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as

helping to adapt their, n
hlgher yields withou

Wlth the proper trammg and encouragement hrll tnbe h,aders are

methods of cultivation so that they get
estroying the environment. Mayuree

B hc area where Ja Ko and 18

. _live has been d ted-a

Rattanawannathlp reports

- have done it;”" says Tuenjai: Deetes
W Gthcr Lahu tnbe “families i

the: coordxnator of . the h
Develoj Foundation: (HADF);

¢ forest reserve.
- Although the village has

‘existed there for generations, it has,

been labelled illegal. Some forestry

lofficials: think it ‘must be ‘moved:

1mmed|ately because it is located near
ithe 'most  important:: heu on

who ~has' been. working wrth the .
. the Hedgerow and natural terraces arc
“created by soil accumulation over
; ttme

villagers. for about two years:

 With. the assistance of the Public
Welfare Department’s: hill tribe' pro-

gramme, . Ja Ko was recently granted
Thai: cmzenshrp “The'! gesture, is
ence to Ja 6 and'h

'Chtang Rai’s Mae Salong mountain.

'The - Lahu’s; traditional. practice’ of

‘slash-and burn agriculture exacerbates.

isoil erosion; say the officials:

The Forestry Department’s: recom-'~

\'mcndatron is that only:trees should be
igrown:in land: that slopes moré'than
30 degrees — not ‘cash crops..

.:Ja. Ko gets depressed. whenever he
hears people putting the blame on hill”

* conserve the watershed forest.

he is now -
determined to. work: cltrsely wrth the

grown along contours to" slow . dow

the: water: flow. The running water-

will deposit eroded soil at the foot of

In between the hedgemws, howev-

.- er, villagers plant rice and com — the
“*two' major cash. crops. ‘They plan to

lant- dlfferent crops. ‘like - melons,

HADEF: and" governm

Government offcials workr g i

ltnbe people:. His family have lived in- . S

]Thatland for: at’ least: three genera-
tions. He says he has never broken the
'law ‘and he_has no desire o' go and

[live in another: coutitry:- Above all, he?

wants to:be accepted as’a Thai,
‘He: beheves that. his; people can

pose’a thréat to the’ forest ewe want ‘;’ '

10'stdy here,”": he stresses.

knew that 'his- traditional - way" of '

« cultivation was that bad, he would not

10 stop oil- erosi

ig'exemplary work. .

' toes, _m rotahon.

minister won'a: Magsaysa Awardifor’

-and sweet: pota-

Ja Ko says that from what he has
een - in' another village -nearby, the

“SALT method has  satisfying yields.

ince his village has been using this
thod for only: one year, the:results

It [the SALT method] is labour-
ous.”’ he-said. ‘‘But just at.the start

hance {0 . work together in the

i

i JaiKo'was evenr prouder when he:

indanao

half of this month
. First they: will> visit "Cebu and a

By  this method ‘hedgerows. are

not- yet be fully appreciated, he

because we have to help each: other to-
" prepare the land for the new, method.
t's.good that all the' villagers:had a. -

yas selected as oné of two. Thai hill *
tribe: - repressntatives: to visit the. - i
Rural Life: Centre  and’
hother highl ﬁ\d agr-ieulm_l‘ai.develope, o

local group known for its experuse in
" strengthening villagers™ coopenmon
Later, they. will exchange experiences-
in highland' agriculture at the Minda-
nao Rural* Lif¢ Centre. The' trip is
funded: by CUSO, a Canadian- non-
govemment development progmmme !

Joining Ja Ko to the Phrhppmes, is
A-cha, a cultural leader of 4’ nearby
Akha village called’ Lo Yo, 'where
SALT has: been practtsed for. about
three years now

- A-Cha said from hrs own etperi-
ence: the shmbs planted on the: upper
level of the slope grow slower than

- thosé on the lower part. It can be'seen

that the accumulated soil at/the lower
level -makes trees grow faster, he

" added.

The: two. hill fribe’ leaders hope to

; exchange experiences with their Pj'nl-

. ippine -counterparts and, transfer tthe =
know-how to their villages: . g

**This is a good opportumty for; our
hill: tribe” leadérs -to, gain. experici
from abroad “Tuenjai said.

~She. added that by rmd-l99|
group of hill; tribe: women. will be‘
‘given'a chance to.go similar tnp :

“‘Women’s , partrct;iauon i’ hill
tnbe development is'very well recog-
‘*However, the




nd right).
beiore chey le.r fﬁ! ghe Phlllppmos.

o'l
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_hra Ajaan Somnuek

Kasetsart University
nearly 20 years ago.

not hvmg up to my expecta-
,_?’ said Phra Ajaan Somnuek,

\ _is- now- the abbot of Plak -
‘-‘,‘-\-Malla.al Temple in Nakhon Path-
. om’s Kamphaengsen Dzstnct

Although he holds no .degree,

E"thc 39-year-old monk, ‘who has
. vowed to remain in the monkhood |

1 for the rest of his life, is looked up

| 10 as a great community leader in

; forest conservation.

~been: 'planted by the - temple s
monks They aiso helped build an-

1mgzmon system that bnngs wate

" to the forest.

" ““Initially, the villagers opposed

our project. One of them even sald ]
I was eccentric to make. an

i xmgatlon _system ~ for a forest '

instead: of an- orchard,’”” Phra -
Aajaan Somnuek said. '

" But he is relentless. The abbot
asked the monks to grow a herb
. garden in the 'mple. The herbs
| were harvested and distributed to

; villagr.rs who were interested m

~using. them as med:cme

The - vnllagers have becomc-‘ff:

-aware’ of 'the need to protect the
forest and they have come to
appreciate the efforts of the Pak -

' “Mailaai Temple monks. The 93 rai
surrounding  the temple has be-
come the only forest in Nakhon -
Pathom Province. :

Phra Aajaan Somniek’s success
in savmg the forest around the

“temple is not only known to
villagers in the community but by
the media which has done reports

Natho dropped out of

' recipient of this year’s
| Sri: Sangkhom (good cmz.en,
-:award. The presentation was bemg

““It [the university]

- initial ob}ectlons by

 on the abbot and his temple.

Yesterday, he was honoured as a

w)'

held for the third consecutive year

. by the Vlllage Foundauon and
; Tha: Rath Newspaper P o 5

Three other people rccewed the

' same honour: Buasri- Srisoong, 2

' community. leader in Maha Sa.rak.
' ham Province;" Chob.: Y _
- principal of Wat. Nai:Namkhaao

_odkaew

School in Songkhla; and Tueanjai

. Detes, ‘coordinator of the Founda-

tion for Hill Tribe Devclopment
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Tuanjal (rlght) and Alu, one of the hllltnbe staff of her foundatlon. Alu was.Tuan]al s student when he waszh
younger and has decided to help develop his own community R

Tuénj.éni WKunc,horn

“could have chosen a

career as a respected
. academic in

Baﬁgkok. In_stead,

she has given more

than 20 years of her?

life to héiﬁiriérj' *

hilltribes people in

f Chiang Rai improve

. their hves. Story by
I Malee

Traisawasdichai.
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At the prestigious Goldman Award-
presentation ceremony held yesterday in-
San Francisco, the spotlight shone on a
Thai social worker who has been a
staunch advocate for the hilltribes and
the environment. Chanyaporn
Chanjaraen and Karuna Buakamsri
spoke with-Tuenjai Deetes, the first Thai
who has ever received the honour of a

Goldman award.

pot lighting
hilltribes

and

--environmentf

EOPLE often think of
Tuenjai Deetes as a
dedicated NGO work-
er who has spent over
two decades of her life work-
ing for hilltribes and forest
preservation. Actually, her
perpetual efforts have perhaps
contributed as much to city
people. o
Her present project functions
more like a friendship bridge simi-
lar to the recently opened Thai-
Lao one. Her bridge links the up-

stream people who live in water- .

shed areas to those living down-
stream — city dwellers who
consume the most water and are
also the most demanding.

