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Abstract

Research Title ¢ The Impact of Medical Services on Free Trade Agreement
between Thailand and the United States of America.
Author :  Dr. Suvaj Siasiriwattana el al

Year ;2006

This research aims to study the impact of medical services on Free Trade Agreement between
Thailand and the United States of America. The objectives of this research are to find out positive
and negative impacts and opinion of all stakeholders in order to set up policy recommendations for
FTA negotiations.

This research comprise of 3 set of methods : documentary research, opinion survey and
focus group discussion. Key informants are those directly involving in medical services such as
Private Hospital Association, Professional Council, = Ministry of Public Health and other
government agencies. The response rate of questionnaires is 72.00 %.

The research results show that medical services alone was not mentioned by FTA partners.
However, the Thai medical services has already long been liberate for the USA since the Amity
Treaty of 1966. The USA juridical person is able to invest in private hospital, private medical school
as equal to the Thai citizen. Movement of medical professional persons between Thailand and USA
are not limited but regulated by their professional bodies. While private medical service in Thailand
is welcome for all who can afford to pay. However, the social concern over the Thai- US FTA
was the negative consequences to health of the Thai citizen especially from the brain drain of
medical profession and so on .

This research recommended that prior to FTA negotiation , the well policy must be
strategically formulated under the strong economic environment. Public opinion should also be
consulted for social readiness to accept the FTA negotiations. The process of FTA negotiations
must be transparent, good governance and channel through the Thai Parliament. Transfer benefits
from those who gain from FTA to the loser must be well plan. The evaluation of FTA for further

actions and review mechanism must be revealed.
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