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D Asian Survey U
Ve

1. “Cambodia in 2004: an artificial democratization process”. / by
Melanie Beresford. Asian Survey. Vol.XLV No.1 (January/February
2005) : 134
» Cambodia in 2004 continued its difficult labor of democratization.

Elite infighting, the assassination of a prominent trade union leader, ad

the maneuvering of a king to ensure the safety of his dynasty dominated

thye political landscape during the year. Economic growth slowed,
compared with previous years, and continued to be heavily
concentrated in urban areas. While World Trade Organization
accession in October was seen in elite circles as the key to preseving

Cambodia’s position in the global garment trade, few resources have

trickled down to the majority rural population. The widening distribution

gap may be seen as evidence for the view that barriers have been
erected to substantive democratization. The stalemate created by the

2003 election results continued during the first half of 2004 The leader

of the royalist party FUNCINPEC (United National Front for an

Independent, Neutral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia), Prince

Ranariddh, spent several months outside the country during the first half

of the year, thereby preventing any resolution of the dispute between

himself and acting Prime Minister Hun Sen over formation of a new
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government. FUNCINPEC ministers continued to occupy their posts and
carry out day-to-day administrative functions, but they boycotted
meeting of the Council of Ministers, meaning that any new policy
initiatives were necessarily put on ice. Government continued on the
basis of the previous year’'s estimates of revenue and expenditure, and
Cambodia’s accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) was

delayed by half a year, until October.

2. “East timor in 2004: it is all about oil”. 7/ by James-Cotton. Asian

Survey. Vol.XLV No.1 (January/February 2005) : 186

> Independent East Timor, with U.N. support until May 2005, is
straining to cope with problems of institution building and development.
The vital issue of hydrocarbon revenues remains unresolved because of
a territorial dispute with Australia and problems with the structures
proposed to manage those resources. Into its third year of
independence, and five years since the traumatic events of 1999, East
Timor has made some progress in reconsturcting its shattered
infrastructure and establishing a sustainable legal and political
framework. It still remains dependent, however, on external political
and financial assistance, as well as on teh presence of key international
personnel. Though much reduced in numbers, teh United Nations
Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) will stay until May 2005, at
which time the capacity of East timor’s institutions to operate
autonomously will be decisively tested. A census, administered under

the aegis of the U.N. Population Fund in July 2004, put the population at
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924 642, which shows that numbers have increased an estimated 17.5%

since 2001, further stretching the country’s resources.

3. “India in 2004: regime change in a divided democracy”. /7 by Baldev

Raj Nayar. Asian Survey. Vol.XLV No.1 (January/February 2005) :

71

> The outstanding event of 2004 in India was the national election.
Ilts unexpeced results made for the ouster of the BJP-led government-
despite the excellent performance of the economy-and its replacement
by a coalition headed by the Congress party, oriented toward greater
state activism in economic affairs Political upheaval marked 2004 in
India, in teh shape of the unexpectred electoral defeat in mid-May of the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government at the hands of the
Congress-led United progressive Alliance (UPA). This result of the
largely violence-free 14" general elections came as a shell shock to the
Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) and its alites, leaving them dazed and
disorientred. It was a surprise as well for the congress party, which had
not counted on returning to power until the next elections in 2009, and
for almost all analysts and pollsters, who had expected the BJP-led
alliance to win. The ensuing peaceful transfer of power from one
political coalition to another no doube represented the consolidation of
democracy in India over more than a half-century, but subsequent event
revealed some less attractive aspects of India’s reputed vibrant

democracy, arousing concern over the polity’s direction.

