaumue ueigiwadanalsde

aﬁaaﬂ:wﬁ'ﬂ MBS AUANUFINTE AN L
qazdlenadeny duaasiwduldng wu msldnasimndue

1,41311“*-3::vwﬁ§mmmL.é‘m maz*w:'l.wawmm:ﬁwmgﬂwa;w

3

Bu WIEWNERRIA wizwnodung e msldvasdilan
Tanszwnsudiansalanzeng o) iwvann dmitindnanlse-
guanueasmefiiied uwikeavnduinaes q wisilmams
Antiaslsfimeamalssauannniaualanas maugwuan
NWINANUUALNOLIWIAENIFHNTULIIINGLUINDIE V3D
yifluefdianasiian o dunsssmaudldaunwuiiae
aﬁﬂaqﬁﬂ1 fimsldnasmannituniens INaIemMs
dmasalmnlasaaUnannanases  gariluszmens
Fomamuend ) wazdlenaawsewnogl ladndiudaaiua

ashedu whiitundaddmasnniiaway aaaana) con 1
=4 = ' =1 as = (3 L/ L %) =
2DINTFFYBTNNALIITDIRIUNDIFITIA {efaanulsziie-
F=3 o A 7 @ oy . s = M
ﬂﬁﬂmL??U'J%ENT_HJV‘EIJ JIH%WH']%NW\EW% "i]xﬁ{'ﬂﬁ]f'lﬁﬂ’)L\'?W"j"i‘f\7}‘&'

#Iaasendaaldnasnnmasnmniy

FAULUMNEEN FAUAAN UASIANY) Y IE9E 'r'“.ﬂc';l)'.“.“'i?t’liﬁm ae

i s
aIALnNaer) IW@TFVF?‘W'J‘J. LIINA ]’.W’i?ﬂ?,;"'ﬁih'i
Oval and octagonal covered boxes and an octagonal cup; made of gold
and decorated with elaborate floral motifs in relief: from the crypt of the

main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Ceremonial flask in the form of a gourd with the damaged spout.

The two petal decorations on the base have elaborate motifs. One has a
celestial being, while the other has three-headed Naga among the vegetal
decorations. The lid is of the four-headed Brahma; from the crypt of the
main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Miniature pediment in gold, about one metre high; from the cryvpt of
the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Roval sword, one of the five regal articles. The blade made of iron is
double-edged. The scabbard is in gold decorated with floral and flame-like
veeetal motlfs studded with gems in diverse colours. The octagonal hilt is
made of glass: [rom the crvpt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Headdress for roval lady woven with thin gold threads. The outline
follows the hairline and the bun worn in the back:
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Gold plague depicting the standing Buddha in high relief; from
Wat Phra Ram in Ayutthaya. The Buddha stands in the gesture of
dispelling fear in an ornate niche.
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A miniature shoe in gold and gems, a regal deposit from the crypt of
the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Gold trav holding three gold lime boxes and the betel-leaf holder;

from the crvpt of the main prang at Wat Rarchaburana.
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Some articles of roval regalia in miniature, fly-whisks and fans made
in gold; from the crypt of the main prang at War Ratchaburana.
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Two gold plaques from the crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.

Upper : Six seated Buddhas in the gesture of meditation and in elightenment
on the double lotus bases under the Bodhi iree.

Lower : Two rows of seven Buddhas seated in meditation -under

the Bodhi tree, one row upright and the other inverted.
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Various gold objects from the crypt of the main prang at

Wat Ratchaburana: two stemmed round boxes with decorations in relief,
wo bangles with incised decorations and gems; and a number of gold
rings with gems studded in elaborate settings.
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Exquisite flame-like niche in gold as the background of the Buddha
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image; from the crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana
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Antefix decorations of a miniature prang in gold: from the crypt of the
main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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A part of pendant (left) and a part of ornament (right), princely
decorations from the crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Guaruda holding Naga on tripod elaborately sculpted in gold.
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Elephants and horses cut out of gold plagues.
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Gold armlets with colourful gems studded on the petals of floral
designs; from the crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Antefix decoration in gold for miniature prang: from the ervpt of the
main prang af Wat Ratchaburana