“Certainly there is a relation
between forest or hilltribe people
living upstream in the water
catchment areas and cit; people
who live downstream, Hilltribe
people are also human beings like
us; they need development. But
we often look at them as aliens,”
said Tuenjai, who has been well-
known since she received the en-
vironmental Global 500 Award in
~ June, 1992 ‘

It has been two years since the
prestigious award was won, and
over 20 years since she has been
working with the hilltribe people.
The Goldman Environmental
Award she received yesterday at.
tests to her dedication to her
work. :

The international award is pre-
sented by the Goldman Environ-
mental Foundation in the US to
grassroots heroes from each of the
six inhabited continents, and is
now in its fifth year.

It also awards USS 60,000
(1,530,000 baht) to each of the win-
ners, who aré nominated by a net-
work of 19 internationally known
environmental organisations (in.
cluding the World Wildlife Fund

tute of Environmental Research,
Tuenjai said, “it seems that up-
stream people are expected to pre-
serve the lorest and the environ-
ment while city people continue

‘ their slnendthrift consumption of

natural resources. How can we
expect the forest people to make
such a great sacrifice?,

“Every party, the govérnment
in particular, has placed too many
restrictions on forest dwellers,
trying to relocate them far away
from the forest, or not allowing
them to make use of their forest at
all. I think that is a bit extreme.”

Tuenjai referred to two current
environmental projects which,
she said, though based on good
intentions, would cause detrimen-
tal impact on the forest people’s
way of life unless carefully imple-
mented.

One ofs them is the World.
Bank's Buffer Zone project, which
pians to relocate people living
within a five-kilometre radius of
the forest.

“This means the authorities are
not concerned about the forest
peuﬂle's livelihood'- Pedple living *
in the fotest are expected to pre:-
serve the forest for the majority,
or city people,” said Tuenjai.

The other is the government’s
project to plant forests in five mil-
lion rai of land throughout the
country to cclebrate HM the
King's 50th coronation anniversa-

ry.
“I don’t oppose the project. The
idea is very good since it will pro-
vide more [orest land. But the way
the project has been carried out is
not practical since the govern-
ment agency will use some parts
of people’s land for the afforesta-
ton. 3 . -
According to Tuenjai, around
800,000 rai of land in Chiang Rai,
where she has worked. have been
set aside ns forest land for the




AFRICA 1990

Michael Werikhe, known as the
“Rhino Man” in Kenya, has.
walked thousands of miles in
East Africa, Europe and North
America to raise public awareness
and money for the endangered
black rhinoceros. '

ASIA 1990

Harrison Ngaw, a Kaypan tribe
member, has been a key organizer
i the indigenous people’s fight to
save the rainforests on Sarawak in
Malaysia. Ngan used his prize money
to finance an election campaign
that landed him a seat in parliament,

"ISLAND NATIONS 1990

Dr. Bob Brown, gave up his med-
ical practice to launch a successful
nationwide grassroots campaign
against the damming of
Tasmania’s Franklin River, the
last free-flowing river inf Australia,

EUROPE 1990

Jdnos Vargha, a biologist from

Budapest, Hungary, was a

leader in the campaign to
save the Danube River from the

ecologically devastating Gabcikovo-

Nagymoros dam.

NORTH AMLERICA 1990

Lois Gibbs, discovering that
22,000 tons of chemical waste
were buried in Love Canal near
her home in Niagara Falls, New
York, U.S.A., successfully led the
struggle to have her community
evacuated and relocated.

"SOUTH/CENTRAL
AMERICA 1990

Janet Gibson helped establish the
Hol Chan Marine Reserve, the
first marine reserve in Central
America, in order to help protect
the barrier reef off Belize, the
world’s second largest coral reef.

AFRICA 1991

Professor Wangari Maadthai
launched the Green Belt Move-
ment, a grassroots tree-planting
project composed mainly of
women, which aims to curtail
deforestation and desertification
in Kenya.

ASIA 1991

Yoichi Kuroda has coordinated
Japan Tropical Action Network’s

campaign to expose and reform -
Japan's role in tropical deforesta-

tion. JATAN's efforts have greatly

increased public awareness of this

issue in Japan. ’

ISLAND NATIONS 1991

Cath Wallace of New Zealand has
worked tirelessly to protect the
fragile ccosystem of Antarctica.
She has been an advocate for
the ratification of the Antarctic
Environmental Protocol.

.

EUROPE 1991

Eha Kern, a teacher in rural
Sweden, and Roland Tiensuu, her
student, started a movement for
children concerned about rain-
Jorest destruction. Guided by
Kern, the Children’s Rizinﬁ;rest has
‘raised millions of dollars.

SOUTH/CENTRAL

AMERICA 1991

Evaristo Nugkuag of Peru’s Agua-
runa tribe is founder of the Coordi-
nating Body of Indigenous Peoples
Organizations of the Amazon Basin,
showing that indigenous peoples are: *
central to conserving that region.



NORTH AMERICA 1991

Sam LaBudde boarded a Paria-
manian tuna boat and surreptitious-
ly filmed the gruesome slaughter
of dolphins. His disturbing video
provided important evidence that
ultimately led to “dolphin-safe”
tuna in the United States.

AFRICA 1992

Wadja Mathieu Egnankou, from
the Ivory Coast, has been a lone
spokesman for West Africa’s imper-
iled coastal mangrove forests, an
extraordinarily rich ecasystem
vital to the livelihood and well-
being of the country’s entire coast.

ASIA 1992

Medha Patkar has imobilized mus-
sive marches and peaceful protests
against the construction of the
Sardar Sarovar Dam in India,
which will displace thousands of
tribal people and submerge vast
stretches of forests and farmland.

ISLAND NATIONS 1992

Senator Jeton Anjain organized
the evacuation of his homeland,
Rongelap, in the Marshall Islands,
which was contaminated by U.S.
hydrogen bomb testing in 1954,
He died last year from cancer,
wnost likely the result of the testing.
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EUROPE 1992

Christine Jean of France coordinat-
ed a country-wide campaign called
“Loire Vivante" (Living Loire) to
save the river that is known as the
last wild river in Europe. Her efforts
resulted in the French government’s
cancellation of a proposed dam.

NORTH AMERICA 1992

Colleen McCrory has led an
impassioned fight to protect
both the temperate rainforest
of her native British Columbia,

" Canada, and the country’s equal-

ly threatened northern boreal
forests.

SOUTH/CENTRAL
AMERICA 1992

Carlos Alberto Ricardo realized
that in Brazil, the destruction of
indigenous peoples paved the way
for environn:ental destruction in
Amazonia and has dedicated his
life to championing indigenous
rights.

AFRICA 1993

Garth Owen-Smith and Margaret
Jacobsohn started a conmunity-
based natural resource management
program in Namibia linking wild-
life conservation to sustainable rural
development. Their program is a
model throughout Africa,



ASIA 1993

Dai Qing, journalist, outspoken
in lier opposition to China’s
plan to damt the Yangize River,
published a collection of essays

by Chinese intellectuals critical of

what would be the world's largest
hydroelectric dam.

ISLAND NATIONS 1993

John Sinclair has fought to protect
Fraser Island, the world’s largest
sand island, located off the
coast of Queensland, Australia.
He succeeded in stopping sand
mining and logging of the.
island’s unique rainforest.