4. “Indonesia in 2004: the rise of susilo bambang”. / by R. William
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Liddle and Saiful Mujani. Asian Survey Vol.XLV No.1

(January/February 2005) : 119

> Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, a retired amy oficer, became
Indonesia’s first directly elected president, defeating incumbent
Megawati Sukarnoputri in a landslide. Key positions in economic
ministries were awarded both to pro-market and protectionist groups. A
suicide bomb killed none people and wounded nearly 200, intensifying
the nation’s search for al-Qaeda-linked terrorists. Indonesians
successfully conducted three general elections in 2004. The first, held
on April 5, simultaneously chose members of the national Parliament
(called the People’s Representative Council, Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat);
the new Senate-like Regional Representative Council (Dewan Perwakilan
Daerah); and reqresentatives for all provincial, district, and
municipality-level legislatures throughout the country. The 2004
electorate was the most firagmented in Indonesian history. Eleven
parties won 2% or more of the popular vote for Parliament, an feat
accomplished by only five parties in the 1999 election. The Functional
Groups Party (partai Golongan Karya, Golkar), the former state party
during Suharto’s New Order era (1966-98), came in first with 21.6% of
teh vote, almost exactly the same percentage it had received in 1999.
golkar narrowly bested incumbent president Megawati Sukarnoputri’s
Indonesian Democracy party-Struggle (Partai Demokrasi Indonesia-
Perjuangan, PDI-P), which plunged from 33.7% of the vote in 1999 to
18.5% this year.

5. “Japan in 2004: “courageous” koizumi carries on”. / by Nobuhiro
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Hiwatari. Asian Survey. Vol.XLV No.1 (January/February 2005) : 41
> The political events of 2004 serve as a cautionary note to the
established view of Japanese policymaking as rigidly institutionalized
and consensual, and political parties as ideologically divided, by
showing how a popular leader can challenge and undermine existing
institutions, procedures, and cleavages that brought him to power, or
even turn such a refomist crusade into the source of popularity. If
Koizumi is a truly courageous creture, gone are the days when colorless
leaders crafled delicate compromises by carefully pulling political
strings and balancing interests to mark their legacy based on agendas
set by faceless bureaucrats. In pusuit of his neo-liberal and pro-U.S.
agenda, Koizumi has empowered the Prime Minister's Office (especially
the Economic and Financial Policy Council, EFPC) and forced the
opposition to stake out realistic alternatives at the cost of eroding
institutionalized procedures and the organized base of the LDP, which
had monopolized policymaking. Koizumi’'s political style continues to
return dividends, and his popularity remains strong (see Figure 1). By
setting a precedent of personality politics, empowering the Prime
Minister's Office, and weakening the LDP organization. Koizumi may
have enhanced the prospects for a reformist opposition leader to take
power, beginning the end of LDP-bureaucracy dominance. To show how
events in 2004 comprise part of a historical transformation of Japanese
politics by the prime minister, this article explains how Koizami has
steered major policy debates (see Table 1) and how that has affected
the upper house election and the cabinet and LDP leadership

reshuffies. Koizumi’s true colors show up not in his economic neo-
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liberalism and assertive pro-Americanism but rather in his
unconventional leadership, which has weakened the organizational base
of the LDP and transformed the government’s modus operandi. Thus,
Koizumi’s firepower has not only hit the political estblishment and policy

routines but also our stereotype of Japanese governce.

6. “Laos in 2004: political stability, economic opening”. / by Dean
Forbes and Cecile Cutler. Asian Survey. Vol.XLV No.1
(January/February 2005) : 161
» The Lao People’'s Democtatic Republic made cautious progress

during 2004. The socialist government does not tolerate dissent and

there is continuing resistance by minorities, but generally, the year saw
increased stability and greater confidence that the country is moving
forward. Its economy continues to imorove, albeit from a very low base.

Some ambitious projects, particularly in hydroelectricity and mining,

have commenced. The government is slowly building better

international links within its region. However, the international
community remains concerned about the lack of transparence in politics
and administration, and Laos has not succeeded in normalizing trade
relations with the United States. Lao President General Khamtay

Siphandone and Prime Minister Bounnhang vorachit control the country.

