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FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW

1. “A perilous escape from Pyongyang”. / by Bertil Lintner. Far Eastern Economic Review.
Vol.170 No.5 (June 2007) : 28-32.
*%* This article explores North Korean refugees emigrate through China to Southeast
Asia. As long as misery prevails in the country, the stream of refugees through China to
Thailand is likely to continue, and unscrupulous gangs will go on profiting from other people’s
misfortune and dreams of a better life outside North Korea. But with North Korea defying and
antagonizing the international community by playing the nuclear card, and doing precious little

to vitalize its moribund economy, that is not likely to happen anytime.

2. “China’s last option : let the yuan soar”. / by Michael Pettis. Far Eastern Economic

Review. Vol.170 No.5 (June 2007) : 10-15.

+3* This article is about monetary conditions in China, that are out of control. China
has been caught in a money trap, and it is not at all obvious how it can escape. The trap
consists of self-reinforcing structures in which cause and effect are intertwined. At the heart of
this is the trade surplus. China’s trade surplus means, by definition, that it produces more than
it consumers. If it produces substantially more than it consumers, as it currently does, the
Chinese economy is forced to run a substantial trade surplus. The author predicts a nasty

hangover for a country drunk on money.
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3. “Hong Kong’s arrested development”. /by Friedrich Wu. Far Eastern Economic Review.
Vol.170 No.5 (June 2007) : 24-27.
+3* This article examines Hong Kong’s economy development after the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region reaches the 10-year anniversary of the territory’s reunion with
its sovereign in China. The author asserts that hubris will cause Hong Kong to lose its position
as China’s window on the world by 2017. The usurpation of Hong Kong’s economic role as
the uncontested interface between China and the rest of the world by some of the mainland’s

first-tier cities will be as inevitable as it is inexorable.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

1. “Al Qaeda strikes back”. / by Bruce Riedel. Foreign Affairs. Vol.86 No.3 (May/June

2007) : 24-40.

X By rushing into Iraq instead of finishing off the hunt for Osama bin Laden,
Washington has unwittingly helped its enemies: al Qaeda has more bases, more partners and
more followers today than it did on the eve of of 9/11. Now the group is working to set up
networks in the Middle East and Africa-and may even try to lure the United States into a war
with Iran. Washington must focus on attacking al Qaeda’s leaders and ideas and altering the

local conditions in which they thrive.
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2. “Bush and the Generals”. /by Michael C. Desch. Foreign Affairs. Vol.86 No.3
(May/June 2007) : 97-108.
*3* The rift between U.S. military and civilian leaders did not start with George W.
Bush, but his administration’s meddling and disregard for military expertise have made it
worse. The new defense secretary must restore a division of labor that gives soldiers authority
over tactics and civilians authority over strategy-or risk discrediting civilian control of the

military even further.

3. “Containing Russia”. /by Yuliya Tymoshenko. Foreign Affairs. Vol.86 No.3 (May/June
2007) : 69-82.
+3* Russia’s imperial ambitions did not end with the fall of the Soviet Union. The
Kremlin has returned to expansionism, trying to recapture great-power status at the expense of
its neighbors, warns one of Ukraine’s most prominent politicians. The United States and
Europe must counter with a strong response-one that keeps Russia in check without sparking a

new Cold War.

4. “Healthy old Europe”. /by Nicholas Eberstadt and Hans Groth. Foreign Affairs. Vol.86
No.3 (May/June 2007) : 55-68.
+3* The population of western Europe is aging steadily, and the region’s birthrate is
well below the replacement level, but Europe’s elderly are exceptionally healthy. That means
they could be more productive for longer than their predecessors were. If western European
governments learn to tap this potential, healthy aging could become the region’s next great

economic asset.
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5. How biofuels could starve the poor”. / by C. Ford Runge and Benjamin Senauer. Foreign
Affairs. Vol.86 0.3 (May/June 2007) : 41-53.
+3* Thanks to high oil prices and hefty subsidies, corn-based ethanol is now all the rage
in the United States. But it takes so much supply to keep ethanol production going that the
price of corn-and those of other food staples-is shooting up around the world. To stop this
trend, and prevent even more people from going hungry, Washington must conserve more and

diversify ethanol’s production inputs.

