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Abstract

The provincial Development Budget of the House of People’s
Representatives or commonly known as the MP budget was established in 1968.
Under the law, minister in pose can not also be a MP at same time. As such
government was quite concern to lose support from the MP, therefore, the
Provinciai Development Budget had been allocated to government’s MP to
support devetopment of their local provinces. In 1993 fiscal year, this budget
item was divided into two parts. First 5 million Baht was provided to special
development projects proposed by the MP himself. This budget ailocation was
under the regulation of the Office of the Prime Minister 1993, The other portion
of the Budget 15 million Baht was distributed to government agencies or state
enterprises’ development project within the province. To receive the budget
{ocal authorities must submit a proposal through the provincial MP. Provision of
the latter portion of the MP budget was under the regulation of the Bureau of
Budget 1994.

This special budget has specia! characteristics when compare to others
countries. Such France, England, the United States of America, and the Federal
Republic of German. One crucial finding is that there is no other countries that

provide similar budget item as Thailand.

In addition to qualitative approach in study, this study also conducted a
survey 1o evaluate impacts of the MP’s budget on samples localities. Khon-
Khaen, Lampang, and Samutsongkharm were chosen to be areas of field study
in this research. The reason of selecting these three provinces as case study
was they were the sample of the province which got the high, moderate, and
low allocated of the MP’s budget respectiveiy. 1,200 copies of questionnaire
were distributed to the respondents is every electoral areas both in the

municipal and sanitary districts, and countryside.




The result from the survey can be summarized as followed:

1) the respondents were misunderstood that the government provided
this budget according to the MP’s request to use in provincial
development projects. While some believe that it was the personal
money of the MP.

2) 45 percent of the respondents said that this budget has no benefit in
provincial development.

3) 20 percent of the respondent believed that there was irregular in this
bﬁdget aliocation, while other 43 percent said it was useless to keep
this budget.

4) Most of the respondents believed that this budget shouid not be kept
at central level. But instead it should allocated tc Tambon

Organization or Tambon Council as a subsidy budget.

Moreover, the researchers have also investigated from various
documents and found that there were both who agreed and disagreed with the

budget allocating.

Of course, the MP were among those who agreed to the allocating of the
MP’s budget. There should not be any doubt, since they were the ones who
gained most from this budget.

The argument to keep the budget was that only central budget ailocation
may not be able to actually meet demand of local people in specific area. The
MPs who were closed to the local people know precise needs and all the local
problems far better than central agencies who propose for central budget
allocation.

On the other hand, the argument to abolish the budget came from
academics, general people and also some of the MPs. They believed that the
government itself has to responsible for budget spending. While the MPs main
concern is only on legislative function. They have nothing to do with budget
spending. The allocation of The MP budget was contradicted with the Financial
Law which the budget should have a specific purposes-in spending, it shouid not

be freely distributed similar to the MP’s budget,




In addition, the researchers also found that the electoral vote casting was
significantly correlated with amount of the allocation of the MP budget in
sampled areas. This would implied that the MP budget has been used as
canvass budget and the MP mostly gained benefit from the budget while the
others candidates have no such privileges. Corruption was another issue that
investigated by the researchers, and it couid not explicitly found any irregularity
in budgeting process. However, the person who could join in bidding

in many local projects were somehow closed link to the MPs.

In conclusion, the researchers agreed that the MP’s budget should be
abolished. The budget was complied to the constitution drafted by the
Constitution Drafting Assembly in article 181 paragraph 6 and 7. Furthermore,
this budget should be aliocated to the local administrative organizations and
aliow them to make their own decisions which conform with the bureaucratic
and administrative decentralization to local governments. However, the initiative
of budget planning proposed to the administration by th MP was still important

because they were ciose to the people and understood the needs of people in

specific areas.
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