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g Confemporary Southeast Asla

1. “Multilateralism in China’s ASEAN policy: its evolution,
characteristics, and aspiration”. /by Kuik Cheng-Chwee.
Contemporary Southeast Asia. Vol.27 No.1 (April 2005) : 102
P» This article aims to study the origins and patterns of China’s

involvement in regional multilateral institutions, as well as its

characteristics and implications for China’s ASEAN policy in the post-

Cold War era. To this end, the study focuses on China’s participation in

three ASEAN-initiated and-driven multilateral institutions, namely the

ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN-China cooperation, and the

ASEAN Plus Three (APT) process. The article shows that China’s

perceptions and policies toward multilateral institutions have been

going through significant changes, from caution and suspicion to
optimism and enthusiasm. Instead of perceiving multilateral institutions
as malign arrangements that might be used by other states to challenge

China’s national sovereignty and to limit its strategic choices, Beijing

now views multilateral institutions as useful diplomatic platforms that

can be utilized to advance its own foreign policy objectives. Such
perceptual changes have slowly but significantly led to a greater
emphasis on multilateral diplomacy in China’s ASEAN policy. It can be

argued that multilateralism now plays a complementary, rather than a
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supplementary role to bilateralism in the conduct of Chinese foreign

policy towards ASEAN in the new era.

2. “The relevance of the ASEAN regional forum (ARF) for regional
security in the Asia-Pacific”. / by Dominik Heller. Contemporary
Southeast Asia. Vol.27 No.1 (April 2005) : 123
PP This article discusses the structure and the functioning of the

ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and then proceeds to analyse ARF’s

achievements, expectations, as well as increasing perceptions of its

irrelevance as a security institution. It suggests that any analysis of the
relevance of the ARF first has to examine whether the interests of its
central members are opposed to the ARF’s agenda and raison d’etre.

The three most powerful national actors (the United States, China, and

Japan) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) all have

an interest in supporting the ARF. It argues that the ARF is a forum that

reflects the convergence of strategic interests of both the regional and
external actors. Nevertheless, it concludes with the observation that the
effects of the ARF are surely not sufficient to fully secure peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific, but it is arguable whether any form of

institution could satisfy this goal.

3. “The 2004 Ba’ Kelalan by-election in Sarawak, East Malaysia: the Lun

Bawang factor and whither representative democracy in Malaysia”.

/ by Arnold Puyok. Contemporary Southeast Asia. Vol.27 No.1
(April 2005) : 64
P In Malaysia, democracy is generally interpreted in electoral terms.

Arguably, the current electoral system in Malaysia denies ordinary
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people their rights to elect their preferred representatives and
contributes to the erosion of democracy. The 2004 Ba’ Kelalan by-
election is a demonstration of the above predicament. This article
argues that irregularities in the conduct of the by-election demonstrate
how democratic rights had once again been denied. The article also
shows how the Lun Bawang community plays a pivotal political role in

determining the balance of power among the ethnic groups in Sarawak.

4. “The 2004 Philippine elections: political change in an illiberal

democracy. / by John L. Linantud. Contemporary Southeast Asia.

Vol.27 No.1 (April 2005) : 80

P» This article, based on an analysis of the 2004 elections, argues
that illiberal democracy in the Philippines rests on strong foundations.
On one hand, bad government, armed men, and the mainstreaming of
military activism and People Power have deepened the illiberal strain of
political culture since the ouster of strongman Ferdinand Marcos in
1986. On the other hand, the reassertion of democratic nationalism by
prominent institutions and public opinion, and new technologies and
types of representation, have reinforced a democracy that rests on
relatively solid footing even though it may often appear on the brink of
collapse. Public religion illustrates the complexity of these issues. If
one defines “liberal” as seeking to change the status quo, the Catholic
Church has become one of the country’s most liberal institutions
because it has challenged a frequently abusive and kleptocratic state

for secure elections and basic rights.
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g Foreign Airairs

1. “The autumn of the autocrats”. / by Fouad Ajami. Foreign Affairs.
Vol.84 No.3 (May-June 2005) : 20
P> If the assassins of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri
sought to make an example of him for his defiance of Syria, the
aftermath of the crime has mocked them. For a generation, Lebanon
was an appendage of Syrian power. But now the Lebanese people, in

an “independence intifada,’

are clamoring for a return to normalcy. The
old Arab edifice of power has survived many challenges in the past, but
something is different this time: the United States is now willing to

gamble on freedom.

2. “Down to the wire”. / by Thomas Bleha. Foreign Affairs. Vol.84 No.3

(May-June 2005) : 111

P» Once a leader in Internet innovation, the United States has fallen
far behind Japan and other Asian states in deploying broadband and
the latest mobile-phone technology. This lag will cost it dearly. By
outdoing the United States, Japan and its neighbors are positioning
themselves to be the first states to reap the benefits of the broadband
era: economic growth, increased productivity, and a better quality of

life.
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3. “Freedom and justice in the modern Middle East”. / by Bernard Lewis.
Foreign Affairs. Vol.84 No.3 (May-June 2005) : 36
P» To speak of dictatorship as being the immemorial way of doing
things in the Middle East is simply untrue. It shows ignorance of the
Arab past, contempt for the Arab present, and lack of concern for the
Arab future. Creating a democratic political and social order in Iraq or
elsewhere in the region will not be easy. But it is possible, and there

are increasing signs that it has already begun.

4. “Gaza: moving forward by pulling back”. / by David Makovsky.
Foreign Affairs. Vol.84 No.3 (May-June 2005) : 52
P» Despite widespread calls to rush to a final-status agreement
between the Israelis and the Palestinians, it would be a mistake to reach
for so much so soon. The parties must first restore trust after four and a
half years of violence, above all by making sure that Israel’s planned
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip proceeds smoothly, leaving peace and

security in its wake.