6. “Let women rule”. /by Swanee Hunt. Foreign Affairs. Vol.86 0.3 (May/June 2007) :

109-120.

X8 Although women have made large strides professionally over the last century,
politics remains a man’s world. Significant barriers stand in the way of more women assuming
positions of political leadership-not least women’s own attitudes. If serious efforts are not
made to break down these barriers, the world will miss out on the benefits that women can

bring to policymaking.

JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY ASIA

1. “Business association in China : two regional experiences”. /by Jianjun Zhang. Journal

of Contemporary Asia. Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007) : 209-231.

*%* This article compares different practices of business associations in two localities in
China-Wuxi and Wenzhou-and examines the internal linkage between associational practices
and patterns of economic development. In Wuxi, business associations are organised and run
by government in a top-down approach, and serve as state corporatist instruments ; while in
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Wenzhou, there emerged many grass-roots business associations initiated and governed by
entrepreneurs from bottom-up, working for societal purposes. The distinctive associational
practices in the two localities are linked with their local economic development patterns :
government-led development in Wuxi versus entrepreneur-initiated development in Wenzhou.
The article concludes that the growth of private entrepreneurship and the spread of market
relations, together with the willingness of government to leave space to societal actors, are the

primary conditions for autonomous, vibrant business associations to occur.

2. “The Free Aceh Movement : Islam and democratisation”. /by Damien Kingsbury.

Journal of Contemporary Asia. Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007) :166-189.

** The Free Aceh Movement (GAM) has been characterised by some observers and
the Indonesian government as being a radical Islamic organisation intent on establishing an
Islamic state in northern Sumatra. This article explores GAM’s relationship with Islam and
shows that while GAM members are devout Muslims and that Islam pervades their political
thinking, the organisation and its members are explicitly opposed to the creation of an Islamic
state or the imposition of Islamic law. The article reports how senior members of GAM’s
hierarchy discuss their personal relationship with Islam, noting consistencies and differences in
their approaches. A common theme is that Islam provides a motive for the struggle, based on
notions of justice and equality, and that these and related aspects of Acehnese political
organisation provide the groundwork for a functional form of democracy in Aceh’s post-peace

settlement environment.

3. “The hegemonic work of automated election technology in the Philippines”. / by
Brendan Luyt. Journal of Contemporary Asia. Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007) :139-165.
*3* This article addresses the political role of information technology in the
Philippines. It uses a theoretical framework inspired by Antonio Gramsci to examine the
discourse surrounding automated elections in two major daily papers, the Philippine Daily

Inquirer and Business World Philippines. It argues that this discourse strengthens current
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conceptions of the development process by appealing to the interests not only of the dominant
fraction of capital in the country today, but also to the middle class. Such operations are

essential for the creation of an historic bloc capable of exercising hegemony.

4. “The Korean economic crisis and working women”. / by Haejin Kim and Paula B. Voos.

Journal of Contemporary Asia. Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007) :190-208.

*%* This article evaluates the impact of the 1997 Korean economic crisis on female
employees. Facts on employment, labour force participation, and the changing nature of jobs
(permanent/temporary) tend to support “buffer” theories of women’s employment.
Occupational sex segregation was reduced substantially between 1997 and 2002 ; nonetheless,
the unexplained portion of the wage differential between men and women (a proxy for wage
discrimination) in creased. The crisis created setbacks for the equality of working women in
Korea ; however, new realities stimulated a changed strategy in the form of a union for

contingent and small-firm workers among Korean women.

5. “The transformation of Korean business groups after the Asian Crisis”. / by Soonkyoo

Choe and Chinmay Pattnaik. Journal of Contemporary Asia. Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007)

: 232-255.