(29

@ WILWnssUuannIgl  weswnoquvaseuwuy
¢hs ) Hudludaliannaalnaingamitdluussn Sasiny
g o o . ¢ :
Tunszdnainamme uariamaysue 2989UUNAIT 9
167 @ wuy wail
n. watuHvnes upuliisdnsagaduduldiiodu
sUambdu niagUwswno U
9. WItUNUMRIRUUWIMNG  Aavniduasdwstiden o
| s G & 3
uavniugUauyunasn
A, WIAHUNEIMENEN fD @sInaRsITuTLUYM
\ A o P - Wi ~
dudu ) Svanlsnlng - guGauuivndumie
173 v e
mudulEinlsznay
3 wagwnagUyugs adeiuidend dx lvasd
y -0 o = A e o G
uHunwiugUusineuiuwseasean - anialu
witasadniowelva  wu wawnsgULuL
410971 o N3ALDENNDUAY
3. wazwnsgUasudn  wazwnojUngniillanse-
FNMENTWALLLEMDIaE aaanLlssuEuame
wuymsd  lunguidwsydimundinissdian
atjent
pananldmszwnsgUlaswarRNRNBIm (AN
PHinszuduBuay b deny)  Unnganiwaawys (a9
grasagann waranasnnuaashiidviwadiwvidhaud dou
wtny o aed  amadluwsziFadiamsadasiionszassa
A ' 2/ -] oA [ = 3
nsuasaaamuuuas uddluilfatalnefiowmedn
& A -

d. WTBIFITUITMINGG  LATDINBINWLAINNG
TaumnIQUarIn N TYIHEAILABINIATAITITUTINMS
Wanran iyNaANDEFIE weiiflumsenniazuenaaniiminge
mwndesanniifuiasadaddssmaviall  Anaazieude
maazidulimasiiinm ¢ fu aduFleIu  mItgmasamL

& AV G
wazdu <) Alsiduaadlny
d‘ =3 =

. WAFBsaNe Fusssuifienrasnulnanmeanms
uannnazaNihiagasacee g afeviuguidaunealuln
ud  dadrasdmiadinasimesnuarnnazdmiamn
salilidng  namsni@lunszUnadianaysmein - 39
Farundulngaaduduifoaadiensyen  (Ewszen
wazfluaniGeasihamansyanmsgaiugafansinadg
snldties  w3nmasfiussyadlunaiudiuniiadunsan
anaaNNUITWYTERTneanmnan uazdmmibaiiug

gaafnauluaiiiuanarnidumsawmeianinn aaanau

AT NTUIWIT WIEANEA UAYTIHYINMNIEAITIN

yYIENAININ
Lewudatfagyiiiasssmaianaivinain du

@3aBuunin Jaavn nastne @AS vav Adenleun



R ST
- “w

% -i,_




wrunaauneaaniugUFa IR wIUG T W AHAGIN aT-
T e Ainusn@anidiugy s wh 3 e e (mwas
A3l eandunt Tulwd dulwd (lgme) <1 Tosmawizatien
wazdamuhlilifieunng  esgnansfalviimeiuwasdu
J331908

ﬁféudwﬁm'méw‘ﬁymaﬂ-aﬁqmﬁa T RGEIRIN
viaaeh fafmnalnainagosans o wiasien Mdanstidined
meé’ﬂmmmaamﬁ%mﬁamﬁ%ugﬂié’mﬁaumzmwﬁ
39 Wilahaaihasmsvnedasnaseeesiansyame
Hutaaf ler JnauarmnmeuanIBnSwadaLyIinagl
U HRINNAETIMALLLAENITDNNIDINT  UENAMS
wasuulassonlwifuulnesni

failaddaasmasmamaidasasdnitanulung m
wartnediamaysne meluussansennogivasdy waziadd
WMNAN  LAEMUNEINEINENEITONTBIFATIUNSMYEENTINE-
Indud  dudedafiadmnealn  duduafansunias
wudmisenamalann  saussdszsliimamenasyingy-
ihededyaumamag 9

o. 3150 Mnddudwnulitisamnuddiseuay
gnewseaniuideh nsnivadiukuwauiun amdn @
NS UASIUNSINTENNA  Lotamein3nemesnesLasmms
Juldmudiwnn  uaeshalsiudaududnaduadlu
neGagsEnwuan  UstnaumdneaPuneasaswaGas
dum uaziigued eidnesvoilunszwnoman Aaldsan