"EUROPE 1993

Sviateslav Zabelin co-founded
“the Socio-Ecological Union, a
coalition of more than 200 organi-
zations throughout the former
Soviet Union to help solve the
region’s immense environmental
problems.

NORTH AMERICA 1993

JoAnn Tall, @ Lakora woman in-
spired by Native American respect
for the land, helped stop wnclear
weapons testing in North Dakoru’s
Black Hills and prevented hazardous
landfills from being located in the Pine
Ridge and Rosebud Reservations.

SOUTH/CENTRAL
AMERICA 1993

Juan Mayr has led a criisade io
protect the Sierra Nevada de Sante
Marta, the world's Tighest coustal
mountain, located i Colonibia.
His work has succeeded in getting
disparate groups to coine togetier
for its preservation.

AFRICA 1994

Laila Kamel’s work with  the

Zabaleen garbage collectors of

Cairo, Egypt. has shown that
wide-scale recycling programs pro-
vide a solution to excess garbage,
while generating income and
improving the well-being of the
city’s most disenfranchised people.

64

ASIA 1994

Tuenjai Deetes, working with min-
ority hill tribes of northern Thailand,
has implemented sustainable agri-
culture and reforestation projects to
protect this fragile watershed areu.
These communities are now nation-
al models in resowrce conservation.

EUROPE 1994

ldiko “Heffa” Schiicking traced
Gerinany'’s role in the destruction
of tropical forests worldwide
in her landmark “Rainforest
Memorandum,” precipitating a
significant drop in Germany's

“consumption of tropical timber.

ISLAND NATIONS 1994

Andrew Sinumons created JEMS,
a volunieer community development
organization in St. Vincent, a
Caribbean nation. Through litera-
cy and skills programs for youth,

he has motivated communitios o |

protect the island’s natuwral resources.

NORTH AMERICA 1994

Matthew Coon Comne, Grand Chicf

of the Grand Council of the Cree
Indians, has led the Crees in their
fight against the massive James Bay
hydroelectric development project
in Quebec. The project woulil des-
troy a watershed the size of Fronce.

SOUTH/CENTRAL
AMERICA '1994

Luis Macas, a Quiclha from the Anates
and president of the Confederation
of Indian Nationalities of Ecuador
{CONAIE), has led a peacefidl struggle
for indigenous rights. Macas nego-
tiated a three-million-acre land
transfer back to’ indigenous control.

Public Medi Center



PAGE 2

1997

BANGKOK POST# WEDNESDAY MARCH 112,

[
‘home

. AWARD
Thai social
activist
honoured

Thai woman social activist has -

won an award from the United
Nations Environment Programme for
her outstanding role in environmen-
tal conservation, the Foreign Minis-
try said in a press release yesterday.

Tuenjai Deethet, founder and sec-
refary-general of the Highland Com-
munity Development Foundation, is
one of 25 women from various nations
honoured by the UNEP for their con-
tributions to environmental conser-
vation.

Mrs Tuenjai recently went to New
York for the award presentation cere-
mony.

She has been working in communi-
ty development since 1973. She has
played a key role in coordinating
work with representatives from gov-
ernment and private sectors as well as
non-governmental organisatiohs to
help improve living conditions of hill-
tribe people, promote sustainable ag-
ricultural development and forest
conservation awareness among
tribesmen. ;

The other awardees honoutred in
the event called “Eyes on the Envi-
ronment — 25 Women Leaders in Ac-
tion™ marking the UNEP’s 25th anni-
versary include former Norwegian
prime minister Gro Harlem Brundt-
land, Australian singer Olivier New-
ton-John and Dr Nafis Sadik of P-- -
kistan.

__ :
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ineteen years ago,
when Tuanjai Kun-
chorn was a univer-
sity undergraduate,
‘she and a group of
other students spent one of their
semester breaks in a hilltribe
village in Chiang Rai, teaching
Thai to the children.

While she was there, she asked
the village headman if the villagers
would welcome her if she returned
after graduating from university.
She said she wanted to teach in the

village. - The headrian,  realiziig

the 1mportancc of a Thai education
for the villagers, said yes.

If she came back, he promised,
the villagers would build- a school
for the children and a housc for her
1o live in. ;

This promise all but commmed
Tuanjai to retum to the village
once she graduated. Whether she
knew it or not, that pact between
her_and the headman, whom she
la  came to regard as a; fathet
fig~ - set the direction of her lifé,

: ..ay, 40-year-old Tuanjai is 2
prominent social ‘worker who has
done much fo improve the lives of
hilltribes people in Chiang Rai.
She was recently given the Dee Sri
Sangkhom (Good Citizen) award
by a well-known Thai newspaper
and the Ashoka prize by the US-
based Ashoka Association, which
hands out awards to individuals
who have made a significant
contribution to society.

Married to Thanoochai Deethet,
the chief of the Hilltribe Develop-
ment. Centre in Doi Mae Salong,
Chiang Rai, she is also the mother
of two children.

"1t is easy to fall in love with

_ place,”” she said recently of

tr_ ‘lage she has made her home,
‘ania the surrounding region.
. ““The mountains, the sea of mist
and the hilltribe culture — I have
-always thought how lucky "the
hilltribes are to have these things.
Yet 1 worry that they should lose
touch with their own culture and
become dominated by one that is
not their own.

“} also wipITy skat their lives, in

arm w:m naturg, wili be

chsrupted if this happens. I want to
see them keep their own culture
and remain self-reliant.”

Tuanjai’s auto-biography, Mae
Chan Sai Nam Thee Phan Plian,
has already earmmed her many
admirers and inspired young Thais
who emulate her. The book de-
scribes her life and work with the
hilltribes in, the m Chan-Mae
Sulong district of Chxang Rai.

- Tuanjai began wopkang with the

sat Graduate Volug?eer Centre
l(TGVC), founded

korn. The centre organized pro-
Jects that allowed young educated
{ Thais like her to help underprivi-
| leged communities in the country.

l Tuanjai volunteered for a one-
| year project to help devclop the
Imllmbe community in Baan
i Pangsa, Chiang: Rai. During that

" time, she learned as much as she’
, could about the hilltribes — their

: culture, lifestyle, clan system and
language.

Although she was teaching their

childrcn how tor speak, reaﬁ and’
- write Thai, she felt it important for

© her to learn their language as well.
“In the beginning, the [district
authorities] advised me not to
~ speak the hilltribe language in the
_ classroom. They said if I did that I
~ would never get the children to
learn Thai.

“But 1 thought that speakmg
. their language would reduce the

gap between us. It would help me:

- win their trust. I understood my

the language and the culture on
* them.
“I saw the unportance of their
learning Thai as a way of protect-
_ ing themselves from being exploit-
ed,™ she said. ‘
From the beginning, she regard-
ed herself as a resident in the
hilltribe village and not a visitor.

““I never thought of my stay with

" them as.temporary. I also intended
to use Baan Pangsa as a base from

other villages,”” she said.

After her one-year project with
the TGVC was over, she produced
. a thesis based on her work with the
hilltribes. That thesis won her a
place in Comell University in the
US, to do a masters degree. But
she gave up that offer in favour of
staying on with the hilltribes and
continuing her work with them on

- her own.

) felt so privileged to .be

educated while the hilltribes were -

illiterate and poor. [ felt it my duty
to help educate them. [ also
believed that I could give my best
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hllltnbes by Jmmng&thc Thamima- |

y respected ;.-
i elder statesman, Dr Puey Ungpha- - .

job as helping them to leamn Thai -
but not to'domingte them and force, -

" which I could expand and help

by ‘working on my own at the .
- grassroots instead of going for a .
* hifalutin degree,”” - she said, ex--

? plaining why she decided- agamst
going to Cornell.

| She also decided not to work'
with or through a government -
agency, although she could easily .-
have got a job in one. She felt the
bureaucracy would “hamper  her
work. Thus, she decided to contin- -
ue teaching in the village on her
own steam.