The security forces have maintained their grip on power, stubbornly

resistion demands from the international community that it be given

more accwess to Laos. Following the 7" Congress of the Lao People’s

Revolutionary Party (LPRP) in 2001, elections for the National Assembly

in 2002 were dominated by the LPRP. The party won all but one seat.
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Limited municipal elections were scheduled but have not yet been held.
Laos was plagued by a number of explosions during 2004. Apparent
bomb blasts went off in February at the Ptouxay Victory Monument in
Vientiane and in Savannakhet Province, coinciding with an Association

of Southeast. Asia

7. “Taiwan in 2004: electoral contests and political stasis”. / by Steve

Chan. Asian Survey. Vol.XLV No.1 (January/February 2005) : 54

» The outcomes of Taiwan’s presidential election in March and its
legislative election in December indicate political stasls rather than
change. The reelection of george W.bush points further to political
continuity in Taiwan’s relation with the United States. In looking back to
the year 2004, one can say that the outcomes of three elections surely
rank among the most important events for Taiwan’s future. The first, the
presidential election on March 20, produced a narrow victory for chen
Shui-bian, who was inaugurated to a second term of office on May 20.
On December 11, the Legislative Yuan election was held to select its
225 members. Because teh opposition parties had enjoyed a majority in
this body, the outcome of this particular election would affect the
Democratic Progressive party’s (DPP) ability tomuster enough
legislative support for Chen’s second-term agenda. The third election
was the U.S. presidential contest held on November 2. Although both
Democrat John Kerry and Republican George W.Bush (and their
advisors) had declared a common opposition to any attempt by either
side of teh Taiwan Strait to change the status quo, their stances differed
sharply when addressing specific issues of interest to Taipei, ranging

from weapons sales to trade disputes. Given Taiwan’s diplomatic



NERIWABIENA §1RNITINT EIRNIIBAIBNITENGUNHITE])T WENEW 2548 B 41

isolation and military vulnerability, Washington’s support still provides
the critical safety net for the island’s security. Taiwan’s March 20
presidential election matched incumbent Chen Shuibian (the candidate
for the pan-green forces organized around the DPP) against challenger

Lien Chan (who headed the pan-blue ticket, a coalition of the Kuo

8. “Thailand in 2004: the “crisis in the south” / by robert B. Albritton.

Asian Survey. Vol.XLV No.1 (January/February 2005) : 166

> News about Thailand in 2004 was dominated by teh “Crisis in the
South.” Daily assassinations of local police, soldiers, religious leaders,
and other civilians marked a level of insurgency beyond that in other
regions of insurgency beyond that in other regions of Southeast Asia
and one not seen in thailand for over 30 years. The recurrent violence
represents a serious challenge to the nation and at this juncture, it is
unclear whether Thailand will concede to irredentism, initiate more local
autonomy, or settle for a protracted period of political unrest. These
events dominated the political picture in preparatin for parliamentary
elections scheduled for Fibruary 2005 and clouded the premise of a
stabilizing economy and programs of government change
unprecedented in recent Thai history. A January 4, attack on military
and police installations, seizure of arms, and burning of schools by
insurgents operating through out Narathjwat, pttani, and Yala began a
year of violence culminating in mass uprisings that continue to plague
Thailand’s South. On April 28, reigious militants assaulted military
forces and occupied the famous Krue Se Mosque in Pattani, a symbot of

Malay-Muslim resistance to Thai (Siamese) domination. In the ensuing
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battles, roughty 108 militants and five members of the security forces
lost their lives. A subsequent confrontation of the military by a mob of
over 1,000 in Tak Bai, Narathiwat, on October 25 resulted in roughly 85

civilian deaths.

9. “The united states and Asia in 2004: unfinished business”.

/ by Jonathan D. Pollank. Asian Survey. Vol.XLV No.1

(January/February 2005) : 1

> U.S. —Asian relations in 2004 were largely a waiting game. There
were continued challenges to the regional status quo, but the United
States was intent on deflecting and deferring the possibility of major
change. The Bush administration, preoccupied by the president’s
reelection campaign and increased violence and instability in lIraq,
sought principally to avoid potential crises, while hoping to garner
increased regional support for U.S. poals, including in Irag. As a
second Bush presidential term approached, the agenda confronting
U.S. policy makers seemed uncomfortably full, reflecting equal
measures of unfinished business, pressures for change on both sides of
the Pacific, and the ever-present potential for a major regional crisis.
U.S.-Asian relations remained a pivotl but subordinate factor in
American foreign policy during 2004. The U.S. presidential campaign,
the mounting toll of the lIragi insurgency, and international terrorism
commanded the Bush administration’s primary attention. All three
placed a premium on avoding abrupt departures in regional affairs.
Although trade, economic security, and the North Korean unclear issue
surfaced intermittenly during the race for the White House, Asia policy