- '3 2 P = ay ¥
SEANN RIAENY ﬁ‘mm'ﬁaawaaqwﬁmmmﬁ

RAETBAIMAIAT yuEeEmIIaIm  savavaszaliiuaesasnsyan
WASAIESETIENNLTE AT UNBUIAUAE TR )"'.'HZHL‘???

" = & - ) v PR -
WIEWND FUNEIe IIREUITINANLALIIINATIUNEAT 4‘5‘1'@??;f?§WU‘£;L-‘T«"‘J;—!
AR TITLTUE

s

Miniature chedi in gold beawtifully decorated with gems in all colours.
The dome-shaped chedi contained a glass chedi, gold Buddha image
and an inscription on sheetgold, when found in the crypt of the main
prang at Wat Ratchaburana






&,
flasnfidduaninanisluiisudiuainug
WHWNBIAMLLLEN &) NWIN @ NEMT Ad
©) VWINNUNDITNHITAN MY U o WK
Fowtlwngwsztnedianaysoe FPuotan NeImTIne
muliuddauliveg R A luntifedasnssauasfay-
9 Tunmizﬂﬂaﬁimmwimz B8 Wl lodos FRIENEGT-
sttt wed eniludeulilumilida Ars Asiatigues
Tull wel mdor uarlumiadansmsdnddnan  wWel ndos
aswiloddeulddmannmaiouwiying  Jalddadere
Tqmriaaum dszdszant ldmiandalvaiaunae waclel
s eauns B lumbdansasdathng  avudauiuenan

oo
B) MINAUVDT TATINU FILANTEUAU BUNAUAT-

v Amiansruaseagsndna o win maleldndee
umbedathnal o Idnsufiathnsaulidle wet oo lag
Aualsans yntaenad wazauuin Adia dudau war san.
wde awiys Wudula leemahnindhednessssudmum
(Fnwslnamile) dummndnygmwnsamamsh oo Wi
NINWILBTINUN AFEN wisemu uazufadytum ue
Falaimefnamieuns  Masmawnlauazdmunaniugnt’
lueds  deddoulydumdsdddadmnlylivedyauind
A | » | v \yvada €

nuwellamadeuwazamdselnd - FeilaiuladRamen

Pudlumilofa minlulszmdlny @u @ wel wdow
o) INMTLLYBIDINSY MU I S8y Nanws

& 2 | ¥ ¥ owvaA v 2 o o
Vi e wih weamwlaliu® fdouldvalinmnedu wiomanu
' = @ = 3 - ' i -1
wiswrnedusmwauasuns  tamit anlilnalldenadan

GNUNINNENAT UASAALINAXNNENFT lmnngwsssainn oy s

Round covered box and a bunch of areca-nuts in gold; from the crypt

of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Gold plate cut in form of myvthical animals, from the cryvpt

of the main prang at Wai Rarchaburana.
VAN

Crown, from the crvpt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana
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Ornate antefix decoration of a miniature edifice in gold and gems:
from the erypt of the main prang at Wat Raichaburana.
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Gold Treasures of Ayutthaya
in the Chao Sam Phraya
National Museum

