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His Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanupab is universally re-
cognized as an important personage in Thai history. To foreign scholars, he
is better known as “Prince Damrong”, and Thai scholars often refer to him as
“the father of Thai history”. Throughout his long life and colourful career, he
carefully documented and collected both official and private documents associated
with the multifarious aspects of his work. This collection was given to the
National Archives for preservation. It now serves as a very important primary
source for the study of Thai history of that period.

Prince Damrong founded the National Archives as an institution for
the preservation of historically important official doucments. At the same time,
he founded the “Picture Gallery” which housed a very large number of photo-
graphs dating back to the period when photography first appeared in Siam. At
present, this collection of photographs is also being preserved at the National
Archives, complementing and enhancing historical documentation. Prince
Damrong’s foresight and achievements have proved to be of great value to the
later generations of Thai people, in accordance with his wishes,

This illustrated book on the life and work of His Royal Highness
Prince Damrong Rajanupab represents a part of the documentation which
he had collected. It is intended to be of use those who wish to study Thai history
in order to understand the value of historical studies for the future planning,
development, education and the appreciation of our great heritage.

Archival photographs of Prince Damrong’s private life and those
taken in the course of his official duties are presented in chronological order
from childhood to the events after his death. Each section is preceded by a
short introduction, and each photograpy is briefly captioned. An asterisk leading
the photograph number indicates that a list of indentifiable personages is included
in the appendix. The names and titles are those held at the time when the photo-
graph was taken, followed by the highest titular honour in parentheses. Each
photograph is also accompanied by its archival registration number Lo facilitate
future reference to the original. The English text was translated by M.R.Chakrarot
Chitrabongs.

The Diskul Foundation graciously realised this publication. The proceeds
will be placed in a special fund for the preservation of archival documents.
The Fine Arts Department wishes to acknowledge this kind cooperation with
deep gratitude.

i

(Tuveesak Senunarong)

Director— General
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His Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanupab, 57th. child of King Mongkut,
Rama IV of the Royal House of Chakri, and the only child of Chao Chom Chum, was born
on the 21st. of June, 1862 (B.E. 2405). His Majesty the King named his new born son
Prince Disvorakumarn.

The young prince received elementary schooling from two ladies of the inner court,
Khun Saeng and Khun Paan. He then studied Pali under Phraya Pariyatidhammathada
(Piam} and Luang Dhammanuwattichamnong (Chui), and the English language under
Mr. Francis George Patterson.

In 1875, at the age of 13, he became a Buddhist novice. The ordination ceremony
took place in the Royal Chapel and was presided over by His Royal Highness the Supreme
Patriarch Krommaphya Pavares Variyalongkorn as Preceptor (Upajjhaya). The boy
monk then resided at Wat Bovoranives as was customary for princes.

Upon graduation from the Infantry Staff College in 1877, he received a Royal
Commission as Sub-Lieutenant of the Royal Infantry Guards in command of the regimental ’
band. Two years later, he was promoted to Lieutenant, Commander of the Royal Cavalry
Guards, and later that same year, was again promoted to Captain, Aide-de-Camp to His
Majesty King Chulalongkorn, Rama V. The next year, he became a Major, liasson officer
of the Royal Guards Regiment and in 1881 he was transferred to the Royal Artillery Regiment.

In 1882, at 20 years of age, he was ordained a Buddhist monk at the Royal Chapel.
Once again, the Supreme Prince Patriarch Krommaphya Pavares Variyalongkorn acted
as Preceptor. As a monk, he resided at the newly built Wat Nives Dharnmapravati at Bang-pa-in
in Ayudhaya Province throughout the whole of the Buddhist Retreat Season.

In 1885, he was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel in command of the Royal Guards
Regiment. The year after that His Majesty the King bestowed upon him, by Royal Proclaimation,
the title ““Krommamun Damrong Rajanupab’’. In 1887, he became Commander-in-Chief
of the Army and was promoted to Major General.