was not a major factor in the campaign. With few execptions, regional
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leaders remained circumspect in their preferences in the U.S.
presidential race. There was regional unease about U.S. power and
policy, especially in Southeast Asia. But popular antagonism toward the

administration was not as intense as in many European capitals.

4
D Contemporary Southeast Asia U
S

1. “The five power defence arrangement: SoutheastAsia’s unknown
Regional security organization”. / by Damon Bristow. Contemporary
southeast Asia. Vol.27 No.1 (2005) : 1
> This article traces the evolution of the Five Power Defence

Arrangements (FPDA) since its establishment in 1971 to the present

day. It details the evolution of the FPDA’s three main pillars; the

Integrated Area Defence System (IADS), the architecture for political-

military dialogue, and the exercise programme. In addition, the article

tries to place the FPDA in the context of the security roles played by

ASEAN, the ARF, intra-regional bilateral military ties, and the defence

relationship with United States. It argues that, while the FPDA’s role in

upholding regional security connot be equated to the military
contribution of the United States, and the grouping certainly faces
significant challerges, it nevertheless countributes positively and
innovatively to the ability of Malaysia and Singapore to address not only

concentional threats, but increasingly asymmetric and non-conventional
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security challenges as well, thereby contributing to the overall

maintenance of regional security.

2. “ThePolitics of localityand temporality in the 2004 malaysian
parliamentary elections”. / by Vejai Balasubramaniam.
Contemporary Southeast Asia. Vol.27 No.1 (2005) : 44
> This article examines the role of locality (ethnic composition of the

constituency) and temporality (the almost five-year hiatus between

elections) for BN in the parliamentary elections. In the 2004 Malaysian
parliamentary elections, the ruling coalition, Barisan Nasional (Notional

Front, BN), secured a two-thirds majority. BN also increased both its

share of popular votes as well as the total number of seats in

bumiputera majority constituencies, recovering ground lost in the 1999

elections. In bumiputera minority constituencies where voter sentiment

was divided symmetrically between BN and the Democratic Action Party

(DAP) it is the latter which has been more successful. It is in the mixed

constiluencies where BN has been most popular. The increase in the

number of seats in this category of electorate has worked
overwhelmingly to BN’s advantage, enabling it to control nearly 90 per
cent of the 219-seat parliament, implying therefore a continuation of

VEP (New Economic Policy) trends in Malaysia’s political economy.

3.  “Unrest in South Thailnad: contours, causes, and consequences

since 2001”. |/ by Aurel Croissant. Contemporary Southeast Asia.
Vol.27 No.1 (2005) : 21

> In the past three years, southern Thailand has seen a rise of



NERIWABIENA §1RNITINT EIRNIIBAIBNITENGUNHITE])T WBNEW 2548 W 45

ethnic-based violence in its southernmost provinces. The principle
objective of this articles is to examine contours, causes and
consequences of this recent development. The main argument is that
although several contentious religious, cultural, economic and political
issues lie at the root of ethnic violence, the drift toward militancy in the
past three years must be explained by other factors. Historical
concerns, religious  differences, and social and economic
marginalization cause local grievances and a latent crisis in inter-ethnic
relations in south Thailand. Nonetheless recent Islamization of Muslim
minority identity, policy failures of the sitting government and low
quality conflict management account more for the increased violence in
recent vyears. These factors created changes in the “enabling
environment” that are allowing insurgency in south Thailand to grow,
While the overall assessment for conflict resolution in the short term is
negative, the political fallout of the unrest may strike teh already

fallering democratic consolidation a heavy blow.

