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Yaoping up the momentun

&> Eicase! Richordsen

Sgeooce: Thalland’s Prime Minister
Gonerei Krisngsak Chamenend wound
st iz ASEAN toer with & press cos-
feserce a which he unvelled 2 pian for
“mui-al emsisiance and cooperstion in
devsle sment” with Singapore and hint-
od thai both he sud Lee Kuan Yew felt
ALEAN was losing momentum, sapecial-
#y i» implementing agreed industrial
vom rmentation projecti.

* He also stvongly endorsed ithe value
¥f a lcngotanding mutual defence pact
Enking his country with the US, Britain,
Austrelia, New Zesland snd the Fhilip-
pines. He sald the pact, signed in Manila
1954, had “detorred aggression and
provented war.™

Thi = ha2 been some speculation that
the naow Thai Administration ~ which s
ginn: hizh priority to improving réle-
flon: with commamist states, particular
Iy those {a neighbouting Indochina -
misht wanme to guit the Manila pact. But
Krnangsk ssid sithough the head-
guariers of the Southesst Asia Treaty
Orgonization (SEATO) in Bangkok was
dis- nded lar? June, the mutual defencs
pec on which it was based was still
“fully operative,”

He s=id many people did not see the
waioe of SEATO. But during his miitary
cereer e had worked with the organise-
tion mmd seen how it contributed to *a
situstion of no war in the ares undar its
respons Hility.”

However, he firmly believed his Gow
oy end's commitment (o improve rele-
fices with China, the Soviet Unloa,
Vizt=-m 1-on and Cambodis was not
uiwsaed bY Thailznd's continued mem-
barsiun of the SEATO pact. Nor did it
comi.omiza ASEAN'S standing &8 s
aov-military organisstion {or promot-

ins regions! cooperstion and f{risnd- |

ship.

ite predicted that Cambodia asnd
Thailend would establiah full diplomatic
reistions “in the noi-joo-distant fu-
e Observers say this will probably
meai that Thalland will becoms the
Tast pon<Oommunist country to ex-
changs residont ambassedorn with Cam=
Bodia.

" o2egmaek, puffing on 2 pipe and
speaiing through sn interpreter, was
gueslionsd 2! length about the “pragma-
e Fsommodetion” policies Thetland
v punuing towsrds Asian sochalist
sisios e sresoad thei after wiking
with ASEAN haden o wie conlideat
they fully supported Thaflend's efforts
to lezen tensions with Indoching and
doveiop cooperative contacts. He denied
snoy wwieriag aay amxiety or regquests
from Thadasd's ASEAN periness that

MARCH 10, 1976

ths diplomatic' drive should be slowed
or toned down. :
All five ASEAN members had de-
plored the fighting between Cambodie
and Vietnam and wanted a peaceful set-
tlement of the conflict. But Thaidand

" pegarded it as sn internal affair of the

two partics directly involved and would
not meddle. :

BORDER TAOUBLES: Though there were
2 few incdents™ along Thaland's (ron-
tier with Can.bodis, he did not regard
them as an obstacie to development of
friendly bilatera! relations. As a result of
tecent exchanges a “good undersianding
has been established at higher levels be-
tween the Thai and Cambodign governs
ments,” he said. ’

There were “nro problems” in Thas
land's relstions with Lsos and Vietnam,
and he would shortly fly to China on an

official visit via the Amber One 2ir corn-
dar across Lacs and Vietnam te Hong-
kong This has been closed since 197§
but is being reopened 1o civilian aircrs(t
by murual agreement.

While praising ASFAN"s “grest ad-
vances n strengthening bonds ot oo
operation and working towardy peace,
prosperity and fneadabup in the region
a3 a3 whaole " Rnangsak 2as! of war never
theleta re. . fsaary to mpntain gl pr
coberste 11l pooagrewm

Al ASF AR cunines mus?  cudn
greater effovis than m the peet There
was a nwed fo renTorce (e prevaling
pense of mulusl confidence and amuly
These were prerequssites if AST AN was
to kecp mowning forward. The Thai Gov-
emmment would do its best to work to-

Krinngok, Lew: Keaping in ttep.

“wards these onds and he was sure other
. member states wayld do the same.

Din bilateral coopertties with Sings-
pore, a fourpage joint communigwe
issued at the end of Kriangsak's three-
day visit said he snd Premier Lee had
agreed on speedy implementation of 2
joint project agreed tn former prime
mintster Tamun Keaivixien's time for
cattle rmising in Thatland for export to
Singepore, and the expansion of ioint-
venture projects for the production snd
marketing of sgricultum! products.

“The prime nunisters agreed on mea-
sures to step up governmenia! and pri-
vate cooperation ia joint endeavours,
especzily in the promotion of labour-
intensive industries and shipbuilding
projects in Thailand. They also agreed
on the facilitation of the flow of labour
from Thailand to Singapore. The two
leaders further sgreed on long-term ar-
rangements for the preferentisl supply
and purchase of rice and maize in times
of glut snd shortags.”

Kriangsak explained that Singapore
was shont of skilled labour whuie Thai-

Firg
i 4

tand hed a very high level of unemploy-
ment. The Bangkok Government would
select people with skills required in
Singapore and they would be zllowed to
work in the Republic on s temporary
basa  He said Thai skills were aljcedy
heing cxparied to the Middie Fast and
other parte of the world in thiv way, and
the prowess maa muiusliy be refe il
Thegarnd he aaad
rernenl wrasd WMeP WP s luwn
T redaw @ the Dogel capoet of (in and
thas ranerel oret fram Thadand [ heee
ores find their way to Mzisyvie snd
Singspore for further proweming and 2
poit Rnangsak saxd be hed rained (his
matte: with both gover aments ad been
promised fuil coogaration in curbing the
sTugging

(ki hue ralygre Y.
1he .
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