In 1889, by Royal Command, he left the military service for the civil service and
was appointed Director of the Department of Public Instruction. In 1890, he became Director
General of the Department of Education. From 1892 to 1915, he held the position of
Minister of the Interior. During this period, he was honoured with Lhe titles of “Krommaluang”
(1899) and ‘‘Krommaphra’ (1911),

In 1915, he was appointed President of the National Library and held this office
until 1923 when he became Minister of the Privy Seal and was also promoted (o General.
Two years later, he was appointed Supreme Privy Councillor and became President of
the Royal Academy. Finally, in 1929, he was elevated to the title of “Somdej Krommaphya
Damrong Rajanupab’”. He died in 1943 aged 81.

His Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanupab held many important administrative
positions during his career, He also enjoyed the gracious and close confidence of his brother,
King Chulalongkorn, throughout His Reign. His achievements have been universally acclaimed
as those of a genius as may be seen in the following selected exampies.

In Education, although he was active in educational administration for only three
years (1890 - 1892), he initiated many reforms which formed the basis of modern education.

1. He began formulating formal education when, by Roval Command, the former
military school in the Grand Palace had been transformed into a cilvilian one known as the
Phra Tamnak Suan Kulab School, and he was appointed its Manager.

2. As Director General of the Department of Public Instruction, he laid down the
regulations for the administration of both the department and the schools under its jurisdiction.
These regulations governed the recruitment, promotion and disciplinary rules for officials,
They also prescribed regular inspection and reporting on all schools.

3. He increased the number of schools by founding new schools within the precincts
of temples which had always been regarded as traditional places for public education.
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The first public school was founded at Wat Mahannaparam. Others quickly followed throughout
Bangkok. After he had developed the curriculae, related teaching techniques and had
printed standard text books, he decreed for the founding of public schools throughout the
country in 1892,

4. He initiated the regular inspection and certification of text books used in schools
in order to maintain the standard of education. He also devised a new and improved curriculum
for primary education commonly known as the accelerated method.

5. As Minister of the Interior, he founded the “*Civil Service Training School’® in
1899. In 1910, His Majesty King Vajiravudh, Rama VI, changed the name of this school to
the “‘Royal Page School’’. Subsequently He upgraded it to **Chulalongkorn University"’.

6. He carried out improvements and modernization of the Vajirayarn Library,
the only public library, by setting up the regulations for the appointment of the Executive
Committee, the acquisition of books, public service etc.

In Government, he initiated and reformed many aspects of Interior Administration
and also formalized the regulations governing the Ministry of the Interior.

1. He set up civil service regulations concerning the ranking of officials and their
recruitment by public examination. He instituted new office regulations such as regular
working hours, daily conferences, classification of official documents, etc.

2. His greatest achievernent was the successful implemeniation of a new local governmeni
structure known as the **Thesaphibal® system. Cities were grouped into provincial seats
called ““Monthon’” each administered by a governor under the authority of the Minister of
the Interior. Promulgation of the Local Government Act 1897 initiated the modern system
of local subdivisions into Changwat, Amphur, Tambon and Mu-baan.

Another significant act of modernization at local government level was the setting
up of “*Sukhapibal’® health control areas which first appeared at Tambon Tha-chalom,
Changwat Samutsakorn. All his work at the Ministry of the Interior may be regarded as
highly important to the Nation and the Thai people until the present.

Apart from educational and administrative reforms, he was active in a number
of other official agencies. He founded the Forestry Depariment giving full governmenial
control over the nation’s forest resources. He promulgated acts, ministerial regulations
and orders all forming the basis for modern forestry. In Public Health, he managed the
medical school on behalf of His Royal Highness Prince Srisavabhang. He set up the “*QOsoth
Sala” rural medical centre, the model of the present health centres. He founded the Pasteur
Institute, the anti-rabies institution which is now a section of the Thai Red Cross. He also
worked in the fields of Revenue and Metal Industry. In Arts and Culture, he organized the
present National Museum, the National Library, and the National Archives. He dedicated
much time to writing articles and books on history and archaeclogy and left them as an
academic inheritance to mankind.
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Prince Damrong’s Lifestyle after the

Political Reformation.
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The Cremation
of His Royal Highness Prince
Damrong Rajanupab
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