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The Official Design of the Emblem for the Celebrations on the Occasion of
His Holiness Somdet Phra Ariyavongsagatayana the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand’s
96th Birthday Anniversary 26th June 2023

The emblem features the Supreme Patriarch’s monogram beneath a royal
three-tiered umbrella with golden magnolia and floral tassel decorations. The outer
frame is shaped like a sacred temple boundary stone, befitting his service as the
lord abbot of Wat Rajabopit, and symbolizing his benevolence and prominence
within the Thai Sangha and Buddhist community. The crimson background of his
Sunday birth, and the Thai numeral 96 of his age are presented to mark the milestone
of this auspicious occasion. Adorned on both sides of the emblem are 8 white
lotuses representing purity as well as his unwavering adherence to Buddhist
teachings and conduct throughout his 8 birthday cycles. The entire design is
displayed on an elegant pink silk band that not only commemorates the anniversary
but also depicts the temple’s historic association with King Chulalongkorn’s reign.
The regal yellow background denotes his prestigious position as Supreme Patriarch.

The inscription reads, “Celebrations of His Holiness’s 8 Birthday Cycles 26th June 2023.”
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friendship and growing mutual esteem between Christians and
Buddhists will continue to develop and thus inspire others to
follow similar paths which our venerable predecessors have
traced for us. In this way, especially in the context of the multiple
challenges facing so many around the world, the followers of
different religions will surely be able to offer an authentic and
much needed witness to those universal and fundamental values
which make human life good, beautiful and noble.

With these sentiments, I assure Your Holiness of a
remembrance in my prayers that you may be blessed with
strength and serenity as you continue to guide the followers of
Buddhism in the ways of peace.

e

From the Vatican, 19 May 2023
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