“After12 years in Baan Pangs

sh'é “decided thiat the villagers were
" educated enough to stand on their.
own feet. She thought it was time
to reach out and help other villages
and she began teaching in other, -
less well off, villages in the region.

Eventually, she built up a staff
and set up her own education and
development projects in the Mae |
Chan and Mae Salong districts of
Chiang Rai. Seven years ago, she
set up the Development jn the Hill
Area Foundation to coordinate and
administer these projects. The
foundation is run by Thai volun-
teers like herself and hilltribe
leaders.

- Their current work covering six _
hilttribe villages in the region, -
consists of Thai language teaching
and teaching hilltribes people
methods of agriculture that are
self-sustaining and not destructive
to the environment. i

Some of the foundation’s hill-
tribe staff are Tuanjai’s ex-stu-
‘dents who have grown up and
decided to help her develop their

i
‘

‘own communities.

-, Today, said Tuanjai, Thalland’
“hilltribe  people face two main

*.problems that are threatening their

"« future and lifestyle. One is the

issue of nationality. The Thai -

-, government, she explained, does

. have a policy to grant Thai
*-citizenship to hilltribe people born
“"and raised on Thai soil. '

While that policy is just, the
government insists that a hilltribe
person proves that he or she was
born and raised in Thailand. For
the majority of hilltribes people,
that is a tall order because, being
born in their own isolated villages,
few of them have birth certificates
to prove their place of birth.

Consequently, hilltribes people
applying for Thai citizenship need
"to produce witnesses (who have to
- “be Thai citizens) to swear that they

CONTINUED on page A% ~



know the mdmdual and ‘that he or
she ~ was" bom a.nd msed m

| “Thailand. -

This_ requxrement, smd, 'I‘ua;l_)al,!

lonly gives “rise fo cormptlon-

because it is possible to ‘‘buy”’

witnesses. On the other hand, those
htt__ltnbe people who do not have a
birth certificate and who are too
poor to pay for witnesses, have not

means of obtammg Thai citizen-

ship.
More than 40 per cent of

+ hilltribe people in Thailand do not
' possess Thai nationality and have
" no way of getting 1t, accordmg to
; Tua.njal. b

She said. the govemment should
be more ‘humane ‘and pmctlcal in

_granting Thai citizenship to hill-

tribes people. For example, instead
of insisting on a birth certificate or
witnesses, it could ask for proof of
residence over ‘a ‘period of 10
years. In. this way, even those who
cannot prove where they were born

can work towards one day getting -
- justice either from the Burmese o::
" the' 'Ihal govomment i
i ’Wa simply s)Spcl them. ar;d
) ‘clatm that- they & are,” not - our
" responsibility or will we do what is -

c:ttzenshlp if they stay in Thailand,

-register themselves and k'eep a
... clean record. .. :

““The- government has to accept
that hilltribes people cannot all

prove they were born in Thailand.

But.if they live here and are '
willing to become Thai citizens,:
* that should be enough,” she said.

Once hilltribes people are given
a nationality, she said, they will

chance'?” she asked.
She also pleaded for sympathy

country. ‘‘These people cannot go

back to Burma no matter how .

fertile the land is there, What will
happen to this group of hilltribes

" people. have “a* right’ to" r

people‘? They have recetved no .

humane?" she asked.:”
~Hilltribes people, sh(: connnucd,

have been made: scapegoats , for
everythlng from drug trafficking to

- prostitution and the destruction of
- the envuonment "But ‘the real -
feel more secure and will be more. - i
willing to settle down and develop

their community. *‘They are ready

to ‘adjust to the Thai system. Are’ . .
we _ready - to - give them that SR

. ly /
. they happen ‘to bé l‘""a,to
for. hilltribes people who have :
migrated to Thailand from Burma-
to ‘escape the civil war in that

forest reserves. “'The.. ‘government ‘-
‘has failed to underst_apd. that these 3
emam S
where they are because. thcy :
there long- bcfore the areas were*
declared forest. reserves '
“The government should come

. up with a master plan that will
enable the hilltribes to stay in their -
" native land even if the forest is '
grotectgd," said Tuan :

> As it lS, the region, and;,

from oumde De-
spite Mae ‘Chan and Mae Salong

i bcmg a forest reseérve, the authori-
. ties have: built a road cutting right
- through the. regmn The authorities. -
claim the road is necessary: to
‘maintain secunty and to faclhtatc- '
1 deve]opment '

In- reality, what the road has

done is to introduce influences -

from the outside that threatéen the
preservation of the forest in the
region and the way of life of the
hilitribes people. Tourism is creep-
ing into. the region and, together
with it, commercialism. The hill-
tribes 'people are already being
touted by the tounst industry as an
attraction.

“Tradluonally, the h1Iltnbes in

u* ,qr j_L },' “an 2

this region have been self-subsis-

tent and contented. But now;: wlth
- all- this: ‘devclqpment’, .they arev: .
*" learning the ways'of the ;
" 4. peoples, When,untthe.p
: hllltnbes are bemg threatened by'-
- “‘development”’

and shoes

““If this kmd of thmg
I worry that the culty
hilltribes * will be. lost for
said Tuanjai. : i

After 20 years of workm with
the hilltribes, Tuanjai said she does
not regret any of the time: she as
spent with them. ‘‘What. _I ave
been doing is my life’s work: The
namjai [goodwill] I have received
from the villagers and my staﬁ‘ is
the most valuable thing mmy_ltfe

““What 1 want to do now is to
inspire others younger than me to

‘take over where I have left off e

she said.
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teacher in the hills

ABOVE LEFl' The Akha New Year still éelelirat?d in Baan Paka, one of the vilhgés under Tuanjai’s development project; ABOVE
'RIGHT: A hilltribe woman with a baby beg for. money from tourists — traditionally, hilltribes people had no use for money.




2 Thais win

| LOCAL enﬂronmentalxsts Tuen;m

| Deetes and Pravit Thomya )
I been awarded the United Nations..
. Environment Progx‘ammes Global
! 500 award.’ SELL
| Mrs Tuenjai and Mr Pravit were
i chosen for the award bzsed on their
| dedication and achievements in con-
E servation and ‘.nvxronmental pro-
! tection. - .
| Theywill receive the award dunng
! the Earth Summit in Rio de Jane:ro
i Brezil, in June. '
| Mrs 'lucnjzu is the coordinator of
i the Community Development of the
- Upland Foundation.

UN award

" awards, including the Khon Dee Si.

She has successfully combined her
concern for hilltribe human rights
.with natural farming techniques as-
a response to mdesp ad ¢ eforesta-"

She u-troduced contour farmmg
t6 the hilltribes in Chiang Rai Prov--
ince so they could i improve their wa-
ter catchment techniques. :

Mrs Tuenjai has previously won. .
many lccal  and  international

Sangkhorn Award and the Ashoka
Award. .
No details were available concern-

ing Mr Pravit’s activities,

SR> il

TUENJA! wea Anolher award ™

.
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SECTION « THREE

o

 HELPING
HILLTRIBE S

A believer in the
harmonious co-existence of

man and the forest, Tuenjai

Deetes is spreading the word
-about sustainable agriculture
among hilltribesmen in the:
North. If they do no harm to
the environment, she tells
them, they will have a better
chance of being allowed to

stay in t’heir hillside homes
“and to keep their tribal
traditions and culture.
In the second of a two-part
series on hilltribe
agriculture, Outlook

interviewed the woman who
is to receive the Global 500

award at the Earth Summit
in Brazil.