4
D Harvard Business Review
1

/S

“Countering the biggest risk of all”. / by Adrian J.Slywotzky and John

Drzik. Harvard Business Review. Vol.83 No.4 (April 2005) : 78
> Whatever your business, consider for a moment the remarkable
turnaround over the past decade in the U.S. banking industry, In the

early 1990s, the industry-rocked by the Latin American debe crisis, a
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major real estate bust, and economic reconomic reccession-suffered
massive Joan losses, erratic earnings, and the highest rate of bank
failures since the Depression. A decade later, as much of teh economy
reeled from the dot-com bust and another recession, banks were
generally flourishing. The number of bad loans was down, earnings
were relatively stable, and the banking industry was outperforming the
market as a whole. You can hedge, but you can’t hide from “strategic
risks”-the events and trend that can devastate your company’s growth
trajectory and shareholder value Learn to anticipate and manage these
threats system atically. (You may even be able to turn some of them in

growth opportunities.)

2. “How strategists really think tapping the power of analogy”. / by
Giovanni Gavetti and Jan W.Rivkin. Harvard Business Review.
Vol.83 No.4 (April 2005) :54
> Strategy is ABOUT CHOICE. The heart of a company’s strategy is

what it chooses to do and not do. The quality of the thinking that goes

into such choices is a key driver of the quality and success of a

company’s strategy. Most of the time, leaders are so immersed in the

specifics of strategy-the ideas, the numbers, the plans-that they don’t
step back and examine how they think about strategic choices. But
executives can gain a great deal from understanding their own
reasoning proceses. In particular, reasoning by analogy plays a role in
strategic decision making that is large but largely over looked. Faced
with an unfamiliar problem or opportunity, senior managers often think

pback to some similar situation they havwe seen or heard about, draw
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lessons from it, and apply those lessons to the current situation. Yet
managers rarely realize that they’re reasoning by analogy. As a result,
they are unable to make use of insights that paychologists, cognitive
scientists, and political scientists have generated about the power and
the pitfalls of analogy. Managers who pay attention totheir own
analogical thinking will make better strategic decisions and fewer
mistakes. Strategy makers use analogical reasoning more often than
they know. Commonly, credit for a strategic decision goes to one of two
other approaches: deduction and the low end of the business to them,
but deeply regretted that decision when the minimills crept into higher-
end products. Intel’s CEO at the time, Andy Grove, seized on the steel
analogy, referring to cheap PCs as “digital rebar.” The lesson was
clear, Grove argued: “If we lose the low end today, we could lose the
high end tomorrow.” Intel soon began to promote its low-end Celeron

processor more aggressively tomakers and buyers of inexpensive PCs.

yd

Parliamentary Affairs

S

1. “ Party and Election Finance in Britain and America: A Comparative

Analysis”. |/ by Alan Grant. Parliamentary Affairs. Vol.58 No.1

(January 2005) : 71

> IN recent years major new laws have been passed in both the
United Kingdom and United States of America reforming the systems of
party and election campaign funding. In the UK the Political Parties,

Elections and Referendums Act of 2000 established for the first time a
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regulatory framework for party finance at national level; in the US, the
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 was the culmination of efforts
going back well over a decade to bring up-to-date the landmark Federal
Election Campaign Act passed in the Watergate era of the mid-1970s. In
both countries similar concerns have been aired during the devates
about reform: the need for transparency with regard to financial
information about donations and spending in election campaigns; the
rising costs of campaigns; the problems of unequal access to funding;
the influence of large donations, and how far the taxpayer should
subsidise candidates’ and parties’ campaigns. Both countries Have
struggled to find a legal framework which balances the need, on the one
havd, to ensure that elections are seen to be fair and free from
corruption and the undue influence of particular interests; and which, on
the other hand, allows for free expression and participation, including
the right to contribute financially to help the party or candidate of one’s
choice. The laws passed in the early years of the new century have not
resolved all the issues satisfactorily, Indeed it is well nigh impossible to
create a perfect system that has consensual support. The exposure of
new loopholes which can be exploited or problems that continue to
cause concern have led to proposals for further reform in both the UK
and the US during 2004. This article looks firstly at spending and
sources of finance in elections in both countries, then considers the
background to and major provisions of the most recent legislation.
Finally, it examines a number of key issues related to the regulation of
campaign and party finance by comparing and contrasting practices in