Gold Treasures of the Ayutthaya Period

In 1957 the archaeologists of the Fine
Arts Department conducted an excavation at the
crypt of the main prang of Wat Ratchaburana
in Ayutthaya. The rich find, one of the most signi-
ficant in the history of Thai archaeology. led
to the discovery of some two thousand objects
reflecting religious and aristocratic life in the
early Ayutthaya period. Among the thousands
of objects the most important pieces are the arti-
cles of royal regalia such as crowns and swords,
and the princely ornaments of various types of
neck and chest decorations, necklaces, armlets,
bracelets and rings. Also important are the reli-
gious objects including gold plaques depicting
the Buddha, a large number of fine Buddha
images in the round and the votive tablets.
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Gold plagque depicting walking Buddha; from the crypt of the main
prang @t Wat Ratchaburana
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It is believed that many of these artifacts
belonged to the two elder of King Intharacha's
three sons, who both returned to Ayutthaya to
seize the throne when they heard of their father’s
death. Meeting near the palace, they fought a
dual on elephant back and both were killed, The
youngest son, who was not involved in the fight,
then automatically ascended the throne as Phra
Borom Rachathirat.

To make merit for his dead brothers, the
new king built two chedis on the spot where they
died, and the main prang in Wat Ratchaburana
to enshrine their belongings and votive objects.

The treasure of Wat Ratchaburana survived
the destruction of Ayutthaya by the Burmese
in 1767 and remained hidden in the crypt until
their discovery. Today most of them are displayed
in a special room at the Chao Sam Phraya National
Museum in the ancient capital.

Ayutthaya, a river island city-state founded
in 1350 by King U Thong, later crowned King
Ramathibodi I, remained the Thai capital for
417 years until its fall. During the long period
Thai kings were influenced by the practice of
divine kingship. Thus, Ayutthaya kings, upon
coronation were invested with the trappings and
ceremony of Brahmanic rituals and retitled with
the names of Hindu gods. Complex Brahmin
ceremonies endowed Ayutthaya kings with a
divine aura. The royal palace was magnificent
to represent the celestial abode of Hindu deities.

Ayutthaya rapidly grew in strength, and
at its zenith maintained control over the central
and lower Chao Phraya river basin, parts of Burma
and much of the Malay peninsula. For both
economic and military reasons a kingdom's
strength was then judged by its manpower.

The economy of the Ayutthaya period
was based primarily on rice monoculture ; the
commerce on teak, salt, spices, hides and other
basic commodities. As Ayutthaya grew, it became
increasingly dependent on village produce, and
the merchant class began to flourish. Additionally,
external trade was conducted under royal au-
thority or under license, the Crown again levying
taxes. In this fashion, the kings established
widespread levy system to finance the royal court,
wars and public works such as building monas-
teries, fortresses and canals. Subjects paid taxes
in food, cash, precious metals or corvée labour.






Through such central controls, trade flou-
rished both in the kingdom and abroad. As
the economy prospered, new classes of craftsmen
such as swordmakers, goldsmiths and jewellers
emerged. Trade and commercial specification
developed simultaneously to serve the new eco-
nomy.

According to the foreign records of the
17th century, the island capital was an awesome
walled city some 10 Kms in circumference, con-
taining hundreds of glittering, gilded temples,
towering spires and golden Buddha images.
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Gold Buddha seated in meditation in niche under the Bodhi tree;
from the crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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On the more than 50 Kms of waterways glided
ornately carved royal barges, Arab dhows, Chinese
junks, ocean-going schooners, European barques
and lesser rivercrafts transporting goods to and
from all corners of the kingdom. The city's 40
Kms of roads were alive with merchants, artisans,
sedate ecclesiastics, noblemen, soldiers, cavalry
and caparisoned war elephants adorned with
bejewelled harnesses. Because of a flourishing
maritime trade, many foreign items of great
value made their way into Ayutthaya from Persian
rugs and lamps to exquisite Chinese and Japanese
works of art.

In the 18th century the kingdom was at
its lowest ebb, and the Burmese invaders arrived
at the capital in 1767. After a fifteen-month siege
Ayutthaya was irreparably destroyed by the enemy.
Monateries and palaces were emptied of priceless
treasures. Most written histories of the Thai people
were reduced to ashes in an orgy of vandalism,
and a once resplendent.city of one million was
left with some ten thousand inhabitants.

