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Libraries and information forums function in a paradoxical environment. On the one
. hand there is the global exponential growth of information; and, on the other, for
many there is a dearth of information as a consequence the many of the many
barriers that hinder access to information. IFLA and the library world are cognizant
that unhindered access to information is an essential feature of bringing political
stability to the world, quickening the pace of recovering from the internationally
experienced recession, eradicating poverty, decreasing disease and ensuring a green
environment. At its core, access to information ensures a just society for all. As a
consequence, the creation of the Presidential Theme for 2009-2011 took these and
other issues into account so that whatever the final decision, the theme would not
only be relevant to the personal goals of the President but also one which would
assist libraries and librarians to contribute significantly to addressing world issues as
well as capture one of the key activities of the profession and its members.

This congress gives us an opportunity to reflect on some of the key issues that were
examined during my term as IFLA President (2009-2011). These issues are anchored
in my Presidential theme and address the critical role that information workers,
librarians and their respective institutions piay in driving access to knowledge and
information.

. The current trends in libraries are firmiy based on fundamental principles of
librarianship, namely, to collect, organize and disseminate information. There has
beenfadicaichange in format from print to electronic and associated implications
are for libraries to redefine and reinvent themselves and their service within the
fundamental paradigm. The ubiauitous nature of information and the implied lack of
visitation to the pnybmd! library to access the physical collection has given birth to a
new trend and that is to redefine spaces and create a multiple libraries (electronic
access points to a myriad of online resources) within a redefined space of the ‘four-
walled electronic library’.

In this new and dynamic LIS paradigm, there has to be greater debate on the
concept of the library. The library in the 21% century is more than “a collection of
sources, resources, and services, and the structure in which it is housed”. However,
its role as an institution that ¢ollects, organizes and disseminates information has
grown stronger and it is unimaginable that there can be any growth and
development to any community or country without access to information.

Librarianship in the beginning of the 21° century is ribt under threat as a dying
discipline but rather the lack of initiative on the part of some libraries to traverse
these new peaks in order to make trusted and authentic information available to
information seekers. This access inciudes librarians serving as publishers via open
access platforms, librarians becoming authors in the Wikipedia world and librarians
operating as preservers of social networking content are but some of the new
challenges on the same old mountain range of collecting, organizing and
disseminating information.

Librarians in developing countries especially need to take up these challenges in
order to bridge the gap that exists between theirs and the developed world. At no



time in the history of information provision have librarians, especially those in
developing countries had such opportunity to apply their skills to contribute to
change, growth, development and innovation.

Noted naturalist, Charles Darwin, is credited with saying "It is not the strongest of
the species that survive, or the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to
change”. Over the years librarians have embraced change indeed, many have been
the creators of change. Change will no longer be an occasional feature of our lives, it
will be constant. It is how we approach this change and what we do in response to
it that will determine where our profession and the institutions we serve will be in
years to come. Librarians and libraries have, over time, been some of the most
adaptable and adept embracers of change. Let us not change that. Let us
democratize information in a way that only librarians can.

While it is right, necessary and required that our congress looks at issues to do with
our profession, librarians and libraries are not islands to themselves, we are part of a
global family and whatever happens globally impacts on some library, somewhere in
the world. It would be remiss of me not to reference several notable events that
have happened since we last met. Undoubtedly, the world economic crisis has had
its impact on our lives at many levels. As librarians we are being challenged to do
more with less. Flucfuations in currencies, the realignment of the economic status
of several developed countries will of necessity impact on the operations of many
libraries. Until the global economic situation levels out, like many other
professionals librarians will have to develop new and alternative strategies to ensure
that the quality of their service is not negatively impacted because of dwindling
budgets and tha increasing cost of resouices.

Libraries in the Arab world have not been immune to the impact of the event
universally referenced as the Arab Spring. No image was more telling than that of a
ring of men holding hand to protect one of the revered institutions of information in
Egypt. Not all libraries or information providing institutions were as lucky. Several
libraries and other information institutions were damaged as a result of the unrest
throughout this part of the world.

The tsunami in Japan early this year was a devastating natural disaster which
impacted on a number of libraries. This phenomenon illustrated only too clearly how
in a flash libraries can be literally wiped out of existence.

To all of our colleagues in these and other places that have been visited by
unfortunate events during the last year, IFLA empathizes with you in your hour of
need and wishes you all the best as you seek to repair the impact of your adversity.

Whatever may assail us as librarians, we can take inspiration from Vartan Gregorian
words about the Carnegie Corporation who wrote *... libraries are levers of change
within sociefies because access to knowledge and information is a critical factor in
modernization, advancemant and economic competitiveness. In developing
countries, public and universities libraries serve a central role in improving literacy
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(Ubilib: When the Library is Everywhere)
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(As for the future, your task is not foresee it, but to enable it)
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more - Innovative Information Services for the Internet of the Future :
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(Effective marketing of libraries in a never-better world

even if it ever was that way)
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(Understanding, Demonstrating and Communicating Value :
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Abstract:

According to Five Laws of Library Science, Dr. S R Ranganathan said that every user should
get its needed books and every book also should get its users. Similarly, delivering every
piece of information to its users is a must adopted approach for every library in this digital
era. But, it is an impossible tasks for every library to come forward and full-fill the needs of
every user by using its own resources, which is added with the information explosion of the
era. Further, to continue with the quality education and research in the society, every library
of the country should have all the important information needed for the development of the
society and growth of its members. Unfortunately, it is difficult for the libraries to build-up a
Jfund for acquiring the sufficient and needed resources. The establishment of the INFLIBNET
Centre, an autonomous inter-university centre of University Grants Commission located at
Ahmedabad as a nodal agency for academic institutions is a step towards filling this gape.
Being a nodal agency, the INFLIBNET Centre has taken various initiatives for delivering the
electronic resources to the door steps of the academic community and institutions of the
country. The paper elaborates various initiatives of the Centre taken for delivering the
information to the academic community of the country. Besides, it also touches the impact of
the initiatives on higher education of the country. The authors in this paper brief only those
initiatives that suites with the theme of this IFLA section.

Introduction

The Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre was established in May 1996 as
an independent, autonomous Inter-University Centre (IUC) of the University Grants
Commission (UGC). Major activities and services of the Centre include automation of
academic libraries and information centres, creation of union databases of resources available
in academic libraries, promote resource sharing among academic libraries, promote
information access and transfer, support scholarship, learning and academic pursuits. The
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(A KM-based strategic, global current awareness service)
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