Story by Atiya Achakulwisut

Picture by Sanitsuda Ekachai
PP S ——
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Tuenjai Deetes:
"Hilltribesmen
should be
allowed to live as
protectors of the

B e T




_ find beauty in their
| . =#=simple way of life and
‘culture,” says Tuenjai Deetes.

‘She’s a small woman with a

'big* heart. Practical, too. “I
lalso realise;” she declares,
“that unless someone passes
on knowledge and information
to them, their acts of igno-
rance will be harmful to the
‘country.” _

i Founder and director of the
‘Centre for the Coordination of
Non-governmental Tribal Devel-
opment Organisations and a co-
ordinator of the Hill Area Devel-
opment Foundation, Tuenjai has
devoted half of her life to educat-
ing the highlanders in the North
of Thailand so that they may sur-
vive' in a changing world. The
work has won her many national
‘and international awards, includ-
Jing the recently announced Glob-
-al 500, .

° “People always look at hill-
tribes as forest destroyers but I
;don’t think they are the only ones
ito blame. They are a part of the
problem, not a whole. There are
\many other factors causing defor-
estation; construction of roads,
\logging concessions, golf courses
and resorts. But these factors are
‘less frequently raised because the
hilltribes are easy to see; they live
in the area,” said Tuenjai.

A graduate of the Faculty of
Political Science, Tuenjai joined
a voluntary graduate or Bandit
Arsa programme to provide edu-
cationfor highlanders in Pang Sa
village, an Akha village in
Chiang Rai Province. In a small
bamboo school built by the villag-
ers, Tuenjai — known as Khru
Daeng — taught them to speak
the Thai language “so that they
'could communicate with people
in the town and get some informa-
tion,” she said.

Tuenjai said that she learnt a
lot from her stay in Pang Sa, both
the people’s way of life and their
language. She emphasised that it
was important for those who work
in the field to understand the lo-
cal’s language in order to commu-
inicate with them and win their
'acceptance and trust.

“Language is a weak point of
government units, There may be a-
idictionary of hilltribes language
‘but there is little or no applica-
tion. Missionaries are a good ex-
‘ample in this case. They thor-
ioughly study both language and
‘culture, and understand it so well
that they can translate the Bible
into the hilltribes’ written, lan:
guage,” she said.
~ Tuenjai had stayed in the vil-
lage for three years when the pub-
Tic's disapproval of the country’s
dictatorship culminated with the
student-led October 6 uprising.
After that, the government was
suspicious of activists especially
those who worked in rural areas.

= CHOSE “to- work ~for™

Ho vl oF" « ConRE RowEbRE Tay aRoFeEh:
_hiflribes because T -

ing, Tuenjai found that her bam- "

boo house had been ransacked,
her dhamma books scattered. A

‘letter from the Department of

Public Welfare was sent to her
after that, ordering her to leave
the area.

“I did not want to go at-that
time because I had many projects
to complete, such as setting up a
co-op and promoting the planting
of beans in rice fields.” '

She had to go, anyway, but
found her way back later as an
educational coordinator for the
Ministry of Education. The work
— running classes for border pa-
trol police and ‘coordination be-

- tween government agencies —

gave her a chance to meet many
“good” officials who had been of
great help but kept her away from
the villagers.

‘Realising that someone was
still needed to provide education
and information for the hilltribe
people, so that their destructive

slash and burn farming was ™

stopped, Khru Daeng decided to”
resign but still help her husband,
Head of the Centre for Hilltribes
Development, to teach the villag-
ers. , o
“It was not easy. I was still ac-
cepted by villagers. I could get
along and work with new officials
there. But I did not have social
status. People doubted for whom 1
worked. They wondered if I was
an aide to my husband?”

At that point, the idea of setting
up a foundation to start some
practical programmes for -hill-
tribe men came into her head.

s Gty e

With help and endorsement from -

friends and her husband, the Hill
Area Development Foundation
was established in 1985, At first,
Tuenjai thought that she would
be able to carry on the work in
Pang Sa village while beginning
the ground work for the new sites.

“Villagers told us that there
were government officials in the
village and we should go and edu-
cate villagers in the upper part of
the basin because their way of
farming was the root of the envi-
ronmental problem along the

_ whole Chan river,” she said.

The foundation’s first project,
therefore, was to educate and pro-
vide information to highlanders

.in a group of villages; Loh Yoh,

Haygo, Paka Sukjai, Jabusi and
Jagona, situated on Doi Mae Sa-
long, origin of the Mae Chan and
Mae Salong rivers.

formation and prep:
come qualified citizéns,™ ]

The new work turned out to be
tougher than expected: The situa-
tion and conditions were so differ-
ent from those of Pang Sa village
that prior knowledge and experi-
ence became of little use. !

“People in Pang Sa village had
already been acquainted with vil-
lagers down the hill when we first
got-there. They had an idea about
law and what Thai society was
like, Such things were absolutely
lost in these other villages,” she
said. i

The variety and complexity of
the hilltribes’ sociéty in the area
— Haw, Akha, Lisu, Myser, Wah,
Karens, and so on, fprced the
foundation’s staff to work with
utmost care. There was:Khun Sa,
the notorious and powerful drug
kingpin, and his disciples to con-
sider. ' i :
“It was like we were working in
a tiger's mouth. We had to follow
the situation all the time. We had
to be careful not to affect any
faction’s interests. We icould not
do anything that was ‘obviously
ag_adinst their old system,” she
said. - : g

To give an overall picture of the

hierarchy of hilltribes:on Doi Mae:

Salong, one has to lgok back to
the time when the 93rd battalion

led by General Tuan was sent to :

battle in Burma. Once commu-
nists took over China, these sol-

ng with control

over _ hilltribes  living

around the area. Other tribe lead- -

ers were appointed by the Chinese
who would also rule out any con-
flicts occurring in the area.

“It is very hard to change the
deep-rooted attitude of"hilltribe
men who were like creepers cling-
ing to a pillar — the Haws. We
have to gradually make them un-
derstand that they are as Thai as
the Haws. Meanwhile we could
not cause a rift between the two
groups;” she said, as she de-

- scribed the acrobatic work the

foundation had to undergo.

For this group of highlanders,
environmental awareness was es-
pecially emphasised as they all

@ Our challenge was to make them
understand that they were living in an
important and abundant area, make
them see its value and protect it ®
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At the prestigious Goldman Award
presentation ceremony held yvesterday in
San Francisco, the spotlicht shone on a
Thai social worker who has been a
staunch advocate for the hilltribes and
the environment. Chanyaporn
Chanjaraen and Karuna Buakamsri
spoke with Tuenjai Deetes, the first Thai
who has ever received the honour of a
Goldman award.

Spot lighting
hilltribes
and
environment
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@ The authorities and the
outside world want the
hilltribe people to maintain
their traditional way of
living -— to remain
primitive forever as if they
were living in a glass house.
That’s impossible. The

: hilltribes are like us: they
need to develop and
upgrade their lives. ®
— Award winner of the Goldman

Environmental Award 1994, Tuenjai
Deetes (laft) )




A EOPLE often think of
'Tuenjai ~Deetes as a
dedicated NGO work-
er who has spent over
two:decade‘; of her hife work-
mg""for hilltribes and forest
_Actualiv. her

peopie =i

‘Her present pro_]ect functlons
more like a friendship bridge simi-
lar to the recently opened Thai-
Lao one Her bridge links the up-
iieoplewho ive in water-
shed areas ose living down-
dwgllers who
inost ater and are

stre_‘g:m in: the ‘water

en orest} br h:!lmbe penple ;

ward i§ pre-

tute of ]'nwmnmental Reaearch
Tuenjai said, “it seems that up-
streéam people are expected to pre-
serve the forest and the environ-
ment while city-people continue
their spendthrift consumption: of
natural resources..How can we
expect the forest peaple to make
such-a great sacrifice?
“Every. party, the government
in particular, has placed toa many
restrictions on forest dwellers,
trying to relocate them far away
from the forest; or not allomng
them to make use of their forest at
all. 1 think that 15 a bit extreme.”
Tuenjai referred to two current
environmental " projects. which,
she said, though based on good
intentions, would cause detrimen-
tal 1mpact on the forest people’s
way’ ofllfe unless rarefully 1mp]e-
mented.