Since the fall of Ayutthaya in the late 18th
century many people went to the ancient capital
to dig the legendary treasures out of the dete-
riorated monuments. This illegal practice con-
tinued on until the time of King Mongut, who
issued a decree in 1854 that the people living
near the ancient monuments should take care
of them in whatever size and state they were and
how important they had been in the past.

Later in 1930's when collecting Buddhist
amulets was very fashionable, illegal diggings
at the monuments in ruins became prevalent
again, especially in Ayutthaya. To stop this
revitalized vandalism, the then Prime Minister
Phibulsonggram established the Committee of
Restoration of Ayutthaya in July, 1956.

Consequently, the Fine Arts Department
launched the restoration of Wat Mahathat in
Ayutthaya as its first monument to conserve,
which had originally been constructed in 1374
during the reign of King Phangua. In the follow-
ing month of August the archaeologists from
the Department discovered some 20 gold objects
under the base of the chedi, a super-structure
built on the large main prang. Besides the gold
objects, votive tablets made of clay, gold plaques
depicting Buddha images were also unearthed.
Among all the discoveries, the most important
was the gold plaque depicting the U Thong style
Buddha, 48 cms tall.
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Gold Buddha seated in the gesture of enlightenment under the Bodhi
tree; from the crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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From the miniature prangs at the cardinal
points built on the base of the main prang, they
found a reliquary of the Buddha's relics, along
with gold votive tablets, gold rings and bronze
Buddha images.

The news of the discovery at Wat Mahathat
soon came to be known to the public, and treasure
hunters ventured to conduct illegal diggings
at almost every ancient structrues in Ayutthaya.
The Fine Arts Department alone was not able
to look after the large scale looting.

The second monument to be renovated by
the Department was the prang at Wat Phra Ram,
which had originally been erected in 1369 by
King Ramesuan at the cremation site of his father
King U Thong, the founder of Ayutthaya. During
the primary excavation conducted in 1958, the
archaeologists found two plaques depicting the
Buddha, six silver Buddha images and many
votive tablets of the U Thong period, along with
gold and silver beads.

The next ancient structure excavated of-
ficially was the prangs at Wat Chai Wattanaram,
originally constructed by King Prasat Thong
in 1630. Though the ancient structrues had
already been disturbed by the treasure hunters,
many precious objects were unearthed in the
crypt of the main prang.

As mentioned earlier, the rich find from
Wat Ratchaburana is one of the most significent
in the history of Thai archaeology. It is said that
in 1957 when looters staged illegal diggings for
the first time at the main prang of the wat, they
did not get down to the main crypt. When it be-
came known to the concerned officials, the Fine
Arts Department planned to excavate it immediate-
ly, but was delayed for some unavoidable causes.
In the meantime, the looters went back to the
main prang, this time digging down to the upper
chamber of the crypt. In there they found a large
number of treasures, most of which were im-
mediately handed over to the dealers and collec-
tors. It is impossible to tell exactly how many
treasures were found at the time. Only a few
pieces including the crown and sword were caught
by the police and sent to the Department. How-
ever, according to the report made by the police,
it can be summarized roughly that the precious
objects stolen at that time included small gold
objects weighing 75K gs, which were divided into
30 portions among the looters ; and a large gold
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Gold Buddha seated in the gesture of meditation in ornate niche
under the Bodhi tree; from the crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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piece more than 10 Kgs in weight that was difficult
to divide among them. According to some antique
dealers and the cultural officer of the province,
the items reported to the police were even less
than one third of the whole amount taken away
illegally. Only after then the archaeologists from
the Department excavated the crypt down to the
bottom, and they found 2,121 artifacts, many
of which were in gold and elaborately studded
with gems.

To house the treasures from the crypt,
the Government officers agreed to construct a
National Museum, which is now known as the
Chao Sam Phraya. They decided to raise donations
by selling the less important objects such as copies
of votive tablets. The fund raised amounted
almost 3.5 million baht. Now, thus constructed
Chao Sam Phraya National Museum contains
the cultural relics of Ayutthaya Kingdom, found
mainly from Wat Ratchaburana and also from
other Buddhist monuments in the old capital.
The Museum was opened graciously by Their
Majesties the King and the Queen on December
26 in 1961.

