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SOLAS Chapter V - 1/7/02

SOLAS CHAPTER V
SAFETY OF NAVIGATION

The SOLAS (Safety of Life at Sea) Convention is published by the IMO
(International Maritime Organisation) at which the ISAF have Consultative Status.
SOLAS Chapter V refers to the Safety of Navigation for all vessels at sea.

Other Chapters included in the SOLAS Convention are;

Chapter |
Chapter {I-1

Chapter 1I-2
Chapter 1l
Chapter IV
Chapter V
Chapter VI
Chapter Vi
Chapter Vill
Chapter IX-
Chapter X
Chapter X1

General provisions.

Construction: subdivision and stabllity, machinery and
electrical installations

Construction: fire protection, fire detection and fire extinction .
Life saving appliances and arrangements

Radio communications

Safety of Navigation

Carriage of grain

Carriage of dangerous goods

Nuclear ships

Management for the safe operations of ships

Safety measures for high-speed craft

Special measures to enhance maritime safety

For the complete SOLAS Convention, please contact IMO at

www.imo.org

REGULATION 1 - Application

1 Unless expressly provided otherwise, this chapter shall apply to all ships on .
all voyages, except:
.1 warships, naval auxiliaries and other ships owned or operated by a -
Contracting Government and used only on government non~commerc|al

service; and

.2 ships solely navigating the Great Lakes of North America and their
connecting and tributary waters as far east as the lower exit of the St.
Lambert Lock at Montreal in the Province of Quebec, Canada.

However, warships, naval auxiliaries or other ships owned or operated by a

Contracting Government and used only on government non-commercial

service are encouraged to act in a manner consistent, so far as reasonable

and practicable, with this chapter.

2 The Administration may decide to what extent this chapter shall apply to
ships operating solely in waters landward of the baselines which are
" established in accordance with international law.

3 A rigidly connected composite unit of a pushing vessel and associated
pushed vessel, when designed as a dedicated and integrated tug and barge
combination, shall be regarded as a single ship for the purpose of this

chapter.


http:www.imo.org

.SOLAS Chapter V- 1/7/02

undertaken to teét its effectiveness. The plan shall be developed based on
the guidelines developed by the Organization.

* Refer to the International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979 and the following
resolutions adopted by the Organization: Homing capabllity of search and rescue (SAR)
aircraft {resolution A.225(VIl)); Use of radar transponders for search and rescue purposes
(resolution A.530(13)); Search and rescue homing capability {resolution A.616(15)); and
Inter'natior;al Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue (IAMSAR) Manual (resolution
A.894(21)).

REGULATION 8 - Life-saving signals

Contracting Govemments undertake to arrange that life-saving signals are used
by search and rescue facilities engaged in search and rescue operations when
communicating with ships or persons in distress.

Regulation 9 - Hydrograghic' services

1 Contracting Governments undertake to arrange for the collection and
compilation of hydrographic data and the publication, dissemination and
keeping up to date of all nautical information necessary for safe navigation.

2 In particular, Contracting Governments undertake to co-operate in carrying
out, -as far as possible, the following nautical and hydrographic services, in
the manner most suitable for the purpose of aiding navigation:

.1 to ensure that hydrographic surveying is carried out, as far as possible,
adequate to the requirements of safe navigation;

.2 to prepare and issue nautical charts, sailing directions, lists of lights, tide
tables and other nautical publications, where applicable, satisfying the
needs of safe navigation;

.3 to promulgate notices to mariners in order that nautical charts and
publications are kept, as far as possible, up to date; and

4 to provide data management arrangements to support these services.

3 Contractmg Governments undertake to ensure the greatest possible
uniformity in charts and nautical publications and to take into account,
whenever possible, relevant international resolutions and recommendations.*

4 Contracting Governments undertake to co-ordinate their .activities to the
greatest possible degree in order to ensure that hydrographic and nautical
information is made available on a world-wide scale as timely, reliably, and
unambiguously as possible.

* Refer to the appropriate resolutions and recommendations adopted by the International
Hydrographic Organization.

REGULATION 10 - Ships' routeing

1 Ships' routeing systems contribute to safety of life at sea, safety and
efficiency of navigation and/or protection of the marine environment. Ships'
routeing systems are recommended for use by, and may be made mandatory .
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