the two political systems. In doing so, it provides the basis for a better



NERIWABIENA §1RNITINT EIRNIIBAIBNITENGUNHITE])T WBNEW 2548 W 49

understanding of the propolsals for the changes to the law in the UK.
They were originally scheduled for late summer 2004 but are now
expected to be published by the Electoral Commission towards the end

of the year, too late for this article.

2. “The value of independent commissions: an ilnsider’s perspective on

the richard commission”. |/ by Laura McAllister. Parliamentary

Affairs. Vol.58 No.1 (January 2005) : 38

> A commitment to set up an independent commission to investigate
The powerts and electoral arrangements of the National Assembly for
Wales fearured in the October 2000 Partnership Agreement that
established a coalition government between Labour and the Liberal
Democrats in Wales. The commission was a key component of the
Libetral Democrat’'s bargaining that resulted in teh agreement between
the two parties set out in Putting Wales First: A Partnership for the
People of Wales. This committed the new coalition government to
‘establish an independent Commission into the powers and electoral
arrangements of the National Assembly in order to ensure that it is able
to operate in the best interests of the people of Wales’. The Richard
Commission was established in July 2002 to investigate two areas: the
Assembly’s breadth and depth of powers, and its'size and electoral
arrangements. The Assembly was just three years ole and had
completed one full term by the time the Commission reported in March
2004. Some argued it was too soon to attempt a comprehensive enquiry
into the operation of devolution, whilst others felt the devolution scheme
was fatally flawed and needed reform, if not substantial change. Whilst

there was clear party-political motivation behind the commission’s
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establishment, this was grafted on to wider concerns that there were
systemic flaws in Wales’s devolution ‘settlement’. Criticisms of lack of
clarity and intelligibility, poor standards of scrutiny and accountability,
and dependence on Westminster and Whitehall had all been levelled,
and there were question marks about its robustness should there be

different parties in governments in Wales and London.

3. “Why the prime minister cannot be a president: comparing

institutional imperatives in britain and america’. / by Richard

Heffernan. Parliamentary affairs. Vol.58 No.1 (January 2005) : 53

> TONY blair's leadership style, together with the inner workings of
his government, has been the subject of much comment, something
reflecting the modern preoccupation with ‘process’, an interest in how
government conducts its business, as well as what hat business actually
is. In recent years, at least until his political star began to shine less
brightly after 2002, Blair’s perceived political clout rekindled interest in
the old notion of prime ministerial government, the idea that power
within British government was concentrated in the office of Prime
Minister. Blair was not only seen as being in command of the
government but said to have the powers of a presidential-type system
with the automatic majority of a parliamentary system. He was
chastised for dominating ministers, flouting Cabinet conventions, taking
desisions at the centre with a small coterie of advisers and ignoring
Parliament. Because this Prime Minister supposedly ‘looked like a
President, talked like a President, acted like a President, and therefore
perhaps was a President’, he was described as the key actor in modern

British government, no longer an ordinary Prime Minister in the



NERIWABIENA §1RNITINT EIRNIIBAIBNITENGUNHITE])T WBNEW 2548 ®A1 51

traditional mould. This notion of the role of tghe Prime Minister, often
described as presidentialisation, was clearly encouraged by Tony
Blair's style of leadership. Before him, it had been fuelled by the style
of Margaret Thatcher. Boty Prime Ministers made no secret of their
willingness to lead their governments from the Downing Street centre,
whenever possible and by shichever means. In such vein, Michael
Foley suggested that blarir's political prominence, a reflection of
presidentrialisation, was largely explained by ‘leadership stretch’, an
‘enhanced emphasis upon individual leadership, personal
communications and presentational style’. This was something, he
argued, that ha resulted in the making of a de facto British presidency

within a de jure parliamentary system.
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