The majority of the gold collection of the
Chao Sam Phraya National Museum is from the
crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
It also includes artifacts discovered at other
monuments such as Wat Mahathat, Wat Phra
Ram, Wat Chai Wattanaram, Wat Pradu
Songtham, Wat Yai Chai Mongkhon, etc.

The collection is divided into two rooms.
The first room is named Wat Ratchaburana, and
the other Wat Mahathat. The first room has the
treasures exclusively from Wat Ratchaburana,
while the second keeps all the gold pieces from
the other wats in Ayutthaya, having the reliquary
placed on the magnificent throne in the middle
of the room. A part of the treasures from Wat
Ratchaburana is currently on display in the Na-
tional Museum, Bangkok.

The gold collection of the Chao Sam Phraya
National Museum can be divided into eight
categories: articles of royal regalia, princely
ornaments, royal vessels, Buddha images, tri-
butary items, offerings to the deceased, inscrip-
tions and relics of the Buddha.






Articles of Royal Regalia

The royal regalia of the Ayutthaya period
comprised five articles, all of which follow the
specifications of the ancient royal tradition derived
originally from India: Victory Crown, Sword of
Auspicious Victory, Walking Stick, a pair of Fan
and Fly-Whisk, and finally a pair of Shoes.

According to the historical accounts, in
the early Bangkok period especially at the coro-
nation of King Rama II, two more articles were
added to the five; Diadem and State Umbrella.

The most important article of royal regalia
found at Wat Ratchaburana by the archaeologists
is the Victory Sword, 115 cms long. The double-
edged blade is made of iron, which has partly
been rusted off. Its scabbard is made of gold, and
studded with various gems. The mouth of the
scabbard is elaborately decorated with various
floral motifs and flame-like vegetal designs. The
hilt is octagonal made of glass, and gold is coated
along the eight edges. The handle is hexagonal,
but rounded at the tip which is beautifully deco-
rated with precious stones.

Unfortunately, it is said that the Victory
Crown was taken by the looters, as well as other
precious headdresses in various forms and sizes.
The other regal articles found at Wat Ratcha-
burana include a shoe, fan, fly-whisk and sun-
shade. All of them are miniature imitations spe-
cially fabricated as funeral deposits, but made
extremely elaborate. For example, the fly-whisk
is made of handful of gold threads.
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Gold Buddha seated in enlightenment in ornate niche under the

Bodhi tree. flanked by two prominent disciples named Moggalana and
Sariputra; from the crvpt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.






Princely Ornaments

The royal costumes were also found in
the crypt, which included exquisitely patterned
salongs, shirts and shawls. Being made of fragile
fabric, all of them were totally deteriorated as
they were exposed to the air when the archaeo-
logists tried to remove them from the crypt, in
which they had been sealed for more than five
centuries. Only those made of gold thread sur-
vived including headdresses, various types of
necklaces, armlets, bracelets, bangles and rings.

Headdresses

There are two important headdresses
among the finds of princely ornaments; one for
prince and the other for princess. The former
is a small crown beatifully adorned with all sorts
of gems, probably to wear on the topknot. On
the other hand, the latter is made of thin gold
wires woven into a bonnet with floral motifs on
the sides and the top. Its general shape follows
the hairline of a lady, with the circle in the rear
for the bun. This was probably for a princess
not only to adorn her hair but also to keep it tidy.

Neck and Chest Ornaments

There are three different types of decora-
tions worn around the neck and the chest,
namely Krong So, Sangwaln and Tap Suang.

Krong So type is made of a number of flat
gold plates, put together to wear around the
shoulders. The middle piece is bigger and much
more elaborate than the rest, having its lower
end pointed in the form of a flower, studded with
various gems. It is also outlined with small floral
motifs decorated with gems.
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Gold Buddha in enlightenment; from the crvpt of the main prang at
Wat Mahathat.






