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A NOTE ON THE CONSPIRACY

And now comes word of “Rebels” in Bangkok.
Insurgents in Krung Tep! And to my amazement I am
told in awful whispers, It Is Everywhere! I am told
that there are even some discontents right herein
Chieng Rai. Oh my Siamese friends, why are you so
blind in this your day and generation? Can you not
see that while you are quarrelling among yourselves,
as you have been quarrelling since my first acquain-
tance with you, not for Siam, but for your self. the
very existence of the Tai race as an ethnological
entity and the very existence of this the last trench
in your national struggle, is at stake? Three thousand
years ago your forefathers gave their life blood for
freedom. For the right to live in a land of the free;
the struggle continued through the centuries. But
gradually the ferment of narrow selfish clannish
jealousy worked its way in until the most splendid
racial fight recorded in Asiatic history seems doomed
to end in a quarrel of words. Unity, my fellow
freemen, Unity, not uniformity of opinion. Rejoice
in the diversity of opinion, in the growth of individual
ideas, in variety of thought; but keep-or rather
cultivate—among yourselves Unity, for the common
cause. Let Service be the ambition. Why not? Have
you not all felt the joy of service rendered another?
Let not your country and your nation be an imper-
sonal thing. From His Majesty to the humblest, most
ignorant peasant your whole race is crying out to

&
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you for your service. Not in getting but in giving
shall you find satisfaction for the highest and best
in you.

Is it a far cry from Chieng Rai to Bangkok? I
have travelled a month farther north, and still found
myself among those proud to be known only as Tai.
And yet another month’s journey north and north.
east from there, and still you will find your brother
freemen, of your own flesh and blood. ] am what
you may call an adopted brother, if you please, but
though I have not concerned myself with your political
affairs, and may be known to only a few whom I have
had the human privilege of serving in some slight
way, yet I confess to a sincere hope that in these days
of final testing you will prove that United Patriotism
is a thing not unknown among you-in whose hands
lies the destiny of the Tai race.

NAN CHAI LANGKA
April 4th, 1912
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