5. “How the Street Gangs Took Central America”. / by Ana Arana.
Foreign Affairs. Vol.84 No.3 (May-June 2005) : 98
P» For a decade, the United States has exported its gang problem,
sending Central American-born criminals back to their homelands-
without warning local governments. The result has been an explosive

rise of vicious, transnational gangs that now threaten the stability of the
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region’s fragile democracies. As Washington fiddles, the gangs are

growing, spreading north into Mexico and back to the United States.

6. “In larger freedom”: decision time at the UN”. / by Kofi Annan.
Foreign Affairs. Vol.84 No.3 (May-June 2005) : 63
PP Dealing with today’s threats requires broad, deep, and sustained
global cooperation. Thus the states of the world must create a
collective security system to prevent terrorism, strengthen
nonproliferation, and bring peace to war-torn areas, while also
promoting human rights, democracy, and development. And the UN

must go through its most radical overhaul yet.

7. “Saving the World Bank”. / by Sebastian Mallaby. Foreign Affairs.
Vol.84 No.3 (May-June 2005) : 75
P The next World Bank president will confront a nearly impossible
challenge: saving the institution from a curious alliance of conservatives
and radical activists that threatens to undercut its financial viability and
effectiveness. Failure to head off the danger will mean the gradual
decline of the best tool the world has for managing globalization, just

when that tool is more needed than ever.

8. “What if the British vote no?” / by Charles Grant. Foreign Affairs.
Vol.84 No.3 (May-June 2005) : 86
P If ratified, the new EU constitution will change the way the union
works. It cannot take effect unless approved by all 25 members, but in

only one country-the United Kingdom-do polls show that a majority
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oppose the document. Still, a rejection there would throw Europe into a
constitutional crisis. And it could ultimately harm transatlantic relations

as well.

g&i@f@igm Policy

1. “Apocalypse soon”. / by Robert S.McNamara. Foreign Policy.
(May-June 2005) : 29
P For more than 40 years, Robert McNamara has worked on U.S.
nuclear strategy and war plans. As secretary of defense, his counsel
helped the Kennedy administration avert a nuclear catastrophe during
the Cuban Missile Crisis. Today, he believes the United States must no
longer rely on nuclear weapons as a foreign-policy tool. To do so is

immoral, illegal, and dreadfully dangerous.

2. “Arabs in foreign lands”. / by Moises Naim. Foreign Policy.
(May-June 2005) : 96
P» This article aim to study the people of Arab descent living in the
United States are doing far better than the average American. That is
the surprising conclusion drawn from data collected by the U.S. Census
Bureau in 2000 and released last March. The census found that U.S.
residents who report having Arab ancestors are better educated and

wealthier than average Americans. What the success of Arab
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Americans tells us about Europe, the Middle East, and the power of

culture.

3. “The great stem cell race”. / by Robert L.Paarlberg. Foregin

Policy. (May-June 2005) : 44

P As scientists scramble to unlock the potential of stem cells,
governments struggle to balance science and ethics. Countries trying
to pull ahead have quickly learned that they have little control. Fierce
competition for top researchers and private capital is pushing the pace-

and punishing those who stumble.

4. “lIran”. / by Christopher de Bellaigue. Foreign Policy. (May-June
2005) : 18
P» Tehran’s desire for a nuclear bomb has put it in Washington’s
cross hairs. But neither U.S. President George W.Bush’s repeated
condemnations of Iran’s clerical rulers nor the threat of military force
will do much to help the cause of democracy. When Iran reforms it will

happen because its youth-not the United States-demands it.

5. “The price of life”. / by Rachel Glennerster, Michael Kremer, and
Heidi Williams. Foreign Policy. (May-June 2005) : 26
P» The pharmaceutical industry spends billions each year developing
new medicines. But which diseases are they fighting? Here’s a clue: It

has more to do with serving customers than saving lives.

6. “A view to a kill” / by Charles Lane. Foreign Policy. (May-June



naRIWABIENA §1RNIBINT EIRNIIBAIBNITEATGUNHITY)T. WOBAAN 2548 Wi 54

2005) : 37

P Unlike capital punishment in the United States, Japan’s death
penalty is on the rise. Yet Japanese officials keep state executions out
of public view and shrouded in secrecy. Not even the condemned
prisoners know the day they will die. Step inside the gallows for a rare

look at how Japan takes a life.

g Farvarad Business Review

1. “The quest for customer focus”. / by Ranjay Gulati and James B.
Oldroyd. Harvard Business Review. Vol.83 No.4 (April 2005) : 92
P» Every company wants to get close to its customers, but wishing

doesn’t make it so. New research identifies four stages of customer

focus and maps the organizational changes necessary to navigate from

one stage to the next.

2. “Selection bias and the perils of benchmarking”. / by Jerker Denrell.
Harvard Business Review. Vol.83 No.4 (April 2005) : 114
P» Impressive studies show that following best practices, focusing on
the core, and building a strong culture are among the secrets of
business success. But beware: These and other received ideas may

also be the secrets of failure.
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3. “Seven transformations of leadership”. / by David Rooke and William
R. Torbert. Harvard Business Revies. Vol.83 No.4 (April 2005) : 67
P» Most developmental psychologists agree that what differentiates
leaders is not so much their philosophy of leadership, their personality,
or their style of management. Rather, it’s their internal “action logic”-
how they interpret their surroundings and react when their power or
safety is challenged. Relatively few leaders, however, try to understand
their own action logic, and fewer still have explored the possibility of
changing it. Leaders are made, not born, and how they develop is

critical for organizational change.
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