Sangwaln and Tap Suang

Diverse type of Sangwaln type necklaces
were found, mostly broken into pieces. They are
exquisitely decorated with motifs and studded
with gems, the central one larger than the others.
Strings of small pearls are attached along the
lower rim. Interestingly, some decorative motifs
are similar to those popular in Islamic art. Many
necklaces made of beads and small bells have also
been found. Some others have beautiful pendants
attached to the elaborate chains.

Armlets

There are two types of armlets among the
arm ornaments; Phahurat and Thong Phra Korn.
Phahurats are slightly larger than the bracelets,
but usually have pointed upper part, and the
lower part curves upward following the outline
of the upper rim. In contrast, Thong Phra Korn
is plain, cylinder-like, made of flat rectangular
gold plate rounded and joined at the ends. All
the armlets are of masterful workmanship, ex-
quisitely decorated with floral motifs and studded
with gems.

Bracelets

Many bracelets are strings of beads or
small bells.

Bangles

Gold bangles not only for wrest but also
for ankle are found in a large number. Some are
plain, while other have exquisitely incised de-
corations. Usually the small ones are solid, and
the large ones are hollow.

Rings

Hundreds of rings in various sizes have
been discovered in the crypt. Some large ones
could have been for toes. Many of them bear the
traces of being worn out. Among them the most
interesting ones are those studded with ruby in
the carved settings of lion, cow with suckling
calf, flowers, etc.
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Standing Buddha in dispelling fear in relief on gold plate; from the
crypt of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Gold Buddha seated in enlightenment in ornate niche under the
Bodhi tree. The halo of the Buddha is decorated with ruby; from the crypt
of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Royal Vessels

Many elaborate utencils were discovered
in the crypt including cosmetic containers such
as tray, stemmed plated, covered boxes to keep
perfume, powder, bee-wax and medicinal herbs.
Another important category of the vessels is the
betel-nut sets comprising the holders of lime,
areca-nut and vetel leaves, together with the tray
and spittoon.

Besides the above-mentioned utilitarian
articles, other miniature decorative and cere-
monial objects are also found. An exquisite con-
tainer is composed of body and the lid connected
together with gold chain, which could have been
snuff box. Weights are in the form of watercraft
in various sizes both in gold and silver, each set
put together with chain, A cluster of areca-nuts
which might have been ritual object for royal
ceremonies. The gourd-shaped ceremonial vessel
with the elaborate lid and the elongated leaves
on both sides of the base. On one leaf is carved an
celestial being, and on the other is three-headed
Naga surrounded by tendril designs. The lid is
sculpted into the four-faced Brahma. The pros-
trated elephant is one of the masterpieces dis-
covered in the crypt, which might have been a
princely wedding present. The miniature animal
in gold decorated with gems, is very naturallis-
tically moulded with its trunk raised to uphold
a garland.

Buddha Images

The gold Buddha images found both at
Wat Ratchaburana and Wat Mahathat can be
divided into five groups: Gold plaques in relief;
Buddha images cut out of sheetgold; Buddha
images in relief portrayed in niche under the
Bodhi tree; Bigger Buddha images in high relief
made of gold plate in the styles of U Thong Il or
Early Ayutthaya; and Buddha images in the
round with thick hair curls standing in the
style of the Dvaravati period. One Sri Lankan
image in meditation belongs to this group.

Besides the gold Buddha images mentioned
above, silver Buddha images are also found in a
large quantity. Most of them bear the influences
of Angkorian, Sukhothai and U Thong arts.

Two Hindu images are also found in the
crypt, holding a club and wearing Angkorian
dresses, yet with strong Thai workmanship.






Tributary Items

Among the finds from the crypt there are
a few evidently foreign objects that might have
come to Ayutthaya as tributes. They include
Chinese gold covered box in the form of a lion
and Arabian gold medals.
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Garuda holding Naga elaborately sculpted in gold; from the crypt
of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Offerings to the Deceased

It has long been a funeral custom that
valuable and cherished belongings of the deceased
are deposited together with the ashes of the dead.
The relatives make votive offerings specially
fabricated for the occasion in the gesture of
making merits.