One of hem ; _‘:'the' "Worl(i
Bankf, Buffer Zone project, which

= I'_dcm t oppoqe the p]’O)P

idea 15 very good since it will pro-
vide more forest land. But the way
the project has been carried out is
not practical ‘since the govern-
ment agency will use some parts
of pecp]e 5 land fqr the 'afforesta-
tion.” R . :

Accordmg to Tuenjal

oldman Euwron-

Unless -m naged ‘»properl
twill

' insists that she stlil‘t'gs:
7 tribes regularly and alw
‘__prlorlty 1o’ her field

ficulty in working with villagers,
“she told Outlook

on J,{u,dl peop]e sk
'I‘nday', Tuen;an}

dav ‘She" began 1
lenges and a('colades have -
changed the small, evex;smxb
woman ol 42 who is an are
twa NGOs for the: hilltribes = th
(‘mtre fur the Coordmat

forest we h'lV(‘ to p v;de
wu,h other alternative
+th

Graduate. ngramme to prow_ _
education forhighl: Pan

%Chn.R

‘Being well:known pose

still Visit the
villages-. regularl HoWevem
need to manage my-hme swell in -







Durtng the month of October, Thai Ashoka Fellow Tuenia Deetes completed a
whirtwind tour of Ashoka supporters in Sweden, London, Paris, Brussels,
Washington D C., Boston. Bangor. Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Francisco.
Ms. Deetes
Winners in San Francisco. Earlier this vear she recerved the Goldman Prize for
Thaitand

minated with a reunion of Goldman Environmentul Prize

her sustamnable development work with the mll tribes of Northern

ironmental award. She

The Goldman Prize was Ms. Deetes’ seconc major eny

al g 3 ¥ 1 \ e ' { \ « 3] HER { L]
also recerved the 1992 United Nations Global 300 Award

Ashoka Fellow Tuenjai Deetes with
Ashoka (UK Trist Chatrperson Si Ms. Deetes” trip provided Ashoka Chapter members with oppurtunities not

Gillie (centeri and Ashoka Developmenronly 10 meet a very accomplished Ashoka Fellow, but also to put people and

Associate Gabn \__,«'L.'rr'm;-';. (right) organizations in their own communities in touch with her. Ashoka (UK) Trust

Chairperson Sue Gillie accompanied Ms, Deetes for mast of the trip.

Thanks 1o the help of Ashoka Chapter members. Ms. Deetes met with people
trom a vanety of environmental organizanons. Washington D.C. Chapter
member June Taylor arranged for Ms. Deetes to speak at brown bag lunches
at the World Wildlife Federation and the Environmental Protection Agency
offices in San Francisco and Washirgton. Chapter member Brad Sturz

Diecember 1994

organized a reception in Ms. Deetes” honor co-hosted by the Pacific Institute

for Development, Environment and Secunity and the Society for International

Development at the Asia Foundarion's San Francisco offices,

Educational groups were also very interested in learning about Ms. Deetes’
experiences as a community orgamzer and advocate of indigenous people. In
Boston, Chapter member Dick Lockwood enabled her to meet with students in
a class about non-governmental organizations at Harvard’s J.LE K. School of
Government, and at Radcliffe’s Bunting Institute. She then went on to make

presentations w service clubs and school groups in Bangor, Maine at events
organized by Geolf Gratwick. Volunteer Norm Waite also arranged for Ms.
Deetes to speak at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut.

Some of the most exciting events brought long-time Ashoka supporters and

amizations new to Ashoka together for the first ume. For example, in
Washington, D.C.. Panida Puccinelli, James Woods, and Tat
Chantraparnik spearheaded a jomnt effort between the Thai- American

Update

Association and Ashoka to host a reception {or Ms. Deetes at the Royal Thas

Embuassy. The event, which drew about 130 guests, was made even more

ASHOKA

noteworthy by the attendance of the Thar Ambassador, Manasapas Xuto. In
New York =_'1i_'.‘. The Rockefeller Brothers Fund, & foundation concerned with
sustainable development. joined forces with Ashoka for a reception in honor of

Ms. Deetes at the Art Gallery of the Century Association.

Unfortunately. the size of this newsletter does not permit us 1o detail all of the
events that marked Ms. Deetes and Ms. Gillie's trip. However, we do wish to

also thank Viveka Wikborn in Uppsala, Francios Meurine in Paris.
Jeannette Mullaart in Brussels, Kay Kendall in Washington D.C .. Rachel
Hines, Sophie Muir, Michael Northrop, and Peter Riggs in New York City,
Ann Gilchrist and Grace Wood 1o ( ). David Abel and Joan

o]
& Abrahamson in Los Angeles. and Jean Circiello, Amy Fraenkel. and Nico
: z van Aelstyn in San Francisco for their help in making this tip a success,
i
r = Qur velunteers find ;ut-'u'-‘ ipating in Ashoka Chapters an extemelv sauispving
- fand fun! i way o support soctal development wrouwnd ihe world and in their

W CORTINHILLE S fE’ Mere tRformation aboul ow fo pecome tinvolved i an

Ashora ( hdpler itear vou, conta ot Gaby Skuriick at N2 78300
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Ashoka Fellow
Receives Goldman
_Environmental Prize

The Goldman Environmental Founda-
tion recently honored Ashoka Fellow
Tuenjai Deetes for her grassroots work
with the Thailand hill tribes. Every
year the
founda-
tion
selects
SiX
grassroots
“pnviron-
mentalists
from
around
the world
to receive
the ‘
_.$60,000 award. Ms. Deetes was this
(_ _=ar’s winner from Asia.

Ashoka Thailand Fellow,
Tuenjai Destes

Since she was a student Ms. Deetes has |
worked with semi-nomadic tribes of
northern and northeastern Thailand.
Many originally come from Burma and|
Laos. |

Ms. Deetes found living conditions
wrought with problems. Because they
were not Thai citizens and few spoke
Thai, the hill tribes could not access
social services such as health care and
education. She also found that their
agricultural practices were
environmentally and socially

(continued on page 3)

| E2 Member Gets to the Grassroots of Things

Philippe Villers has been an Ashoka
Entreprenuer ro Entrepreneur (E2)
Member since 1992. The E2 program
is Ashoka's way to bring business
entrepreneurs together with public
enirepreneurs. With his wife Kate
Villers, Mr. Villers recently made his
second E2 trip to meet with Ashoka
Fellows in Brazil. In 1992 he visited
Fellows in Mexico. During his career,
Mr. Villers has founded three
companies, including Computervision
Corporation, a Fortune 500 company
and a leader in the CAD/CAM
(Computer Aided Design) indusiry.
Computervision is lisied on the New
York Stock Exchange.

Today Mr. Villers is President of
Families USA Foundation and a board

Excerpts from his trip

member of Amnesty International USA.

by supporting key change agents in
critical areas of social progress.

