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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title Political Culture: A Case Study of the Voters’ Criteria
in Electing Members of Parliament in Voting Zone 3,
Uttaradit Province

Student’s Name Mr. Tanusak Lekuthai

Degree Sought Master of Arts
Major Thai Studies
Academic Year 2004

Advisory Committee
1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Pit Sompong Chairperson
2. Dr. Suwimol Angkavanich

3. Assoc. Prof. Pathom Sapcharoen

The aims of this research are to 1) study the political culture with regard
to the criteria in clecting members of parliament, 2) to compare the political
culture in decision criteria in electing the members of parliament and their level
of interest in politics, and 3) to study the political expectations of the general
public.

The research population of 400 local residents was collected through
stratified random sampling from the 175,363 people who have the right to vote

in voting zone 3 in Uttaradit province. The research tool consisted of
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questionnaires. The statistics used in analyzing the data were as follows:
frequency, percentages and a Chi-square test.

The research findings are as follows.

The decision-making culture in electing the members of parliament
among those who have the right to vote in voting zone 3 in Uttaradit province
correlates with economic and social factors, as well as with their level of
interest in politics as follows.

The personal qualities of the candidates that the general public are
interested in consist of three main factors: honesty, in terms of not trying to
deceive the general public; sound political virtues, a hard-working mindset,
with vision and the courage to think, act and make decisions and create good
policies; and good human relations.

With regard to their decision to elect certain members of parliament, the
voters made up their own minds. Those with the greatest influence on the voters
were their relatives, representatives of the candidates, and the voters” spouses
respectively. As regards their political expectations, the general public expect
their members of parliament to solve drug problem above all others. Their
expectations were lowest with regard to getting quality members of parliament
to administer the country effectively.

In electing members of parliament, local agriculturists pay attention to
the following criteria at a statistically significant level of 0.05: electing
candidates who belong to a well-known political party which will have a chance

to form a government; mounting a different style of campaign from other
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parties; being a member of the political party to which their favorite politician
belongs; and having a chance of being persuaded in their decision-making by
their relatives and through threats from those outside the farming sector rather
than from fellow farmers,

Voters residing outside the municipal area pay attention to the following
criteria in electing members of the parliament, at a statistically significant level
of 0.05: electing members of the parliament who used to work in politics or
used to be local high-ranking government officials; being persuaded in their
decision-making by the candidates’ representatives more than other voters
residing within the municipal area.

Those voters who are interested in politics at a medium level pay
attention to the following criteria in electing members of the parliament at a
statistical significant level of 0.05: they elect members of parliament who have
political virtues to a greater degree than the voters who are least interested and

those who are most interested in politics.

(8)
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