Most of the treasures found in the crypt
at Wat Ratchaburana were the possessions of
the two princes, both died in the elephant dual
as mentioned in the beginning. Some part of
them must have been inherited to them from
their royal ancestors. Naturally they are older
than the early 15th century when the main prang
was constructed to enshrine their ashes. A large
number of votive objects were probably made
by the third prince. Their close followers must
have donated their treasures to the deceased as
the token of their homage. Among the votive
objects the most important pieces are Buddhist
in nature such as the miniature chedi, Bodhi tree,
Bodhi leaf and an ornate prang in gold about
one metre high. This particular piece is damaged,
but has all the details minutely represented,
probably made as a copy of the original prang at the
wat. The architectural style in general is
Khmer but with naturalistically sculpted as it
is in Thai architecture. Besides, there are three
miniature chedis found in the crypt, one of which
enshrined a gold Buddha image covered in a
smaller chedi in glass.

An inscription is also found in the minia-
ture chedi, which bears the information written
in Khmer script that the court Brahmin named
Si Chandra Phanu Chaiwat dedicated these holy
objects to the deceased in the gesture of merit
making. This particular chedi is domeshaped
in the typical Sri Lankan architectural style,
and is beautifully studded with gems on the floral
motifs.

Also found are the various mythical crea-
tures of the Himavanta forest including hamsa
bird, celestial horse, elephantine lion, elephant
with wings, along with celestial beings. Utili-
tarian vessels including betelnut sets are also
discovered, along with ceremonial articles. Ani-
mals of longevity such as fish and turtle are found
abundantly.



Cover of the votive stupa, made of gold and precious stone and receplacle

containing Buddha’s relics inside from the crypt of Wat Mahathat.
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Deva and the mythical creatures of the Himavanta forest, including
horse with wings, elephant with wings and a mythical bird; from the crypt
of the main prang at Wat Ratchaburana.
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Inscriptions

Many fragmentary inscriptions are found
in the crypt. The most important among them
are the five, written on gold plates. The infor-
mations on three of them are included in an article
of the Silpakorn Journal published in September,
1985. The other two are written in the Lanna
Thai script in Pali language of the 15th century.
They contain verses form the Dhammapada of
the Tripitaka. The details can be found in the In-
scriptions of Thailand Volume V published in
1986. Other inscriptions are on less precious
materials such as tin, silver, and on the back of
baked clay votive tablets. Many of the votive
tablets bear inscriptions written in Chinese,
suggesting that the Chinese community in
Ayutthaya was well established, and the Budd-
hists in the community fabricated a large
number of them to deposit in the crypt to make
merits for the two deceased princes.

The Relics of the Buddha

The worship of the Buddha’s relics which
had flourished in Sukhothai with the influence
of Sri Lankan Buddhism, continued on to the
early Ayutthaya period. As the Kingdom’s pres-
tige and pride the royal monasteries named Wat
Mahathat, Wat Phra Ram and Wat Ratchaburana
were established in the capital to enshrine the
relics of the Buddha as well as the remains of
the Buddha’s prominent disciples. They were
found in the chedis and prangs erected at the
cardinal points in the monateries.

Especially, the relics discovered in the
crypt of the main prang at Wat Mahathat are
believed to be the genuine relics of the Buddha,
which is in the size of one third of a rice grain
kept in the sandal oil in the gold casket. The
casket was then encased by seven layers of minia-
ture chedis, one on top of the other, each made
of tin, silver, gold and copper alloy called Nak,
evony, rosewood, glass and finally gold. Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
paid a visit to the Chao Sam Phraya National
Museum to pay homage to the Buddha’s relics
on March 11, 1986 on her way to Burma.

The gold treasures from the ancient capital
of Ayutthaya are invaluable cultural relics of
the Thai people, and the officers of the Chao Sam
Phraya National Museum feel extremely proud,
as well as responsible, in taking care of these
masterful artifacts date from the 15th century.
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