Probably one of the most
entrepreneurnial of the Ashoka Fellows
is Ana Vasconcelos who has started a
series of projects for street girls in
Recife (population 3 million). We
started at “Passage House,” the
settlement house Ana founded and
which is run by and for street girls.
Many of the girls derive their sole
support from prostitution and others
would otherwise be headed that way.
One particularly impressive program
was for girls, ranging in age from 15
to 21, who have been trained as

community coordinators in four of the

local favela communities. They have
acquired a great deal of self-respect
(continued on page 3)

report follow.

It was Kate and my first
visit to Brazil. This was a
crowded, sometimes very
crowded, but immensely
rewarding tnp. The 18
Ashoka Fellows we met are
collectively a most
impressive group of public
entrepreneurs. What for us
had been a vague and
amorphous concept of the
role of Ashoka in Brazil
became clear as an exciting

way to help move society
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E2 Mem ber in Brazil (continued from page 1)

and confidence through this program.
They are called “agents of information”
dealing with such 1ssues as community
problems, women's nights, sex, and
health issues. We met this group of
new “coordinators” and were
particularly 1mpressed with these
assertive, alert group of young women.

In her other programs, Ana helps
about 2000 girls a year. One of her
major concerns is to protect them from
the police. Ana told us that police had
killed 50 of her girls this past vear,
She added that recently a taxy drniver
saw a policeman killing one of the
girls, and this case 15 expected to come
to trial.

We also had the opportunity to visit
TV VIVA, an unusual human nghts
and community building project
started by a dynamuc Ashoka Fellow,
Valdemar Oliveira Neto, “Maneto.” TV
VIVA 1s part of his broader project,

the Centro de Cultura Luiz Freire
which works tn human rights, educa-
tion. and community development.

The Centro works on the failings of the
criminal justice system, investigating
police brutality, torture, and other
abuses by the authonties. Maneto told
us that “death squad’ killings in Recife
alone numbered 260 10 1988. The

Centro both legally challenges and
exposes these human nghts violations.

Maneto told us that only 13% of
Brazilians complete the 8th grade, and
only a slightly more, 22 %, complete
four vears of school. To reach large
illiterate populations they produce “off
the air’ community TV programs
which are projected on a screen
mounted on a van which stops at 24
favela locations once a week. We
watched one evening, standing in the
street and observing community
residents waiching news programs,
segments on cholera and AIDS
prevention, and entertainment.

For my wife and ] this was an enor-
mously meaningful trip, and the
significance of what the Ashoka
Fellows are doing really took on
meaning. In seven days we gained an
incredibly rich understanding of many
of Brazil's social problems and how the
Fellows contribute to solutions. If you
tzke an E2 trip to an Ashoka country,
your tnp will not be your most restful
trip ever, but probably ope of the most
exciting ones that you will ever take.

For more informarion about the E2
program, call Gabrielle Skurnick ar
(703) 527-8300. Q

Khru Yui Honored for
“Work with Children

| The Tharn Namjai Foundation

recently recognized Wallop

Tangkananurak (Khru Yui) as a “model
Thai citizen” because of his dedication
to improving the lives of poor, abused,

| runaway,

! organiza-

Environmentalist Wins Award (continued from page 1) ¥ ¥

:damagmg. Slash and burn agriculture
threatened valuable forest areas and
quickened erosion. The cultivatiop of
opium contributed to drug use and
trafficking in the region.

Since then, Ms. Deetes has created a
system of introducing sound
agnicultural methods to the hill tnbe
communities while also teaching the
Thai language and the curriculum the
Thai government requires for
:itizenship. She has found ways to
introduce these innovations to the
rribes without dimmishing the value of
their traditional cultures. While Ms.

Deetes recognizes that becoming part
of That society 1s important to the
matenal well-being and future of the
hill tribes, she also knows that
abandoning traditional practices wall
lead to a sense of aliepation among the
people.

The Goldman prize 18 the second major
environmental award that Ms. Deetes
has received. In 1992 the United
Nations Environmental Program
honored her with the Global 500 award
at the Rio Earth Summit. She was
elected an Ashoka Fellow m 1989, O

and
neglected
children in
Thailand.

Since 1986
Khru Yui's

tion, the
Foundation
for the
Better Life
of Children,
has responded to the needs of the
chuldren of migrant workers, child
laborers, homeless children and
children involved in prostitution and
substance abuse. In addition to
providing care directly to children, the
Foundation raises public awareness of
child welfare 1ssues through the
media, volunteers, site visits, and a
network of governmental and non-
governmental organizations.

As a result of these outreach activities,
the Foundation has built a strong base
of individual and small group financial
and community support. The foster
home for rural homeless children Khru
Yui established exemplifies the type of
grassroots support he has gamered for
his projects. By building the home
near a Buddhist temple, he won the

| support of the monks and the village.

| Khru Yui also developed a program of

sidewalk teachers and mobile educa-
tion units that brings education to

i children who cannot attend school. In

January Khru Yu: launched a project
aimed at rural children. He hopes to
make education more accessible to

' children in rural areas by giving them

bicycles and elinunating the lengthy
walks which discourage many children

| from attending school. 1




sove: Three of Thailand’s
shoka fellows (from top):
wra Bunsong Panyawutho,
1enjai Daeethet, and
ranthawipa Apisul,

ILLIAM Drayton is looking for -a
few good people with ideas that can
change the world, -

For the past decade the founder
of Ashcka: Tunovators for the Public has been
scouring the Third World looking for people
interested in public service who are -equipped
beth with path-breaking ideas and with a deter—

mination to carry them through. ;
Drayton calls them. the public service entrepre-

_ neurs. These are people who have visionary creativ:

ity, he_ says, “to look beyond the horizon and see a
different future”, and who have the entrepreneurial
ability to turn a vision into a definable ohjective and
to devise steps to achieve it. ;

Explains Dyayton: “We do not mean people who
can gef things done, or administrate things efficient-
ly, or have leadership ability. All that helps, but it is
not what we are talking about. There are millions of
people who have those things in one degree or anoth-
er -but who Wll] never ever mt,roduce fundamental
social change.”

The public entrepreneurs, he says, “are typically
unable to be happy until their idea becomes a new
pattern in society. That commitment to an idea, al-

ost being possessed by it, for example, dlstlngmshes
I;hem from social workers. ; '

“Social workers' satisfaction comes from helping
sorhe specific groups of people,” Drayton continues in
his sofi. voice. “That does not satisfy the public entie-
preneurs. It's not that they don’t care for other people -
because otherwise they wouldn’t have chosen public
entrepreneurship versus business. But the really key
thing is the idea. They have to make thls thiog
happen, to make it become a new pattern.”

This new pattern, once established in éne society,
should be able to be duplicated elsewhere, he says, -
and in that way it changes part of the world for the
better.



A }
::r“p!ez}n»_‘nt an idea that Ashoka’s contribution 1s ex-
wtied to make the greatest impact.

The first couple of vears 1s normally the time when

1 entrepreneur faces the most difficulty, the wiry
\shoka founder explains, Since the 1dea does not vet
‘onsist of anvthing tangble that existing philan-
hropic mstitutions can evaluate, finanecial help s
dien lacking.
“The first of our two functions is this start-up
natch that helps people through their first couple of
rears. The time when they are ready to leave their
swh institution, when they know they've got a really
mportant idea that they feel they can make happen;
sur job s to recogmse that and to encourage them in
~verv possible way to give them personal financial
security. They've got enough other things to worry
ithout.”

Through local volunteers and nominators, Ashoka
dentifies potential candidates. Once elected, Ashoka
‘ellows recerve a monthly stipend for a typical period
of three vears. :

The amount of funding differs from country to
country, depending on the local cost of living. The
average cost 1n India. for example, 15 $3,000 a year,
while mn Brazil it is $7,000. In Thailand, each fellow
recetves 10,000 baht a month.