*3* This study examines the evolution of Korean business groups after the economic
crisis. In particular, we investigate the post-crisis changes in their business structure and
corporate governance system, which are argued to be major precipitating factors leading to the
economic crisis. Our analysis suggests that the divestment intensity of non-core, highly
indebted and low intra-group trade firms was higher for groups which survived the economic
crisis, compared to the bankrupt groups. Besides, most surviving groups did not pursue
diversification as actively as before the crisis, and their financial conditions remained
favourable in the post-crisis period. The corporate governance of the groups has also
improved in terms of corporate transparency, implementation of monitoring mechanisms and

their accountability to shareholders. Therefore, it seems that Korean business groups have
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successfully implemented radical corporate transformation to adapt to the changed business
environment after the crisis. But, the dominance of family management still remains as an

important feature of Korean business groups.

THE REVIEW OF POLITICS

1. “Nietzsche’s Human, All Too Human and the problem of culture”. / by Paul Franco.

The Review of Politics. Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007) : 215-243.

X8 Human, All Too Human has received less critical attention than many of
Nietzsche’s other works, and yet it constitutes a crucial turning point in Nietzsche’s overall
philosophical development. This essay argues that the problem of culture that had preoccupied
Nietzsche in his earlier works continues to animate his thinking in Human, All Too Human,
but his position on this problem changes fundamentally. Instead of attributing the
fragmentation of modern culture to the uncontrolled growth of science and looking to art and
myth to restore cultural unity, Nietzsche now explores the possibility of grounding culture on
scientific knowledge. This new concept of culture requires a critique of the Wagnerian
romantic-artistic cultural project, which Nietzsche reveals rests on erroneous religious, moral,
and ultimately metaphysical assumptions. The radical critique of these latter assumptions

forms a bridge to Nietzsche’s mature philosophy.

2. “QOakeshott’s politics for gentlemen”. /by Steven J. Wulf. The Review of Politics.

Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007) : 244-272.

+3* Michael Oakeshott’s concerns about political developments in twentieth century
Europe seem to shape his philosophical writings. Yet Oakeshott persistently portrays himself

as a philosopher who has little practical interest in politics. This essay argues that Oakeshott’s
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genteel conception of the good life leads him to develop a political doctrine for practical
reasons while disclaiming any practical motives. His diagnosis of collectivist politics in the
1930s reluctantly solicits a philosophical defense of a pluralist political order that is hospitable
to his ethical ideal. His writings concerning the self, society, and state develop such a defense.
Yet for Oakeshott, political engagement is incompatible with gentility because it conflates
worldliness with spirituality. Oakeshott, therefore, disavows the practical aspirations that

shape his work.

3. “Teaching the questions : Aristotle’s philosophical pedagogy in the Nicomachean Ethics
and the Politics”. / by Stephen Salkever. The Review of Politics. Vol.37 No.2 (May

2007) : 192-214.

o Itis widely acknowledged that the style of Plato’s political philosophizing is
radically different from the systems and doctrines approach established by Hobbes and
confirmed and redirected by Kant. But what about Aristotle? Does he intend to produce
systematic political theory in sharp contrast to Plato’s question-centered dialectics? This essay
argues that Aristotle’s political science is equally as dialogical as Plato’s. Taken together, the
Nicomachean Ethics and the Politics form a single set of lectures, craftily organized to lead its
immediate Greek audience (the equivalent of Socrates’ interlocutors in Plato) deeply into the
questions and problems that are Aristotle’s theoretical basis for the paradigmatically human
activities of practical reason (phronésis) and thoughtful choice (prohairesis). He accomplishes
this goal by allowing none of the answers he or his audience might propose to stand
unchallenged, thus acting as another, albeit soberer, Socrates to his politically concerned

audience then and, potentially, now.
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4. “The conceptual obstacles to political reform in Iran”. / by Cyrus Masroori., The Review
of Politics. Vol.37 No.2 (May 2007) : 171-191.
+3* This paper explores some of the basic ideological tenets of former Iranian President
Muhammad Khatami, showing how they prevented him from realizing his reform agenda.
Ideological inconsistencies and ambiguities exposed Khatami and his allies to criticism from
both conservatives and radical reformers. Consequently, many Iranians who once voted for
Khatami and his allies boycotted the presidential elections of 2005, paving the way for a

conservative to succeed Khatami as president of Iran.
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