{" “Joka does not provide project funds because 1t
dises not want its fellows to become dependent on
Ashoka for future project funding. The fellows are
svnected to deal themselves with the harsh realities
of tong-term funding and institution-building.

Drayton firmly believes that public entrepreneurs
pusses's 4 combination of personahity and characteris-

Uics that makes them a rare breed of people. On the
ure hand they are creative, visionary in fact. On the
other hand they are practical people with the system-
atic mind of an engineer, who are constantly working
cut ways to solve a problem.

He winces at the suggestion that an entrepreneur 1s
an idealist. even a dreamer, or an activist.

A dreamer or idealist, he says, is only interested in
41 idea for its own sake. He does not carry it further
and transiate it into action, An entrepreneur gets no
satisfaction from a new idea aithough he 1s deter-
mined to make it happen. It 1s, Drayton notes, an
intellectual determination.

An activist, meanwhile, is not necessarily an entre-

preneur. Political activists, for example, manage per-
"7773] relationships and power structures; they are
“w< entrepreneurs, he says.
“Sueral workers who are working at village devel-
opment or slum development or working with partic.
ularly disadvantaged groups in the population are
activists. They build organisations, They make things
happen. But they're not going to change a pattern
because their focus is on serving these people where-
4+ entrepreneurs have thisidea, a very central thing,
the idea for a different future, and that's what they
sServe.

“The entrepreneur is the ultimate realist,” he de-
clares. “He is constantly testing and iterating, trying
to find solutions to the problem. He wants to make
the thing work.” .

Drayton is. after all, an entrepreneur in his own
right, The idea for Ashoka itself took over a decade to
assume a workable shape. He conceived of it in the
inid-1960s while engaged in Asian studies as an under-
oraduate at Harvard College. At the time, he was
Zetive in the American civil rights movement. He also
ctudied law at Yale Law School.

A trip to India gave him a first-hand look at a great
dimension of human suffering, or as he recalls, an
exposure beyond statistics at the human level.

“Once we get to know people there, the statistics of
S0-to-one and 100-to-one differential in average per-
capita income have a certain bite to them,” he says.

“One simply cannot come face to face with power-
‘ul differences between North and South and, if you
have any ethical backbone or sensitivity, not do
something about it.

qUeslIoN WAs: Wnal 40 You au about 1L/ yyhab s woe
most effective possible way that ordinary citizens or
small groups of ordinary citizens who don't control
government or have a lot of money could significantly
cantribute to ¢losing that North and South gap? And
the Ashoka idea came night from asking that”

@ The really key thing is the
idea. They have to make

this thing happen. .

For the next decade, he left the idea fermenting in
his mind. Meanwhile, presidential candidate Jimmy
Carter asked him, as a management consultant, to
help set up plan for the future administration. After
Carter became president, he appointed Drayvton depu-
ty admimistrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency. Drayton said he spent “four absolutely won-
derful years” with the agency. '

By the late 1970s, he felt his 1dea had matured. He
and a number of friends spent time in India, Indone-
sia, and Venezuela, “three different-size countries
with very different cultures, to see if we could find the

way to- perhaps make the idea
work .

They spent the early 80s putting
ideas nto practice on a small
scale in India, and then in Indone-
sia “It took us until the middle of
1986 before we were comfortable
we had enough methodology that
could work in different cultural
settings. Then we decided to make
the mvestment go full scale.”

Ashoka has now established 1ts
presence n about a dozen coun-
tries in Asia, Africa, and the
Americas. Thus far, 1t has elected
more than 300 fellows whose work
has shown positive results in
wide-ranging areas of activity: ag-
riculture, environment, educa-
uon, health, and others.

Among them are Chhanda Bose
of Calcutta, India, who has intro-
duced mmnovative teaching mate-
rials which have been adopted not
only in her own land but in some
areas of the United States as well;
Mary Allegretti of Brazil, who 1s
one of the leaders of a movement
to preserve the rain forests, and
Antonio Paz of Mexico, who helps
poor city people to become more
self-reliant.

Having arrived in Thauand
three vears ago, Ashoka has al-
ready elected 19 fellows. Included

in this group are: Tuenjai Deethet
whoworks to improve the lives of

Filltribe people and through them

fo _preserve the environment;
Chanthawipa Apisuk, a pre-emi-
nent AIDS campaigner and de-
fender of sex workers' nghts,
Asoke Prasanson, who recruits
the help of Buddhist monks in ru-
ral development; Phra Bunsong
P'anyawutho, a monk who works
to preserve freshwater fish and
encourages farming of “fruit for-
ests” and Chaiwat Yaowaphong-
sir, who uses his engineering
skills 1 advancing appropriate

‘technology to improve the living

conditions of people in the coun-
tryside.

“For that short a period, this 1s
a’ very good group,” comments

Drayton. “This is more fellows relative to population
than in most other countries. It's a real statement of
Thailand's cultural strength and stage of develop-

ment.”

He recently turned his attention to the second
phase of Ashoka, to organise the fellows into a net-
work of entrepreneurs. They will shave their knowl-
edge and skills, and exchange views to find better
solutions to a myriad of societal problems — all for
the betterment of the global village.

Through the Ashoka fellows, Bill Drayton 1s out to

change the world.
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rdinary people who accomplishf '‘&traordinary things, Goldman
Environmental Prize winners bring Margaret Mead's words to

life. With the earth’s environment threatened as never before by
unsustainable levels of consumption and population growth, our best hope lies
in learning how much of a difference each one of us can make, wherever and
however we live. Since 1990, a $60,000 Goldman Prize has been awarded annually
to an environmental hero from each of the planet’s six inhabited continents.
This year, the fifth anniversary of the Goldman Prize, we are pleased to
announce that future winners will each receive $75,000. And we are proud
to host the first reunion of Goldman Prize recipients, in the San Francisco
Bay Area, October 27-29, 1994. Their courage, persistence and vision promises
to make this gathering of outstanding environmentalists from more than

1

twenty-five countries a truly historic event.

THE GorLpMAN ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION P Ty Gouan |
One Lombard Street, Suite 303
83 San Francisco, CA 94111
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School of Law Rob Allen Strand
International Centre ~ Director ——

. : WC2R 2LS
for Prison Studies Tel +44 (7) 20 7848 1902

Fax +44 (0) 20 7848 1901
Email rob.allen@kcl.ac.vk
www.prisonstudies.org

Director General
Department of Corrections
222, Nonthabun 1 Road
Suanyai

Nonthaburi 11000
Thailand

February 2010

Dear Colleague

A Human Rights Approach to Prison Management: Handbook for Prison Staff Second
Edition

[ am delighted to enclose a copy of the second edition of the handbook 4 Human Rights

Approach to Prison Management, which was recently published by the International Centre
for Prison Studies.

Like the first edition the handtook has been compiled by Professor Andrew Coyle and seeks

to set out the provisions of international human rights standards and the implications these
have for the management of prisons.

The second edition updates the text to take account of new international instruments, such as
the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention of Torture (OPCAT). It also has new chapters on
the management of high security prisoners and on foreign national prisoners.

The first edition of the handbook has been translated into sixteen languages and is widely
used in prison reform work around the world. We hope that this second edition will continue
to be a resource for prison practitioners, governmental and intergovernmental organisations

and all those with an interest in prisons. In particular I hope it will be of value to you in your
work.

Electronic versions of the Handbook are available at www.prisonstudies.org and we will be
happy to consider requests for additional hard copies .

Yours sincerely

s AT s,
I’riu : \‘___ ? ! & J -
Rob Allen m/k—-—
Director . _
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